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INITTIAL STUDY FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY
SEISMIC AND PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT UPDATE

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE DETERMINATION

After Review of the Initial Study, the Environmental Evaluation Committee (EEC) has:

a

a

Found that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made
by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be

prepared.

Found that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

Found that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.
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1. Introduction

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Under the requirements of state law, every city and county in California must prepare a General
Plan, which addresses several topics, one of which is public health and safety. The Imperial
County Seismic and Public Safety Element addresses this topic in accordance with state
requirements, which are laid out in California law, particularly in Section 65302(g) of the
California Government Code. Upon adoption, the proposed 2021 Seismic and Public Safety
Element (proposed project) will replace the existing 1997 Seismic and Public Safety Element as
Imperial County’s (County) guiding policy document on safety and resilience. The Seismic and
Public Safety Element is 1 of 10 elements of the County’s General Plan,

The Seismic and Public Safety Element conveys the County’s goals, policies, and actions to
minimize hazards to safety and welfare in Imperial County. This element identifies the natural
and human-caused hazards that affect existing and future development and provides guidelines
for protecting residents, employees, visitors, and other community members from injury and
death. It describes present and expected future conditions and sets policies and implementation
programs for improved public safety. The Seismic and Public Safety Element also seeks to
minimize physical harm to the buildings and infrastructure in Imperial County to reduce damage
to local and regional economic systems, community services, and ecosystems.

As a policy document, the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the General Plan does not result
in physical changes to the environment but requires the implementation of safety and emergency
measures 1n future development. None of the policies in the proposed project would change the
existing land use pattern established by the General Plan and evaluated in the General Plan EIR.
All future construction in Imperial County must comply with the General Plan, zoning
ordinance, state and federal permits, and local development standards. In addition, future
discretionary actions (e.g., use permits, site plan review) require independent and project-specific
environmental review to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

This document serves as the environmental documentation for the County’s proposed 2021
Seismic and Public Safety Element update. In some instances, the goals and policies from the
previous Seismic and Public Safety Element are continued through to the proposed 2021 Seismic
and Public Safety Element. Many existing goals and policies have been amended but continue to
reflect current conditions in the county. Table 1-1 shows the changes in goals or policies between
the 1997 Seismic and Public Safety Element and the proposed 2021 Seismic and Public Safety
Element update. Underlined text is used to depict additions to the proposed element, and

strikethrough text indicates deletions.
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Initial Study for Imperial County Seismic and Public Safety Element Update
Applicant: County of Imperial
January 2022

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION, ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, AND
SURROUNDING LAND USES

In 1993, Imperial County adopted the Imperial County 1993 General Plan, which is a
comprehensive guide for development within the county and provides mechanisms to achieve
desired community goals and objectives through a coordination implementation program
(Imperial 1993). The General Plan is the foundation for zoning, subdivision approval, housing
allocations, capital improvements, and other planning decisions.

The project relates to all unincorporated lands in Imperial County, as shown in Figure 1-1,
Project Location Map. The county of Imperial encompasses approximately 4,597 square miles of
the southeastern portion of the State of California. Imperial County is bounded by Riverside
County to the north, the Arizona state line to the east, the U.S./Mexico international border to the
south, and San Diego County to the west. See analysis in the section, Evaluation of
Environmental Impacts, for a discussion of the environmental setting as it pertains to specific
environmental topics.

1.3 REGULATORY SETTING

The proposed Seismic and Public Safety Element would ensure compliance with Senate Bill
(SB) 1241 (California Government Code Section 65302(g)(3)), SB 379 (California Government
Code Section 65302(g)(4)), and SB 99 (California Government Code Section 65302(g)(5)).
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Initial Study Imperial County Seismic and Public Safety Element Update
Applicant: County of Imperial
May 2022

2. Environmental Analysis

2.1

AESTHETICS

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section
21099, would the project:

d)

Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Substantially damage scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

In non-urbanized area, substantially degrade the
existing visual character or quality of public views
of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area,
would the project conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing scenic quality?

Create a new source of substantial light or glare
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the area?

21.1 Setting

Scenic vistas generally include areas of high scenic quality that are visible to a number of people,
including recreational travelers. Imperial County encompasses approximately 4,597 miles
between Riverside County to the north, U.S./Mexico border to the south, San Diego County to
the west, and Arizona to the east. The county contains many visual resources, such as desert
areas, sand hills, mountains, and the Salton Sea. The desert areas provide natural and barren
landscape and include the Yuha Desert, the West Mesa, lower Borrego Valley, East Mesa, and
Pilot Knob Mesa. Other scenic deserts include the West Mesa area, bordered to the east by
Algodones Sand Dunes, the lower Borrego Valley, the East Mesa, and Pilot Knob Mesa.
Mountain areas include the eastern foothills of the Peninsular Range on the west side of the
county and the Chocolate Mountains on the northeastern part of the county and continuing
northwest between Riverside County and the Colorado River. The rugged and undeveloped
mountains reach an elevation of 2,700 feet and are visible throughout the county (Imperial 2016).
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Initial Study Imperial County Seismic and Public Safety Element Update
Applicant: County of Imperial
May 2022

Three state routes are within Imperial County. State Route (SR-) 78 extends approximately 10
miles in the upper eastern portion of the county. SR-8 extends approximately 8 miles in the
lower eastern side of the county. SR-111 extends approximately 8 miles along the Salton Sea on
the northwest corner of the county (Caltrans 2021).

Future development projects, if any, in the county would be regulated by the policies of the
County’s General Plan, the County Code of Ordinances, and other relevant County regulations.

2.1.2

a—d)

Discussion

No Impact. The Conservation and Open Space Element contains policies and programs
that preserve and protect visual resources and scenic views as well as scenic corridors
within the county. The proposed project introduces policies and implementation programs
that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate evacuation routes; and
helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built environment,
economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-based
solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not change land use
designations or permit development not already identified in the General Plan. Future
development projects in the county would be regulated by the policies of the County’s
General Plan, the County’s Code of Ordinance, and other relevant County regulations.
Therefore, there would be no anticipated impacts to the county’s scenic resources as a
result of the project, and no impact would occur.

Page 18 of 62



Initial Study Imperial County Seismic and Public Safety Element Update

Applicant: County of Imperial
May 2022

2.2 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to the California Agricultural
Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as
an optional model to use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether
impacts to forest resources, including timberland,
are significant environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to information compiled by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
regarding the state’s inventory of forest land,
including the Forest and Range Assessment Project
and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and
forest carbon measurement methodology provided in
Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air
Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or
a Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220[g]), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104[g])?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?
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Initial Study Imperial County Seismic and Public Safety Element Update
Applicant: County of Imperial
May 2022

2.2.1

Setting

Imperial County consists mostly of Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide importance
(DOC 2021). Approximately 20 percent of land is irrigated for agricultural purposes within the
county limits. Imperial Valley contains 512,163 acres of agricultural land, and other major
agricultural irrigated areas are Bard Valley, with approximately 14,737 acres in the southeast
corner of the county, and Palo Verde Valley, with approximately 7,428 acres in the northeast
comer (Imperial 2015a). These agricultural lands include various types of vegetable crops,
including lettuce, carrots, onions, cauliflower, and broccoli; alfalfa, Sudan grass, and other
animal feeds; sugar beets; wheat and other grains; melons; cotton; and various citrus, fruits, and
nuts. Vegetable and melon crops have traditionally represented the highest gross value.

2.2.2 Discussion

a—e)

No Impact. The implementation of the proposed project would not alter General Plan
policies or zoning regulations pertaining to forestland, timber, or agricultural uses in the
county. The policy changes included in the proposed project are limited to complying
with state law; ensuring adequate evacuation routes; and helping increase the climate
change resiliency of the population, built environment, economy, and natural
environment within the county; and providing nature-based solutions to potential hazards.
Further, the proposed project does not include any site-specific designs or proposals, nor
does it grant any entitlements for development. The proposed project does not change
land use designations or permit development not already identified in the General Plan.
Future development projects in the county would be regulated by the policies of the
County’s General Plan, the County’s Code of Ordinance, and other relevant County
regulations. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in an impact relating to the
loss of agricultural or forest land or conversion of land zoned for agriculture or forest, nor
would it affect agricultural or forest resources; no impact would occur.
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2.3

AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established

by the applicable air quality management district or

Less Th
air pollution control district may be relied upon to Siegsnsiﬁc:nnt
make the following determinations. Would the FPotentially ML) e
. Significant Mitigation Significant No
project: Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the ] [] L] X

applicable air quality plan?

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of L] ] ] X
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard)?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant ] ] ] X
concentrations?

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to [] L] ] X
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of
people?

2.3.1 Setting

The county is in the Salton Sea Air Basin (SSAB) and is included in the Imperial County Air
Pollution Control District (ICAPCD). The ICAPCD acts as the regulatory agency for air
pollution control in the SSAB and is the local agency empowered to regulate air pollutant
emissions for the plan area. The county is designated as a nonattainment area for ozone and
PMas (EPA 2021).

2.3.2 Discussion

a—d)

No Impact. Because the proposed project does not change the land use designation or
permit development not already identified in the General Plan, the proposed project
remains consistent with growth projections used by ICAPCD for its air quality attainment
plan. The proposed project does not involve the construction of any new development
projects. The proposed project introduces policies and implementation programs that are
limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate evacuation routes; helping
increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built environment, economy, and
natural environment within the county; and providing nature-based solutions to potential
hazards. Future development would be required to comply with local regulations such as
the General Plan policies related to air quality and to meet the thresholds of the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and ICAPCD during construction and
operation. While the CEQA process lists the Air District policies that apply to each
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project, compliance with the policies is part of the construction rather than entitlement
process. Measures such as dust control and equipment type are applied to grading or
building permits. As such, these measures would continue to apply.

The proposed project is a policy-level document and does not provide specific
development proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements that would contribute
to a cumulative increase of pollutants, nor does it include any physical construction or
changes that would expose sensitive receptors to pollutant concentrations. Furthermore,
no physical construction or changes would occur that could result in other emissions,
such as objectionable odors. Therefore, no impacts relating to air quality would occur.
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24 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Would the project: Less Than

Significant
Potentially ‘With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or ] ] ] X
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian [] [] ] X
habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?

c¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or ] [] ] X
federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any ] ] ] X
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances ] ] ] X
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat ] ] ] =
Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional,
or state habitat conservation plan?
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24.1 Setting

A number of sensitive vegetation communities have been identified in Imperial County by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and others have been identified as rare and
worthy of consideration in California. Of the 2,942,080 acres in the county, approximately
215,220 are sensitive habitats. Sensitive vegetation and habitats are a conservation priority for
local, state, and federal regulatory agencies because they have limited distribution and support a
variety of sensitive plants and wildlife (Imperial 2016).

Several areas in Imperial County have been designated environmentally sensitive areas by public
agencies or entities. These include US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) designated critical
habitat, USFWS National Wildlife Refuges, Burcau of Land Management National Landscape
Conservation System (NLCS) lands, Bureau of Land Management Desert Wildlife Management
Areas (DWMAs) and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs), wilderness and
wildlife areas, state parks, and other protective designations by federal and state agencies. Many
of these areas have development restrictions or prohibitions to facilitate conservation of
biological resources or other sensitive resources (Imperial 2016).

Critical habitat is a federal designation to provide essential habitat for listed species. While
development is not precluded from designated critical habitat, these arecas have been afforded
legal protection, which requires developers to consult with the USFWS if a project would affect
critical habitat or any listed species. Critical habitat units support important habitat and often
support more than one listed species. Critical habitat is designated in Imperial County for species
including desert pupfish, razorback sucker, desert tortoise, Peirson’s milk-vetch, peninsular
bighom sheep, and yellow-billed cuckoo (Imperial 2016).

2.4.2 Discussion

a—f) No Impact. The proposed project does not include specific development designs or
proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements. The proposed project introduces
policies and implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law;
ensuring adequate evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of
the population, built environment, economy, and natural environment within the county;
and providing nature-based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project would
not conflict with the existing policies regarding the protection of biological resources in
the General Plan.

While impacts to special-status species and habitats have the potential to occur, future
development would be required to minimize impacts to environmental and biological
resources as outlined by Goals 1 and 2 of the Imperial County General Plan Conservation
and Open Space Element, which provide objectives for managing and conserving natural
resources (Imperial 2016). Further, compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
wetlands protection, and the Endangered Species Act is required of the property owner
independent of the CEQA or entitlement process. However, because the proposed project
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is a policy-level document, no impacts would occur. The proposed project does not
change land use designations or permit development not already identified in the General
Plan. Therefore, the proposed project would not adversely impact biological resources,
special status habitat, wetlands, wildlife movement, or local policies protecting biological
resources or conflict with an adopted habitat conservation plan or state habitat
conservation plan. Thus, the proposed project would not result in any physical
environmental changes, and no impacts to biological resources would occur.
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25 CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the project: Ceur
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impaect Impact
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the ] ] ] X
significance of a historical resource pursuant to §
15064.5?
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the | ] [] X
significance of an archacological resource pursuant
to § 15064.5?
c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred ] ] ] X

outside of formal cemeteries?

2.5.1 Setting

Cultural resources include prehistoric and historic resources. Prehistoric resources represent the
remains of human occupation prior to European settlement. Historic resources represent remains
after European settlement and may be part of a “built environment,” including human-made
structures used for habitation, work, recreation, education, and religious worship, and may also
be represented by houses, factories, office buildings, schools, churches, museums, hospitals,
bridges, and other structural remains. Native American resources include ethnographic elements
pertaining to Native American issues and values (further discussed in Section 2.18, Tribal
Cultural Resources).

The Cahuilla, Tipai, and Quechan inhabited the Imperial County area before Spanish contact.
The Cahuilla people occupied a territory in south-central California, between the San Bernardino
Mountains in the north to Borrego Springs and the Chocolate Mountains in the south, east to the
Colorado Desert, and west into the San Jacinto Plain near Riverside and the Palomar Mountains.
The Tipai, previously called Dieguefio or Kamia, occupied an area that roughly extended from
the Pacific Coast at San Diego eastward to the Sand Hills of Imperial County as well as south
into modern-day Mexico. The Quechan, also known as the Yuma, continue to occupy their
traditional territory at the confluence of the Gila and Colorado rivers at the edge of the
California, Arizona, and Mexican borders. From here their territory stretched north along the
Colorado River and to the east of the Gila River (Imperial 2016).

Identified historic period-built environment and archaeological resources represent a range of
activities including, but not limited to, mining, transportation, and ranching/homesteading and
are represented throughout the county. The number of previously identified historic period
resources is smaller than prehistoric resources, making determination of areas of known or
established sensitivity difficult. It is possible, however, to make informed deductions about the
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types of resources likely to be encountered based on the previously identified sites in
combination with the documented history of the area (Imperial 2016).

2.5.2 Discussion

a—<)

No Impact. Future development in the county will be reviewed to ensure that conflict
with existing known cultural and historical resources are minimized. Construction
activities of future development have the potential to uncover archeological resources,
including human remains found outside of cemeteries. The proposed project is a policy-
level document that introduces policies and implementation programs limited to
complying with state law; ensuring adequate evacuation routes; helping increase the
climate change resiliency of the population, built environment, economy, and natural
environment within the county; and providing nature-based solutions to potential hazards.
The proposed project does not provide specific development proposals, nor does it grant
development entitlements that would adversely impact archaeological or historic
resources. All future development within the county would be required to comply with
local regulations, including General Plan policies regarding cultural resources, as well as
California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 which, if human remains are
encountered during construction, requires halting site disturbance until a coroner has
investigated. Goal 3 of the Imperial County General Plan Conservation and Open Space
Element provides objectives for preserving and protecting cultural resources (Imperial
2016). The combination of the County’s ordinance and policies that affect historic
resources will ensure that implementation of the proposed project would have no impact
on cultural resources.
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2.6 ENERGY
: . Less Than
Would the project: Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Result in potentially significant environmental ]
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operation?
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for ] [] [] X

2.6.1

renewable energy or energy efficiency?

Setting

The Renewable Energy and Transmission Element of the General Plan consists of goals,
policies, and guidance aimed at future siting of renewable energy projects and electrical
transmission lines within the county (Imperial 2015b).

2.6.2 Discussion

a-b) No Impact. Short-term construction and long-term operational activities resulting from

future development would result in energy consumption. Construction activities would
consume energy to power electricity-operated equipment; during transportation of
construction equipment and vehicles, and construction employee passenger vehicles; and
in the form of construction materials which would need to be manufactured. During
operation activities, energy would be consumed for building operations (e.g., ventilation,
heating/cooling, operation of electrical systems), and transportation of vehicles. However,
the proposed project does not provide site-specific designs or development proposals.
Future development would be required to comply with the current Building Energy
Efficiency Standards. The County verifies compliance with the California Building Code
(CBC) as part of the building permit issuance and construction inspection process. The
proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and implementation
programs are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate evacuation routes;
helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built environment,
economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-based
solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not provide specific
development proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements that would adversely
impact energy resources. Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact on
inefficient energy use or conflicting with renewable energy or energy efficiencies plans.
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2.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

3 . Less Than
Would the project: SioniTant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as ] ] [] X
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo

Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State

Geologist for the area or based on other substantial

evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of

Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

i1) Strong seismic ground shaking? ] ] ] X
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including [] ] ] X
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?

O O
[
[
X

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, ] [ ] X
or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in on-or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction
or collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18- ] ] ] E
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating
substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the ] ] ] =
use of septic tanks or alternative waste water
disposal systems where sewers are not available for
the disposal of waste water?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique [ | ] ] X
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?
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2.7.1 Setting

Imperial County is underlain by three natural geomorphic provinces: the Peninsular Ranges, the
Colorado Desert, and the Mojave Desert. Each of these provinces is a naturally defined geologic
region that displays a distinct landscape or landform with defining features based on geology,
faults, topographic relief, and climate (Imperial 2016).

Geologic conditions define the stability of the ground below a site and how the site will respond
to the natural forces of earthquakes and weather. Geologic hazards that may occur in response to
an earthquake include liquefaction, seismic settlement, landslide, tsunami, and seiche. Related
hazards include slope failure, flooding from dam failure, and building structural failures.
Imperial County contains several major active faults, including the Brawley Fault Zone, the
Coyote Creek Fault and the Elmore Ranch Fault (in the San Jacinto Fault Zone), the Elsinore
Fault, the Imperial Fault, the Laguna Salada Fault (in the Elsinore Fault Zone), the San Andreas
Fault, the Superstition Hills Fault, and the Wienert Fault (in the San Jacinto Fault Zone). The
Seismic and Public Safety of the County’s General Plan has policies that address geologic and
related hazards (Imperial 1997).

2.7.2 Discussion

a—f)  No Impact. The proposed project introduces policies and implementation programs that
are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate evacuation routes; helping
increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built environment, economy, and
natural environment within the county; and providing nature-based solutions to potential
hazards. The proposed project and the General Plan Conservation and Open Space
Element address goals and policies related to geology and soils, and the County has
adopted the CBC that includes provisions for construction in seismically active areas and
on different soil types. The County ensures compliance with these requirements at the
time of building permit issuance, and they would apply to future development projects.
The proposed project does not change the requirement that all existing and future
development in the county must comply with the General Plan policies and the California
Building Code. While compliance with these policies may alter design by requiring
additional strengthening, over-excavation of soil, or other project-specific design
clements, the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes
and has no impact on these requirements.
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2.8 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Would the project: L& [Ihen
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly ] ] L] =
or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on
the environment?
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation ] ] ] X

adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

2.8.1 Setting

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) generated by human activities can contribute to changes in the natural
greenhouse effect, which could result in climate change. GHGs, which are transparent to solar
radiation, are effective in absorbing infrared radiation. As a result, this radiation that otherwise
would have escaped back into space is retained, resulting in a warming of the atmosphere. This
phenomenon is known as the greenhouse effect. Among the prominent GHGs contributing to the
greenhouse effect are carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons,
perfluorocarbons, and sulfur hexafluoride. Motor vehicles make up the bulk of GHG emissions
produced on an operational basis for most nonindustrial projects. The primary GHGs emitted by
motor vehicles include carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and hydrofluorocarbons. A
number of regulations have been developed to reduce GHG. Energy conservation standards are
in the 2019 CBC that became effective on January 1, 2020. The new code requires solar panels
for some uses and other energy-saving devices.

2.8.2 Discussion

a-b) No Impact. The proposed project includes goals, policies, and implementation programs
to minimize risks from the effects of natural and human-caused hazards, none of which
conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
the emissions of GHGs. The proposed project does not provide specific development
designs or development proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements. Thus, the
proposed project does not include any physical construction or changes that would result
in the generation of GHG emissions. Future development could result in an increase in
GHG emissions during both construction and operational activities; however,
development must be consistent with the General Plan and with regional plans that are
based on the land use pattern of the General Plan. Because the proposed project does not
change any land use designation, all of the local and regional plans associated with GHG
remain unchanged. Furthermore, existing regulations that would apply to any future
development, including the California Green Building Standards Code and California’s
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Title 24 Building Energy Efficiency Standards, would substantially reduce GHG
emissions associated with future projects. Compliance with the CBC is part of the
building permit process, and the County verifies compliance with the CBC as part of the
building permit issuance and construction inspection process. As a result, the proposed
project would result in no impacts related to GHGs.
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2.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the ]
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the []
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or ]
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of ]
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan ]
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area?

