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sEcTtoN 1

INTRODUCTION

A. PURPOSE

This document is a n policy-level, X project level lnitial Study for evaluation of potential environmental impacts

resulting with the proposed with the proposed Conditional Use Permit (CUP)#22-0008 for a proposed Heliport.

For purposes of this document, the abovementioned project will be called the "proposed application". (Refer to

Exhibit "A" & "B").

B. CALTFORNTA ENVTRONMENTAL QUALTTYACT (CEOA) REQUTREMENTS AND THE IMPERIAL CoUNTY'S

GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTING CEQA

As defined by Section 15063 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and Section 7

of the County's "CEQA Regulations Guidelines for the lmplementation of CEM, as amended", an lnitlal Study is
prepared primarily to provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for determining whether an

Environmental lmpact Report (ElR), Negative Declaration, or Mitigated Negative Declaration would be appropriate

for providing the necessary environmental documentation and clearance for any proposed prolect.

n According to Section 15065, an EIR is deemed appropriate for a particular proposal if the following conditions

0ccur:

The proposal has the potential to substantially degrade quality of the environment,

The proposal has the potential to achieve short-term environmental goals to the disadvantage of long-term

environmental goals.

The proposal has possible environmental effects that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable.

. The proposal could cause direct or indirect adverse effects on human beings.

n According to Section 15070(a), a Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if the proposalwould not result

in any significant effect on the environment.

! According to Section 15070(b), a Mitigated Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if it is determined

that though a proposal could result in a significant effect, mitigation measures are available to reduce these

significant effects to insignificant levels.

This lnitial Study has determined that the proposed applications will not result in any potentially significant

environmental impacts and therefore, a Negative Declaration is deemed as the appropriate document to provide

necessary environmental evaluations and clearance as identified hereinafter.

This lnitial Study and Negative Declaration are prepared in conformance with the California EnvironmentalQuality

Act of 1970, as amended (Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et. seq.); Section 15070 of the State & County

of lmperial's Guidelines for lmplementation of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended

(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et. seq.); applicable requirements of the

County of lmperial; and the regulations, requirements, and procedures of any other responsible public agency or

an agency with jurisdiction by law.

Pursuant to the County of lmperial Guidelines for lmolementing CEQA, depending on the project scope, the County

lmperial County Planning & Development Services Departnent
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of lmperial Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission and/or Planning Director is designated the Lead Agency,

in accordance with Section 15050 of the CEQA Guidelines. The Lead Agency is the public agency which has the
principal responsibility for approving the necessary environmental clearances and analyses for any project in the

County.

C. INTENDED USES OF INITIAL STUDY AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This lnitial Study and Negative Declaration are informational documents which are intended to inform County of

lmperial decision makers, other responsible or interested agencies, and the general public of potential

environmental effects of the proposed applications, The environmental review process has been established to

enable public agencies to evaluate environmental consequences and to examine and implement methods of
eliminating or reducing any potentially adverse impacts. While CEQA requires that consideration be given to

avoiding environmental damage, the Lead Agency and other responsible public agencies must balance adverse

environmental effects against other public objectives, including economic and social goals.

The lnitial Study and Negative Declaration, prepared for the project will be circulated for a period of 20 days (30-

days if submifted to the State Clearinghouse for a project of area-wide significance) for public and agency review

and comments. At the conclusion, if comments are received, the County Planning & Development Services

Department will prepare a document entitled "Responses to Comments" which will be forwarded to any

commenting entity and be made part of the record within 10-days of any project consideration.

D. CONTENTS OF INITIAL STUDY & NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This lnitial Study is organized to facilitate a basic understanding of the existing sefting and environmental

implications of the proposed applications,

sEcfloN 1

L INTRODUCTION presents an introduction to the entire report. This section discusses the environmental

process, scope of environmental review, and incorporation by reference documents.

sEcfloN 2

ll. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM contains the County's Environmental Checklist Form. The checklist

form presents results of the environmental evaluation for the proposed applications and those issue areas that

would have either a potentially significant impact, potentially significant unless mitigation incorporated, less than

significant impact or no impact.

PROJECT SUMMARY, LOCATION AND EVIRONMENTAL SETTINGS describes the proposed prolect

entitlements and required applications. A description of discretionary approvals and permits required for project

implementation is also included. lt also identifies the location of the project and a general description of the

surrounding environmental settings.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS evaluates each response provided in the environmental checklist form. Each

response checked in the checklist form is discussed and supported with sufficient data and analysis as necessary,

As appropriate, each response discussion describes and identifies specific impacts anticipated with prolect

implementation,

sEcTtoN 3

lll. MANDATORY FINDINGS presents Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of

the CEQA Guidelines.

lmperial County Planning & D€vslopmsnt Seruices Deparfnent
Page 1 of31

lnitial Study, Environmental Chsklist Form & Negative Declaralion for CalEnerg/s Heliport ProjectCUP#22-0008

EEC ORIGINAL PKG



lV. PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED identifies those persons consulted and involved in

preparation of this lnitial Study and Negative Declaration.

V. REFERENCES lists bibliographical materials used in preparation of this document.

VI. NEGAT]VE DECLAMTION. COUNTY OF IMPERIAL

VII. FINDINGS

SECTION 4

vilr. RESPoNSE TO COMMENTS (lF ANY)

rx, MrrGATroN MoNrroRlNG & REPORTING PRoGRAM (MMRP)(lF ANY)

E. SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

For evaluation of environmental impacts, each question from the Environmental Checklist Form is summarized

and responses are provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of the lnitial Study. lmpacts and effects

will be evaluated and quantified, when appropriate. To each question, there are four possible responses, including:

1. No lmpact: A "No lmpact" response is adequately supported if the impact simply does not apply to the

proposed applications.

2. Less Than Significant lmpact: The proposed applications will have the potential to impact the environment.

These impacts, however, will be less than significant; no additional analysis is required.

3. Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation lncorporated: This applies where incorporation of mitigation

measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant lmpact" to a "Less Than Significant lmpact".

4. Potentially Significant lmpact: The proposed applications could have impacts that are considered

significant. Additional analyses and possibly an EIR could be required to identify mitigation measures that

could reduce these impacts to less than significant levels.

F. POLICY-LEVEL or PROJECT LEVEL ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This lnitial Study and Negative Declaration will be conducted under a ! policy-level, I project level analysis.

Regarding mitigation measures, it is not the intent of this document to "overlap" or restate conditions of approval

that are commonly established for future known projects or the proposed applications, Additionally, those other

standard requirements and regulations that any development must comply with, that are outside the County's

jurisdiction, are also not considered mitigation measures and therefore, will not be identified in this document.

G. TIERED DOCUMENTS AND INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

lnformation, findings, and conclusions contained in this document are based on incorporation by reference of tiered

documentation, which are discussed in the following section.

1. Tiered Documents

As permifted in Section 15152(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, information and discussions from other documents

can be included into this document. Tiering is defined as follows:

lmperial County Planning & Development Services Deparlrnent
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"Tiering refers to using the analysis of general mattens contained in a broader EIR (such as the one prepared

for a general plan or policy statement) with later ElRs and negative declarations on narrower projects;

incorporating by reference the general discussions from the broader EIR; and concentrating the later EIR or

negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later project."

Tiering also allows this document to comply with Section 1 5152(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, which discourages

redundant analyses, as follows:

"Agencies are encouraged to tier the environmental analyses which they prepare for separate but related

projects including the general plans, zoning changes, and development projects. This approach can eliminate

repetitive discussion of the same issues and focus the later EIR or negative declaration on the actual issues

ripe for decision at each level of environmental review. Tiering is appropriate when the sequence of analysis

is from an EIR prepared for a general plan, policy or program to an EIR or negative declaration for another
plan, policy, or program of lesser scope, or to a site-specific EIR or negative declaration."

Further, Section 15152(d)of the CEQA Guidelines states:

"Where an EIR has been prepared and certified for a program, plan, policy, or ordinance consistent with the

requirements of this section, any lead agency for a later prolect pursuant to or consistent with the program,

plan, policy, or ordinance should limit the EIR or negative declaration on the later project to effects which:

(1) Were not examined as signilicant effects on the environment in the prior EIR; or

(2) Are susceptible to substantial reduction or avoidance by the choice of specific revisions in the project, by

the imposition of conditions, or other means,"

2. Incorporation Bv Reference

lncorporation by reference is a procedure for reducing the size of E|Rs/MND and is most appropriate for

including long, descriptive, or technical materials that provide general background information, but do not

conkibute directly to the specific analysis of the project itself. This procedure is particularly useful when an

EIR or Negative Declaration relies on a broadly'drafted EIR for its evaluation of cumulative impacts of related

projects (Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation v. Coun$ of Los Angeles 11986,177 Ca.3d 3001). lf an EIR

or Negative Declaration relies on information from a supporting study that is available to the public, the EIR

or Negative Declaration cannot be deemed unsupported by evidence or analysis (San Franctsco Ecology

Center v. CW and County of San Francisco [1975, 48 Ca.3d 584, 595]). This document incorporates by

reference appropriate information from the "Final Environmental lmpact Report and Environmental

Assessment for the "County of lmperial General Plan ElR" prepared by Brian F. Mooney Associates in 1993

and updates.