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere ]
with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or ]

indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or
death involving wildland fires?
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2.9.1

Setting

The Seismic and Public Safety Element of the Imperial County General Plan contains a set of
goals, policies, and implementation actions for land use planning and safety, emergency
preparedness, and the control of hazardous materials.

2.9.2 Discussion

a—d)

No Impact. The proposed project introduces policies and implementation programs that
are intended to reduce the risks associated with hazardous materials and hazards. The
proposed project does not include specific development proposals or development
entitlements. However, future development constructed consistent with the General Plan
could create a significant hazard through the exposure to the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials; through exposure to reasonably foresecable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment;
through the exposure of the handling or emission of hazardous materials; or by locating
development on a site included on a list pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.

Federal and state regulations govern the renovation and demolition of structures where
materials containing lead and asbestos are present. These requirements include ICAPCD
Rules and Regulations pertaining to asbestos abatement, Construction Safety Orders 1529
(pertaining to asbestos) and 1532.1 (pertaining to lead) from Title 8 of the California
Code of Regulations; Part 61, Subpart M of the Code of Federal Regulations (pertaining
to asbestos); and lead exposure guidelines provided by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development. Asbestos and lead abatement must be performed and
monitored by contractors with appropriate certifications from the State Department of
Health Services.

Future development would be evaluated for the potential to release hazardous materials
into the environment. All contaminated waste encountered would be required to be
collected and disposed of at an appropriately licensed disposal or treatment facility.
Furthermore, strict adherence to all emergency response plan requirements set forth by
the County would be required through the duration of the construction phase. Any future
development that occurs will be evaluated by County staff, and if residential development
would potentially have adverse effects related to hazardous materials, the project would
be subject to conformance with applicable regulations. All businesses in the county
handling hazardous materials are subject to federal, state, and local regulatory
requirements.

Imperial County and other state and local agencies, such as the Department of Toxic
Substances Control, regulate hazardous materials in coordination with one another. The
County enforces California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 26 to reduce impacts
associated with accidental release from the transportation of hazardous materials on roads
in the county, and the potential for an increased demand for incident emergency response.
Moreover, The Imperial County Building Official and California Division of
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g)

Occupational Safety and Health enforces workplace regulations that are applicable to
businesses and public facilities addressing the use, storage, and disposal of flammable
and hazardous materials, pursuant to Title 8, California Occupational Safety and Health
Regulations (Cal/OSHA), of the CCR. Additionally, the Imperial County Certified
Unified Program Agency also enforces leak prevention measures for underground storage
tanks.

The proposed project does not contain policies that would conflict with the County’s
existing Land Use Element and introduces new policies to the Seismic and Public Safety
Element that address hazardous materials and hazards. The proposed project is a policy-
level document and does not provide specific development proposals, nor does it grant
development entitlements that would adversely impact hazardous materials. Therefore,
the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes and no
impacts related to hazardous materials would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project does not provide site-specific design or development
proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements. All future development would be
required to comply with land use regulations and safety standards surrounding airports in
the county. Therefore, the implementation of the proposed project would not result in any
physical environmental changes, and no impacts associated with airport-related hazards
would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project does not identify specific development proposals.
Future development within the county would be required to comply with local
regulations, including the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. Both natural and man-
made hazards are addressed in the Imperial County General Plan. The Seismic and Public
Safety Element contains a set of goals and policies for emergency preparedness and
ensuring adequate evacuation routes The Imperial County Emergency Operations Plan
addresses the County’s planned response to extraordinary emergency situations
associated with natural disasters, technological incidents, and nuclear defense operations.
All future development would be required to comply with circulation plans and would be
required to provide emergency access points and safe vehicular travel. The County
consults and advises police, fire, and the 911 system of any road construction that may
affect use of area roadways. Because all construction that would affect emergency use of
the roadways will be reported to the appropriate agencies and would be temporary during
the construction phase, and any specific access requirements made part of the
encroachment permit and/or authorization to construct, and final construction would not
impair use of the roadways, implementation of the proposed project would have not result
in any physical environmental changes, and no impacts pertaining to conflicting with the
Imperial County Emergency Operations Plan would occur.

No Impact. Imperial County contains lands within local responsibility arcas (LRA), state
responsibility areas (SRA), and federal responsibility areas. Only a small portion of the
county along the San Diego County border is in an LRA Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zone or SRA High and Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (CAL FIRE 2007). The
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County of Imperial Fire Prevention and Explosives Ordinance, sections 53101 to 53300,
contains provisions for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing conditions
hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion. Measures in this ordinance include
abatement of weeds and other vegetation. All future development would be required to
comply with the latest California Building and Fire Codes, as well as be in accordance
with local regulations. The proposed project is a policy-level document that does not
provide site-specific design or development proposals. Therefore, the implementation of
the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes, and no
impacts on exposing people or structures to wildland fires would occur.
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210 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

. : Less Than
Would the project: Si";niﬁmt
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste ] ] ]
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially
degrade surface or ground water quality?
b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or ] ] ] X
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river or through the
addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which
would:
1) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or ] ] ] X
off-site?
ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of [] [] ] X
surface runoff in a manner which would result in
flooding on- or off-site;
ili) create or contribute runoff water which would 17 [] [] X
exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff;
iv) impede or redirect flood flows? ] ] U] <

Il
L]
X

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk ]
release of pollutants due to project inundation?

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water (] ] ] X

quality control plan or sustainable groundwater
management plan?
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210.1 Setting

Imperial County falls within the boundaries of the Regional Water Quality Control Board’s
Colorado River Basin Plan (Basin Plan) (SWRCB 2020). The Colorado River Basin Region
covers approximately 13 million acres (20,000 square miles) in the southeastern part of
California. Geographically, the region represents only a small portion of the total Colorado River
drainage area, which includes parts of Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, New
Mexico, and Mexico. A significant geographical feature of the region is the Salton Trough, a
structural extension of the Gulf of California that contains the Salton Sea and the Coachella and
Imperial Valleys. The two valleys are separated by the Salton Sea, which covers the lowest area
of the depression. In prehistoric times, it contained the ancient Lake Cahuilla (SWRCB 2020).

The intent of the Basin Plan is to provide definitive guidelines and give direction to the full
scope of the Regional Board activities that serve to optimize the beneficial uses of the state
waters in the Colorado River Basin Region of California by preserving and protecting the quality
of these waters (SWRCB 2019). The Regional Board implements the Basin Plan by issuing and
enforcing waste discharge requirements to individuals, communities, or businesses whose waste
discharges may affect water quality. These requirements can be either State Water Discharge
Requirements for discharges to land or federally delegated National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permits for discharges to surface water. Discharges are required to meet
water quality objectives and thus protect beneficial uses (SWRCB 2019).

The New and Alamo Rivers convey agricultural irrigation drainage water from farmlands in the
Imperial Valley, surface runoff, and lesser amounts of treated municipal and industrial waste
waters from the Imperial Valley. The flow in the New River also contains agricultural drainage,
treated and untreated sewage, and industrial waste discharges from Mexicali, Mexico. Colorado
River water, imported via the All-American Canal, is the predominant water supply and is used
for irrigation, industrial, and domestic purposes (SWRCB 2019).
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2.10.2 Discussion

a—e)

No Impact. Future development in the county could result in construction and
operational impacts to water quality and discharge standards. Potential impacts during
construction include grading and vegetation removal, which could expose soil to erosion;
operational impacts may include the use of fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides as well
as motor vehicle operation and maintenance. As required by state law, all new
development projects in the county would be subject to the County’s National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Permit (No. CA-0047881) enforced
by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. The National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Permit requires that the County impose water
quality and watershed protection measures for all development projects and prohibits
discharges from causing violations of applicable water quality or from resulting in
conditions that create a nuisance or water quality impairments in receiving waters.

Compliance with the provisions of the NPDES and best management practices (BMP)
would reduce erosion and siltation impacts of future development. New development
would be required to implement construction and post-construction BMPs in accordance
with the County’s Stormwater Management Plan. Compliance with the NPDES and the
implementation of BMPs such as erosion, runoff, and sediment control would ensure that
the proposed project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan.

The proposed project does not change land use designations or permit development not
already identified in the General Plan. The proposed project includes goals, policies, and
implementation programs to minimize risks from the effects of natural and human-caused
hazards and does not include site-specific design or development proposals, nor does it
permit development entitlements. All future development within the county would be
required to comply with local regulations, including the General Plan and Code of
Ordinances. Thus, the implementation of the proposed project would not result in any
physical environmental changes and would have no impact on hydrology and water

quality.
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2.11 LAND USE AND PLANNING

Would the project: il
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact
a) Physically divide an established community? [] [] L[]
b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a L] [] ]

conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

2.11.1 Setting

No
Impact

X

X

Imperial County is a predominantly agricultural area and will continue to be for the foreseeable
future, though in 2003 a significant increase in urbanization became apparent. Presently,
approximately one-fifth of the nearly three million acres of the county is irrigated for agricultural
purposes. In addition, approximately 50 percent of county lands are largely undeveloped and

under federal ownership (Imperial 2015c).

2.11.2 Discussion

a-b) No Impact. The proposed project is consistent with the land uses detailed in the County’s
General Plan; the proposed project would not remove policies that protect environmental
resources. The proposed project does not change land use designations or permit
development not already identified in the General Plan. The proposed project does not
include any specific development proposals, nor does it permit any entitlements for

development.

Future projects will be required to comply with the policies in the General Plan regarding
land use and Code of Ordinances requirements associated with zoning districts, allowable
uses, and development standards. All future development in the county would be required
to be evaluated in accordance with local regulations, including the General Plan and Code
of Ordinances. Thus, the implementation of the proposed project would not result in any
physical environmental changes and would not physically divide a community or conflict

with a land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted to avoid an environmental effect.
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2.12 MINERAL RESOURCES

‘ot Less Th
Would the project: Si"gs:i e
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral ] ] ] X
resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally- ] ] ] X

important mineral resource recovery site delineated
on a local general plan, specific plan or other land
use plan?

2.12.1 Setting

A number of mineral resources in Imperial County are currently being extracted. These mineral
resources include gold, gypsum, sand, gravel, lime, clay, stone, kyanite, limestone, sericite, mica,
tuff, salt, potash, and manganese. Several issues influence the extraction of mineral deposits in
Imperial County, including the location of geologic deposits, the potential for impacts to the
environment, and land use conflicts. As a result, the extraction of mineral resources is limited to
a relatively small number of sites throughout the county (Imperial 2016).

2.12.2 Discussion

a-b) No Impact. The proposed project is policy-level document and does not change land use
designations or permit development not already identified in the General Plan. It does not
include any site-specific designs or proposals or grant any entitlements for development.
Therefore, the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes
and would have no impact on mineral resources or mineral resource recovery sites.
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2.13 NOISE

Would the project result in: L
Significant
Potentially ‘With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent ] ] ] X
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
project in excess of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?
b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration ] O ] X
or groundborne noise levels?
c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private ] ] ] X

airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would the project
expose people residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise levels?

2.13.1 Setting

Noise policies for the county are established by the Noise Element of the County General Plan.
The Noise Element contains goals, policies, and implementation measures for the compatibility
of sensitive land uses with noise. The purpose of these goals, policies, and implementation
measures is to reduce the various potential effects of noise on people. The Noise Element sets
maximum allowable noise exposure from both transportation and stationary sources.
Additionally, the County Code has specific standards for development near noise sensitive uses,
which include housing developments (Imperial 2015d).

2.13.2 Discussion

a-b)

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not propose goals or
policies that would conflict with the policies in the Noise Element or the noise standards
in the County’s Zoning Ordinance.

Though future development adjacent to major sources of noise could expose people to
temporary or permanent noise levels in excess of acceptable standards, the proposed
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project is a policy-level document that does not include any specific development
proposals, nor does it grant any entitlements for development. All future development in
the county would be required to adhere to General Plan policies and County Code
requirements pertaining to noise. All future development would be subject to the noise
standards in the Imperial County Code of Ordinances Title 9, Division 7: Noise
Abatement and Control, which specifies noise level limits, establishes standards for
acceptable exterior and interior noise levels, and describes how noise shall be measured.
In addition, Section 90702.00(A) of Division 7 requires noise levels to be measured at the
property line. Compliance with applicable codes is required, and verification is part of the
building permit and inspection process. The proposed project does not provide specific
development proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements that would adversely
impact noise. Additionally, the proposed project does not change any land use
designations and would be consistent with the General Plan EIR. Therefore,
implementation of the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental
changes and would have no impact related to a temporary or permanent increase in noise
levels or excessive noise levels.

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that does not provide site-
specific development proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements that would
expose people to excessive noise levels. The proposed project does not include changes
to land use or zoning, nor does it contain any construction or operational components that
could expose people residing or working in the county to excessive noise. Because the
proposed project would be consistent with the existing land use designations of the
General Plan, it would not expose people to excessive noise levels from airports or
airstrips. Therefore, no impact related to airport noise would occur.
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2.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING

Would the project: S than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact
a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in L] ] ]
an area, either directly (for example, by proposing
new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people ] O] ]

or housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?

2.14.1 Setting

No
Impact

X

In 2014, pursuant to State law, the County adopted an updated Housing Element (2014-2021),
which identifies the potential for future development in the county and contains housing and
goals intended to encourage housing to meet the County’s housing needs.

2.14.2 Discussion

a)

b)

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not change any land use
designations and would be consistent with the General Plan EIR. The proposed project
does not provide specific development proposals, nor does it grant development
entitlements that would induce population growth. As a result, implementation of the
proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes, and no impacts
related to substantial unplanned population growth would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not provide specific
development proposals, nor does it grant development entitlements that could displace
people. As a result, implementation of the proposed project would not result in any
physical environmental changes, and no impacts related to the displacement of existing
people or housing would occur.
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2.15 PUBLIC SERVICES

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision of
new or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered governmental
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or
other performance objectives for any of the public
services:

1) Fire protection?

X X

i1) Police protection?
ii1) Schools?

1v) Parks?

OO 0O o0 d

OO OO0

O OO0 O
X

X X

v) Other public facilities?

2.15.1 Setting

Fire Protection

Imperial County encompasses approximately 4,597 square miles. The Imperial County Fire
Department (ICFD) serves a large rural area, including all unincorporated areas of Imperial
County, Seeley, Heber, Palo Verde, Ocotillo, Niland, and the city of Imperial. ICFD serves these
areas with stations staffed with County personnel or contract staff. In addition, the ICFD also
provides emergency services such as Advanced Life Support and Basic Life Support (ICFD
2021).

ICFD provides a wide array of fire prevention services focused on improving and maintaining
fire and life safety within the community. Fire prevention activities ensure businesses, structures,
open spaces, and construction projects are in compliance with adopted fire codes, standards, and
ordinances. ICFD currently enforces the 2019 California fire, building, electrical codes, as
amended by the County Code; National Fire Protection Association standards; Title 19 of the
California Public Safety Code; and the California Health and Safety Code (ICFD 2021).
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Police Department

The Imperial County Sheriff’s Office (ICSO) provides general law enforcement, detention, and
court services for the residents, business owners, and visitors of Imperial County. Sheriff
substations are located in the communities of Brawley, Palo Verde, Niland, Salton City, and
Winterhaven (ICSO 2021).

Schools

Imperial County contains 14 school districts serving K-12, a community college, and various
other public and charter colleges. The schools in Imperial County are located in the communities
of Brawley, El Centro, Calexico, Calipatria, Heber, Holtville, Imperial, Seeley, Westmorland,
and Winterhaven (ICOE 2021).

Parks and Recreational Facilities

Imperial County offers seven county parks, a county community center, and a museum. The
various cities throughout the county provide parks, community centers, and recreational facilities
within each city.

2.15.2 Discussion

a) i-v) No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies
and implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring
adequate evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the
population, built environment, economy, and natural environment within the county;
and providing nature-based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does
not provide specific development proposals, nor does it grant development
entitlements. The proposed project does not directly or indirectly result in an increased
resident population and would not result in the need for expanded public services
beyond what was considered in the General Plan. Thus, implementation of the
proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes and would
have no impact on public services.
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2.16 RECREATION

Would the project: Fessgihag
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and ] ] ] X

regional parks or other recreational facilities such
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility
would occur or be accelerated?

b) Include recreational facilities or requirc the ] ] L] X
construction or expansion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

2.16.1 Setting

Imperial County offers a wide variety of recreational opportunities, such as hiking, nature walks,
and sightseeing. Parks and recreation in Imperial County are enhanced by the natural resources
such as mountains, sandy hills, Colorado River, and Salton Sea. Because of the varied terrain
throughout the county, abundant opportunities for recreation exist, such as hiking, boating,
fishing, hunting, and off-highway activitiecs. Many of these opportunities are on land under
federal or state control, but multiple smaller parks are in urban areas of the county. The county
also has outdoor recreation facilities including sports fields, a skate park, and basketball courts.
State parks such as Heber Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area and Picacho State Recreation
Area offer camping facilities, passive recreational opportunities, and active recreational facilities.
In addition, the Imperial County Public Works Department operates five parks: Sunbeam Lake
Park, Wiest Lake Park, Red Hill Marina Park, Ocotillo Community Park, and Palo Verde Park.
These County parks offer a variety of passive and active recreation opportunities, including
playground equipment, basketball courts, picnic tables, barbecue grills, campsites, walking trails,
boating and fishing opportunities, and open space for passive recreation. The cities in Imperial
County each manage various local parks and community centers. The state and federal
governments manage large areas of open space, state and federal protected areas, and a number
of wilderness areas in Imperial County, the largest being the California Desert Conservation
Area under the Bureau of Land Management (Imperial 2016).

2.16.2 Discussion

a-b) No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project would not result in direct or
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indirect population growth that could increase demand for parks or other recreational
facilities. The proposed project does not provide specific development proposals, nor
does it grant development entitlements. As a result, the proposed project would not result
in any physical environmental changes, and no impacts related to the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities would occur.
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217 TRANSPORTATION

Would the project: -
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy L] ] ] X
addressing the circulation system, including transit,
or roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?
b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with ] ] ] X
CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?
c) Substantially increase hazards due to a gcometric ] ] ] X
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?
d) Result in inadequate emergency access? ] ] L] X
¢) Adversely affect rail, waterborne or air traffic? ] L] ] X

2.17.1 Setting

Roadways

Imperial County transportation network depends on Interstate (I-) 8 for connections to San Diego
to the west and Arizona to the east. Northern connectivity to Riverside County is provided by
SR-86 and I-111. Existing regional access to the county is provided via I-8, SR-111, SR-78,
SR-86, SR-98, SR-115, SR-7, and SR-186. Within the county, the road network has a unique
function and provides for a range of traffic movements, the most significant of which are
regional and international freight traffic (a major portion of which is agricultural) and cross-
border tourism activity (Imperial 2008).

Airports

The primary public use airports in Imperial County are: Imperial County Airport in the city of
Imperial on SR-86; Calexico International Airport located west of Calexico on Anza Road,;
Brawley Municipal Airport at the intersection of Ken Bemis Drive and Jones Street in northeast
Brawley; Cliff Hatfield Memorial Airport on West Main Street in Calipatria; Holtville Airport
located seven miles northeast of Holtville on Norrish Road; and the U.S. Naval Air Facility
located six miles west of El Centro on Bennett Road. There are several other private airstrips
throughout Imperial County that principally serve crop-dusting operations (Imperial 2008).
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Railroads

The main line of the Union Pacific Railroad (formerly Southern Pacific Railroad) enters the
eastern border near Winterhaven and then bears northwest and leaves the county just east of the
Salton Sea. This line serves the Los Angeles area and northward in California and the balance of
the United States eastward. There is a branch line from this main line at Niland that provides rail
service to Calipatria, Brawley, Imperial, El Centro, Calexico, and Mexico. Another branch line
of the Union Pacific, the Holton Interurban Railroad, provides service to east El Centro. The San
Diego and Arizona Eastern Railroad, also a subsidiary of the Union Pacific Railroad, runs
between El Centro and San Diego. It presently provides rail service only between El Centro and
the U.S. Gypsum plant in Plaster City (Imperial 2008).

2.17.2 Discussion

a)

b)

c—d)

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not include specific
development proposals, development entitlements, or changes in land use designations.
The proposed project does not propose goals or policies that would conflict with the
policies in the Circulation and Scenic Highways Element regarding the county’s
circulation system. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with any program,
plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system; no impact would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not provide for specific
development or design proposals and would not result in changes to vehicle miles
traveled. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental
changes, and no impacts would occur related to a conflict with CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.3, subdivision (b).

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that does not grant
development entitlements, nor does it provide for specific development or design
proposals such as emergency access, site design, or parking. The proposed project
contains goals, policies, and implementation actions to improve emergency preparedness
and identify evacuation routes. Increased awareness of county evacuation routes would
better prepare residents and businesses to evacuate in an emergency, and first responders
such as fire, police, and ambulances would be able to allocate their resources more
effectively. Therefore, the adoption and implementation of the policies and
implementation programs in the Safety Element Update would have a beneficial impact
on traffic and circulation during an emergency. Future development would be required to
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comply with General Plan policies related to traffic and circulation as well as County
development standards for roadway improvements and driveway design. Compliance
with these requirements is verified at the time of development permit approval (i.e.,
grading, building) and would therefore remain unaffected by the proposed project. As a
result, the proposed project would have no impact on increasing hazards due to design
features and incompatible uses or resulting in inadequate emergency access.

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document and does not include specific
development or design proposals, nor does it permit development entitlements. Future
development as a result of the proposed project would not impact rail, waterborne, or air
traffic in the county.
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2.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the project cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resources, defined in Public Resources Code section
21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural
landscape, that is geographically defined in terms of

Less Th

the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place or Siegsnsiﬁc::t

5 : 3 : : Potentiall With Less Than
ob]ect. w1th_cultural val_ue to a California Native Si"g:;‘ﬁ';nyt Miﬁg‘aﬁon Si;:iﬁc:m .
American tl‘lbe, and that is: Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California ] ] ] =

Register of Historical Resources, or in a local

register of historical resources as defined in Public

Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or
b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its ] ] L] X

discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

2.18.1 Setting

In accordance with SB 18, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted to
obtain a list of tribes that may have cultural association with the project area. The NAHC
provided a list of 32 tribes. Pursuant to the requirements of AB 52, on March 26, 2021, the
County notified all 32 tribes, including those that requested to be alerted of new projects. The
County did not receive any responses during the consultation period.

2.18.2 Discussion

a-b) No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not include specific
development proposals or development entitlements.
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The proposed project does not propose goals or policies that would conflict with the
policies in the Open Space and Conservation Element regarding the protection of
historical resources or protection and preservation of archaeological resources. As a
result, the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes, and
no impacts related to tribal cultural resources listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources or local register of historical resources would occur from
adoption or implementation of the Safety Element Update.
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2.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Would the project:

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of [] ] ] X
new or expanded water, wastewater treatment, or
storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the ] [] ] X
project and reasonably foreseeable future
development during normal, dry, and multiple dry
years?

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater L] ] ] X
treatment provider which serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the
project’s projected demand in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local [] [] [] X
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of
solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management ] [] [:| |X]
and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid
waste?

2.19.1 Setting
Water

The Imperial Valley depends on the Colorado River for its water, which Imperial Irrigation
District (IID) transports, untreated, to delivery gates for agricultural, municipal, industrial
(including geothermal and solar energy), environmental (managed marsh), recreational (lakes),
and other nonagricultural uses. IID supplies cities, communities, institutions, and the Southern
California Water Company with untreated water that they treat to meet state and federal drinking
water guidelines before distribution to their customers. Industries outside the municipal areas
treat the water to required standards of their industry. The IID Water Department tracks nearly
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4,000 raw water service accounts required by the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH) to have alternate drinking water service. The District maintains a small-acreage pipeline
and drinking water database and provides an annual compliance update to CDPH (EGI 2019).

Drainage

Imperial County is subject to regulation by the California State Water Resources Control Board
(Water Board) under NPDES general permit and waste discharge requirements for stormwater
discharges from small municipal separate storm sewer systems Order No. 2013-0001-dwq. The
Phase II Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit that became effective in July
2013 replaced the previous order in effect since April 2003. The Phase II MS4 Permit is a
General Permit issued by the Water Board pursuant to section 402 of the federal Clean Water
Act and implementing regulations (Code of Federal Regulations Title 40, Part 122) adopted by
the United States Environmental Protection Agency, and Chapter 5.5, Division 7 of the
California Water Code. These regulations apply to point discharges from MS4 to waters of the
state that the County owns and operates (Imperial 2021).

Solid Waste

Imperial County Public Works Solid Waste and Recycling Division administers and operates
nine landfills. Each landfill requires a scparate permit that is subject to review every five years
(Imperial 2021).

2.19.2 Discussion

a—c) No Impact. Future development within the county would require adequate increased
domestic water service, including water supplies, stormwater system, wastewater
treatment capacity, or individual wells and septic systems. The future potential
development within the county, where stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas,
and telecommunications facilities already exist, would be required to comply with the
County standards for development and connection.

Development impact fees adopted by the County to offset the cost of infrastructure are
based on the development potential of the General Plan and are collected at the time of
building permit issuance. The proposed project does not change any of the existing land
use designations in the Land Use Element of the General Plan that were used to calculate
development impact fees. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces
policies and implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law;
ensuring adequate evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of
the population, built environment, economy, and natural environment within the county;
and providing nature-based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not
include specific development proposals, nor does it grant entitlements for development.
Though future development could increase demand for water and wastewater service,
resulting in the need for new or expanded wastewater and water facilities,
implementation of the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental
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d—e)

changes and would have no impact to the relocation, construction, or expansion of
utilities facilities.

No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not include specific
development proposals or development entitlements. Future development within the
county would increase the demand for solid waste services and would increase the
amount of solid waste generated and sent to landfills. AB 939, which requires recycling
programs that result in a 50-percent diversion away from landfills, would apply to new
development. Since proposed project does not change land use designations, the impact
would be consistent with the General Plan EIR. Thus, the implementation of the proposed
project would not result in any physical environmental changes and would have no
impact on solid waste.
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2.20 WILDFIRE

If located in or near state responsibility areas or ;egf.g:::t

lands classified as very high fire hazard severity potentiany With Less Than

zones., would the project' Significant Mitigation Significant No
’ ' Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response ] ] ] ¥

plan or emergency evacuation plan?

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, ] ] [] X
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated ] [] ] X
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency
water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary
or ongoing impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, L] O] ] =
including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

2.20.1 Setting

Wildfire threat within the county ranges from moderate to very high, but is concentrated in the
western part of the county along the San Diego County border. A significant portion of the
county is undeveloped and consists of rugged topography with some flammable brush
vegetation. Although wildfire potential is generally low throughout the county, wildfire potential
does exist in a small area west of Ocotillo adjacent to San Diego County. This area is designated
as a High and Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone within both SRAs and LRAs (CAL FIRE
2007). Fire potential for Imperial County is typically greatest in the months of August,
September, and October, when dry vegetation coexists with hot, dry winds. However, in Imperial
County, fires with conflagration potential can occur at any time of the year. Seasonal drought
conditions exacerbate fire hazards.

2.20.2 Discussion

a) No Impact. The proposed project provides more current information on evacuation
routes and identifies additional risks associated with evacuation planning for the overall
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b)

d)

protection of the community and to reduce the risk of property loss and damage during
wildfires. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project would not conflict with or
change any evacuation plans and does not include specific development proposals or
development entitlements. Future development within the county would be required to
comply with local regulations, including the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. Since
the proposed project does not change land use designations, the impacts would be
consistent with the General Plan EIR. Thus, the implementation of the proposed project
would not result in any physical environmental changes that would impair an adopted
emergency response or evacuation plan, and no impact would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project identifies wildfire as a hazard and supports practices
that would reduce risks and the severity of wildfires. The proposed project does not
propose changes to land use designations or land use patterns, nor does it include specific
development proposals or development entitlements. Therefore, the implementation of
the proposed project would not result in any physical environmental changes that would
exacerbate wildfire risks, and no impacts related to wildfire risks would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project identifies wildfire as a hazard and supports practices
that would reduce risks and the severity of wildfires. Future development may require
new infrastructure and utilities, which would be installed to meet service requirements.
However, the proposed project is a policy-level document that does not provide site-
specific development or design proposals, nor does it grant entitlements for development.
All improvements would be subject to County development standards and verified as part
of either a building permit or construction approval. The proposed project does not
change land use designations, and therefore all infrastructure would be built according to
the General Plan and County Code. As a result, implementation of the proposed project
would not result in any physical environmental changes, and no impacts related to the
installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure would occur.

No Impact. The proposed project identifies wildfire as a hazard and supports practices
that would reduce risks and the severity of wildfires. The proposed project does not
include specific development proposals or development entitlements, nor does it change
any land use designations. Future development projects would be reviewed prior to
implementation to ensure fire hazard safety during project construction and
implementation. Construction would be required to adhere to the California Building and
Fire Codes to ensure safety during construction and operation and to not exacerbate or
create risk for humans or structures. Therefore, there would be no impacts exposing
people or structures to significant risk from downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage change as a result
of the implementation of the proposed project.
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2.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Less Than
Significant
Potentially ‘With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially [] (] [] X

degrade the quality of the environment, substantially

reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause

a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-

sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or

animal community, substantially reduce the number

or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or

animal or eliminate important examples of the major

periods of California history or prehistory?
b) Does the project have impacts that are individually ] ] ] X

limited, but cumulatively considerable?

(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the

incremental effects of a project are considerable

when viewed in connection with the effects of past

projects, the effects of other current projects, and the

effects of probable future projects.)
c) Does the project have environmental effects which ] ] ] X

will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

2.21.1 Discussion

a—c) No Impact. The proposed project is a policy-level document that introduces policies and
implementation programs that are limited to complying with state law; ensuring adequate
evacuation routes; helping increase the climate change resiliency of the population, built
environment, economy, and natural environment within the county; and providing nature-
based solutions to potential hazards. The proposed project does not include specific
development proposals or development entitlements. All future development in the
county would be required to be in accordance with local regulations, including the
General Plan and County Code. As a result, the proposed project would not result in any
physical environmental changes, and no impacts related to biological resources, cultural
resources, air quality, water quality, or noise would occur.
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As discussed throughout this Initial Study, the proposed project would not result in any
physical environmental changes, and no impacts have been identified for any of the
environmental resource topics. Therefore, the proposed project would not contribute to
cumulative impacts to any of the environmental resource topic areas, and adoption of the
Safety Element update would not result in environmental effects that are individually
limited but cumulatively considerable.

As reflected in this Initial Study, the proposed project does not have the potential to result
in substantial adverse impacts to humans. Therefore, no impacts related to significant
adverse impacts on humans either directly or indirectly would occur.
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4. Findings

This is to advise that the County of Imperial, acting as the lead agency, has conducted an Initial

Study to determine if the project may have a significant effect on the environment and is proposing

this Negative Declaration based upon the following findings:

I:l The Initial Study shows that there is no substantial evidence that the project may have a
significant effect on the environment and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

D The Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects but:

(1) Proposals made or agreed to by the applicant before this proposed Mitigated Negative
Declaration was released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a
point where clearly no significant effects would occur.

(2) There is no substantial evidence before the agency that the project may have a significant
effect on the environment.

(3) Mitigation measures are required to ensure all potentially significant impacts are reduced to
levels of insignificance.

A NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

If adopted, the Negative Declaration means that an Environmental Impact Report will not be
required. Reasons to support this finding are included in the attached Initial Study. The project file
and all related documents are available for review at the County of Imperial, Planning &
Development Services Department, 801 Main Street,El Centro, CA 92243 (442) 265-1736.

NOTICE

The public is invited to comment on the proposed Negative Declaration during the review period.

Date of Determination  Jim Minnick, Director of Planning & Development Services

The Applicant hereby acknowledges and accepts the results of the Environmental Evaluation Committee
(EEC) and hereby agrees to implement all Mitigation Measures, if applicable, as outlined in the MMRP.

Applicant Signature Date
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Kimberly Noriega

From: Quechan Historic Preservation Officer <historicpreservation@quechantribe.com>
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 9:39 AM

To: Kimberly Noriega

Cc: Diana Robinson

Subject: RE: AB 52 Letter Safety Element Updated - GPA21-0004

|CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.
This email is to inform you that we have no comments on this project. We defer to the more local Tribes and support
their decisions on the projects.

From: Kimberly Noriega [mailto:KimberlyNoriega@co.imperial.ca.us]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2022 4:20 PM

To: Quechan Indian Tribe ; Quechan Historic Preservation Officer

Cc: Michael Abraham; David Black; Diana Robinson; Jim Minnick; Carina Gomez; John Robb; Maria Scoville; Rosa Soto;

Shannon Lizarraga; Valerie Grijalva
Subject: AB 52 Letter Safety Element Updated - GPA21-0004

Good Afternoon,

Please see attached Formal Notification of Determination that a Project Application is complete or
Decision to undertake a project, and Notification of Consultation Opportunity regarding General

Plan Amendment #21-0004 Safety Element Update.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact our office at (442) 265-1736.

Thank you,

Mfougya

Office Assistant IlI MAR 14 2

Imperial County

Planning and Development Services
801 Main St.

El Centro, CA 92243

% Phone: (442) 265-1736

R Fax: (442) 265-1735

B A
S,

Oy, Y

Fironts
The preceding e-mail message {Including any attachments) contains informatlon that may be confidential, be protected by the attorney-client or other applicable
privileges, or constitute non-public information. It Is intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient of this message,
please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system. Use, dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of this message by
unintended recipients Is not authorized and may be unlawful.



Q Virus-free. www.avast.com



Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Planning / Building

Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

March 11, 2022
REQUEST FOR REVIEW
AND COMMENTS

The attached project and materials are being sent to you for your review and as an early notification that the following project is being requested
and belng processed by the County's Planning & Development Services Department. Please review the proposed project based on your

agency/department area of inlerest, expertise, and/or jurisdiction.

__To:  County Agencies
IC Public Heallh  Janelle Angulo

Ag. Commissloner - Margo SancheziAna L Gomez
{Sandra Mendivilf Carlos Ortiz

B4 APCD — Monica Soucier /Matt Dessert

(X EHS - Jeff Lamoure /Jorge Perez/Mario Salinas
(%) Public Works - Guillarmo Mondozal John Gay

£<) 1C SherilPs Office ~ Roben Benavidez / Ray Loera/
Scolt Shappeard

X Heber Public ity Districl - Laura Fischer

B4 Salton Community Service - Milch Manstiold

Wintethaven Counly Walor District - Rick Miller
BdCampo Band of Mission Indians - Marcus Cuero

Chemehuevl Reservalion - Charles Wood
Inter-Tribal Cullural Resource Protection Council -
Frank Brown
[X] La Posta Band of Mission Indians - Gwendoiyn
Parada

- S_tgtq {\gencfeslc_)_ttl_er -
(X1 Weslmoriand Fire Depl. - Serglo Gruz

11D -Donald Vargas . )
Bombay Beach Community Service Dlstrict
Frank Raymond

"| BIC FirelOES Office - Alfrodo Eslrada/Robert

Malek

(X LAFCO - Jurg Heuberger

(3JIv Emergency Communications Authority - Mark
Schmidt

| Coachella Valley Waer Distiict

X Palo Verde Fire Degl. - Alfredo Esirada J

R Ocolilio Mutual Water Company
(4 Colorado River Indian Tribe — Denais Paich

X0 Cocopah Indian Tribe ~ Sherry Cordova

Cities/Other
(X] City of Cellpaltia - Jorge Galvan

B9 City of Calexico - Miguel Figueroa
X Cily of Brawley - Gordon Gaste

[ City of El Centro - Norma Villcana
[ Clty of Holtville - Jeorge Galvan

Holtville Fire Depl. — Alex Silva

Clly of Imperial - LisN Tylenda

B Seeley Counly Waler Districl - Miriam Rosales
X Augusting Band of Gahullla Mission Indians -
Karen Kupcha/ Amanda Vance

[X) Ewileapaayp Tribal Office - Wil Micklin
B3 Fort Yuma - Quechan Indian Tribe - H. Jil
McCorrmick/ Jordan D Joaquin

B3 Kumeyaay Cullural Repalriation Commiliee

[X] Nalive American Commission

£ Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Nalion - Angela
EliotSaos e
{4 Torres-Martinez Desert Cahullla Indfans -

Thomag Todez/ Joseph Mirelez

Diana Robinson, Plannin

g Division Manager - (442) 265-1736 or ICPDECommenlLellers@co.mperial.caus
Seismic and Public Safely Element Update — General Plan Amendment #21-0004

The Seismic and Public Safely Element Is a state-mandated General Plan element that must identify potential natural and
human-created hazards that could affect Imperial County (County) residents, businesses, and services. The purpose of the

Seismic and Public Safely Element Is to establish a framework that anticipates these hazards and prepares the community to

From:
Project ID:
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mitigate exposure lo these hazards,
Comments due by:

March 25', 2022 at 5:00PM
COMMENTS: (affach & separale sheel if necessary) (If no comments, please state below and mail, fax, or e-mail lhis sheet to Case Planner)
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Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

[MPERTAL COUNTY
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT
RECEIVED VIA EMAIL

~March 11,2022

Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Planning / Building

March 11, 2022
REQUEST FOR REVIEW
AND COMMENTS

The attached project and materials are baing sent to you for your review and as an early notification that the following project Is being requested
and belng processed by the County's Planning & Development Services Department. Please raview the proposed project based on your
agency/department area of interest, expertise, and/or jurisdiction.

To: Counly Agencles -

__ State Agencies/Olher

Citlas/Other

Westmorland Fire Dapl. — Sergio Cruz

[ City of Calipatria ~ Jorge Galvan

E IC Public Health — Janette Angulo
Ag. Commissioner - Margo Sanchez/Ana L Gomez
/Sandra Mendivil/ Carlos Ortiz

IID -Donald Vargas

City of Calexico ~ Miguel Figuaroa

DX APCD — Monica Soucler Malt Dessert

Bombay Beach Community Service District -
Frank Raymond

Cliy of Brawley ~ Gordon Gaste

[X] EHS — Jeff Lamoure /Jarge Perez/Mario Salinaa

IC Fire/OES Office — Alfredo Estrada/Raobert
Malek

City of E Centro — Norma Vliicana

Public Warks - Gulllermo Mendozal John Gay

LAFCO - Jurg Heuberger

{X City of Holtvllle — Jeorge Glvan

"X IC Sheiff's Office — Robert Benavidez / Ray Loera/
Scolt Sheppeard

IV Emergency Communicalions Authority — Mark
Schmidt

X Holtviile Flre Dept. - Alex Silva

{30 Heber Public ulllity District - Laura Flacher

[X Coachella Valley Water Dlatrict

Clty of Imperial — Us N Tylenda

Salton Communily Service - Mitch Mansfleld

Palo Verde Fire Dept. - Alfredo Eslrada Jr.

D3 Secley County Water District - Miriam Rosales

Winterhaven County Water Diatrict - Rick Milter

Ocolllto Mutual Water Company

] Augustine Band of Cehullia Mission Indlans -
Karan Kupcha/ Amanda Vance

_BXCampo Band of Misslon Indlens - Marcus Cuero

[3J Cotorado River Indian Tribe — Dennis Palch

Ewilaapaayp Tribal Offica — Will Mickin

Inter-Tribal Cultural Resource Pratection Council -
Frank Brown

%ﬁhemshuevl Reservation - Charles Wood

For Yuma - Quechan Indian Tribe = H. Jill

| McCormick/ Jordan D Joaquin

[ Cocopah Indian Tribe — Sherry Cordova

[XI La Posta Band of Mission indians — Gwendolyn
Parada

[ Natlve American Commission

Kumeyaay Cullural Repatriation Commiltee

D Manzanhta Band of Kumeyeay Nalion ~ Angsla
Elllol Sentos

‘| 4 Tarres-Martinez Desert Cahuila Indlans —

Thomas Toriez/ Joseph Mirelez

Diana Robinson, Planning Divislon Manager - (442) 285-1736 or [CPDSCommentLetlers@co.imperial.ca.us
Seismic and Public Safety Element Update — General Plan Amendment #21-0004

The Seismic and Public Safsly Element Is a stale-mandated General Plan element that must (dentify potential natural and
human-created hazards that could affect Imparial County (County) residents, businesses, and services. The purpose of the

Seismic and Public Safety Element Is to eslablish a framework that anticipates these hazards and prepares the community to

From:
Project ID:
Project Location: Countywide
Project Description:
miigate exposure to these hazards.
Comments due by:

March 25t, 2022 at 5:00PM
COMMENTS: (altach a separale sheel if necessary} {if no comments, please stalo below and mall, fax, o e-mall this sheet to Casa Planner)

No Comment
Name:Monica N, Soucier _ Signatire: 28, _TileAPC Division Manager
Date: Mar 18, 2022 _Telephone No.: (442) 265-1800 E-mall: menicasoucier@co.imperial.ca.us
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Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Planning / Building

Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

March 11, 2022
REQUEST FOR REVIEW
AND COMMENTS

The altached project and materials are being senl to you for your review and as an early notification Ihat the following project is being requested
and being processed by the Counly's Planning & Development Services Department. Please review the proposed project based on your

agency/deparlment area of interesl, experlise, and/or jurisdiction.