When an EIR or Negative Declaration incorporates a document by reference, the incorporation must comply

with Section 15150 of the CEQA Guidelines as follows:

The incorporated document must be available to the public or be a matter of public record (CEM
Guidelines Section 15150[a]), The General Plan EIR and updates are available, along with this document,

at the County of lmperial Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA

92243 Ph. (442) 265-17 36.

a

a This document must be available for inspection by the public at an office of the lead agency (CEOA

Guidelines Section 15150[b]). These documents are available at the County of lmperial Planning &

Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA92243 Ph. (442) 265-1736.

lmperial County Planning & Development SeNices Departnent
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a These documents must summarize the portion of the document being incorporated by reference or briefly

describe information that cannot be summarized. Furthermore, these documents must describe the

relationship between the incorporated information and the analysis in the tiered documents (CEOA

Guidelines Section 15150[c]). As discussed above, the tiered ElRs address the entire prolect site and
provide background and inventory information and data which apply to the project site. lncorporated

information and/or data will be cited in the appropriate sections.

These documents must include the State identification number of the incorporated documents (CEQA

Guidelines Section 15150[d]). The State Clearinghouse Number for the County of lmperial General Plan

EIR is SCH #93011023.

The material to be incorporated in this document will include general background information (CEOA

Guidelines Section 15150[fl). This has been previously discussed in this document.

a

a
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il. Environmental Checklist

1. Project Title: CalEnergy's Heliport Prolect - Conditional Use Permit #22-0008lnitial Study #22-0016

2. Lead Agency: lmperial Coun$ Planning & Development Services Department

3. Contact person and phone number: Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager, (442)265-1736, ext. 1751

4. Address: 801 Main Street, ElCentro CA,92243

5, E-mail: dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us

6. Project location: The project site is located at 6896 Crummer Road, Calipatria, further identified as Assessor's

Parcel Number 020-110-049-000 and legally described as Par 1 of PM 2281 of SE %, Section 5, Township 12

South, Range 13 East, S.B.B,M.

7. Project sponsor's name and address: CalEnergy Operating Corporation

7030 Gentry Road, Calipatria, CA 92233

8. General Plan designation: Agriculture

9. Zoning: A-3-G (Heavy Agricultural with Geothermal Overlay Zone)

10. Description of project: CalEnergy is proposing to construct and operate a helicopter landing pad ("Heliport") for

the purpose of corporate use and to aid facility emergency response situations. lt is being proposed within less

than 1 acre within the approximately 78-acre parcel and accessory to the existing geothermal facility, currently
permitted under Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #05-0054 Unit 5 Region 1. According to the project description

provided by applicant, construction is expected to take 4-6 weeks and will involve use of standard construction

heavy equipment such as an excavator, forklift, and concrete mixer truck among others, The helipad is expected

to be used once or twice every six months or as needed.

11. Surroundlng land uses and setting: The project site is a geothermal facility and is sunounded by agricultural

fields, some with injection wells and tubes, accessory to the geothermal facility. Neighboring parcels are also

zoned A-3-G (Heavy Agricultural with Geothermal Overlay). The Salton Sea is within a mile to the west.

12. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.9., permits, financing approval, or participation

agreement.): A) Planning Commission

13, Have California Native American tribes traditionallv and culturallv affiliated with the proiect area requested

consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? lf so. is there a plan for consultation that
includes. for example. the determination of siqnificance of impacts to tribal cultural resources. procedures

reqardinq lv. etc.?

Note: Conductinq consultation earlv in the CEQA process allows tribal governments. lead aqencies. and proiect
proponents to discuss the level of environmental review. identifv and address potential adverse impacts to tribal cultural
resources. and reduce the potential for delav and conflict in the environmental review process. (See Public Resources
Gode. Section 21080.3.2). lnformation mav also be available from the California Native American Heritage Commission's
Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code. Section 5097,96 and the California Historical Resources lnformation
Svstem administered bv the California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code.

Section 21082.3 (c) contains provisions specific to confidentialitv,

California Native American Tribes have been consulted through the AB 52 consultation process; however, no

responses were received.

lmpedal County Planning & Development Seruices Deparlment
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PROJECT SUMMARY

A, Project Location: The prolect site is located at 6896 Crummer Road, Calipatria, further identified as

Assesso/s Parcel Number 020-110-049-000 and legally described as Par 1 of PM 2281 of SE %, Section 5,

Township 12 South, Range 13 East, S.B,B,M.

B. Project Summary: CalEnergy is proposing to construct and operate a helicopter landing pad ("Heliport") for

the purpose of corporate use and to aid facility emergency response situations, lt is being proposed within

less than 1 acre within the approximately 78-acre parcel and accessory to the existing geothermal facility,

currently permitted under Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #05-0054 Unit 5 Region 1. According to the prolect

description provided by applicant, construction is expected to take 4-6 weeks and will involve use of standard

construction heavy equipment such as an excavator, forklift, and concrete mixer truck among others. The

helipad is expected to be used once or twice every six months or as needed.

C, Environmental Setting: The prolect site is a geothermal facility and is surrounded by agricultural fields,

some with injection wells and tubes, accessory to the geothermal facility, Neighboring parcels are also zoned

A-3-G (Heavy Agricultural with Geothermal Overlay). The Salton Sea is within a mile to the west.

D. Analysis: The prolect site is zoned A-3-G (Heavy Agricultural with Geothermal Overlay) perZoning Map #53

(Title 9, Section 92553.00). The proposed use is permitted with a Conditional Use Permit in accordance with

Title 9 Division 5, Chapter 9, Section 90509.02 ii. The proposed use is consistent with the lmperial County

General Plan's designation, and the lmperial County's Land Use Ordinance. ln addition, the adoption of the

CEQA lnitial Study for this project would be consistent with applicable County and State ordinances and

regulations.

E. General Plan Consistency: The project site is designated as "Agriculture", according to the County's General

Plan Land Use Map. The proposed pro1ect is not expected to conflict with the County's General Plan, and can

be found consistent with the Land Use and Renewable Energy Elements.
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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Exhibit "B"

Site Plan
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2)

3)

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No lmpact" answers that are adequately supported by the

information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A "No lmpact" answer is

adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to

projects like the one involved (e.9., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No lmpact" answer should

be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.9., the project will not

expose sensitive receptons to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

4)

All answen must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as

well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers

must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than

significant. "Potentially Significant lmpact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be

significant. lf there are one or more "Potentially Significant lmpact" entries when the determination is made, an

EIR is required.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation lncorporated" applies where the incorporation of

mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant lmpact" to a "Less Than Significant

lmpact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect

to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be

cross-referenced).

Eadier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program ElR, or other CEQA process, an effect

has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). ln this case, a

brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. ldentify and state where they are available for review.

b) lmpacts Adequately Addressed. ldentify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of

and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether

such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures, For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures lncorporated,"

describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the

extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the prolect.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential

impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document

should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated,

Supporting lnformation Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals

contacted should be cited in the discussion,

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies

should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects

in whatever format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance

lmperial County Planning & DevelopmentSsMces Deparbnent
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Potentially

Significant

lmpact
(PSl)

Potentially

Significant

Unless Mitigalion

lncorporated
(PSUMI)

Less Than

Significant
lmpact

{LTSt)
No lmpact

Nl)

I. AESTHEI'CS

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:

[fii:;'"*'tid 
adverse effect on a scenic vista or scenic n n tr X

a) The project is not located near a designated scenic vista or scenic highuay as per the lmperial Coun$ Girculation &

Scenic Highways Element. The proposed helipad uould not be visualized from the roads since it is a flat concrete surface.

No impacts are expected.

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not

limited to trees, rock-outcroppings, and historic buildings within n n n X
a slate scenic highway?

b) The closest fragment of a highway that is designated as "scenic" is on the west side of the Salton Sea, and the project is

located to the east of the Sea. No scenic resources are nearby; therefore, no impacts are expected.

c) ln non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing

visual character or quality of public views of the site and its

surrounding? (Public views are those that are experienced n n X n
from publicly accessible vantage point.) lf the project is in an .-
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable

zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

c) The project area has been previously disturbed and the proposed use is flat and above ground level; therefore, less than

significant levels are expected.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare wiich would n n X tr
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

d) Lighting for construction shall be shielded or directed onsite to minimize potential impacts. The helipad uould only be

used during the day or as needed. Additional lighting for security is being proposed but will be shielded and directed to the

project area. Less than significant impacts are expected.

AGRICU LTU RE AND FOREST RESOURCES

ln determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significani environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California

Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to

use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. ln determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant

environmenlal effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding

the state's inventory offorest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment prqect; and foresl

carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. -Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of

Statewide lmportance (Farmland), as shown on the maps

prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring ! tr X n
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-

agricultural use?

a) The project site is not classified as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, nor Farmland of Statewide lmportance, and is

classified as "Urban and Build-Up Land" and "Other Land" according to the California Department of Conservation Farmland

Mapping Programl; therefore, less than significant impacts are expected'

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, oru n n n X
Williamson Act Contract?

b) The project is consistent with the uses allowed with a Conditional Use Permit under the A-3-G (Heavy Agricultural with

Geothermal Overlay) zone. The County has no active Williamson Act Contracts; therefore, no impacts are expected.

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest

land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(9)),

timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section

4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined

by Government Code Section 51 104(g))?