__To: __ Counly Agencies

(X IC Public Health — Janelte Angulo . _ ol
B Ag. Commissioner - Margo Sanchez/Ana L Gomez
| (Sandra Mendivil/ Carlos Orliz

__ Slale Agencies/Olher
[ Westmortand Fire epl. - Sergio Cruz

o Cltles/Other

| & ciy of Catpatia - dorge Gavan

[ 11D -Donald Vargas

) APCD - Manica Soucier /Malt Dessert

B EHS - Jeff Lamoure /orge Perez/Mario Salinas

B4 Public Works - Guillermo Mendozal John Gay
[X] IC Sheriff's Office - Robert Benavidez / Ray Loera/
Scoll Sheppeard

[ Heber Public utifity Distric! - Laura Fischer

| [ Coachella Valiey Water District

{X] Bombay Beach Communily Service Dislricl -
| _Frank Raymond

4 City of Calexica - Miguel Figueroa

[ City of Braw'ey - Gordon Gasle

C Fire/OES Office - Allredo Eslrada/Robert
_ Malek

Cily of El Centro - Norma Villcana

R LAFCO - Jurg Heuberger

(] City of Hollville - Jearge Galvan _

IV Emergency Communicatioris Authorily - Mark
 Schmidl

[ Salton Community Service - Mitch Mansfield

_BXICampo Band of Mission Indians - Marcus Cuero
Chemehuevi Reservalion - Charles Wood
%] Inter-Tribal Cullural Resoutce Protection Counil -
|_Frank Brown o

La Posta Band of Mission Indians ~ Gwendolyn
Parada

(%) Palo Verde Fire Depl, - Altedo Esirada Jr

_BX City of Imperial - Lis N Tylenda

B3 Holtville Fire Dept. - Alex Silva

Seeley County Water Dislrict - Mitiam Rosales

[ Ocolillo Mutual Water Company

Augustine Band of Cahuillz Mission Indians —
Karen Kupchal Amanda Vance

B3 Colorado River Indian Tribe - Dennis Palch ' B

3 Cocopah Indian Tribe - Shemry Cordova

_| B Kumeyaay Cullural Repalriation Commitiee

[] Ewilaapaayg Tribal Office - Will Micklin

Forl Yuma - Quechan Indian Tribe - H Jill
McCormick/ Jordan D Joaquin ‘_
[} Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Nalion - Angela
Efliol Sanlos

_ B Nalive American Commission

B4 Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians—
Thomas Torez/ Joseph Mirelez

Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager - (442) 265-1736 or

ICPDSCommenlLellers@co.impetial.ca.us

Seismic and Public Safety Element Updale - General Plan Amandment #21-0004

The Seismic and Public Salely Element is a stale-mandated General Plan element that must identify potential natural and

human-created hazards that could affect Imperial Counly (Counly) residents, businesses, and services. The purpose of the
Seismic and Public Safely Element is to establish a framework that anticipates these hazards and prepares the communily to

From:
Project ID:
Project Location: Counlywide
Project Description:
mitigate exposure to these hazards.
Comments due by:

March 25™, 2022 at 5:00PM
COMMENTS: (aftach a separate shee! if necessary) (i no comments, please stale below and mail, fax, or e-mail (his sheel to Case Planner)

o covwmowys

Name: HN:
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Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Planning / Building

Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

March 11, 2022
REQUEST FOR REVIEW
AND COMMENTS

The attached project and materials are being sent to you for your review and as an early nolifi
and being processed by the Counly’s Planning & Development Services Department.

agency/department area of interest, expertise, and/or jurisdiction.

cation that the following project is being requested
Please review the proposed project based on your

To: Counly Agencies

__ State Agencies/Other

[C Public Health - Janette Angulo o
Ag. Commissioner — Margo Sanchez/Ana L Gomez
ISandra Mendivill Carlos Ortiz

X Westmorland Fire Dept. - Sergio Cruz

Cities/Other

B Cily of Calipatria - Jorge Galvan

[X) Cily of Calexico - Miguel Figueroa

IID -Donald Vargas
<] Bombay Beach Community Service Olstrict -
Frank Raymond

[X City of Brawley - Gordon Gaste

EHS — Jeff Lamoure lJorge Perez/Mario Salinas

L4 IC Fire/OES Office - Allredo Estrada/Robert
Malek

X City of EI Cenlro ~ Norma Villcana

Public Works - Guillermo Mendozal John Gay

_| B LAFCO - Jurg Heuberger

City of Holtville — Jeorge Galvan

IC Sheriff's Office - Robert Benavidez / Ray Loeral
Scoll Sheppeard

IV Emergency Communications Authority — Mark
Schmidt

(] Hollvilte Firg Dept. - Alex Siiva

[] Heber Public utility District - Laura Fischer

(<) Coachella Valley Water Districl

[ Cily of Imperial - Lis N Tylenda

(%] Salton Communily Service - Mitch Mansfield

(X] Palo Verde Fire Depl. - Alfredo Esirada Jr.

_b4 Sceley County Waler Dislrict - Miriam Rosales

[X] Winterhaven Counly Water District - Rick Miller

[X] Ocolillo Mutual Water Company

Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians —
_|_Karen Kupcha/ Amanda Vance

[E<ICampo Band of Mission Indians - Marcus Cuero

B4 Colorado River Indian Tribe - Dennis Patch

Ewilaapaayp Tribal Office — Will Micklin

B Chemehuevi Reservation - Charles Wood

X Cocopah Indian Tribe - Sherry Cordova

Fort Yuma - Quechan Indian Trbe - H Jil
_|_ McCormick/ Jordan D Joaquin

B4 Inter-Tribal Cultural Resource Protection Council —
Frank Brown

Kumeyaay Cultural Repalriation Commiltee

(] Manzanita Band of Kumeyaay Nation - Angela
Elliot Santos

(X1 La Posta Band of Mission Indians ~ Gwendolyn
Parada

Nalive American Commission

Tores-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians —
Thomas Tortez/ Joseph Mirelez

From:
Project ID:

Project Location: Countywide

Project Description:

Seismic and Public Safety

Comments due by:

Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager - (442) 265-1736 or
Seismic and Public Safety Element Update - General Plan Amendment #21-0004

ICPDSCommenlLelters@co.imperial.ca.us

The Seismic and Public Salely Element is a state-mandaled General Plan element that must identify potential natural and
human-created hazards that could affect Imperial County (County) residents, businesses, and services. The purpose of the

Element is to establish a framework that anticipates these hazards and prepares the community to
mitigate exposure to these hazards.

March 25" 2022 at 5:00PM
COMMENTS:; (atfach a separato sheet if necessary) (if no comments, please stale below and mai, fax, or e-mail this sheet to Case Planner)

Name: _
Date:

Telephone No.:

Signalture:

Tille:

E-mail:
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Kimberlz Noriega

From: Quechan Historic Preservation Officer <historicpreservation@quechantribe.com>
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 9:39 AM

To: Kimberly Noriega

Cc: Diana Robinson

Subject: RE: Request for Comments GPA21-0004 Safety Element Update

|CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.
This email is to inform you that we have no comments on this project.

From: Kimberly Noriega [mailto:KimberlyNoriega@co.imperial.ca.us]

Sent: Friday, March 11, 2022 5:33 PM

To: Carlos Ortiz; Sandra Mendivil; Margo Sanchez; Matt Dessert; Monica Soucier; Jorge Perez; Jeff Lamoure; Mario
Salinas; Alfredo Estrada Jr; Robert Malek; Janette Angulo; John Gay; Guillermo Mendoza; Ray Loera - Sherriff; Robert
Benavidez; Scott Sheppeard; Donald Vargas - 1ID; Jurg Heuberger (jurgh@iclafco.com); Mark Schmidt; Andrea Montano-
City of Brawley ; Miguel Figueroa; Jorge Galvan - City of Imperial ; lholt@holtgroup.net; asiiva@holtville.ca.gov;
Angel_Hernandez; ltylenda@cityofimperial.org; wmifirel@gmail.com; j_llanas@calipatria.com; incoming@cvwd.org;
Ifischer@heber.ca.gov; Alfredo Estrada Jr; mmansfield@saltoncsd.ca.gov; mrosales@seeleywaterdistrict.com;
ahernandez@seeleywaterdistrict.com; mbaeza@seeleywaterdistrict.com; whavenca@gmail.com;
hhaines@augustinetribe.com; marcuscuero@campo-nsn.gov; chairman@cit-nsn.gov; cocotcsec@cocopah.com;
tashina.harper@crit-nsn.gov; wmicklin@leaningrock.net; Quechan Historic Preservation Officer;
frankbrown6928@gmail.com; Quechan Indian Tribe ; ljbirdsinger@aol.com; Ip13boots@aol.com;
Thomas.tortez@torresmartinez-nsn.gov; Joseph.mirelez@torresmartinez-nsn.gov; nach@nach.ca.gov

Cc: Michael Abraham; Diana Robinson; Carina Gomez; John Robb; Maria Scoville; Rosa Soto; Shannon Lizarraga; Valerie
Grijalva

Subject: Request for Comments GPA21-0004 Safety Element Update

Good morning,

Please see attached Request for Comments packet for General Plan Amendment #21-0004 Safety
Element Update.

Comments are due by March 25, 2022 at 5:00PM.

In an effort to increase the efficiency at which information is distributed and reduce paper usage,
the Request for Comments packet is being sent to you via this email.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office (442) 265-1736, or submit your
comment letters to |CPDScommentletters@co.imperial.ca.us.

Thank you,

Office Assistant ill

Imperial County
Planning and Development Services



801 Main St.

El Centro, CA 92243

‘& Phone: (442) 265-1736
% Fax: (442) 265-1735

The preceding e-mall message (including any attachments) contains information that may be confidential, be protected by the attorney-client or other applicable
privileges, or constitute non-public information. It Is Intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended reclplent of this message,
please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system. Use, dissemInation, distribution, or reproduction of this message by
unintended reciplents is not authorized and may be unlawful.

A @ Virus-free. www.avast.com
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@ETOIEIEM Safety Element

IMPERIAL COUNTY GENERAL PLAN
SEISMIC AND PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

L. INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND CONTENT

The Seismic and Public Safety Element is a state-mandated General Plan element that
must identify potential natural and human-created hazards that could affect Imperial County
(County) residents, businesses, and services. The purpose of the Seismic and Public
Safety Element is to establish a framework that anticipates these hazards and prepares the
community to mitigate exposure to these hazards. Imperial County’s jurisdictional are
shown in Figure 1.

The Seismic and Public Safety Element conveys the County’s goals, policies, and actions
to minimize hazards to safety and welfare in Imperial County. Upon adoption, this Seismic
and Public Safety Element will replace the 1997 Seismic and Public Safety Element. This
element identifies the natural and human-caused hazards that affect existing and future
development and provides guidelines for protecting residents, employees, visitors, and
other community members from injury and death. It describes present and expected future
conditions and sets policies and standards for improved public safety. The Seismic and
Public Safety Element also seeks to minimize physical harm to the buildings and
infrastructure in Imperial County to reduce damage to local and regional economic
systems, community services, and ecosystems.

Some degree of risk is inevitable because the potential for many disasters cannot be
completely eliminated and the ability to predict such disasters is limited. The goal of the
Seismic and Public Safety Element is to reduce the risk of injury, death, property loss, and
other hardships to acceptable levels. The Seismic and Public Safety Element serves the
following functions:

e Develops a framework by which safety considerations are introduced into the land
use planning process.

e Facilitates the identification and mitigation of hazards for new development, thus
strengthening existing codes, project review, and permitting processes.

e Presents policies and implementation programs directed at identifying and reducing
hazards in existing development.

e Strengthens earthquake, flood, inundation, and wildland fire preparedness planning
and post-disaster reconstruction policies.

¢ |dentifies how hazards are likely to increase in frequency and intensity in the future
and provides policies to increase community resilience.

Planning& Development Services Department Seismic and Public Safety Element Page 1
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Chapter 6 EREIEVAENE

Regulatory Framework

Under state law, all counties and incorporated communities in California must prepare a
General Plan, which addresses several topics, one of which is public health and safety. The
Seismic and Public Safety Element addresses this topic in accordance with state
requirements, which are laid out in California law, particularly in Section 65302(g) of the
California Government Code. State law requires that the Seismic and Public Safety
Element address the following:

e Protect the community from risks associated with a variety of hazards, including
seismic activity, landslides, flooding, and wildfire, as required by California
Government Code Section 65302(g)(1).

e Map and assess the risk associated with flood hazards, develop policies to minimize
the flood risk to new development and essential public facilities, and establish
effective working relationships among agencies with flood protection responsibilities,
as required by California Government Code Section 65302(g)(2).

e Map and assess the risk associated with wildfire hazards, develop policies to reduce
the wildfire risk to new land uses and essential facilities, ensure there is adequate
road and water infrastructure to respond to wildfire emergencies, and establish
cooperative relationships between wildfire protection agencies, as required by
California Government Code Section 65302(g)(3).

e Assess the risks associated with climate change on local assets, populations, and
resources. Note existing and planned development in at-risk areas and identify
agencies responsible for providing public health and safety and environmental
protection. Develop goals, policies, and objectives to reduce the risks associated
with climate change impacts, including locating new public facilities outside of at-risk
areas, providing adequate infrastructure in at-risk areas, and supporting natural
infrastructure for climate adaptation, as required by California Government Code
Section 65302(g)(4).

o |dentify residential developments in any hazard area identified that do not have at
least two emergency evacuation routes, as required by California Government Code
Section 65302(g)(5).

Relationship to Other Documents

The Imperial County Seismic and Public Safety Element does not exist in a vacuum but is
instead one of several plans that address public safety and related topics. The Seismic and
Public Safety Element is part of a comprehensive effort to address the impacts of hazards
in Imperial County and must be consistent with these other plans to minimize conflicts
between documents and ensure that the County has a unified strategy to address public
safety issues. The Seismic and Public Safety Element incorporates information, technical
analyses, and policies from these other documents where appropriate to help support this
consistency.

Planning & Development Services Department Seismic and Public Safety Element Page 3
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Other General Plan Elements

The Seismic and Public Safety Element is one of several elements of the Imperial County
General Plan. Other social, economic, political, and aesthetic factors must be considered
and balanced with safety needs. Rather than compete with the policies of related elements,
the Seismic and Public Safety Element provides policy direction and designs safety
improvements that complement the intent and policies of other General Plan elements.
Crucial relationships exist between the Seismic and Public Safety Element and the other
General Plan elements. How land uses are determined in areas prone to natural hazards,
what regulations limit development in these areas, and how hazards are mitigated for
existing development, are all issues that tie the elements together. For instance, Land Use
Element policies must consider the potential for various hazards identified in the Seismic
and Public Safety Element and must be consistent with the policies to address those
hazards. The Conservation and Open Space Element is also closely tied to the Seismic
and Public Safety Element. Floodplains, for example, are not only hazard areas, but often
serve as sensitive habitat for threatened or endangered species or provide recreation or
passive open space opportunities for residents and visitors. As such, flood and inundation
policies balance the need to protect public health and safety with the need to protect habitat
and open space. Seismic and Public Safety Element policies, especially those concerning
evacuation routes and critical facilities, must also be consistent with those of the Circulation
and Scenic Highways Element. The County’s Circulation Plan routes are considered the
backbone routes for evacuation purposes. Policies and information in this Seismic and
Public Safety Element should not conflict with those in other elements.

Imperial County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

The Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (MHMP) for Imperial County was
developed in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and followed the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’'s (FEMA) Local Hazard Mitigation Plan guidance.
Imperial County’s MHMP is a plan to identify and profile hazard conditions, analyze risk to
people and facilities, and develop mitigation actions to reduce or eliminate hazard risks in
the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Imperial County. The MHMP and the Seismic
and Public Safety Element address similar issues, but the Seismic and Public Safety
Element provides a higher-level framework and set of policies, and the MHMP focuses on
more specific mitigation actions. The implementation of these mitigation actions, which
include both short- and long-term strategies, involve planning, policy changes, programs,
projects, and other activities. The Seismic and Public Safety Element also includes policies
related to emergency response, recovery, and preparation activities. The most recent
version of Imperial County’s MHMP can be found online at
https://firedept.imperialcounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Imperial-County-MHMP-
2021-Plan-Update-2021_01_11.pdf.
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Climate Change Vulnerability

Changes to the global climate system are expected to affect future occurrences of natural
hazards in and around Imperial County. Many hazards are projected to become more
frequent and more intense in coming years and decades, and in some cases, these trends
have already begun. According to California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment'?
Imperial County can expect the following changes to climate-related hazard events:

e Warmer temperatures are projected to cause an increase in extreme heat events.
Because extreme heat is relative to the area, this means that extreme heat events
may occur anywhere in Imperial County. The number of extreme heat days, defined
in Imperial County as a day when the high temperature is at least 111.2 degrees
Fahrenheit (°F), is expected to rise from a historical annual average of 4 to 36 by the
middle of the century (2035 to 2064), and to 67 by the end of the century (2070 to
2099), depending on the severity of climate change and the specific location. In
addition to the increases in extreme heat events, Imperial County is expected to see
an increase in the average daily high temperatures. Extreme heat poses a significant
human health risk, especially to senior citizens, outdoor workers, and persons who
do not have access to adequate cooling, including people experiencing
homelessness. Some buildings and infrastructure systems may be damaged by very
high temperatures, constraining their ability to meet community needs.

e Rainfall rates are currently low (approximately 3.4 inches per year) and highly
variable from year to year. High variability between climate model predictions of
future rainfall rates makes projections of future water availability highly uncertain.
However, rainfall variability is projected to increase over the coming decades, with
extreme dry and extreme wet events both becoming more common. Climate change
is expected to increase the frequency and severity of droughts that cause soil to dry
out and condense. When precipitation does return, more water runs off the surface
rather than being absorbed into the ground, which can lead to floods. As a result,
floods are expected to occur more often in Imperial County, and climate change may
expand the parts of the county that are considered flood-prone.

e Climate change can increase the rates of infection for various diseases because
many of the animals that carry diseases are more active during warmer weather.
There are several diseases that are linked to climate change and can be harmful to
the health of Imperial County community members, such as hantavirus pulmonary
syndrome, Lyme disease, West Nile fever, and influenza. Many of these diseases
are carried by animals, such as mice and rats, ticks, and mosquitos, which are

' Bedsworth, Louise, Dan Cayan, Guido Franco, Leah Fisher, Sonya Ziaja. (California Governor’s Office of Planning
and Research, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, California Energy Commission, California Public Utilities
Commission). 2018. Statewide Summary Report. California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment. Publication
number: SUMCCCA4-2018-013.

2 Hopkins, Francesca (University of California, Riverside). 2018. Inland Deserts Summary Report. California’s
Fourth Climate Change Assessment. Publication number: SUM-CCCA4-2018-008.
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usually seen as pests even if they do not cause infections. Warmer temperatures
earlier in the spring and later in the winter can cause these animals to be active for
longer periods, increasing the time that these diseases can be transmitted.

o Climate change can impact the morphology, lifecycle, and behavior of agricultural
and forestry pests, including insects and weeds. Higher temperatures will likely
allow some insects to mature faster, decreasing the time between subsequent
generations and enabling insects to spend more time flying around fields,
reproducing, and feeding on crops. Additionally, climate change, by changing
atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide (COz), is projected to alter weed morphology
such that some major weeds may become less sensitive to herbicide treatments.
Changes in weed and insect morphology, lifecycle, and behavior may trigger
increased reliance on pesticides, which in turn can harm sensitive aquatic habitats.
Increased pesticide application, coupled with extreme rainfall events that can
efficiently flush agricultural cultures into rivers and streams, means that climate
change can lead to high levels of chemical exposure among aquatic species.

o Climate change is expected to negatively impact local and regional air quality
through increased dust and fire. More severe and frequent drought and high
temperature conditions could increase dust production from desert regions. While
Imperial County itself is not at especially high wildfire risk, increasing regional fire
frequency can create recurring air quality degradation events leading to respiratory
health effects. Increased air emissions from an expanded playa of the Salton Sea
may also add to these air quality problems. Health impacts associated with air
poliution are typically most severe for young children, senior citizens, and those
already suffering from respiratory or cardiovascular disease. Outdoor workers,
individuals experiencing homelessness, and others who may experience particularly
high levels of air pollution exposure are also vulnerable.

o Severe weather events, such as strong storms and high winds, may become more
frequent and intense due to climate change. Climate change is expected to cause an
increase in intense rainfall, which is usually associated with strong storm systems.
Heavy rainfall may also contribute to an increased risk of landslides in the hills
around Imperial County. In Imperial County, most severe weather is linked to high
winds. The types of dangers posed by severe weather vary widely and include
injuries or deaths, damage to buildings and structures, fallen trees, roads blocked by
debris, and fires sparked by lightning.

Vulnerability Assessment

Under California law, the Seismic and Public Safety Element is required to include a
vulnerability assessment that examines how people, buildings, infrastructure, and other key
community assets may be affected by climate change. The County conducted a Climate
Change Vulnerability Assessment in summer and fall of 2021 to analyze Imperial County's
susceptibility to climate-related hazards. The County’s vulnerability assessment, prepared
in accordance with the most recent available guidance in the California Adaptation Planning
Guide, assesses how nine different climate-related hazards (agricultural and forestry pests,

Planning & Development Services Department Seismic and Public Safety Element Page 6
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air quality, drought, extreme heat, flooding, human health hazards, landslides, severe
weather, and wildfire) may affect 81 different population groups and community assets.
Each population or asset received a score of V1 (minimal vulnerability) to V5 (severe
vulnerability) for each climate-related hazard. The Climate Change Vulnerability
Assessment indicates that Imperial County’s populations and assets are most vulnerable to
extreme heat, drought, and poor air quality. The most vulnerable communities include
households in poverty, immigrants and refugees, incarcerated and formerly incarcerated
individuals, outdoor workers, people with chronic illnesses, and seniors living alone.

Countywide, energy delivery is vulnerable to multiple hazards, including severe weather,
such as high winds that can trigger public safety power shutoff (PSPS) events, extreme
heat that reduces the capacity and strains the system, and wildfires that damage the
system, ultimately disrupting energy service. These conditions can damage communication
infrastructure, decreasing network capacity. There may be a higher demand for
communication services during severe weather, potentially putting stress on the network
and increasing the risk of service interruptions. Furthermore, energy delivery services,
specifically electricity delivery, is subject to harm during extreme heat events. Extreme heat
can lead to power outages by causing mechanical failure of grid equipment, heat damage
to power lines, and by creating a high demand for electricity to power air conditioners, all of
which place stress on the network. This is likely to lead to greater service disruptions.

Interruptions in energy service can create vulnerabilities for Imperial County community
members. A loss of electricity can cause a loss of refrigeration for food and medical
supplies, limit cooking, cause loss of cooling (particularly dangerous during extreme heat
events), lighting, and limited or no access to the Internet or other information systems.
Many businesses are forced to close during a power outage, causing economic hardships
and depriving community members of important services, such as grocery stores, gas
stations, and banks/ATMs. Power outages may also be harmful to people who depend on
electrically powered medical devices.

Climate change could affect the transportation network and associated economic activity
within Imperial County via strain on transportation infrastructure, impacts of travel behavior,
and impacts on goods movement and supply chain business continuity. Transportation
infrastructure such as roadways, bridge supports, railways, and airports are all potentially at
increased risk due to severe storms, flash floods, higher temperatures, landslides, and
increased wildfire risk. When parts of the transportation infrastructure network fail, typical
travel routes for both passenger travel and goods movement may be affected. Disruption in
transportation of goods can affect the economic vitality of the region and the livelihood of
many businesses.

Agriculture is a major economic driver within Imperial County. Already at the high
temperature limit for agriculture globally, climate change will bring additional heat stress to
field crops, livestock, and the health of farm workers. Agriculture in the region is almost
completely dependent on irrigation, and demand will likely increase with rising
evapotranspiration rates under warmer climate conditions. Potential climate-driven
reductions to Colorado River flow and competing water needs in other regions pose
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another threat to agriculture. Temperature changes may also exacerbate insect, weed, and
other pest problems for humans, animals, and crops due to the potential for increased
insect, pathogen, and weed growth at higher temperatures.

A major geographic feature of the region is the Salton Sea, which is maintained by inflows
from agricultural runoff. The Salton Sea serves as a tourist attraction, rest stop for millions
of migratory birds along the Pacific Flyway, and a year-round habitat for several
endangered and sensitive species, including the desert pupfish (Cyprinodon macularius),
Yuma clapper rail (Rallus longirostris yumanensis), and burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia).
The sea’s water quality has been in steady decline since its formation due to the
accumulation of salts and pollutants, hastened by declines in water transfers to the sea.
Reductions in agricultural runoff to the Salton Sea pose a hazard for public and ecological
health as well as the region’s economy. As the sea shrinks, the increasingly exposed playa
is likely to become a major source of dust, polluting the air of the region. The County
already suffers from high rates of childhood asthma and cardiovascular disease thought to
be linked to dust emissions from the sea, making increased playa dust emissions of
particular concern in terms of human health. Climate change will exacerbate water supply
and quality issues that hamper efforts to restore the sea, and will place additional stress of
environmental quality, habitat, and public health challenges related to the shrinking sea.

The Seismic and Public Safety Element includes goals, policies, and implementation
programs to increase community resilience and help lower vulnerability to populations and
assets, particularly for those that received a score of V4 or V5 (high or severe vulnerability)
in the Vulnerability Assessment. A full list of the Vulnerability Assessment results can be
found in Appendix A.

Seismic and Public Safety Element Organization
This element outlines the existing and likely future hazardous conditions and other public
safety issues in Imperial County, including:

e Seismic and geologic hazards

¢ Flood hazards

e Fire hazards (urban and wildland)

o Hazardous waste and materials

e Lifelines and Critical Facilities

» Disaster preparedness, response, and recovery

e Drought

e Extreme heat

e Severe weather
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This element provides details pertaining to probable locations of each hazard or issue likely
to occur (per availability of data), past notable events in Imperial County, agencies
responsible for providing protection from hazards, and other background information
required by the State of California Government Code Section 65302(g)(4). Goals and
policies are identified following the discussion of each hazard, and implementation
strategies that support one or more of the Seismic and Public Safety Element policies are
in the General Plan Implementation Strategies.

Il. EXISTING CONDITIONS

SEISMIC AND GEOLOGIC HAZARDS

Seismic and geologic hazards are caused by the movement of different parts of the Earth’s
crust or surface. Seismic hazards include earthquakes and secondary hazards caused by
seismic activity. Geologic hazards are other hazards involving land movements that are not
linked to seismic activity and are capable of inflicting harm to people or property.

Seismic Hazards

Earthquakes

Seismic activity occurs along boundaries in the Earth’s crust, called faults. Pressure along
the faults build over time and is ultimately released, resulting in ground shaking that we
refer to as an earthquake. Earthquakes can also trigger other hazards, including surface
rupture (cracks in ground surface), liqguefaction (causing loose soil to lose its strength and
liquefy), landslides, and subsidence (sinking of the ground surface). Earthquakes and other
seismic hazards often damage or destroy property and public infrastructure, and falling
objects or structures pose a risk of injury or death.

While Imperial County is at risk from many natural and human-caused hazards, the event
with the greatest potential for loss of life or property and economic damage is an
earthquake. This is true for most of Southern California, since damaging earthquakes affect
widespread areas and trigger many secondary effects that can overwhelm the ability of
local jurisdictions to respond. In Imperial County, earthquake-triggered effects include
ground shaking, fault rupture, landslides, liquefaction, subsidence, and seiches.
Earthquakes can also cause human-caused hazards, such as urban fires, dam failures,
and toxic chemical releases.

California rests on the boundary between the North American Plate and the Pacific Plate.
The San Andreas Fault system is located where the northwesterly drifting Pacific Plate
grinds along and is subducted by the southwesterly drifting North American Plate. The
portion of the state of California located to the west of the fault system is part of the Pacific
Plate and moves northwest compared to the rest of California and North America.

Planning & Development Services Department Seismic and Public Safety Element Page 9
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The Imperial Valley is a broad, flat, alluvial area that lies partly below sea level, cut off from
the Gulf of California to the south by the Colorado River Delta. The Imperial Valley, located
in the Salton Trough, is one of the most tectonically active regions in the United States. The
Salton Trough is an active tectonic pull-apart basin that lies within Imperial, Riverside, and
San Diego Counties. The eastern boundary of the Saiton Trough is formed by branches of
the San Andreas Fault and the western boundary is formed by the San Jacinto-Coyote
Creek and the Elsinore-Laguna Salada Faults. Consequently, the Salton Trough is subject
to potentially destructive and devastating earthquakes. The Salton Trough is also referred
to as a sedimentary basin; sources of the sediment are the mountainous areas that
surround the trough and the Colorado River. The deep, sediment-filled geologic structure of
the trough makes the area particularly susceptible to severe earthquake damage.

Figure 2 shows regional fault lines in Imperial County.

In the event of a major earthquake in the region, critical damage may occur to public and
private buildings, homes, and structures, including those that provide emergency services,
such as hospitals, fire stations, schools, emergency shelters, as well as essential services
and infrastructure, such as roads and utility lines for water, gas, telephone, sewer, and
storm drainage. Access and continuity of services may be interrupted, and services could
be offline for extended periods.

There have been more small to moderate earthquakes in the Imperial Valley area than
along any other section of the San Andreas Fault system. Over the last 100 years, the
Imperial Valley area experienced 11 earthquakes of magnitude 6.0 or greater with the
strongest earthquake being a magnitude of 7.2 in 2010.

It is difficult to predict the severity of property damage and number of casualties that could
result from an earthquake. The severity of casualties and property damage depend on the
intensity of the earthquake, location of the epicenter to populated areas, and the time of
day of the occurrence. The analysis of past earthquakes provides some useful information
regarding the potential consequences of future severe earthquakes. Appendix B provides a
summary of earthquakes that have impacted the county between 1852 and 2012,

The most recent major earthquake affecting Imperial County occurred on August 26, 2012,
in Brawley. The event included a series of strong earthquakes with three of them
measuring magnitude 4.6 or higher in the Brawley Seismic Zone south of the Salton Sea.
The Brawley Seismic Zone, between the northern end of the Imperial Fault and the
southern end of the San Andreas Fault, is a tectonically active area with numerous
earthquake swarms occurring over the last several decades. The energetic earthquake
swarm started with earthquake activity on a northeast-striking fault zone approximately 12.5
miles south of the young volcanic center known as Salton Buttes.

A field visit on August 27, 2012, found no evidence of surface rupture nor evidence of
liqguefaction. Some light cosmetic damage was found on some older buildings in downtown
Brawley.

Planning & Development Services Department Seismic and Public Safety Element Page 10
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The 7.2-magnitude earthquake on April 4, 2010, caused extensive damage to the Imperial
County Administration Center and its equipment, when the suspended ceiling system
collapsed. Had the building been occupied at the time of the earthquake, there is a high
likelihood that injuries and/or deaths would have occurred. The Cities of Brawley, Imperial,
El Centro, and Calexico have experienced damage from the movements of major faults in
the San Jacinto Fault zone, which includes the Imperial and Superstition Hills Faults.

A moderate to severe incident with intense ground shaking in the populated areas of
Imperial County could reasonably be expected to cause numerous casualties, extensive
property damage, fires, road closures, as well as disruptions to the rail systems,
communication systems (particularly telephone systems), the County's extensive canal
system, and utilities. In addition, damaged sewer systems, waste treatment facilities, and
the possible contamination of the county's potable water supply could pose health hazards.

In 1940, an earthquake along the Imperial Fault registered with a magnitude of 7.1 on the
Richter scale. The epicenter was east of El Centro. The ground was ruptured for 40 miles
from Volcano Lake in Baja California, Mexico, to a point near the City of Imperial. Seven
deaths occurred and property loss was in excess of $5 million. Eighty percent of the
buildings in Imperial were destroyed; 50 percent of Brawley's structures were damaged.
Indirect damage to crops was substantial due to the subsequent disruption of drainage and
the occurrence of flooding. Horizontal displacement across the completed but unfilled
International Canal was 14 feet, 10 inches, and the U.S.-Mexico boundary was
permanently changed. The Alamo Canal in Baja California, Mexico, was also offset, and a
local flood resulted from water spilling out of the broken channel.

Liquefaction

Liquefaction occurs primarily in saturated, loose, fine- to medium-grained soils in areas
where the groundwater table is within approximately 50 feet of the surface. Shaking causes
the soils to lose strength and behave as liquid. Excess water pressure is vented upward
through fissures and soil cracks and can result in a water-soil slurry flowing onto the ground
surface. Liquefaction-related effects include loss of bearing strength, ground oscillations,
lateral spreading, and flow failures or slumping. Site-specific geotechnical studies are the
only practical and reliable way of determining the specific liquefaction potential of a site;
however, a determination of general risk potential can be provided based on soil type and
depth of groundwater. The geologically young, unconsolidated sediments of the Salton
Trough are subject to failure during earthquakes, especially throughout the irrigated portion
of the valley where the soil is generally saturated. Liquefaction and related loss of
foundation support is a common hazard. The representation of areas having a liquefaction
potential is only intended as notification to seek further site-specific information and
analysis of this potential hazard as part of future site development. It should not be solely
relied upon, without site-specific information and analysis, for design or decision-making
purposes.
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Geologic Hazards

Geologic hazards, such as landslides and erosion, depend on the geologic composition of
the area. Landslides and rock falls may occur in sloped areas, especially areas with steep
slopes, and usually in areas of loose and fragmented soil. Landslides, rockfalls, and debris
flows occur continuously on all slopes; some processes act very slowly, while others occur
very suddenly, often with disastrous results. They often occur as a consequence of seismic
activity or heavy rainfall, either of which may cause slopes to lose structural integrity and
slide. There are predictable relationships between local geology and landslides, rockfalls,
and debris flows. Slope stability is dependent on many factors and interrelationships,
including rock type, pore water pressure, slope steepness, and natural or human-made
undercutting.

Landslides

A landslide refers to slowly to very rapidly descending rock or debris caused by the pull of
gravity. A very rapid landslide could result in casualties and devastating property damage,
while a slow landslide could result in the nuisance of having a fence slowly pulled apart.

The process of grading can accelerate landslide activity. Slope and material failure often
results from failing to use precautionary measures to stabilize slopes or cutting into the
failure plane of an existing landslide. In California, landslides are a common problem in
hillside or mountain areas and particularly in developed hillside areas that required grading.

Landslide risk in Imperial County is low to moderate along the western edge of the county
parallel to the Coast Range Mountains. Additional areas in the county subject to landslide
risk include the irrigated valley between the East Highline and Westside Main canals and
bluffs adjacent to the All-American Canal, Coachella Canal, New River, Alamo River, and
the Colorado River. Susceptible landslide areas adjacent to these water courses are
defined as:

1. A distance of 50 feet outside of the shaded flood zone areas delineated on FEMA
maps for the New River and Alamo River; and

2. A distance of one-half the canal bank height beyond the toe of the slope for all of the
levee and canal banks.

Figure 3 shows the landslide risk in and around Imperial County.
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Subsidence

Subsidence refers to the sudden sinking or gradual downward settling and compaction of
soil and other surface material with little or no horizontal motion. It may be caused by a
variety of human and natural activities, including earthquakes, water saturation, and
groundwater pumping. Subsidence occurs when large amounts of groundwater have been
excessively withdrawn from an aquifer. In addition, differential displacement and fissures
occur at or near the valley margin and along faults. In Imperial County, the worst damage to
structures as a result of regional subsidence may be expected at the valley margins.

Subsidence from earthquakes and other activities, including geothermal resources
development, can disrupt drainage systems and cause localized flooding. Agricultural
operations within the county depend on gravity-fed irrigation, drainage, and tiling systems.
These systems use existing land contours and have little tolerance for change. Areas away
from the irrigated fields, canals, and drains may be less sensitive to land surface elevation
change.

it should also be noted that Imperial Valley experiences a continuous natural subsidence
toward the Salton Sea. Natural subsidence has occurred within the Salton Trough,
averaging nearly two inches per year at the center of the Salton Sea and decreasing to
zero near the Mexican border. The Imperial Valley is generally uniform; however, local
depressions have formed, such as the Mesquite Sink along Highway 86 between the City
of Imperial and the City of Brawley. Earthquakes have caused abrupt elevation changes in
excess of one foot across fault lines.

Erosion

Erosion is the geological process in which earthen materials are worn away and
transported by natural forces, such as water or wind, causing the soil to deteriorate. Eroded
topsoil can be transported into streams and other waterways. Water erosion is the removal
of soil by water and transportation of the eroded materials away from the point of removal.
The severity of water erosion is influenced by slope, soil type, soil water storage capacity,
nature of the underlying rock, vegetation cover, and rainfall intensity and period. The effect
of soil erosion on water quality becomes significant, particularly as soil surface
runoff. Highly erosive soils can damage roads, bridges, buildings, and other structures.

Wind erosion is soil movement initiated as a result of wind forces exerted against the
surface of the ground. Dust particles in the air create major health problems, such as
respiratory discomfort and the spread of pathogens that cause eye infections and skin
disorders. In some cases, wind erosion reduces highway and air traffic visibility. Dust
storms can cause additional problems, such as damage to buildings, fences, roads, crops,
trees, and shrubs by abrasive blowing soil.

The areas in Imperial County that are most susceptible to erosion include the Algodones
Sand Dunes, as well as the Chocolate, Picacho, Cargo Muchacho, and Coast Range
Mountains. Other areas within Imperial County are generally flat and experience lower
rates of erosion.
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Potential Changes to Geologic and Seismic Risk in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

Seismic Risk

Earthquakes are likely to continue to occur on an occasional basis and are likely to be
small to moderate. They may cause no substantive damage and may not even be felt by
most people. Major earthquakes are rare, but a possibility in the region, as shown in
Appendix B. Imperial County experiences hundreds of minor quakes each month from the
myriad of faults in the area. Large earthquakes from faults such as the San Andreas Fault
may cause significant damage to homes, infrastructure, businesses, and communities in
the county. Based on historical data and the location of Imperial County relative to active
and potentially active faults, the Uniform California Earthquake Rupture Forecast projects
that southern California has a 93-percent chance of a significantly damaging earthquake
(magnitude 6.7 or higher) by 2044.

If serious shaking does occur, newer construction is in general more earthquake resistant
than older construction because of improved building codes. Older manufactured housing
is very susceptible to damage because their foundation systems are rarely braced for
earthquake motions. Earthquake losses would vary across Imperial County depending on
the source and magnitude of the event. Since Imperial County is subject to frequent
seismic events, ground shaking, soil liquefaction, and rock and mudslides also pose a risk.
In Imperial County, the potential for liquefaction is greatest in and around the Imperial
Valley (Salton Trough) where geologically young, unconsolidated sediments occur. These
areas are subject to failure during earthquakes, especially throughout the irrigated portion
of the valley where the soil is generally saturated.

Geologic Risk

Minor landslides have occurred in the past, probably over the last several hundred years,
evidenced by both past deposits exposed in erosion gullies and recent landslide events.
Imperial County has a history of landslides during seasons of high precipitation. With
significant rainfall, additional failures are likely in the identified landslide hazard areas,
minor landslides will likely continue to impact the area when heavy precipitation occurs, as
they have in the past. Since the county is generally flat, landslides are not considered a
major concern. However, bluff failure and mudslides may occur along slopes and
embankments of the rivers and canals.

Imperial Valley is also susceptible to subsidence. Given than natural subsidence has
occurred within the Salton Trough, it is highly likely that the valley area will experience
continued subsidence near the Salton Sea. Imperial County is especially vulnerable to wind
erosion as a result of high winds throughout the region. The most significant wind erosion is
likely to occur in areas with light-textured soils, such as agricultural areas and sand dunes
(i.e., Algodones Sand Dunes).
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Climate Change and Geologic and Seismic Hazards

While climate change is unlikely to increase earthquake frequency or strength, the threats
from seismic and geologic hazards are expected to continue. Climate change may result in
precipitation extremes (i.e., wetter rainfall periods and drier dry periods). While total
average annual rainfall may not change significantly, rainfall may be concentrated in fewer,
more intense precipitation events. Heavy rainfall could cause an increase in the number of
landslides or make landslides larger than normal. Increased wildfire frequency can
destabilize hillsides due to loss of vegetation and change in soil composition, which can
contribute to greater runoff and erosion.

A generally drier climate in the future will increase the chance of drought, wildfires, and
areas susceptible to erosion. The combination of these conditions with the occasional
extreme downpour is likely to cause more mudslides and landslides. Impacts from these
conditions would compound landslide potential for the most susceptible locations. However,
the county is generally flat and landslide potential is limited and therefore not a major
concern. Climate change is expected to increase the severity and frequency of severe
weather events. Consequently, wind erosion resulting from strong winds will likely have the
most significant effect on agricultural areas and sand dunes where light-textured soils are
most susceptible.

FLOOD HAZARDS

Flooding is considered the rising and overflowing of a body of water onto normally dry land.
Flooding is a natural hazard present in Imperial County due to the county's geography,
geology, and climate. Floods are among the costliest natural disasters in terms of human
hardship and economic loss nationwide, causing substantial damage to structures,
landscapes, and utilities, as well as life-safety issues. Flooding can be extremely
dangerous, and even six inches of moving water can knock a person over given a strong
current. Floodwaters can transport large objects downstream, which can damage or
remove stationary structures, such as dam spillways. Ground saturation can result in
instability, collapse, or other damage. Objects can also be buried or destroyed through
sediment deposition. Floodwaters can also break utility lines and interrupt services.
Standing water can cause damage to roads, foundations, and electrical circuits, as well as
provide habitat for vectors that carry ilinesses, such as mosquitos. Flood hazards include
natural floodplains, seiches, and dam failure.

Agencies responsible for flood control in Imperial County include the United States Bureau
of Reclamation (USBR), United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), FEMA, the
Federal Insurance Administration (FIA), and the California Department of Water Resources
(DWR).

* USBR oversees the Lower Basin states (i.e., Arizona, California, Nevada) in
managing, developing, and protecting water and related resources, such as dams,
powerplants, canals, and other water conveyance infrastructure. Both the Imperial
Diversion and the All-American Canal are part of the Boulder Canyon Project for the
Lower Basin. The operations of Imperial Irrigation District’'s River Division Office at
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Imperial Dam, as well as system-wide water distribution, all fall under the direction of
the USBR.

e The USACE identifies the need for and constructs major flood-control facilities. It
also develops flood and dam inundation maps and reports.

o FEMA manages the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), providing insurance
to the public in communities that participate in the program. FEMA is the main
federal government agency contact during natural disasters and publishes the Flood
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), which identify the extent of flood potential in flood-
prone communities based on a 100-year flood (or base flood) event.

e The FIA is the primary agency that delineates potential flood hazard areas and
floodways through the FIRMs and the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map. Flood
insurance is required of all homeowners who have federally subsidized loans.

o DWR is responsible for managing and protecting California’s water. DWR works with
other agencies to protect, restore, and enhance the natural and human
environments. DWR also works to prevent and respond to floods, droughts, and
catastrophic events that would threaten public safety, water resources and
management systems, the environment, and property.