1 Califomia lmportant Farmland hft ps://maps.conservation.ca. gov/agricu lture/

a)

b)
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c) No impacts to forest land are expected to occur since the area is not within or near any forest nor timberland areas.

d) Result in the lo-ss of forest land or conversion of forest land to n n tr X
nonJorest use?

d) There is no forest land in the area of the project location and no conversion to non-forest use rvould occur as a
consequence of the approval of the proposed project; therefore, no impacts unuld occur.

e) lnvolve other changes in the existing environment which, due

to their location or nature, could result in conversion of n n X n
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land r-r
to nonjorest use?

e) Although the proposed use is not directly related to farming, it is consistent with the allowed uses with a Conditional Use

Permit, in accordance with Division 5, Chapter 9. The project site is not classified as farmland, therefore, less than significant

impacts are expected.

rrr, AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution control district may be

relied upon to the following determinations. Would the Project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air n tr X n
quality plan?

a) APCD rras contacted through the ICPDS's "Request for Comments" review process and they have stated that all

construction activities must adhere to the Air District's rules and regulations, including but not limited to, Rule 801 ol
Regulation Vlll. Compliance with APGD's rule during construction will cause for impacts to be less than significant.

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any

criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment n n X n
under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality .-
standard?

b) The construction activities uould cause temporary impacts to the environment and sunounding roads, but no

considerable net increases of pollutants are expected. Regarding frequency of use, it would be for corporate officials, public

figures and potential stakeholders and during emergencies but is not expected to be used significantly; therefore, less than

significant impacts are expected.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants n n X n
concentrations?

c) The workers at the geothermal facilig are the closest sensitive receptors in the surrounding vicinity. CalEnergy has

protective measures in place for all workers and although the project site is within the same parcel as the geothermal facili$,
it is not near the facility as to impact sensitive receptors. The proposed helipad will not be within 1,000 feet of the closest
geothermal building with sensitive receptors. Less than significant impacts are expected.

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors n ! X n
adversely affecting a substantial number of people? .-
d) The proposed helipad is not expected to create odors since it consists on a flat concrete area to be used for landing.

Gonstruction activities will be temporary; therefore, less than significant impacts are expected.

lV. BIOLOGICALRESOURCES Wouldtheproiect:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through

habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,

sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans,

policies or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish

and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

n X

a) The lmperial Coung General Plan's Gonservation and Open Space Element2 Figure 1 "sensitive Habitats Map" shoun that

the project site is not within a designated sensitive habitat, and Figure 2 "Sensitive Species Map" shows the project site

being within the Burrowing Owl Species Distribution Model. Since no vertical structures are being proposed, and the area

has been previously disturbed, less than significant impacts are expected to occur.

2 lC General Plan Conservation and Open Soace Element Fiqure t https://www 16.pdf
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b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or

othersensitive naturalcommunity identified in localor regional - n n X
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of r-r

Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) The project site is surrounded by flat agricultural fields and is not located within or near any riparian habitat or sensitive

natural community; therefore, no impacts are expected to occur.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally

protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vemal n n X n
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological u
interruption, or other means?

c) The proposed project site is mostly surrounded by agricultural flat lands, and is less than 2 miles from the Salton Sea;

however, since the project does not include uater or wastewater, less than significant impacts are expected to occur.

d) lnterfere substantially with the movement of any resident or

migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native 1-1 n X !
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of H
native wildlife nursery sites?

d) The proposed project is not expected to impact the movement of resident or migratory fish, since the project site is not

located as close to a body of water so that it could be impacted by the project. The area is close to a Sonny Bono Salton Sea

National Wildlife Refugee area, according to Figure 3 "Agency Designated Habitats" of the lmperial County Conservation and

Open Space Element, but is not expected to create impacts due to the flat nature of the helipad.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinance protecting

biological resourie, such as a tree preservation policy oi n n X n
ordinance?

e) There are no policies protecting biological resources that apply to the scope of nork of the proposed project; therefore,

less than significant impacts are expected.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat

Conservation Plan, NaturalCommunity Conservation Plan, or n n ! X
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation u
plan?

f) There are no conflicts expected with any of the mentioned plans within the project area; therefore, no impacts are expected.

V. CULTURALRESOURCES Wouldtheproiect:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a n n ! X
historical resource pursuant to S1 5064.5?

a) The lmperial County General Plan's Conservation and Open Space Element Figure 6 "Known Areas of Native American

Cultural Sensitivity Map'3 shoun that the project site is not within any knouar areas of Native American Cultural Sensitivity

and no comments were received when asked for consullation;therefore, no impacts are expected.

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the sig-nificance of an n n n X
archaeological resource pursuant to S1 5064.5?

b) The project site does not appear to be within the vicinity of any Tribal Land according to the 201 1 Galifornia Tribal Lands

Map4 from the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. The foundations for the proposed helipad are not expected to be

deep enough to cause an impact on buried resources pursuant to $15064.5, and the area has been previously disturbed;

therefore, no impacts are expected.

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside n n X n
of dedicated cemeteries?

c) There are no cemeteries within the vicinig of the project site. Compliance with the Galifornia Health and Safety Code

57050.5, CEQA $15064.5, and Galifornia Public Resources Code 55097.98 unuld bring any potential project impacts to less

than significant levels.

3 lmperial County General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element Fig 6 http/l,rrurrvr.icpds.com/CMS/Media/Conservation-&-Open-Space-Element'20'l6.pdf
4 20'11 califomia Tribal Lands Map
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d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in the latest Uniform

Building Code, creating substantial direct or indirect risk to life n n X n
or property?

d) Since no structures are being proposed for human occupancy, less than significant impacts are expected regarding

expansive soils.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of

septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems 1-1
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste .-
water?

e) No septic tanks are being proposed, therefore, no impacts are expected.

n

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource n n n X
or site or unique geologic feature?

f) The project is on previously disturbed land and no paleontological resources have been identified; therefore, no impacts

are expected.

Vlll. GREEVHOUSE GAS Elt SSrOrV Woutd he proiect:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or

indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the

environment?

a) The construction activities of the project are expected to generate some but not a substantial amount of emissions'

Construction is anticipated to take betrveen 4 to 6 rveeks. Less than significant impacts are expected to occur.

b) Conflict with an applicable plan or policy or regulation adopted

for the purpose'of reducing the'emiisioniof greenhouse n n X n
gases?

l) fne California Air Resources Board (CARB)'s AB 32 Scoping Plan was updated but it does not include an applicable

threshold for GHG emissions for a project with these characteristics and duration. 6 Compliance with APCD and all applicable

Coung's requirements in the building permit and construction phase, if approved, uould bring the impacts to less than

significant.

lX. HAARDS AND HAARDOUS MATERIALS Woutd the proiect:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment

through thiroutine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous n n tr X
materials?

a) The proposed project does not have the potential to create a significant hazard to the public or environment through the

transportation, use or disposal of hazardous materials, since they are not part of the scope of work; therefore, no impacts

are expected to occur.

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment

throughreasonableforeseeableupsetandaccidentconditions n n n X
involving the release of hazardous materials into the H
environment?

b) As stated above, no hazardous materials are included in the proposed project; therefore, no impacts are expected.

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely

hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quartei n tr ! X
mile of an existing or proposed school?

c) There are no schools within one.quarter mile of the proiect site; therefore, no impacts are expected.

0

d) Be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous

materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code

Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it creale a significant
u n

6 cRna'r AB 32 Scoping Plan https:i/www.arb.ca.qov/cc/scopinq
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(ii) As previously stated, the applicant's compliance with ICPDS and PWD regarding grading/drainage plans will prevent or
avoid contribution of runoff. Less than significant impacts are expected.

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed

the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage F.l
systems or provide substantial additional .0r"., "J ll n X n
polluted runoff; or;

(iii)The applicant's compliance with ICPDS and PWD regarding grading/drainage plans to prevent or avoid contribution
of runoff or polluted water, or alter stormwater drainage systems unuld lourcr potential impacts to less than significant
impact levels. ln addition, no uater is expected to be used.
(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? n n X n
(iv) The project site is within Flood Zone A, according to the FEMA Flood lnsurance Rate Map Panel 06025C0700G9, and is

therefore, subject to review in accordance with said restrictions at the time of preparation of construction plans. Due to
the flat nature of the proposed helipad, less than significant impacts are expected.

d) ln flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of
pollutants due to pqect inundation? ll tr tr X
d) According to the California Emergency Management Agency and the Department of Conservation, the project site is not
within a Tsunami lnundation Area for Emergency Planning;therefore, no impacts are expected to occur.

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality n n X n
control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan? l-J

e) No water is expected to be used for the operations of the heliport. No substantial amounts of water are anticipated for
the construction of the project; therefore, less than significant impacts are expected regarding conflicts with any uater
plans.

Xl. /'/ilD USE AND PLANNING Wouldtheproject:

a) Physically divide an established community? n n n X
a) The project rvould not physically divide any established community since it is approximately 5 miles west of the nearest
city, which is Gig of Calipatria; therefore, no impacts can be expected.

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with

any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the n n n X
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

b) The proposed use is allowed pursuant to Section 90509.02 ii), subject to an approved Conditional Use Permit. No impacts
to any applicable land use plans are expected.

Xll. MINERALRESOURCES Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource

that would be of value to the region and the residents of the n tr n X
state?

a) The project site area is not located in or near any existing mineral resource areas as shown on the lmperial Gounty
Gonservation and Open Space Element, Figure 8 "Existing Mineral Resources"ro; therefore, no impacts are expected.