Natural Floodplains

Although the county is located in a desert with very low precipitation, it is sometimes
subject to heavy rains and subsequent flooding. The entire county is subject to various
degrees of flooding in the form of flash floods or slow floods caused by heavy precipitation.
Flash flooding is a common problem, especially in the desert areas of the county. Flash
flooding is typically associated with short duration, high-intensity precipitation events, such
as those that may occur during summer thunderstorms. Such flooding occurs when sudden
downpours over the mountains and/or desert tend to create instantaneous peak flows that
roughly follow empty stream beds and mountain washes.

Flooding can occur either in floodplains or floodways. Floodplains are generally adjacent to
rivers and other bodies of water, and in low-lying areas near a water source. Floodways are
defined by discernible drainage channels and are more hazardous than other flood zones
due to the anticipated velocities of the flood waters and expected damage to life and
property. Such designations occur along Myer Creek (through Ocotillo) and within the
levees along the Colorado River. Areas at an elevated risk of flooding are generally divided
into 100- and 500-year flood zones. A 100-year flood zone has a 1-percent chance of
experiencing a major flood in any given year, a 200-year flood zone has a 0.5-percent
chance of flooding in any given year, a 500-year flood zone has a 0.2-percent chance of
flooding in any given year. Figure 4 shows the 100- and 500-year flood zones in Imperial
County.
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YA Chapter 6

The communities of Bombay Beach and Ocotillo are the most likely to experience
significant flooding in the county. In El Centro, the Gillett/Cannon Roads area experiences
significant flooding due to its low elevation. Bombay Beach is in a low-lying pocket created
by the Salton Sea on the west and the Chocolate Mountains on the east, which contributes
to its risk of significant flooding.

Floodplain management is the key component to effective flood control within Imperial
County. FIA delineates areas of special flood hazards, risk premium zones, and floodways
through official maps, including the FIRM, Flood Boundary, and Floodway Map. These
maps form the basis for Imperial County's Flood Ordinance, which is intended to be applied
to those areas subject to periodic flooding.

Seiches

A seiche is a standing wave oscillating in a body of water. Seiches are typically caused
when strong winds and rapid changes in atmospheric pressure push water from one end of
a body of water to the other. When the wind stops, the water rebounds to the other side of
the enclosed area. The water then continues to oscillate back and forth for hours or even
days. In a similar fashion, earthquakes, tsunamis, or severe storms may also cause
seiches.

The most likely location for a significant seiche to occur is the Salton Sea. While there have
been several seismic events since the formation of the Salton Sea, no significant seiches
have occurred to date. However, a seiche could occur in the Salton Sea under appropriate
seismic conditions. The Salton Sea is near the San Andreas and San Jacinto Faults and
could be subject to a seiche generated by a seismic event.

Dam Failure

Dam failure also poses a risk to Imperial County. Floods from dam failure are a notable
secondary effect of earthquakes, landslides, and heavy precipitation events. Often, in
earthquake country, the most economical (and sometimes only) dam site is in a high-risk
seismic zone. The geological forces generating faults often produce the topographic
features desirable for dams. Earth fill dams are more susceptible to seismic-induced failure
than concrete or other structural dams.

Flooding due to dam failure is a hazard that could significantly impact eastern Imperial
County. There are three major dams in Imperial County, including Imperial, Laguna, and
Senator Wash, located on the Colorado River; several large, earth fill impoundment
reservoirs in irrigated areas; hundreds of miles of above ground level earth levee canals;
and hundreds of check dams, drops, and gates. Failure of these dams is generally
considered a very unlikely event, although such events are not unprecedented.

Figure 5 shows areas in the county that would be affected by inundation of these dams.
Hazard analysis suggests that dam failure would likely occur if both a heavy precipitation
event occurred simultaneously with significant seismic activity within the vicinity of a dam.
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Flooding through Mexico would most probably be confined to the already designated flood
areas. The Colorado River is not a known seismically active zone and to date, there have
been no reported cases of earthquake damage to the dams along the river. Within the
irrigated area, there have been several instances of levee failure from earthquakes and
resultant flooding. However, flood hazards are a low concern due to the comparatively
small volumes of water involved, low head, variety of options to check or divert flows in the
canals, and the ubiquitous drainage network. Nevertheless, dam failure hazards do exist,
and even minor flooding could be an incremental contribution to the other disruptions an
earthquake might cause.

Dam inundation flooding is usually associated with intense rainfall or prolonged flood
conditions. A dam failure is an uncontrolled release of water from a reservoir through a dam
as a result of structural failures or deficiencies in the dam. Dam failures can range from
fairly minor to catastrophic and can potentially harm human life and property downstream
from the failure. In addition, ecosystems and habitats are destroyed as a result of waters
flooding them. Although dam failures are very rare, these events are not unprecedented.
Additionally, the older that dams get, the more potential exists for catastrophic dam failures.
There are four major causes of dam failures, which include the following:

¢ Overtopping: These failures occur as a result of poor spillway design, leading to a
reservoir filling too high with water, especially in times of heavy rainfall. Other
causes of this type of failure include settling of the crest of the dam or spillway
blockage.

o Foundation defects: These failures occur as a result of settling in the foundation of
the dam, instability of slopes surrounding the dam, uplift pressures,
and seepage around the foundation. All of these failures result in structural instability
and potential dam failure.

¢ Piping and seepage failures: These failures occur as a result of internal erosion
caused by seepage and erosion along hydraulic structures such as the spillways.
Erosion as a result of animal burrows and cracks in the dam structure contribute to
these failures as well.

¢ Conduit and valve failure: These failures occur as a result of problems with valves
and conduits.

Other dam failures arise as a result of miscellaneous causes, such as earthquakes,
landslides, or extreme storms. Other causes include equipment malfunction, structural
damage, and sabotage.

Dams are constructed with safety features known as “spillways” that allow water to overtop
the dam if the reservoir fills too quickly. Spillway overflow events, often referred to as
“design failures”, result in increased discharges downstream and increased flooding
potential. In a dam failure scenario, the greatest threat to life and property typically occurs
in those areas immediately below the dam since flood depths and discharges generally
decrease as the flood wave moves downstream. The primary danger associated with dam
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failure is the high-velocity flooding downstream of the dam and limited warning times for
evacuation.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, as required by federal law, has reviewed and
approved comprehensive emergency action plans (EAPs) for each of these dams. The
EAP minimizes the threat to public safety and the response time to an impending or actual
sudden release of water from project dams. The EAP is also designed to provide
emergency notification when flood water releases may present the potential for major
flooding.

As mandated by the National Dam Inspection Act, the USACE has the authority and
responsibility for conducting inspections of all dams. The purpose of these inspections is to
check the structural integrity of the dam and associated appurtenant structures, ensuring
protection of human life and property. Periodic inspections disclose conditions that might
disrupt operation or dam safety. Furthermore, the California Water Code entrusts dam
safety regulatory power to DWR’s Division of Safety of Dams (DSOD), which provides
oversight to the maintenance of 1,200 dams in the state. DSOD ensures safety through
dam inspection on an annual basis. Periodically, DSOD reviews the stability of dams and
their major appurtenances in light of improved design approaches and requirements, as
well as new findings regarding earthquake hazards and hydrologic estimates in California.

Potential Changes to Flood Risk in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

The entire county is subject to various degrees of flooding in the form of flash floods or slow
floods caused by heavy precipitation. Historically, Imperial County has been subject to
previous flooding events primarily during the winter and spring months when river systems
swell with heavy rainfall runoff. However, flash flooding may occur as a result of summer
thunderstorms. These flash flood events are more likely to occur in the desert areas of the
county.

Normally, stormwater is kept within defined limits by a variety of storm drainage and flood-
control measures. Occasionally, extended heavy rains result in floodwaters that exceed
normal high-water boundaries and cause damage. Flooding has occurred both within the
100- and 500-year floodplains and in other localized areas. As land uses and climate
conditions shift and as improvements are made to flood-control channels, the size of these
flood zones is likely to change.

Climate Change and Flooding

Floods are among the most damaging natural hazards in Imperial County, and climate
change is expected to make flood events more severe. Although climate change may only
increase precipitation slightly, scientists expect that it will cause more frequent and extreme
precipitation events. This means that more years are likely to see particularly intense storm
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systems that drop enough precipitation over a short enough period to cause flooding.
Consequently, floods are expected to occur more often in Imperial County, and climate
change may expand the parts of the county that are considered flood prone.

Indirect effects of climate change may also increase flooding in Imperial County. Climate
change is expected to increase the frequency and severity of droughts that cause soil to
dry out and become hard. Therefore, when precipitation does occur, more water runs off
the ground surface rather than being absorbed into the ground, which can increase
flooding. Wildfires, which are expected to become more frequent because of climate
change, cause a similar effect by baking the surface of the ground into a harder and more
impenetrable layer. Trees and other vegetation help slow water down, which allows the
water to be absorbed into the soil and prevents it from becoming runoff. Therefore,
changes to soil properties resulting from climate change may also increase flood risk.

While the risk and associated short- and long-term impacts of climate change are
uncertain, experts in this field tend to agree that among the most significant impacts include
those resulting from increased temperatures and changes in precipitation patterns, which
increase frequency and magnitude of severe storms that cause flooding. Increases in
damaging flood events will cause greater property damage, public health and safety
concerns, displacement of communities, and loss of life. Displacement of residents can
include both temporary and long-term displacement, increase in insurance rates, or
restriction of insurance coverage in vulnerable areas.

FIRE HAZARDS

Fire hazards can come in the form of both wildfires and urban fires. California is recognized
as one of the most fire-prone and consequently fire-adapted landscapes in the world. The
combination of complex terrain, Mediterranean climate, and productive natural plant
communities, along with ample natural ignition sources, has created ideal wildfire
conditions. Wildfire is an ongoing concern for communities in Imperial County. Generally,
the fire season extends from early spring through late fall of each year during the hotter,
dryer months. Fire conditions arise from a combination of high temperatures, low-moisture
content in the air and plant matter, an accumulation of vegetation, and high winds.

Three types of fires are of concern to Imperial County: (1) wildfires, (2) wildland-urban
interface fires, and (3) urban fires.

Wildfires

Wildfires occur on mountains, hillsides, and grasslands. Vegetation, wind, temperature,
humidity, and slope are all factors that affect how these fires spread. In Imperial County,
native plant communities, such as woodland and scrub habitats provide fuel that allows fire
to spread easily across large tracts of land. These plant species are capable of
regeneration after a fire, making periodic wildfires a natural part of the ecology of these
areas. However, high-intensity wildfires can limit plant community regeneration by
scorching roots and seed banks.
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As shown in Figure 6, Fire Hazard Severity Zones are concentrated to the western portion
of the County along the San Diego County border. A significant portion of the county is
undeveloped and consists of rugged topography with some flammable brush vegetation.
Although wildfire potential is generally low throughout the county, wildfire potential does
exist in a small area west of Ocotillo adjacent to San Diego County. This area is designated
as a High and Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Figure 6 shows the fire hazard
severity zones in Imperial County.

Fire potential for Imperial County is typically greatest in the months of August, September,
and October, when dry vegetation coexists with hot, dry winds. However, in Imperial
County, fires with conflagration potential can occur at any time of the year. Seasonal
drought conditions exacerbate fire hazards.

Wildfire Smoke

While Imperial County itself is not at especially high wildfire risk, increasing regional fire
frequency can create recurring air quality degradation events leading to respiratory health
effects. Wildfire smoke consists of a mix of gases and fine particulate matter from burning
vegetation and materials. The pollutant of most concern from wildfire smoke is fine
particulate matter (PMz.s). PM2.s from wildfire smoke is damaging to human health because
of its ability to deeply penetrate lung tissue and affect the heart and circulatory system.
Although wildfire smoke presents a health risk to everyone, some populations may
experience more severe acute and chronic symptoms from exposure to wildfire smoke,
such as children, older adults, people with chronic respiratory or cardiovascular disease, or
people experiencing low socioeconomic status.

Wildland-Urban Interface Fires

The wildland-urban interface is an area where buildings and infrastructure (e.g., cell towers,
schools, water supply facilities) mix with areas of flammable wildland vegetation. This
interface is sometimes divided into the defense zone (areas in close proximity to
communities, usually about a quarter-mile thick) and threat zones (an approximately one-
and-a-quarter-mile buffer around the defense zone). Hundreds of homes now border major
forests and brush areas. With thousands of people living near and visiting wildland areas,
the probability of human-caused fires is growing.

In the wildland-urban interface, efforts to prevent ignitions and limit wildfire losses hinge on
hardening structures and creating defensible space through a multi-faceted approach,
which includes engineering, enforcement, education, emergency response, and economic
incentive. Different strategies in the defense and threat zones of the wildland-urban
interface help to limit the spread of fire and reduce the risk to people and property.

Figure 7 identifies the wildland-urban interface.
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Structural Fires

Urban fires occur in built-up environments, destroying buildings and other human-made
structures. These disasters are often due to faulty wiring or mechanical equipment,
combustible construction materials, or the absence of fire alarms and sprinkler systems.
Structural fires are largely from human accidents, although deliberate fires (arson) may be
a cause of some events. Older buildings that lack modern fire safety features may face
greater risk of damage from fires. To minimize fire damage and loss, the County’s Fire
Code, based on the California Fire Code, sets standards for building and construction. It
requires the provision of adequate water supply for firefighting, fire-retardant construction,
and minimum street widths, among other things. Fire prevention awareness programs and
fire drills are conducted to train residents to respond quickly and correctly to reduce injury
and losses during fires.

Fire Responsibility Areas

In Imperial County, different organizations have some responsibility for wildfire protection in
different areas. These responsibility areas are codified under state law into three
categories: local responsibility areas (LRAs), state responsibility areas (SRAs), and federal
responsibility areas (FRAs).

e |LRAs are areas protected by local agencies, including city and county fire
departments, local fire protection districts, and the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) when under contract to local governments.
Approximately half of the land in western Imperial County is an LRA and small areas
of land throughout eastern Imperial County is an LRA.

e SRAs are areas where CAL FIRE has responsibility for wildfire protection. SRAs are
generally unincorporated areas that are not federally owned, are undeveloped, and
are covered by wildland vegetation or rangeland. A small portion of the county west
of Ocotillo consists of SRAs.

e FRAs are areas that are managed by a federal agency, including the U.S. Forest
Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and
U.S. Department of Defense. A majority of land in the county is federally owned and
consists of FRAs.
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Past Occurrences

Table 1 contains a list of historical fires that have occurred around the county, dating back
to 1978. Figure 8 shows the areas burned by historic wildfires in and around Imperial
County. Figure 9 shows the projections of wildfire increase in the future with the average
annual acres burned.

TABLE 1 FIRES IN IMPERIAL COUNTY, 1978-2020

Acres Vegetation

Fire Name Burned Type

Elliot Fire 7/6/2020 7/12/2020 103 Brush Undetermined
Myer Fire 6/11/2020 6/13/2020 13 Brush Equipment Use
Highline Fire 3/25/2017 3/31/2017 67 Brush Undetermined
Highline Fire 3/31/2013 4/2/2013 261 Brush Lightning
Highline Fire 5/31/2012 5/31/2012 142 Brush Debris
Alamo Fire 8/19/2011 8/20/2011 35 Brush Undetermined
Border 12 Fire 6/20/2011 6/21/2011 36 Brush Undetermined
Laguna Fire 5/17/2011 5/22/2011 731 Brush Human
Midway Fire 4/16/2009 N/A 112 Brush Equipment Use
Mountain Fire 6/22/2008 6/22/2008 53 Brush Lightning
Montgomery Fire 4/6/2008 4/6/2008 290 Brush Campfire
Inkopah Fire 6/4/2007 6/7/2017 699 Brush Campfire
Assist #101 Fire 7/3/1987 N/A 280 Brush Undetermined
R&N Farms Fire 6/4/1978 N/A 171 Brush Undetermined
Nees Fire 5/21/1978 N/A 228 Brush Undetermined
Sources: California Fire Perimeters 1878 — 2020: Fire and Resource Assessment Program
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YiEVAdEuEIN Chapter 6

Fire Protection

Fire protection in Imperial County is provided by the Imperial County Fire Department and
CAL FIRE. The Imperial County Fire Department and CAL FIRE participate in a
Cooperative Fire Response Agreement, where fire agencies have agreed to automatically
support each other on incidents using the closest available resource.

The Imperial County Fire Department consists of eight stations serving 9 locations, and four
contracting agencies. The stations are located in the communities of Heber, Seeley,
Ocotillo, Palo Verde, Niland, Winterhaven, Salton City, and the City of Imperial. The
department contracts with Brawley, Calipatria, Holtville, and Westmorland. Each of the
county fire stations is staffed with a captain, firefighter, and reserve firefighter with the only
exceptions being the Ocotillo Station is staffed with one senior firefighter and one reserve
firefighter and the Palo Verde station that is staffed with two reserve firefighters. Every
station has a Type | engine as its primary apparatus. The City of Imperial and Heber
stations also house a ladder truck along with the Type | engine. The Seeley and Heber
stations also house Type lll engines. The Imperial County Fire Department provides fire
protection, emergency medical services, and disaster preparedness and response.

CAL FIRE has a legal responsibility to provide fire protection on all SRA lands, which are
defined based on land ownership, population density, and property use. In the event of a
fire, assistance from various fire departments within the county would be required.

Fire Safety

The most significant regulatory codes from the standpoint of fire safety are fire prevention
and building codes. The County implements the Uniform Building Code and the California
Fire Code. These uniform codes are intended to serve only as minimum standards.
Therefore, it is important that these minimum fire safety standards be strictly enforced by
fire and building agencies in the unincorporated County.

The Imperial County Codified Zoning Ordinance also contains provisions which act to
reduce fire hazards. The Zoning Ordinance is a tool that helps prevent the construction of
incompatible or hazardous structures. For example, the ordinance separates industrial,
commercial, and residential uses and provides for the isolation of land uses that may create
excessive fire exposure to other properties. It also limits the height and bulk of buildings,
specifies setbacks and distances between buildings.

The Imperial County Subdivision Ordinance is also used to reduce the risk of fire by
securing, as a condition of subdivision of land, water systems of adequate size and
pressure for firefighting, and adequate roadway widths for emergency service vehicle
access, including maneuverability of fire trucks. As part of the review process, the Imperial
County Planning Department seeks recommendations from fire and water districts
wherever the proposed subdivision is located.
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The County of Imperial Fire Prevention and Explosives Ordinance, Section 53101-53300,
contains provisions for the purpose of prescribing regulations governing conditions
hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion. The Imperial County Fire Prevention
Program encompasses a public information and education component that promotes public
awareness of the significance of Fire and Safety prevention measures. This program
enables the public to be better prepared when an emergency fire situation occurs. The
purpose of the Imperial County Fire Prevention Program is to assist in preventing injuries,
deaths, business interruption, and property damages resulting from fires and other
emergencies.

The Fire Prevention Bureau is active in public education efforts throughout the year. The
Bureau currently enforces the 2019 California Fire, Building, Electrical, County Ordinances,
as amended by the County of Imperial Municipal Code, in addition to National Fire
Protection Association standards; Title 19, of the California Public Safety Code; and the
California Health and Safety Code. The Fire Prevention Bureau conducts an annual fire
inspection program, which is intended to help protect the business owners, employees, and
patrons from fire hazards.

Potential Changes to Fire Risk in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

The wildfire season in Imperial County typically lasts from August through October.
Extreme weather conditions during periods of low humidity, low fuel moisture, and high
winds also contribute to the severity of any potential wildfires. Fires occurring during these
times typically burn hot and fast and are difficult to control unless initial suppression occurs
immediately. However, the potential for a wildfire in the county is very low due to the
presence of agriculture and its desert environment. In the event of a fire, assistance from
various fire departments within the county would be required. The threat of fire spreading
and causing major problems to other areas of the county are minimal because of the
isolated locations of the fuel storage farms.

Climate Change and Fire

Changing climate conditions are expected to increase the wildfire risk in and around
Imperial County. Warmer temperatures are also expected to increase the number of pest
outbreaks, such as the shot hole borer, creating more dead trees and increasing the fuel
load. Warmer temperatures are also expected to occur later in the year, extending the
wildfire season, which is likely to begin earlier in the year and extend later than it has
historically. Wildfires occurring later or earlier in the year are more likely to occur during
high wind events, which can cause wildfires to move more quickly and increase the
likelihood of burning in the wildland-urban interface areas.
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HAZARDOUS WASTE AND MATERIALS

Hazardous materials are materials that pose a significant risk to public safety and the
environment. These include toxic chemicals, flammable or corrosive materials, petroleum
products, and unstable or dangerously reactive materials. They can be released through
human error, malfunctioning or broken equipment, or as an indirect consequence of other
emergencies (e.g., if a flood damages a hazardous material storage tank). Hazardous
materials can also be released accidentally during transportation, as a consequence of
vehicle accidents.

A release or spill of bulk hazardous materials could result in fire, explosion, toxic cloud, or
direct contamination of water, people, and property. The effects may involve a local site or
many square miles. Health problems may be immediate, such as corrosive effects on skin
and lungs, or gradual, such as the development of cancer from a carcinogen. Damage to
property could range from immediate destruction by explosion to permanent contamination
by a persistent hazardous material.