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral

resource recovery site delineated on a iocal general plan, n n n X
specific plan or other land use plan?

b) As previously stated, the proposed project uould not result in the loss of locally-important mineral resources as identified
in the lmperial County General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element, Figure 8 "Existing Mineral Resources"; therefore,
no impacts are expected to occur.

Xlll. wOISE Wouldtheprajectresultin:

95edenal Emergency Management Area (FEMA) https/msc.fema.gov/portal/search#searchresultsanchor
10 lmperial County Conservation and Open Space Element Figure 8 https//www.icpds.com/planning/land-use{ocuments/general-plan/conservationand-open-
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a) Generation of a subslantial temporary or permanent increase

in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess - n X n
of standards established in the local general plan or noise r-r

ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

a) The proposed project uould trigger noise levels with the earthmoving and construction activities bui are urould not reach

substantial levels since the activities uould take betv'rcen 4 to 6 rveeks. Less than significant levels are expected.

b) 
fffi'r*fi, #,..tJf3,'r?" 

sroundborne vibration or tr ! x n
b) As previously stated, temporary noise levels and vibration could result fiom the construction activities, but these noise

levels would have to be maintained within the Gounty's allorved threshold to avoid nuisances regarding excessive
groundbome vibration. Adherence to the "Noise Element" standards v'rould bring any potential impacts to a less than

significant levels.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or

an airport land use plan or where such a plan has not been

adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use n n n X
airport, would the project expose people residing or working in

the project area to excessive noise levels?

c) No knoun private airstrip is located near the vicinity of the project; therefore, no impacts are expected.

XlV. POPUUTION AwD HOUSTTVG Woutdtheproiect:

a) lnduce substantial unplanned population growth in an area,

either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and n n n X
business) or indirectly (for example, through extension of r-r

roads or other infrastructure)?

a) The proposed project consists on a helipad to be used occasionally for staff, service providers and emergency landings.

No impacts are expected to population growth.

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing,

necessitating the construction of reipiacement housin-g n n n X
elsewhere?

b) Since no housing is being proposed as part of the project; no impacts are expected to occur.

XV. PUBLIC SERY'CES

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical

impacts associated with the provision of new or physically

altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically

altered g'overnmentalfacilities, the construction otwnic'n couti n tr X n
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain

acceptable service ratios, response times or other

performance objectives for any of the public services:

a) The project rvould not cause for the need of any provisions or cause for alterations involving governmental facilities. lt
would not substantially affect any type of public service, except an increase in traffic during construction activities. Less

than significant impacts are to be expected.

1)FireProtection? n n X n
1) Less than significant levels are expected due to the nature of the project, being a flat helipad to be used occasionally.

2)PoliceProtection? n f] X n
2) Less than significant levels are expected to police protection due to the nature of the project.

3)Schools?nnnX
3) No schools and no population growth are expected as a result of approving the proposed helipad; therefore, no impacts

are expected.

4)Parks?tr!nX
4) The proposed projec't is not within a park or would cause for the need to alter one; therefore, no impacts are expected.

lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Departnent
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5)Other Public Facilities? n tr n
5) No other public facilities uould be affected by the proposed project; therefore, no impacts are expected.

XVI. RECREAT'Ofl

a) Would the project increase the use of the existing

neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational

facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the

facility would occur or be accelerated?

X

a) Since the proposed site is not within any residential areas, parks or recreational facilities, no impacts are expected.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the' 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might n f] n X
have an adverse effect on the environment?

b) No recreational facilities are being included in the scope of rvork or unuld cause for the need to construct or expand
existing recreational facilities; therefore, no impacts are expected.

XVll. TRANSPORTATION Wouldtheproject:

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing

the circulation syst6m, including transit, roail*ay, bicycle anl tr n X n
pedestrian facilities?

a) Less than significant levels are expected since the project is meant to add a means of travel in case of an emergency.

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with the CEQA n n X n
Guidelines seclion 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

b) Conformance with lmperial County Public Works and Caltrans at the time of the building permit submittal and process

uould cause for the project impacts to be less than significant and no conflicts are expected regarding CEQA Guidelines

Section 15064.3 subdivision (b).

c) Substantially increases hazards due to a geometric design

feature (e.gj., sharp curves or dangerous-intersections);r n n n X
incompatible uses (e.9,, farm equipment)?

c) No design features have been proposed that could damage or cause a substantial burden on traffic; therefore, no

impacts are being expected.

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? n n n X
d) The project is meant to facilitate emergency access to the site; therefore, no impacts are expected.

XVIII. TRIBALCULTURALRESOURCES

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the

significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public

Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place,

cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of tr n n X
the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place or object

with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and

that is:

a) The project site is not within the vicinig of any area that has been geographically defined as sacred or object of value to
California Native American Tribe, according to the lmperial County General Plan Gonservation and Open Space Element,

Figure 6 "Known Areas of Native American Gultural Sensitivity". No comments were received fiom lribal members pursuant

to AB 52 efforts; therefore, no impacts are expected.

(i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register

of Historical Resources, or in a local register of !
lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Departnent
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historical resources as define in Public Resources

Code Section 5020.1(k), or
(i) The project site has been previously disturbed and has not been identilied as eligible under Public Resources
Code Section 21074 or 5020.1 (k); therefore, less than significant impacts are to be expected.

(ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to

be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in

subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section

5024J. li applying the criteria set forth is n n X n
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section

5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the

significance of the resource to a Galifornia Native

American Tribe.
(ii) There is no substantial evidence to determine this site as a resource to be significant pursuant to the above

referenced codes; therefore, less than significant impacts are expected.

XlX. UTILITIES AND SERVTCE SySTEMS Woutd the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water, wastewater treatment or stormwater

drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications n tr n X
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant

environmental effects?

a) The ploject uould not require water for operation, except for construction and cleaning but urould not exceed any

thresholds related to water nor uasteuater; therefore, no impacts are expected.

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project

from existing and reasonably foreseeable future development n n X n
during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

b) No water will be required for the operation of the helipad. Since the site has an existing facili$ and they draw rvater from
a canal, the same mechanism can be used for construction and cleaning. Less than significant impacts are expected.

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has n n X n
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in u
addition to the provider's existing commitments?

c) No wastewater is expected from this project, expect for construction and cleaning, wttich be temporary in nature. Less

than significant impacts are expected.

Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise n n X tr
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

d) The proposed project is not expected to generate waste in excess of state nor local standards. Waste is only expected to
be generated from construction activities; therefore, less than significant impacts are expected.

0

d)

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and 1--1 n X n
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? r-J

e) The proposed project shall comply with all federal, state and local statues and regulations. Gompliance with said codes

shall cause for impacts to be less than significant.

XX. MLDFIRE

lf located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the Project:

lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Deparfnent
Page 23 ol 31
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b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate

wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants,, to n n n Xpollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled .-
spread of a wildfire?

b) The project will not have occupants on site other than when used for emergency purposes or for corporate staff

landings. Since the area is not within a wildfire zone, no impacts are expected.

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated

infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water

sources, powei lines or other utilities) that may exicerbate fire n ! f] X
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the

environment?

c) No infiastructure is expected to be required since the area has been previously disturbed and uould be considered an

accessory slructure to the geothermal facili$. No impacts are expected to occur.

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including' 
downslope or downstream flooding 6r landslides, as a resuit n n ! X
of runoff, postfire slope instability, or drainage changes?

d) The area is not within an unstable zone where people or structures could be in risk; therefore, no impacts are expected.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21083.05, Publb Resources Code. Reference: Section 65088.4, Gov. Code; Sections 21080(c), 21080.1,21080.3, 21083,

21083.05, 21083.3, 21093, 21094, 21095, and 21151, Public Resources Code; 9:rd&unv.CuilVd\tWtuta1988) 202 Cal.App,3d 296; l-qetrv,tlutueyMd
S1pe,liilS U990)222Ca\.App.3d1337;EMaC,llizapb'ftWcnsbbGalv.CtydEuela(2007)147Cal.App.4th357;PriadtnllitubAntuWtuurtysv.AtttuWdw
AWWQ004) 116 Cal.App.4that 1109;turFmreiwsuffihgtetuntumhtv.Ctyad@.r/1rdtuFariw(2002) 102Cal.App.4th 656.

Revised 2009- CEQA
Revised 2011- ICPDS
Revised 2016 - ICPDS
Revised 2017 - ICPDS
Revised 2019 - ICPDS
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IV, PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED

This section identifies those persons who prepared or contributed to preparation of this document. This section is

prepared in accordance with Section 15129 of the CEQA Guidelines.

A. COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
o Jim Minnick, Director of Planning & Development Services
o Michael Abraham, AICP, Assistant Director of Planning & Development Services

o Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager
. lmperial County Air Pollution Control District

. Department of Public Works

. Fire Department

. Ag Commissioner
o Environmental Health Services

. Sheriffs Office

B, OTHER AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS
. Native American Heritage Commission

o lmperial lrrigation District

(Written or oral comments received on the checklist prior to circulation)

lmperial Count Planning & Devslopment SeMces Departnent
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V, REFERENCES

1. California lmportant Farmland hftps://maps.conservation.ca.oov/aqriculture/
2. lC General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element Figure 1

3 m
16.pdf

4. 2011 California Tribal Lands Map

5, Fault Activity Map of California http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cqs/fam/

6. CARB's AB 32 Scoping Plan

7
8
I

True
F RAP F i re Hazard Severity Zones https ://eq is.fi re. ca. qov/F H SZ
Federal Emergency Management Area (FEMA) https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search#searchresultsanchor

10, lmperial County Conservation and Open Space Element Figure 8 https://www,icpds.com/planning/land-use-

documents/general-plan/conservation-and-open-space-element
1 1. "County of lmperial General Plan ElR", prepared by Brian F. Mooney & Associates in 1993; and as

Amended by County in 1996, 1998,2001,2003,2006 & 2008, 2015,2016.
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Vl. NEGATIVE DECLARATION - County of lmperial

The following Negative Declaration is being circulated for public review in accordance with the Califomia Environmental

Quality Act Section 21091 and 21092 of the Public Resources Code.

Project Name:

Project Applicant:

Project Location:

CalEnergy's Heliport Project - Conditional Use Permit #22-0008 lnitial Study #22-00xx

CalEnergy Operating Corporation

The prolect site is located at 6896 Crummer Road, Calipatria, further identified as Assessor's

Parcel Number 020-1 10-049-000 and legally described as Par 1 of PM 2281 of SE %, Section

5, Township 12 South, Range 13 East, S,B.B,M.

Description of Project: CalEnergy is proposing to construct and operate a helicopter landing pad ("Heliport') for the
purpose of corporate use and to aid facility emergency response situations. lt is being

proposed within less than 1 acre within the approximately 78-acre parcel and accessory to

the existing geothermal facility, currently permifted under Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #05-

0054 Unit 5 Region 1 . According to the pqect description provided by applicant, construction

is expected to take 4-6 weeks and will involve use of standard construction heavy equipment

such as an excavator, forklift, and concrete mixer truck among others. The helipad is

expected to be used once or twice every six months or as needed,

lmperial County Planning E oevelopmentSeruices DeparfiEnt
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vilt. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

(ATTACH DoCUMENTS, tF ANY, HERE)
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tx. MTT|GATToN MoNITORING & REPORTING PRoGRAM (MMRP)

(ATTACH DOCUMENTS, tF ANY, HERE)

S:!AllUsers!APN\020\1 1 0\049\CUP22{008\EEC\CUP22{008 EEC 01 -26-23.docx
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lmperial Gounty Planning & Development Services
Planning / Building

ffiHfrH[I[/HM

^PR 

1 r ?fr17
March 25,2022

REQUEST FOR REVIEW

At'lD COI,IUENTS

Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

To: CountyAgencies

I County Executlve Office - Rosa Lopez/

Esperanza Colio-Waren/Ben Salorlo

ffi County Counsel- Eric Harens

X npCO - Uonica Soucler/tselen Leon/Mail
Dessal

State Agencles0ther

I tC Strerins Offics - Robort

Eenavldez/RayLoera/Scottsheppead E
El CountyAirport-Janell Guemm X
El CttP - Emesto Ruedas/ Monica

Taveres/Joeo $erano trI

Cities/CIher

Clty of Calipalda - Jorge Galvan

Calipatia Fhe Dept, - Jesse Llanas

Community Plannhg & Llalson Oflice -
Mary Ellen Findr

NavalAlr Frcilily - Marybeth Dreusike

Fort Yuma - Quechan lndian Tribe -
H. JillMc0omlcUJordan D, Joaquin

[l Tonres-Mailinez Desert Cahuilla

lndlans - Thomas Toilez

EI Tones-Martinez lndian Tribe - Joseph
Mirclez

llD - Donald Vaqas
Madno Corps Alr Slation -Yuma -

Xl eHS - Jef Lamoureifttado Sallnasl Alphonso Xl lmperial County Appllcato/s -
AndradelJolge PEez/Vanessa R ilhillnez Byton Nelson

X puOlic Works - Gulllemo Mendoza/John

Gay

El Assessons - Robeil Merulelle

I goad of Supewisons- Rywr E. Kdley -
Distrlct#4

X Rg. Commissioner-ifirgo Sandrey'Ana L

Gomez/Jolenc Dessertf Sandna NlendlvlU Cailc
0rliz
I rc fiUOeS offos - Andrew Loper/ Alftedo
Estrada/Robeft Malek

Frcm: Jim Mnnlck - (442) 26$1736or I0PD$Qoture-n-!-Lgtlery@c0,lntpotial.ca.us

Project lD: CalEneqy Operathg Corporallon - Conditlonal Use Permitfl2-0ffiUlnitiel Study#224016

Pmject Locatlon: 6922 Crummer Road, Calpfria, CA 92233 / APN 020-110449-000

Pmject Deocripffon: Curenl use of prope$ b geothermal plant, Use will not charge. CUP inrclves adding a hellcopter laMing pad

h property for genenal transporhtion (personnel, dignihries, etc.) and lo provide emergency evacualion of injued

pelsons,

Appficants: Sudheep Pavlthnan/CalEneryy Oponaling Coporation

Gommcnb due bf Aprll l lttt, 2022 at 5:00PM

COITIMENTS: (dla& a *pmtasnoatf ruoeseay) {if no mmma& please stab belorv and mall, fa<, or amail ttis sheol b Case Planer)

Nsnst4no -(A*1r0.2- 
-Slgnatue:oats gl lt lao2,2 .rebptnneNo.: E*tall:

The attached pmrt*t and matedals are being sent b you for
requested and beirg prccessed by tlrc County's Plannlng & Dorelopmcnt Sewlces Deparlmant. Pbase roviowlhe pmpsed project

basod on your agency/depadment arca of lntemst, expeilise, andlor judsdlction.

ftattte following proJoctis beirB

Requestb0ommonh 00 25 iZdodt
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Valeric

From:

Aftachments:

To:
Cc:

Scnt:

Subjcct:

HHfiffiNVffiF
APR 11 ?rl"/7

IMPEHIAT L;UUNTY

PI"I\NNING & DE1JEL()PI|JIENT SERVICTI

Good morning,

Th" 4g Commissioner has no comments on CalEnerry Operation Corporation for applicants Sudheep
PavithranlCalEnergy Operating Corporation.

Best,

Ana Gomez

(442)26s-1s00
analgornez(rDcrt.irnperial.ca. tn

Ana L Gomez
Monday, April 11,2022 8:41 AM
J im Minnick; lCPDSCommentLetters
Shannon Lizarraga
CUP22-0008 CalEnergy Operating Corporation
CUP22-0008 No comments.pdf

L
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ITO SOUTH NINTH STREET
EL CENTRO, CA I,I3.28!O

TELEPHONE: (442) 265.1t00
FAXr (442) 163-1799

AIR

April 1 1,2022

Mr. Jim Minnick
Planning & Development Services Director

Rffi*ffiHVHM

DISTRICT

801 Main St. ,\P,? 0 7 7il1?
ElCentro, CA92243 

IffirtrHtALUUrJNiy

ilLANNING & DEVETOPMENT SEFIV|CI,.q

SUBJECT: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 22-0008-CalEnergy Operating Corporation

Dear Mr. Minnick:

The lmperial County Air Pollution Control District ("Air District") thanks you for the

opportunity to review the application for Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 22-0008 for the

construction and operation of a helipad at the CalEnergy geothermal power plant located

at 6922 Crummer Road in Calipatria, California, also described as Assessor's Parcel

Number (APN) 02A-1 1 0-049-000.

All construction activities must adhere to the Air District's rules and regulations, including

but not limited to, Rule 801 of Regulation Vlll.

The Air District's rule book can be accessed via the internet at

https://apcd,imperialcounty.orglrules-and-regulations/. Should you have questions,

please callour office at(442) 265-1800.

APC mental Coordinator

er
nager

Cu

Division

cuP 22{008

AN EQUAL OPFORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYNR

Page I of 2
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COTINTY OF IMPERIAL

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
JANETTE ANG(JLO, M.P.A.

Dircctor

STEVEN MUNDAY, M.P.H,, M.S,
Health Officer

March 28,2022

Jim Minnick, Planning & Development Director
IC Planning & Development Services
801 Main Street
ElCento, CA92243

Subject Environmental Health Comments for CUP #22-0008

Dear Mr. Minnic(

The Imperial County Division of Environmental Health (DEH) is providing the comments below in response
to tlre request for review and comments for CUP #22-0008. The project as described is a construction of a
helicopter landing pad, located at 6922 Crummer Road, Calipatria, CA. The property is also described as
Assessor's Parcel Number 020-l l0-049.

Please consider the following comments for the proposed project.

l. If the facility intends to add an aboveground petroleum storage tank containing jet fuel for the
helicopter, please ensure the facility management contacts the Department of Toxic Substance
Control (DTSC) Imperial CUPA and obtain proper permits for the aboveground petroleum storage
tank to be regulated under the Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act (APSA) program element. In
the event a tank containingjet fuel at the property for the helicopter is added, the facility shall include
the petroleum-based product in the facility petroleum inventory under the State website CERS.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 442-265-1888.