The majority of hazardous materials in the county are being transported by truck on
Interstate (I-) 8, and State Route (SR-) 78, SR-86, SR-98, and SR-111. The most
vulnerable areas along these routes are considered the on-/off-ramps and interchanges.
Pipeline systems also carry hazardous materials, and under some conditions these
pipelines can rupture and cause a release of hazardous materials. Liquid petroleum
products are delivered to and are transported through the county via the 20-inch Santa Fe
Pacific Pipeline. This line is generally located within the Southern Pacific Railroad right-of-
way. The right-of-way follows the northwest to southeast trend of Imperial Valley and
subsequently parallels the major faults. It passes near the east side of the Saiton Sea and
serves the storage facility at Niland.

These freeways are areas of concern, as are Union Pacific Railroad tracks that run roughly
parallel to 1-8, SR-86, and SR-111. In addition to highway traffic, other hazardous materials
are transported through the county on the Southern Pacific Railroad. Since 1970,
approximately 76 railway and roadway hazardous materials incidents have occurred in
Imperial County.

Several state agencies monitor hazardous materials/waste facilities. Potential and known
contamination sites are monitored and documented by the Department of Health Services
(DHS) and the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). A review of the leaking
underground storage tank list produced by the RWQCB, and the Hazardous Waste and
Substances Sites List produced by the Office of Planning and Research indicates
hazardous waste sites throughout the county.

If an imminent public health threat is posed by an outside factor, the County will support
local regulating agencies in notifying the public. The transport of hazardous
materials/wastes and explosives through the county is regulated by the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans). I-8, SR-78, SR-86, SR-98, and SR-111 are open
to vehicles carrying hazardous materials/wastes. Transporters of hazardous wastes are
required to be certified by Caltrans and manifests are required to track the hazardous
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waste during transport. The danger of hazardous materials/waste spills during transport
does exist and can potentially increase as transportation of these materials increases on
freeways and railways. The Imperial County Sheriffs Department, Imperial County Fire
Department, CAL FIRE, Imperial County Emergency Management Department, and
Imperial County Public Health Department are responsible for hazardous materials
accidents at all locations within the county.

Following is a summary of the largest concentrations of hazardous materials and sources
of potential massive leaks or spills in the county, as identified in the 2021 update of Imperial
County Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Plan:

¢ Santa Fe Pacific Pipeline, L.P. Imperial Terminal. The Santa Fe Pacific Pipeline,
L.P. Imperial Terminal is at 345 West Aten Road and the Southern Pacific Railroad
junction in the southeast quadrant of the City of Imperial. This facility is a component
of the Santa Fe Pacific Pipeline netwark that delivers gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel to
Southern California and Arizona. The tank farm contains 24 storage tanks, in varying
sizes, with a total storage capacity of over 10 million gallons.

o Naval Air Facility (El Centro). The Naval Air Facility (El Centro), 1605 Third Street
in El Centro, is serviced by a four-inch fuel line directly from the Santa Fe Pacific
Pipeline Tank Farm. Safety devices include manual and automatic shutoff valves, as
well as pressure regulators. The facility also stores one million gallons of fuel, which
is predominantly jet fuel, in underground tanks. Munitions storage is limited to
aircraft and small arms training ammunition.

e Rockwood Chemical Company. Rockwood Chemical Company is at 47 West
Rutherford Road in Brawley. This facility handles chemicals and fertilizers.

e Helena Agri-Enterprises LLC. Helena Agri-Enterprises LLC is at 101 West Carey
Road in the City of Brawley. This facility handles chemicals, fertilizers, insecticides,
and pesticides.

e Wilbur Ellis Company. The Wilbur Ellis Company is at 45 West Danenberg Road in
the City of El Centro. This facility handles chemicals, fertilizers, insecticides, and
pesticides.

e Pipelines. There are 89.92 miles of pipeline in Imperial County that transport
hazardous material. Pipe sizes vary in size from 12 to 20 inches and the average
size is 12 inches. Pipelines are adjacent to the Southern Pacific railroad tracks from
the Arizona border at Yuma to the Niland tank farm, north to the Riverside County
Line, and south to the Imperial tank farm. The pipeline system has section fuel-
control valves.

Pursuant to Section 25500 et seq. of the California Health and Safety Code, the Certified
Unified Program Agency (CUPA) is designated as the administering agency responsible for
maintaining a list of handlers/vendors of toxics within the county. In addition, they are
required to maintain, for each handler/vendor, an inventory and business plan. This
information is also available to the County Fire Marshal and city fire departments. The
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Imperial County Emergency Plan lists the 6 largest concentrations of toxics in the county,
which include: (1) Naval Air Facility El Centro; (2) Santa Fe Pacific Pipeline Tank Farm; (3)
89.92 miles of fuel pipelines; (4) Rockwood Chemical Company; (5) Helena Agri-Enterprise
LLC; and (6) Wilbur Ellis Company.

The release of hazardous material into the environment could cause a multitude of
problems. The release of explosive and highly flammable materials can cause fatalities and
injuries, require large-scale evacuations, and destroy property worth millions of dollars.
Toxic chemicals in gaseous form have caused injuries and fatalities among emergency
response teams and passerby. Serious health problems have occurred where toxins have
entered either surface or groundwater supplies. Releases of hazardous chemicals have
been especially damaging when they have occurred in highly populated areas, or along
heavily traveled transportation routes. The decree of threat posed to life and property is
dependent on the type, location, and concentration of the material released, in addition to
prevailing weather conditions such as precipitation, wind speed, and wind direction.
Appendix C contains a summary of hazardous material storage sites, handlers, and
vendors.

Potential and known contamination sites are monitored and documented by the RWQCB
and the Department of Toxic Substances and Controls (DTSC). The RWQCB and the
DTSC EnviroStor maintains a database with a list of all hazardous waste facilities and sites
with known or suspected contamination issues in the county. Additionally, the State Water
Resources Control Board maintains a data management system known as GeoTracker,
which contains records for sites that require cleanup, such as Leaking Underground
Storage Tank (LUST) sites, Department of Defense Sites, and Cleanup Program Sites.
GeoTracker also contains records for various unregulated projects as well as permitted
facilities.

The Laidlaw Environmental Services hazardous waste facility west of Westmorland is
unique in the sense that a major wash traverses the site. Substantial engineering design
was used to minimize flooding, and channel maintenance requirements have been
implemented. While the facility does pose a potential risk, the continued monitoring and
stringent design standards imposed on the facility have minimized the probability of a
serious failure. Special reports on design requirements and risk concerns are on file at the
Planning Department.

A second type of facility that is more predominant and more difficult to assess are the
chemical handling and storage facilities and include distributors, transporters, and crop-
dusting firms. These firms are not permitted to store the various hazardous chemicals in
open areas, or in buildings not adequately protected from flood conditions. During severe
flooding, the potential for these chemicals to be mixed with the floodwater can pose a
potentially serious health concern.
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Potential Changes to Hazardous Materials in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

A hazardous material accident could occur in Imperial County due to the agricultural
economy, proliferation of fuel tanks and transmission facilities, intricate canal system, and
the confluence of major surface arteries and rail systems. Although a hazardous material
accident can occur almost anywhere, certain regions are more vulnerable. The potential for
an accident increases in regions near roadways or railways that are frequently used for
transporting hazardous material as well as those with agricultural or industrial facilities that
use, store, handle, or dispose of hazardous material.

Given that 76 hazardous materials incidents have happened in transport through the county
in the past 50 years, it is likely a hazardous materials incident will occur in Imperial County
every year. However, according to Caltrans, most incidents are related to releases of fluids
from the transporting vehicles themselves and not the cargo, thus the likelihood of a
significant hazardous materials release within the county is more limited and difficult to
predict.

Climate Change and Hazardous Materials

Climate change is unlikely to affect hazardous materials transportation incidents. However,
increases in the frequency and intensity of hazards, such as floods, landslides, and severe
storms, may create a greater risk of hazardous materials releases during these events.

LIFELINES AND CRITICAL FACILITIES

The disruption of lifelines and critical facilities can endanger the safety of the public.
Lifelines refer to networks of services that extend over a wide area and are vital to the
public welfare. Lifelines typically involve supply sources, transmission lines, storage
facilities, and distribution systems. Damage to any one of these key elements might cause
loss of service to large areas or the entire service area. Lifelines can be classified into five
categories: Energy, Water Transportation, Communication, Emergency Facilities, and
Community Facilities. These categories circumscribe the lifelines indicated in Table 2.

TABLE 2 SUMMARY OF LIFELINES
Ener Water  Transportati Communicati Emergency Community
ieryy dler ransporiation ommunications Facilities Facilities
Potable Telephone | "Gl 0" |
Electricity Highway Telegraph ; Community
— water : ) stations
Type of Liquid Sewage Railway Radio Emergenc centers
Lifelines Fuel A9 Airport Television gency | | ibraries
Solid . operations
Gas Harbor Mail Schools
Waste center
Press X
Hospitals
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Energy. Electricity is provided to the vast majority of Imperial County and the Coachella
Valley area of Riverside County by the Imperial Irrigation District (IID). The transmission
and distribution systems are moderately resistant to earthquakes. When parallel overhead
power lines have too much slack or sag unevenly, they may come in contact with one
another during an earthquake. The resulting arcing could cause conductors to burn and fall
to the ground. If overhead powerlines are too taut, they could snap and fall to the ground
from earthquake shaking. Overhead powerlines can also be broken by objects jostled from
earthquake shaking, (e.g., trees, antennas). The entire electrical distribution system is
protected by relays designed to prevent current overload. Seismic vibrations themselves
can cause the relays to "trip" and cut off power. Such an abrupt power disruption could
cause current overloads in other parts of the system. As a result, other relays could trip and
cut off more power. Although the risk of serious damage to the distribution system is low,
the risk of partial or total loss of power is fairly high.

The |ID's generating facilities and sources of power are varied and dispersed across the
County. The probability is low for all of the facilities being disrupted simultaneously. The
main generating facilities are El Centro (180 megawatts), Brawley (18 megawatts),
Rockwood (50 megawatts), and Coachella (80 megawatts). Hydroelectric facilities along
the All-American Canal have a maximum capacity of 45 megawatts. All of these facilities
are located in seismically active zones. The facilities are also located within 15 miles of
each other with the exception of the Coachella plant and the hydroelectric facilities. The
probability of all of the plants being disrupted during a seismic event is considered low. A
break in the All-American Canal could also reduce electricity generation.

Liquid petroleum products are delivered to and are transported through the county via the
20-inch Santa Fe Pacific Pipeline. This line is generally within the Southern Pacific Railroad
right-of-way. The right-of-way follows the northwest to southeast trend of Imperial Valley
and subsequently parallels the major faults. It passes near the east side of the Salton Sea
and serves the storage facility at Niland. Southeast of Ogilby, the line turns east and travels
to Yuma. A six-inch branch line distributes gas to the storage facility south of Imperial and a
four-inch line serves the Naval Air Facility near Seeley. The maintenance staff for the line
anticipates no special problems from earthquakes or fault movement and are unaware of
such a situation occurring in California in past years. A major break would take one to two
days to repair.

The petroleum storage facilities in Niland and Imperial are vulnerable to earthquakes.
Storage capacity at Niland is 77,500 barrels and at Imperial is 289,000 barrels. Storage
tanks, however, are never full at one time but are normally filled 50 percent. The 1979
earthquake resulted in the rupture of one tank and a gasoline leak of 100 gallon per minute
at the Imperial facility. The potential for a major disaster does exist. The probability of loss
of all liquid petroleum in the County is low. Emergency service via tanker is readily
available if required during an emergency situation.

Natural gas is delivered by the Southern California Gas Company via twin 10-inch lines that
generally run south through the County in Range 14 East. These lines serve Niland,
Calipatria, Brawley, Imperial, El Centro, Heber, and Calexico and branch lines serve
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Holtville, Westmorland, Seeley, Naval Air Facility, and Plaster City. Rural residents are
served by laterals from the branch lines. The lateral lines typically do not exceed a quarter-
mile in length.

The gas lines are less resilient to seismic stress than the liquid lines and the entire natural
gas system is vulnerable to disruption. The lines were damaged from the 1979 earthquake .
The north to south line was damaged in the area it crossed the fault. The line suffered
compressive stress and a fitting buckled and resulted in a major leak. The leak was
repaired without shutting down the line. The line to Holtville was stretched where it crossed
the fault. The line did not break and was repaired without shutting down the line.

The natural gas network is much more extensive than the liquid petroleum system. Leaks
are more insidious. The risk of an explosion or fire is greater. The most serious potential
hazards are at the customer service connections. Gas connections to hot water heaters are
notably vulnerable to seismic shaking.

The biggest potential problem would result from damage that required shutting the natural
gas delivery system down. A major rupture of the 10-inch line would be difficult to repair.
Once pressure was lost and air entered the system, a total shut down would be required.
Service personnel would have to visit the customer connections at each twice. The initial
visit would be required to ensure that the gas was turned off. The second visit would be
required to turn the gas back on, bleed the air, and assist in relighting fixtures. This would
be a massive job that would take weeks. The main purpose of the twin lines is to avoid this
type of disaster.

Water and Sewer. About 70 percent of the population is provided potable water for
domestic purposes from municipal water systems, which are primarily served by the {ID.
Rural residents obtain potable water from truck delivery companies, such as the AAA
Company, or from individual wells. 1ID operates 1,700 miles of canals; and the Coachella
Irrigation District operates 83 miles of canals that traverse the County. The entire system is
vulnerable to disruption by earthquakes. Approximately half of the system could generate
flooding from a break. IID has adopted the Disaster Readiness Standard Operating
Procedure to respond to earthquakes and other emergencies.

Several communities in the county are provided sewer service by municipal districts.
Earthquakes can rupture lines and affect lift station operations. These problems are not
considered serious. Unless the seismic event totally disables the treatment plant, sewage
can be transported using alternative means such as portable pumps and lines. In the event
of a complete plant failure, temporary evaporation ponds could be utilized for the interim
repair period.

Transportation. The county is well served by a variety of transportation routes that are
unlikely to be so extensively damaged by a natural disaster as to endanger the public
safety due to disruption of lifelines. 1-8 to San Diego County is the most critical because it
goes through mountainous terrain. No other convenient surface route to the metropolitan
San Diego area exists. The Southern Pacific Railroad line along the east side of the Salton
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Sea is also endangered by its proximity to the San Andreas Fault. Severe damage to either
of these facilities is likely to significantly impact local and interstate commerce, but not
substantially threaten public safety.

Communications. The telephone system in the county is the most elaborate communication
network in the country. The equipment and facilities can withstand earthquakes up to 8.0
magnitude on the Richter scale. An Emergency Preparedness Plan has been developed by
the telephone company. The telephone network is designed to service 60 percent of the
customers requesting dial tone.

The telephone system was not damaged by the 1979 earthquake but was overloaded with
attempted phone calls within minutes of the earthquake and remained essentially
inoperative for up to 18 hours in parts of the county. There is a high probability that the
telephone system would be significantly dysfunctional following a major earthquake. Due to
problems with the telephone system immediately after the 1979 earthquake, the IID
installed its own in-house telephone system that uses a microwave system. The microwave
towers have been designed to withstand the most severe earthquake.

Critical Facilities. This refers to site specific facilities that serve to maintain the health,
safety, and general welfare of the public. Critical facilities can serve the public under normal
circumstances (e.g., hospitals, fire stations, water reservoirs, and power plants) or under
emergency circumstances (e.g., emergency operating centers, armories, or disaster supply
warehouses). The Imperial County Emergency Plan provides specific details on functional,
organizational, and operational concepts and procedures for the provision of critical
services during an emergency. This includes overall management of emergency
operations, fire and rescue, law enforcement and traffic control, medical, public health,
coroner, care and shelter, evacuation movement, construction and engineering, and
resources and support operations.
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Disaster Preparedness, Response, and Recovery

Imperial County Emergency Services establishes the responsibilities of the various Imperial
County agencies in times of a disaster. Disaster preparedness and response planning
include identifying short-term actions to reduce the scope of an emergency and managing
necessary resources in the event of a disaster. After any disaster, particularly an
earthquake, short-term disaster recovery requires many operations that are less urgent
than fire suppression or medical attention but are equally important.

Emergency Preparedness

Emergency preparedness activities in Imperial County are conducted through the Imperial
County Office of Emergency Services (OES). OES provides emergency management
services for the county and Operational Area, which includes its seven cities, towns, and
special districts. OES coordinates emergency operations activities among all the various
local jurisdictions and develops written guidelines for emergency preparedness, response,
recovery, and mitigation to natural, human-made disasters, and technological disasters.
OES is mandated by the California Emergency Services Act (Chapter 7, Division 1, Title 2
of the California Government Code) to serve as the liaison between the state and local
government political subdivisions comprising Imperial County.

The Imperial County Fire Department and CAL FIRE are prepared to handle most everyday
emergencies, such as all types of fire, medical, or hazardous situations. However, during a
disaster, the number and scope of incidents may exceed the fire department’s and CAL
FIRE’s ability to provide effective emergency services. For this reason, the Imperial County
Public Health Department provides the public with access to a community emergency
response team (CERT) training program. The CERT Program provides for community and
employee self-sufficiency to meet the general public's urgent life-saving and sustenance
needs until emergency personnel arrive. The CERT Program educates people about
disaster preparedness and trains them in basic response skills, such as fire safety, light
search and rescue, and disaster medical operations. CERT members assist their fellow
citizens and coworkers in their community or workplace following a disaster. CERT
members take an active role in their community by preparing for a disaster, thus reducing
their own impact risk.

Imperial County uses alert systems such as the Emergency Alert Systems (EAS) and the
Emergency Digital Information System (EDIS).

The EAS is a national public warning system commonly used by state and local authorities
to deliver important emergency information, such as weather and AMBER alerts, to
affected communities. EAS participants — radio and television broadcasters, cable systems,
satellite radio and television providers, and wireline video providers. FEMA, the Federal
Communications System, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA’s) National Weather Service (NWS) work collaboratively to maintain the EAS
and Wireless Emergency Alerts, which are the two main components of the national public
warning system and enable authorities at all levels of government to send urgent
emergency information to the public. The EDIS is a wireless based emergency and
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disaster information service operated by the State of California Governor's Office of
Emergency Services and is an enhancement to the EAS. These systems are available in
multiple languages.

Disaster Preparedness

In recent years, Imperial County has expanded its emergency preparedness planning. The
County is required under state law to prepare and maintain a Standardized Emergency
Management System (SEMS) Multi-hazard Functional Plan. The California Governor's
Office of Emergency Services has extensive guidelines outlining the requirements of the
Imperial County SEMS.

Evacuation Needs

Some natural disasters or other public safety events may require evacuation of parts of
Imperial County. In some instances, these evacuations may be limited to a particular
neighborhood or street. In other instances, entire communities may need to evacuate. To
allow for a safe and effective evacuation, all community members should be able to easily
access an evacuation route that allows them to safely travel out of the evacuation zone. If
there is limited access to evacuation routes or if these routes cannot accommodate
evacuation traffic, evacuation efforts may be severely hampered by slow traffic and
collisions, which can put community members at risk. Evacuation constraints can also slow
down the public safety response by hindering access by emergency responders.

Figure 10 shows residential areas with only one access point, which face a higher risk of
evacuation constraints. These include areas located on dead-end routes, are at least half a
mile from a major roadway, or cannot be reached by at least two roads.

Mutual Aid Agreements

Additional emergency management and response services for jurisdictions throughout the
county are provided through a mutual-aid agreement with the Imperial County Fire
Department and CAL FIRE. The Imperial County Fire Department and CAL FIRE provide a
variety of public safety services, including fire protection, medical aid, rescue, hazardous
materials response, and educational safety programs.
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ADDITIONAL CLIMATE-RELATED HAZARDS
Drought

A drought is a long period when precipitation levels are well below normal. Imperial County
chronically experiences drought cycles. Drought makes less water available for people,
businesses, agricultural activities, and natural systems. Less snow falling in mountainous
areas causes water levels in lakes and reservoirs to drop, which can affect recreation
activities. Local ecosystems that are not well adapted to drought conditions can be more
easily harmed by it. During drought events, the flow of water in creeks and streams is
reduced, creating more slow-moving or standing water. This can concentrate sediment and
toxins in the low water levels, causing harm to plants and animals. Many fish species also
prefer specific streamflow speeds, especially for spawning and egg incubation, and
changes to stream velocity as a result of drought conditions can affect reproduction.
Droughts can also indirectly lead to more wildfires, and the stress caused by water
shortages can weaken plants, making them more susceptible to pests and diseases.

The U.S. Drought Monitor recognizes a five-point scale for drought events: DO (abnormally
dry), D1 (moderate drought), D2 (severe drought), D3 (extreme drought), and D4
(exceptional drought). According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the most intensive drought
conditions in recent years occurred during most of 2007, when all of Imperial County was
classified as being in “extreme” drought. As of summer 2021, Imperial County, was
classified as being in “moderate” drought.

Potential Changes to Drought in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

Drought is different than many of the other natural hazards in that it is not a distinct event
and usually has a slow onset. Drought can severely impact a region both physically and
economically, affecting different sectors in different ways and with varying intensities.
Adequate water is the most critical issue for agricultural, manufacturing, tourism, recreation,
and commercial and domestic use. As the population in the area continues to grow, so will
the demand for water.