Sincerely,

%a'4tb Sa/tha*
Mario Salinas
Environmental Compliance Specialist

RECEIVED
]'|AR 2 8 tuZZ

ffipEnALC0lJt{il
PlAiliililG & DEyEt opilEt{f sERutcEs

Division of Environmental Health,797 Main street, Suite B, El centro, cAg2z43
(442)265-1888 o (442)265-1903 Fax r isphd.srt
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ATTACHMENT A

APPLICATION
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,t t USEPENilII I.C- PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT.
801 Main Street, ElCentro, CA92243 (760) 482-4236

- APPLICANT MUST COMPLETE ALL NUMBERED (black) SPACES - Please tvpe or print -

EMAIL ADDRESS
Sudheep. Pavith ran@calenergy. com

PROPERTY O\ANER'S NAME
Sudheep Pavithran

2. MAILING ADDRESS (street/ P o Box, city, state)

7O3O Gentrv Roari Calinatria. CA
ZIP CODE
s2233

PHONE NUMBER
760-348-4006

3. APPLICANT'S NAME

Sudheeo Pavithran

EMAIL ADDRESS

Sudheeo. Pavithran@caleneloy. com

4. MAILING ADDRESS (slreet/P o Box, city, state)
7O30 Gentrv Road- Calioatria CA

ZIP CODE
s2233

PHONE NUMBER
760-348-4006

4. ENGINEER'S NAME
Bill Romines lr.

CA. LICENSE NO.
P.E. # C7 347 3 lA-Contractor#8089 13

EMAIL ADDRESS
bill. romines@powereng.com

PHONE NUMBER
816-402-4240

5. MAILING ADDRESS (Street/ P o Box, city, state)

POWER Engineers Inc. 16041 Foster, Overland Park, Kansas
ZIP CODE
66207

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.

020-110-049-000
b- SIZE OF PROPERry (in acres or square foot)

78 acres

ZONING (existins)

A-3-G

Fi9?? Crrrmmer Rnad Calinalria CAQ)233
7. PROPERTY (site) ADDRESS

The project site's approximately 13 mi. northwest of the City of Calipatria, CA, 15e. city, town, cross street)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION The proiect area is expected to total less than one {1) ac{e within leqally described APN 02S110-049-001

corresponding to the Salton Sea Unit 5 power plant at Southeast 1/4, North '1l2 of Section 5, Township 11 South, Range 13 East,
San Bernadino Base & Meridian.

10. DESCRIBE PROPOSED USE OF PROPERTY {ist and describe in detail) Current use of property is Geothermal Plant. Use will not

change. CUP involves adding a Helicopter Landing Pad to property for general transportation (personnel, dignataries, etc.)

and to provide emergency evacuation of injured persons.

11.

12.

13.

14.

DESCRIBE CURRENT USE OF PROPERry

DESCRIBE PROPOSED SEWER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM N/A, existing

Geothermal Plant

N/A, existing

N/A, existing

IF YES. HOW MANY EMPLOYEES WLL BE AT THIS SITE?
No additional employees

15. IS PROPOSED USE A BUSINESS?
E Yes I tto

PLEASE PROVIDE CLEAR & CONCISE INFORMATION SEPARATE SHEET IF N

I / WE THE LEGAL OWNER (S) OF THE ABOVE PROPERry
CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION SHOWN OR STATED HEREIN
IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

SudheeB Pavithran 0312112022

Print Name
sudheep Pavith ran i1.";,',";,1ilJi;i:13#*'

Date

Signature

Print Name Dale

Signature

rununE e'l;ilr DocuFttl
A. SITE PLAN - Enclosed

B' FEE Enclosed- Check No. 20664 for $ 5500.00

C. OTHER snir S C3p o5- - Farriatr nf

O. OTHER applicable conditions.

APPLICATION RECEIVED BY:

APPLICATION DEEMED COMPLETE BY:

APPLICATION REJECTED BY:

TENTATIVE HEARING BY:

FINAL ACTION: N APPROVED

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

REVIEW/ APPROVAL BY
OTHER DEPT'S required.
D pw.
n E.H.s
[f n.p.c o

E o e.s
ci_
E-tr DENIED

CUP #

#ffi
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May 13,2022

Mr. Jim Minnick
Imperial County Planning and Development Services
801 Main Street
El Centro, C1^92243

Subject: Airport Land Use Commission Public Hearing - CUP 22-0008
CalEnergy Helipad Project - Minor Project Update

Dear Mr. Minnick:

This letter acknowledges the receipt of Notice of Public Hearing & Scheduled Hearing Date(s)

received by mail on May 10, 2022. The Airport Land Use Commission has set a hearing to
review CalEnergy's proposal to construct a Helicopter Pad to be located, at 6922 Crummer
Road, Calipatria, CA, 92233.

After reviewing the application, we are kindly requesting minor updates to the original
Conditional Use Permit application packet submitted on March 21, 2022. The updates for
consideration are heliport design specifications that have matured since the submission of the
original application.

Below are the application changes being requested:

l. Cover Letter - Project Description and Regulatory Review (No change)

2. Attachment A - Project Site Map

a. Update: Drawing providing supplemental design details. The drawing is titled,

"CalEnergy Salton Sea Heliport Dimensions: Sikorsky S-92 (VH-92)".
b. Updated: Site Map depicting more accurate project footprint.

3. Attachment B - Conditional Use Permit Application (No Change - Project Location
remains APN 020- 049-000).

CalEnergy wishes to thank the Imperial County Planning and Development Services for
reviewing this information. As usual, should you have any questions, please contact Osvaldo
Flores at (760) 348-4212 or by email Osvaldo.Flores@CalEnergv.com.

CALETUEROY
OPERATING CORPORATION
7030 Gentry Rood, Colipoirio, Colifornio 92233
Phone: 7 60-348-4200 Fox: 7 60-348-27 1 4
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CalEnergy Helipad
May 16,2022
Page2

Sincerely,

AnooP ftb,r4..db,hptobtr!..
hEmttit.r6ffi 07u'

5ul(umaran

Anoop Sukumaran
Director, IPP Environmental Services

Enclosure
Attachment A - Original Application Packet
Attachment B - Supplemental Drawing & Updated Site Map

cc Patricia Valenzuela - Imperial County Planning and Development Services

Osvaldo Flores
Kamal Abdelkarim
Environmental File
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CalEnergy Helipad
May 13,2022
Page 3

Attachment A- Original Application Packet
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March 21,2022

Mr. Jim Minnick
Imperial County Planning and Development Services

801 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243

Subject: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Classification - CalEnergy Helipad Project

Dear Mr. Minnick:

CalEnergy Operating Corporation (CalEnergy) is proposing to construct and operate a helicopter
pad (Helipad) for the purpose of corporate use and to aide facility emergency response situations.
The proposed Helipad will be located within the project area of the existing Unit 5, Region I
facility operating under CUP No. 05-0054.

Attachment A contains illustrations showing the general area of the proposed site location and
preliminary dimensions for the Helipad. Per Attachment A, proposed project will likely be sited

to the south-east of the facility's main process train on a disturbed land within the CUP's project
area, APN 020-l l0-049-000. The proposed Helipad project area will be less than I acre.

The construction and development of Helipad is subject to the requirements of Title 9, Division
2, Chapter 3 Subpart 90203.01 CUP, therefore a review of the conditions that pertain to the

construction of the Helipad has been provided with this letter. The primary aim of this letter is to
respectfully request an appropriate CUP classification, for the development of a Helipad in
accordance with Land Use Permit.

Project Location:

The proposed Helipad site of less than 1 acre will be located at Unit 5 Region I Facility,6922

Crummer Road, Calipatria, California, further identified as Assessor's Parcel Number 020-110-

049-000. The Unit 5 project area totals approximately 78 acres and is located Southeast %,

North %, Section 5, Township 12 South, Range 13 East, San Bernardino Base and Meridian,

Imperial County.

CALEilEROY
OPERATING CORPORATION
7030 Gentry Rood, Colipotrio, Colifornio 92233
Phone: 760-348-4200 Foxi 7 60-348-27 I 4
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CalEnergy Helipad
March2l,2022
Page2

Site Preparation:

Site preparation will be performed priorto construction of the Helipad. Site preparation consists
of construction of the reinforced concrete Helipad of less than 1 acre. The new surface will be
graded and compacted prior to installing the new concrete helicopter pad.

Site Preparation Schedule
r Construction of the Helipad is expected to take 4-6 weeks and will involve use of

standard construction heavy equipment such as excavator, forklift, and concrete mixer
truck among others.

Land Use Analysis:

The proposed Helipad site will be located within a small portion of the project site for the Unit 5

Region 1 operating under CUP No. 05-0054. The power plant facility is operating in accordance
with the County's General Plan, Renewable Energy Overlay Zone (RE) and Conditional Use
Permit No. 05- 0054. In addition, the surrounding land use is Zoned A-3 (Heavy Agriculture). In
accordance with the Title 9, Division 5, Chapter 9 Section 90509.02(ii) this Helipad site is
consistent with the General Plan and with the Imperial County Land Use Ordinances.

CUP Analysis:

CalEnergy interpretation of the Section 90203.09 action on a proposed Helipad CUP is provided
as follows:

A. The proposed use is consistent with the goals and policies of the adopted County General
Plan.

The proposed Helipad will be used for corporate use and to aide facility emergency
response situation. The project site will be located within the existing boundaries of the
Unit 5 Region I geothermal facility operating under CUP No. 05-0054.

B. The proposed use is consistent with the purpose of the zone or sub-zone within which the
use will be used.

The proposed use will be ancillary and consistent with the existing geothermal facility
operations operating under CUP # 05-0054 and will include activities, equipment or
materials typically employed in the identified use ("Heliport") along with temporary
equipment used during the construction of the helipad.

C. The proposed use is listed as use within the zone or subzone or is found to be similar to a
listed or similar conditional use according to the procedures of Section 90203.00.

The proposed Helipad to be located within the existing geothermal facility that is
subjected to a Conditional Use Permit in Land Use Ordinance, Division 5. The helicopter
pad resembles or is of the same basic nature as a heliport use in renewable energy overlay

EEC ORIGINAL PKG



CalEnergy Helipad
March21,2022
Page 3

zone (RE), Division 17 or a conditional use in surrounding land use Zoned A-3 (Section

90509.02(ii) of the Imperial County code) that is already disturbed and has already been

environmentally assessed.

D. The proposed use meets the minimum requirements of this Title applicable to the use and

complies with all applicable laws, ordinances and regulation of the County of Imperial
and the State of Califomia

The proposed Helipad project will be subjected appropriate CUP classification and

conditions incorporated by reference that will ensure the project complies with all
applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations the proposed use will be subjected.

E. The proposed use will not be detrimental to the health, safety, and welfare of the public
or impact the property and residents in the vicinity.

The project site will be located within the existing Unit 5 Region I geothermal facility
operations and the employees use personal protective equipment to protect them from
noise generated at the site. Therefore, the helipad will not be detrimental to the health,

safety, and welfare of the public or to the property and there are no nearby residents in

the vicinity.

F. The proposed use does not violate any other law or ordinances

The proposed Helipad of less than I acre to be located at the existing geothermal facility
will be subjected to appropriate CUP classification and conditions in accordance to
applicable law or ordinances.

G. The proposed use is not granting a special privilege

The proposed Helipad will be located within the existing Unit 5 Regionl facility
operating under CUP # 05-0054. Any impacts identified would be mitigated through
project specific new condition use permit or amendment to CUP # 05-0054.

Environmental Analysis :

The proposed project is to be located on less than I acre within the boundaries of the Unit 5

Region I facility operating under CUP # 05-0054. The proposed project will have'No Impact"
and will not create, add to, or alter potential environmental impacts from the existing geothermal
power plant that were assessed in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Magma Power
Plant #3 and the Master Environmental lmpact Report (MEIR) for a Geothermal Overlay Zoneto
be located at the Salton Sea, which was issued in December 1981. These CEQA studies were
conducted by the Imperial County Planning and Development Services and recorded with the
California Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse (SCH) as document#80102406.
The conclusions and mitigation measures for Unit #3 EIR and the MEIR are reflected in the
Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) for Unit 5 and for the other power generating units at Region I

- i.e. Units 7,2, 3 and 4).
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CalEnergy Helipad
March2l,2022
Page 4

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Analysis:

Pursuant to CEQA Article l9 Categorical Exemption, Section 15301(e), or Section 15311(b)

the proposed addition of helicopter pad of less than I acre will be located within the project

area of the existing Unit 5, Region I facility operating under Conditional Use Permit (CUP)

No. 05-0054. As ICPDS serves as the Lead Agency CalEnergy requests concurrence from

ICPDS that the proposed project located within the existing boundary of Unit 5 Region 1

geothermal facility operation is consistent in use to the conditionally permitted use of
geothermal operation or heliport and qualifies for Notice of Exemption (NOE).

CUP No 05-0054 and Helipad Cross Reference Matrix Analysis:
The following is a review of the applicable conditions of the CUP 05-0054 for the Unit 5

Region I facility that is consistent to proposed helipad activities.

Based on the analysis contained herein CalEnergy respectfully seeks a determination from the

lead agency ICPDS on the proposed Helipad project. Should you have any questions regarding

CUP 05-0054 Condition # Permit Condition Related to
Helipad

Helipad Compliance

s-1 Authorized Scope of
Activities (b) A Control room,
office maintenance shop and
other facilities are located the
Dower plant site

Proposed Helipad activity will
qualifu as other facilities
located at the Unit 5 facility

s-1 I Noise: The power plant shall
be equipped with noise control
measures

Proposed Helipad activity will
not be located within 1000

feet ofany residence and the
Helicopter operation will be

intermittent in contrast to
power plant continuous
operation.

s-12 Project Design (b) Marking,
and lighting of the drill rigs
and permanent facilities shall
be maintained in accordance
to the Federal Aviation
Administration Regulation

Proposed permanent Helipad
facilities marking and lighting
will be maintained in
accordance with the Federal
Aviation Administration
Regulation

s-12 Project Design (f) All lights
shall be directed or shield to
confine any direct rays to the
site and shall be muted to
maximum extent consistent
with safety and operation
necessity

Proposed Helipad will be

designed to be consistent with
safety and operation necessity.
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CalEnerry Helipad
March21,2022
Page 5

this information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (442)-226-1035 or
Anoop. Sukumaran@calenersv.com.

Sincerely

Anoop Sukumaran
Director, IPP Environmental Services

Enclosure
Attachments

cc: Patricia Valenzuela - Imperial County Planning and Development Services
Osvaldo Flores
Kamal Abdelkarim
Environmental File
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Attachment A- Project Site Map
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CALENERGY OPERATING CORP.
REGION 1 SALTON SEA POWER PLANT UNIT 5
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO- 05-0054
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ATTACHMENT A - SITE LOCATION
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Attachment B - CUP Application

EEC ORIGINAL PKG



f'ciII'iITIciIIAL U SE PERMIT I.C. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT.
801 Main Street, El Centro, CA92243 (760) 482-4236

- APPLICANT MUST COMPLETE ALL NUMBERED (black) SPACES - P/ease type or print -

PROPERTY OWNER'S NAME
Sudheep Pavithran

EMAIL ADDRESS
Sudheep. Pavithran@calenergy. com

2. MAILING ADDRESS (street/ P o Box, city, state)
7030 Gentrv Road Calinatria CA

ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBER
760-348-4006

3 APPLICANT'S NAME

Sudheep Pavithran

EMAIL ADDRESS

Sudheep. Pavithran@calenerqv. com
4. MAILING ADDRESS (Street/ P o Box, city, State)

7030 Gentrv Road. Calioatria. CA
ZIP CODE

92233
PHONE NUMBER

760-348-4006
4. ENGINEER'S NAME CA. LICENSE NO EMAIL ADDRESS

5. MAILING ADDRESS (Street/ P o Box, city, State) ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBER

6. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. SIZE OF PROPERTY (in acres or square foot)

78 acres

ZONING (existins)

A-3-G
7. PROPERTY(site)ADDRESS

69?) C.ntmmer Road Calinalria C.A 9?233
8. GENERAL LOCATION (i.e. city, town, cross street) The project site's approximately 13 mi. northwest of the City of Calipatria, CA, 15

mi. norf h of the Citv of Westmorland CA 1 mile east of the southeastern shore of the Salton Sea & 1 3.5 mi. southwest of the Citv of Niland CA.

9. LEGAL DESCRIPTIoN The proiect area is expected to total less than one (1) acre within leqallv described APN 020-1 10-049-001

corresponding to the Salton Sea Unit 5 power plant at Southeast 1/4, North 1/2 of Section 5, Township 11 South, Range 13 East,
San Bernadino Base & Meridian

10. DESCRIBE PROPOSED USE OF PROPERTY (listand describe in detail)

11.

12.

13.

14.

DESCRIBE CURRENT USE OF PROPERTY

DESCRIBE PROPOSED SEWER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM

15. IS PROPOSED USE A BUSINESS?
F Yes l-l tto

IF YES, HOW MANY EMPLOYEES WLL BE AT THIS SITE?

PLEASE PROVIDE CLEAR & CONCISE INFORMATION ACH SEPARATE SHEET IF NEE

I / WE THE LEGAL OWNER
CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMA
IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Sudheep Pavithran

OF THE ABOVE PROPERTY
SHOWN OR STATED HEREIN

o3t21t2022

(s)
TION

REOUIRED IUP?ORIT DOGUTErll

A. S1TE pLAN - Enclosed

B. FEE Enclosed- Check No. 20664 for $ 5500.00

C. OTHER I jnit 5 Cgp 05- oo54 - Review of

D. OTHER applicable conditions.

Print Name Date

Signature

Print Name Date

Signature

APPLICATION RECEIVED BY:

APPLICATION DEEMED COMPLETE BY:

APPLICATION REJECTED BY:

TENTATIVE HEARING BY:

FINAL ACTION: N APPROVED

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

REVIEW/APPROVAL BY
OTHER DEPT'S required.

P. W.

E. H. S.

A. P. C. D.

o. E. s.

tr DENIED

CUP #
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CalEnergy Helipad
March2l,2022
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Attachment C - Fee (Mailed via UPS)
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YBrnrsnnr llmrlwlv
En:ncY

MAGMA POWER COMPANY
PO Box 3006
Sloux City, lA 51102
Phone (7121277-7496

16-4$6
12?O

206f/-

Union BEnk
445South

Check

DatE 1&itAR-22
Void 90 Fffin D6l€ of lssue

StrsEt

Vandor No: 14024
Ffue Thoussnd Flve Hundred Dollars 00
C gnb*t*ffi ft ffi hff hrffrffi r.ffi tffi trrf ,.f trtft rfrth

Pay lo the Order 0f
IMPERIAL COUNTY OF
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
801 MA]N ST
EL CENTRO, CA92243

rFBOO lOBEt t' rl I e t c[ 150 lr! EloEoooE 1g l[,

coijr^rilB ucnoFnrlii sL€ua{ty uNE6

$ 5,500.00

.__.-_- ia

Deiach Before Depositlng Check

1$MAR-22 4315?2

MAGMA POWER COMPANY
PO Box 3006
Sloux Clly, lA 51102
Phone (712)277-7496

VouchorlDeccrlptlon
2O4988IREGION 1 HELLPAD CONDIT'ONAL USE

VendorNo: 14024
Check No: 20684

The Atlached Check ls ln Payment For lteme Dascrlbed Below

lnvolcc Date lnvolcg Number

Totals 5,500.00

Dbcount Nst
.00 5,500.00

.00 5,500.00

Grocs
5,500.00

PERMIT FEE
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CalEnergy Helipad
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Attachment B - Supplemental Drawing and Updated Site Map
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ATTACHMENT B

ALUC PACKAGE
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Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

lmperial County Planning & Development Services
Planning / Building

Commissioner Mike Goodsell
Commissioner Jenell Guerrero
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner

t-

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

DATE OF REPORT:

Jim Minnick, Secretary
Planning & Development Director

Public Hearing for the consideration of a Helicopter Pad for
general transportation (personnel, dignitaries, etc.) and to
provide emergency evacuation of injured peftlons
(Conditional Use Permit #22-0008) located at 6922
Crummer Road, Calipatria, CA, 92233 (APN 020-110-049;
Latitude 33'9' 8.767'N - Longitude 115'38' 9.402"W) to
determine Consistency with the Airport Land [Jse
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP). [Patricia Vaienzuela, Planner
rvj (ALUC 04-221

May 18, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO:

HEARING DATE:

HEARING TIME:

HEARING LOCATION:

3

May 18,2022

6:00 p.m.