Based on historical information, the occurrence of drought in California, including Imperial
County, is cyclical, driven by weather patterns. Drought has occurred in the past and will
occur in the future. Periods of actual drought with adverse impacts can vary in duration,
and the period between droughts is often extended. Although an area may be under an
extended dry period, determining when it becomes a drought is based on impacts to
individual water users. The vulnerability of Imperial County to drought is countywide, but
impacts may vary and include reduction in water supply, agricultural losses, and an
increase in dry fuels.

Most of the imported water comes from the Colorado River. Reduced winter precipitation
levels and warmer temperatures have greatly decreased the size of the Colorado River
Basin snowpack (the volume of accumulated snow), which in turn makes less freshwater
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available for communities throughout California who rely on this water. Continued decline in
the Colorado River Basin snowpack volume is expected, which may lead to lower volumes
of available imported water.

Climate Change and Drought

Although droughts are a regular feature of California’s climate, scientists expect that
climate change will lead to more frequent and more intense droughts statewide. Overall,
precipitation levels are expected to stay similar, and may even increase in some places.
However, the state’s current data say that there will be more years with extreme levels of
precipitation, both high and low, as a result of climate change. This is expected to cause
more frequent and intense droughts compared to historical norms. Higher air temperatures
are expected to increase evaporation, causing more water loss from lakes and reservoirs,
exacerbating drought conditions.

Extreme Heat

While there is no universal definition of extreme heat, California guidance documents
define extreme heat as temperatures that are hotter than 98 percent of the historical high
temperatures for the area, as measured between April and October of 1961 to 1990. Days
that reach this level (an average of 112.5-degrees Fahrenheit (°F) across all of Imperial
County, although this threshold varies by location) are called extreme heat days. An event
with five extreme heat days in a row is called a heat wave. Extreme heat is any period of
time when the temperatures are well above the usual level. This level is relative to the area,
which means that extreme heat events may occur anywhere in Imperial County, even
though temperatures to the east of North Algodones Dunes Wilderness will almost always
be the hottest.

Health impacts are the primary concern with this hazard, though economic impacts can
also occur. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recognizes extreme
heat as a substantial public health concern. Historically, NOAA data indicates that about
175 Americans succumb to the demands of summer heat, although this number has
increased in recent years. From 2004 to 2018, studies by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services indicate that there is an average of 702 deaths annually that are
directly or indirectly linked to extreme heat.

Extreme heat events are dangerous because people exposed to extreme heat can suffer a
number of heat-related illnesses, including heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and (most
severely) heat stroke. Elderly persons, small children, persons with chronic illnesses, and
those on certain medications are particularly susceptible to reactions from extreme heat.
The elderly and individuals below the poverty level are the most vulnerable to extreme
heat. Nursing homes and elder care facilities are especially vulnerable to extreme heat
events if power outages occur, and air conditioning is not available. In addition, individuals
below the poverty level may be at increased risk to extreme heat if use of air conditioning is
not affordable and indoor air temperature reach unhealthy levels. Areas with lower extreme
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heat thresholds are not necessarily at lower risk, as persons and community assets used to
cooler temperatures may be less prepared for extreme heat events.

Very high temperatures can harm plants and animals that are not well adapted to them.
This includes wild ecosystems as well as farm crops and livestock. Extreme heat can
increase the temperature of water in lakes, streams, creeks, and other water bodies,
especially during drought events when water levels are lower. In some cases, water
temperatures may exceed comfortable levels for a number of plants and animals, causing
ecological harm. Extreme heat is expected to have a severe effect on agriculture.
Excessive heat and prolonged dry or drought conditions can impact agriculture by creating
worker safety issues for farmworkers, severely damaging crops, and reducing availability of
water and food supply for livestock. Outdoor workers are much more exposed to the
elements than most people, so they are more susceptible to extreme heat conditions and
the potential illnesses associated with very high temperatures. Additionally, excessive heat
can cause high levels of mortality among livestock as well as damage to crops.

Indirectly, extreme heat puts more stress on power lines, causing them to run less
efficiently. The heat also causes more demand for electricity (usually to run air conditioning
units), and in combination with the stress on the power lines, may lead to brownouts and
blackouts.

Potential Changes to Extreme Heat in Future Years

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

Extreme heat tends to occur on an annual basis in Imperial County and is likely to continue
occurring annually. Due to Imperial County’'s desert environment, extremely high
temperatures will continue to be a more common occurrence than cold temperatures.

Climate Change and Extreme Heat

The warmer temperatures brought on by climate change are likely to cause an increase in
extreme heat events in different regions of Imperial County. Depending on the location and
emissions levels, the state Cal-Adapt database indicates the number of extreme heat days
is expected to rise from a historical annual average of 4 to 36 by the middle of the century
(2035 to 2064), and to 67 by the end of the century (2070 to 2099), depending on the
severity of climate change and the specific location. Cooler areas may see about as many
extreme heat days as warmer areas. Figure 11 shows the projections of temperature
increase in the future with the average annual maximum temperature.
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Overall, Imperial County is expected to see an increase in the average daily high
temperatures. Although the temperature increases may appear modest, the projected high
temperatures are substantially greater than historical norms. These increases also make it
more likely that an above-average high temperature will cross the extreme heat threshold.
As temperatures increase, Imperial County residents will face increased risk of death from
dehydration, heat stroke, heat exhaustion, heart attack, stroke, and respiratory distress
caused by extreme heat. Climate change can also indirectly create a greater risk of
agriculture pests and diseases. Many crop plants, trees, and livestock may be harmed and
consequently weakened by extreme heat and warmer temperatures. The weaker plants
and animals may not be able to fend off infestations or infections as well as a stronger plant
or animal, causing pests and diseases to affect more of the population. These pests and
diseases can cause plants and animals to grow slower, damage crops so their products are
less appealing and harder to sell, or even kill them.

Severe Weather

Severe weather is generally any destructive weather event, but usually occurs in Imperial
County as localized storms that bring heavy rain, hail, lightning, and strong winds. Severe
weather is usually caused by intense storm systems, although types of strong winds can
occur without a storm. The types of dangers posed by severe weather vary widely and may
include injuries or deaths, damage to buildings and structures, fallen trees, roads and
railways blocked by debris, and fires sparked by lightning. Severe weather often produces
high winds and lightning that can damage structures and cause power outages. Lightning
from these storms can ignite forest and structure fires that can cause damage to buildings
and endanger people. Objects can also be struck directly, which may result in an explosion,
burn, or total destruction.

Imperial County is especially vulnerable to windstorms and thunderstorms in the spring
(primarily in March) and the late summer. Power lines are susceptible to collapse from
windstorms and thunderstorms, putting the electrical delivery infrastructure at high risk.
While tornados have been relatively rare in Imperial County, they do occur and can be quite
destructive. In Imperial County, most severe weather is linked to high winds. High winds,
often accompanying severe storms, can cause significant property and crop damage,
threaten public safety, and have adverse economic impacts from business closures and
power loss.

All wind events pose several different types of threats. By themselves, the winds pose a
threat to the health of people and structures in the county. Dust and plant pollen blown by
the wind can create breathing problems. The winds can blow roofs off buildings and cause
tree limbs to fall on structures. High winds also increase the threat of wildfires. Winds may
dry out brush and forest areas, increasing the fuel load in fire-prone areas. Winds may
spark wildfires by knocking down power lines or causing them to arc. If fires do start, high
winds can push flames quickly into new areas, contributing to rapid spread of wildfires and
making them harder to control.
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Potential Changes to Severe Weather in Future Year

Likelihood of Future Occurrence

According to historical hazard data, severe weather is an annual occurrence in Imperial
County. Thunderstorms, heavy winds, heavy rainfall, dust storms, and tornados have all
caused damage to Imperial County in the past and will occur in the future. Moreover, disaster
declarations related to severe weather have occurred and will continue to occur in the
future.

Heavy rain and thunderstorms are the most frequent type of severe weather occurrences in
the county. Wind and lightning often accompany these storms and have caused damage in
the past. However, actual damage associated with the primary effects of severe weather
have been limited. It is the secondary hazards caused by weather, such as floods, fire, and
agricultural losses that have had the greatest impact on the county.

Climate Change and Severe Weather

Climate change is expected to cause an increase in intense rainfall, which is usually
associated with strong storm systems. This means that Imperial County could see more
intense storms in the coming years and decades, possibly causing an increase in the
frequency of severe weather events and any associated hazards. Such an increase may
not affect all forms of severe weather and may not always be apparent. However, severe
wind and dust storms are likely to increase in severity and frequency throughout the county.

While average annual rainfall may increase or decrease slightly, climate change is
expected to cause an increase in the number of years with intense levels of precipitation.
Heavy rainfall can increase the frequency and severity of other hazards, including flooding
and landslides. Some already-rare forms of severe weather, such as tornados, are not
expected to increase in a noticeable way.
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Ifl. GOALS AND POLICIES
A. PREFACE

The Seismic and Public Safety Element of the General Plan is to be consulted in the
implementation of development policies and land uses in Imperial County. This chapter of
the Seismic and Public Safety Element presents Imperial County's goals and policies
relative to all land use decisions within the unincorporated areas of the county.

The goals and policies, combined with the implementation programs in Chapter IV, are the
statements that shall provide direction for private development as well as government
actions and programs. Imperial County's goals and policies are intended to serve as long-
term principles and policy statements representing ideals that have been determined by the
citizens as being desirable and deserving of community time and resources to achieve.
These goals and policies are important guidelines for public safety decision making.
However, it is recognized that other social, economic, environmental, and legal
considerations are involved in land use decisions and that these goals and policies, and
those of the other General Plan elements, should be used as guidelines rather than
doctrines.

B. GOALS AND POLICIES

Land Use Planning and Public Safety

Goal 1: Integrate public health and resilience into land use planning.

Policy 1.1 Incorporate data on areas with geological and seismic hazards into the
land use review process and future development processes. As development is
proposed, developers shall be required to provide information related to these
hazards.

Policy 1.2  Incorporate Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)-
required updates to Section 91600 of the Imperial County Code of Ordinances.

Policy 1.3  Regulate development adjacent to or near all mineral deposits and
geothermal operations.

Policy 1.4  Require seismic risks be avoided, when feasible, and mitigation
measures, commensurate with risks, be taken to reduce injury, loss of life,
destruction of property, and disruption of service.

Policy 1.5  Collaborate with local, state, and federal agencies and the private
sector to minimize risk of disruption to critical facilities and lifelines.
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Policy 1.6  Ensure natural hazards are considered when siting critical facilities, as
well as the extent to which the range, frequency, and intensity of environmental
hazards may change due to climate change, as applicable.

Policy 1.7  Reduce fire hazards through fire safe design and the siting of new
developments and critical facilities outside of very high fire hazard severity zones.

Policy 1.8  Encourage the reclamation and management of lands where mining,
irrigation, landfills, solid waste, hazardous materials/waste storage or disposal, and
natural soil erosion has occurred, so as to pose no danger to public health and
safety.

Policy 1.9  Work with the Imperial Irrigation District and agriculture water users to
underground open canals adjacent to and within urban areas to prevent accidental
drownings, without placing unreasonable cost burden on agricultural water users.

Policy 1.10 Restrict residential development on unsuitable lands, recognizing that

prohibition or restriction of residential uses are in the public interest, health, and
safety.

Seismic and Geologic Hazards

Goal 2: Avoid loss of life, injury, and property damage from seismic and geologic

hazards

Policy 2.1 Ensure that no structure for human occupancy, other than one-story
wood-frame structures, shall be permitted within 50 feet of an active fault trace, as
designated on maps compiled by the State Geologist under the Alquist-Priolo Geologist
Hazards Zone Act.

Policy 2.2  Require new development in areas prone to geologic hazards (e.g.,
landslides, slope instability) to be adequately protected against these hazards. Any
development in hillside areas shall prepare drainage plans to direct runoff and
drainage away from potentially unstable slopes. New developments shall incorporate
hillside design techniques and features to mitigate and support slope stability.

Policy 2.3  Require that geological and geotechnical investigations for new
development proposals in areas with potential earthquake-induced liquefaction,
landslides, or settlement. To the extent feasible, the County will limit intensive
developments and land uses along rivers and waterways where it is likely that
erosion could cause property damage or threaten life during high-precipitation
events.

Planning & Development Services Department Seismic and Public Safety Element Page 51



IR NENE Chapter 6

Policy 2.4  Encourage building retrofits that improve resiliency to geologic and
seismic hazards.

Policy 2.5  Participate in local and regional emergency preparedness planning
efforts with public and quasi-public agencies (e.g., the Imperial County Sheriff's
Office, the Imperial County Fire Department, Caltrans District 11) to ensure the
continued functionality of major utility services and roadways in the event of a major
earthquake.

Policy 2.6  Implement development restrictions and seismic study requirements
around active faults pursuant to the Alquist-Priolo Act to ensure that potential
impacts of seismic hazards are mitigated.

Policy 2.7  Require suppliers of all existing utilities that cross active faults to file with
the County an operation plan describing the probable effects of failures at the fault and
the various emergency facilities and procedures that exist to ensure that failure does not
threaten public safety.

Policy 2.8  Maintain an inventory of unreinforced masonry structures in
compliance with California’s Unreinforced Masonry Law.

Policy 2.9  Promote the development of groundwater recharge basins outside of
areas with increased potential for liquefaction resulting from an earthquake.

Policy 2.10 Require that grading activities preserve natural features, including
vegetation, terrain, watercourses, and similar resources, wherever feasible.

Policy 2.11 Reduce the risk of damage due to subsidence resulting from extraction
of groundwater and geothermal resources by appropriate regulation.

Flood Hazards

Goal 3: Minimize the risk of life and injury, damage to property, and economic and social
dislocations resulting from flooding and inundation hazards.

Policy 3.1  Require all projects in the county to address and mitigate adverse
impacts to the carrying capacity of local and regional storm drains.

Policy 3.2  Update stormwater infrastructure design requirements as needed to
maintain consistency with federal, state, and local regulatory requirements,
prioritizing vulnerable communities.

Policy 3.3  Ensure that new development projects and retrofits to existing large-
scale projects incorporate design strategies and features to reduce the area of
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impervious surfaces and flood risks with natural drainage, as well as groundwater
replenishment.

Policy 3.4  Require all new development for human occupancy within the 100-year
floodplain to be adequately flood-proofed.

Policy 3.5  Prohibit development along rivers and waterways that would reduce
stream capacity, increase erosion, or cause deterioration of the channel.

Policy 3.6  Promote flood-control measures that maintain natural conditions within
Imperial County’s regulatory floodplain of rivers and streams.

Policy 3.7  Continue to assess the flood risk within Imperial County, identify areas
of poor drainage, and install new or upgraded existing drainage facilities and
infrastructure at risk. Use natural or green infrastructure to the extent possible.

Policy 3.8  Collect and maintain data from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and Department of Water Resources (DWR) regarding potential
flood hazards within the county and ensure that information is made publicly
available to community members to serve as an educational resource.

Policy 3.9  Discourage development within the 100-year floodplain. Where not
feasible or existing development is within the 100-year flood zone, require
development to be consistent with Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) floodplain regulations to minimize risks associated with flood hazards,
including requiring structures for human occupancy and roadways to be constructed
above the projected profile of a 100-year flood event.

Policy 3.10 Coordinate with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Resource Conservation District, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the California Department of Water Resources, and the
Imperial Irrigation District, in defining existing and potential flood-problem areas.

Policy 3.11 Continue to assess the dam inundation risk within the county and
upgrade facilities and infrastructure at risk.

Fire Hazards

Goal 4: Avoid the loss of life, injury, and minimize property damage from urban and
wildland fires.

Policy 4.1  Enforce fire-safe development codes to use as standards and
regulations for fire protection in accordance with the California Building Code, the
California Fire Code, California Public Resources Code, and the County Municipal
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Code for building and landscaping, and the Imperial County Fire Department
regulations for new development in State Responsibility Areas or Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zones that meet or exceed the statewide minimums in the State
Responsibility Area Fire Safe Regulations.

Policy4.2 Require proposed development in High or Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones to be located where fire and emergency services are available or will
be constructed as part of the proposed development activities.

Policy 4.3  Prior to approval of new developments proposed in areas of very high,
high, or moderate fire hazard, as designated on maps maintained by CAL FIRE,
applicants shall demonstrate compliance with fire safety regulations and local
regulations for defensible space, ignition-resistant construction materials, property
maintenance to reduce fuels, natural hazards disclosure requirements, emergency
access and multiple access points, ease of evacuation, availability of water for fire
suppression, and other relevant building and development standards.

Policy 4.4  For existing non-conforming development, the County shall work with
property owners to improve or mitigate access, water supply and fire flow, signing,
and vegetation clearance to meet current state and/or locally adopted fire safety
standards.

Policy 4.5  Following a large and/or destructive fire in Imperial County or the
region, the County shall reassess standards and other requirements for new
development and redevelopment and revise these requirements to ensure a high
level of community resilience to fire events.

Policy 4.6  Require project-specific fire-prevention plans and fuel modification
around homes and subdivisions in areas of High or Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zones.

Policy 4.7  Coordinate with local water providers to ensure the long-term
sustainability of water supplies to meet current and anticipated future firefighting
needs. ldentify areas lacking adequate water service for firefighting, including
capacity for peak load under a reasonable worst-case wildland fire scenario
determined by Imperial County Fire Department.

Policy 4.8 Require that conceptual landscaping plans for development in High or
Very Fire Hazard Severity Zones identified by CAL FIRE and shown in Figure 6 be
reviewed by the Planning and Development Department and Imperial County Fire
Department prior to the issuance of development permits. The conceptual
landscaping plan of the proposed development shall, at a minimum, include:
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1. Site plan, planting plan, planting palette, and irrigation plan to reduce the risk of
fire hazards with consideration to site conditions, including slope, structures, and
adjacencies.

2. Defensible space maintenance plan.

3. Provision of multiple points of ingress and egress to improve evacuation and
emergency response access and adequate water infrastructure for water supply,
fire flow, and fire equipment access.

Policy 49 Require continued long-term operation and maintenance of fuel
breaks, brush management, controlied burning, revegetation, and roads by Imperial
County and private landowners.

Policy 4.10 Coordinate with the Imperial County Fire Department to ensure that the
Department has appropriate municipal staffing to address development pressure
and adequately respond to long-range fire safety planning.

Policy 4.11 Coordinate with Imperial County Fire Protection Department to
implement a long-term fire protection training program and continue public education
efforts to inform the community of wildland and urban fire hazards, evacuation
routes, and ways to minimize damage caused by fires such as through defensible
space. The County shall identify and map at-risk populations within the community
and prioritize public outreach, as well as fire education and training among these
populations.

Policy 4.12 Support measures that help firefighting crews and emergency
response teams respond to fire hazards or work under low-visibility conditions, such
as high-visibility street and building address signage.

Policy 4.13 Implement a coordination program with fire protection and emergency
service providers to reassess fire hazards after wildfire events and adjust fire
prevention and suppression needs, including needs for new or revised development
and reconstruction standards.

Policy 4.14 Continue to work cooperatively with CAL FIRE to strengthen fire-
fighting capabilities and successfully respond to multiple fires.

Policy 4.15 Adopt and maintain an evacuation route network and ensure
emergency evacuation routes are clearly identified with adequate signage
throughout the county. The County will also develop a blueprint for managing
evacuation plans, including allocation of buses, designation, and protection of
disaster routes to maximize capacity and redundancy, and creation of traffic-control
contingencies. The County will work to ensure that evacuation transportation
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services are available for those with limited mobility or lacking access to a personal
vehicle.

Policy 4.16 Require all new development projects with land classified as Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZs; Section 51177 of the California Government
Code) or within areas defined as a wildland-urban interface, to prepare a long-term
comprehensive fuel reduction and management program, including provisions for
multiple points of ingress and egress to improve evacuation and emergency
response access and adequate water infrastructure for water supply and fire flow,
and fire equipment access.

Policy 4.17 Identify existing public and private roadways in fire hazard areas not in
compliance with contemporary fire-safe standards, including road standards,
vegetation clearance, and other requirements of Sections 1273 and 1274 of the
California Code of Regulations to the extent resources are available. Work at
retrofitting County-owned roadways as needed to meet current standards and
require private property owners to do the same, to the extent feasible and given the
absence of other site constraints.

Hazardous Wastes and Materials

Goal 5: Protect the public from exposure to hazardous wastes and materials.

Policy 5.1  Collaborate with private industry to find alternative routes for the
transporting of hazardous materials/waste that do not go near or through residential
areas and critical facilities.

Policy 6.2  Collaborate with the California Department of Toxic Substances and
Controls and the State Water Board to minimize the potential for hazardous
materials and waste spills.

Policy 5.3  Discourage incompatible development, such as schools and residential
uses, adjacent to sites and facilities used for the production, storage, disposal, and
transport of hazardous materials and waste.

Policy 5.4  Continue to implement and update ordinances, policies, and guidelines
that assure the safety of county ground and surface waters from toxic or hazardous
materials and wastes.

Policy 5.5  Collaborate with local jurisdictions and other appropriate agencies to
facilitate the safe and immediate cleanup of all hazardous waste sites and to provide
safe facilities for disposal, in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local
regulations.
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Policy 5.6  Encourage businesses to use practices and technologies that will
reduce the generation of hazardous waste.

Policy 5.7 In conjunction with the Imperial County Fire Department, review and
monitor potentially hazardous mater