County Administration Center
Board of Supervisors Chambers
940 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243

It is Staff's recommendation that the Airport Land Use Commission finds the proposed
Helicopter Pad for general transportation (personnel, dignitaries, etc.) and to provide
emergency evacuation of injured persons, located a|6922 Crummer Road, Calipatria,
CA, 92233 to with the 1996 Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan

801 Main St El Centro, CA. 92243 (442)265-1/iJO Fax (442\265-1735 planningttrfo@co.irnJrerialca.us www.icpclsconr
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RE

Proiect Location:

The proposed Helicopter Pad will be located at 6922 Crummer Road, Calipatria, CA,
92233. The property is identified as Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 020-110-049-000
and is further described as Parcel 1, of PM #O228'l of the SE4, Section 5, Township 12
South, Range 13 East, S.B.B.M., Latitude 33"9'8.767'N - Longitude 115'38'9.402"W.

Proiect Description;

The applicant, CalEnergy Operating Corporation, is proposing Helicopter Pad (Helipad)
for the purpose of corporate use and to aide facility emergency response situations.
The proposed Helipad site is SO-feet by SO-feet located on the existing 78-acre Unit #5,
Region 1 Geothermal Facili$ site operating under Conditional Use Permit #05-0054.
Per Title 9, Division 5, Section 90501.12 (ii), the project requires a Conditional Use
Permit (#22-0008) for the proposed Helicopter Pad, i.e. Heliport. Title 9, Division 14,
defines a "Heliport' as an area of land or water or a structural surface which is used, or
intended for use, for the landing and take-otf of helicopters, and any appurtenant areas
which are used, or intended for use, for heliport buildings and other heliport facilities.

The helicopter pad will be graded and compacted prior to the construction of the
reinforced concrete slab. Construction time is estimated at four (4) to six (6) weeks,
which involves heavy equipment such as excavators, forklifts, concrete mixer trucks,
etc.

General PIanIALUCP Analvais:

The proposed Helicopter Pad is located on a parceljust southeast of the Salton Sea, in
an area designated as Agriculture according to the lmperial County General Plan, The
project is not located near any County Public Airport or airstrip. The nearest airport is
the Calipatria Municipal Airport located approximately seven (7) miles west of the
project site.

The project site is zoned A-3-G (Heavy Agriculture, with a Geothermal Overlay) per the
lmperial County Land Use Ordinance Title g, Division 25, Section 92553.00.

The Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP), Chapter 2, Policies, Section 2.3
provides "Types of Actions Reviewed" by the Commission, which shall include:

'Any request proposal for a new airport or heliport whether for public use or
private use" (Section 2.3.2(d), pg. 2-3)

EEC ORIGINAL PKG



The proposed conditional use permit has been submitted for the Airport Land Use
Gommission's review and determination of consistency with the 1996 Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) due to the nature of the application (Helicopter Pad, i.e.
Heliport).

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Vioinity Map
B. Sitc Plan
C. Application
D. ALUCP Section

S:\AllUsers\APN\020\110\049\CUP22-0008!ALUC\CUP22-0008 ALUC Staff Repod.doc
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Attachment A
Vicinity Map
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PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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Attachment B
Site Plan
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Attachment C
Application
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c0il'/fft0ilALugE PEnilff I.C. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT.
801 Main Street, ElCenrro, cA92243 (760) 482-4236

. APPLICANT MUST COMPLETE ALL NUMBERED (blacK) SPACES _ Plaase tvpe or print -

1. PROPERTY OT^JNER'S NAME
Sudheep Pevlthran

EMAIL ADDRESS
Sudheep. Pavithran@calcrnrgy. com

2. MAILINGADDRESS($reat/PoBox,City,st r.)
7030 GonW Road. Calioatria^ CA

ZIP CODE
9t)74

PHONE NUMBER
760-34&4006

3, APPLICANT'S NAME

Sudheep Pavithran

EMAIL ADDRESS

Sudheeo. Pavithran@calenemv.com
4. MAILING ADDRESS ($nrt/P o Box, c[y, sErr)

7030 Gentrv Road. Calloahia^ CA
ZIP CODE

92233
PHONE NUMBER

76G,348.4006
4. ENGINEER'S NAME

Bill Romlnes Jr.
CA. LICENSE NO.

P.E. # C7 347 3 | A-Con tracto r# 8089 1 3

EMAIL ADDRESS
bill.romines@powereng,com

5. MAILING ADDRESS (sfcctlP o Box City. Statc)

POWER Engineers Inc. 16Ml Foster, Overland Par( Kansas
ZIP CODE
66207

PHONE NUMBER
816-402-4240

020-110-049-000
(in acres or squara foot)

7a

ZONING (exisung)

7. PROPERTY (site)

Th€ proiect slte's approximately 13 ml. noilhwest of the City of Calipatria, CA, 1 5croSs

9' LEGAL DEscRlPTloN Tho oroiec{ araa is expected to total less lhan one (1) acro wilhin leoallv d€scrib€d APN 020-110-049.00i
corresponding to the Selton Sea Unit 5'polyqr dqnf at Souheast 1/4, North 1/2 of Section 5, Township 11 South, Rang€ 13 East,
uan Eemaotno tsase & Mendtan.

(lirt cnd dcscrlb. in dahit) Current use of property ls Geothermal Plant, USe will not
change. CUP lnvolves adding a Hellcopter Landing Pad to property for general transportation (personnel, dignatarbs, etc.)

and to evacuauon of

10. DESCRT

11.

12.

13.

14.

DESCRIBE PROPOSED SEWER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED FIRE PROTECTION

Geothermal Plant

N/A, existlng

N/4,

N/A, existing

15, ISPROPOSEDUSEABUSINESS?
KYes ilNo

IF YES. HOW MANY EMPLOYEES WLL BE AT THIS SITE?
No additional employees

PLEASE PROVIDE CLEAR & CONG IN TION TTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF

r / wE THE LEGAL O\AiNER (S) OF THF ABOVE PROPERTY
CERTIFY THAT THE INFORIvIATION SHOWN OR STATED HEREIN
IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Strrlhaan trlrilhran o3t2112022

Print Name
Sudheep Pavlth?an ;lf*-#ii#il'll" Date

Slgnature

Print Name Date

Signature

ItcUmE ],lrort DtcuEmt
A. SITE PLAN - Enclosed

B. FEE Enolosed- Check No. 20664 for $ 5500.00

C. OTHER Unit 5 CUp OS- OO54 - Review of

D. OTHER applicable conditions.

APPLICATION RECEIVED BY:

APPLICATION DEEMED COMPLETE BY:

APPLICATION REJECTED BY:

TENTATIVE HEARING BY:

FINAL ACTION: tr APPROVED

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

DATE

tr
tr
tr
trn DENTED

REVIEW/APPROVAL BY
OTHER DEPT'S requi.ed
tl pw
El e.x s.

A P.C O

oEs

CUP #

?}M
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March 21,2022

Mr. Jim Minnick
Imperial County Planning and Development Services
801 Main Street
El Centro, CA92243

Subject: Conditional use Permit (cUP) classification - CalEnergy Helipad project

Dear Mr. Minnick:

CalElergy operating Corporation (CalEnergy) is proposing to construct and operate a helicopter
pad (Helipad) for the purpose of corporate use and to aide facility ernergency risponse situations.
The proposed Helipad will be located within the project a.ea of the existing Unit 5, Region I
facility operating under CUP No. 05,0054.

Attachment A contains illusftations showing the general area of the proposed site location and
preliminary dimensions for the Helipad. Per Attachment A, proposed project will likely be sited
to the south-east of the,facility's main process train on a disturbid land within the CUp,s project
area, APN 020-l l0-049-000. The proposed Helipad project area will be less than I acre.

The construction and development of Helipad is subject to the requirements of Title 9, Division
2, Chapter 3 Subpart 90203.01 CUP, therefore a review of the conditions that pertain to the
construction of the Helipad has been provided with this letter. The primary aim of ihis letter is to
respectfully request an appropriate CUP classification, for the development of a Helipad in
accordance with Land Use Permit.

Project Location:

TheproposedHelipadsiteof lessthan I acrewiil belocatedatUnit5Region lFacility,6922
Crummer Road, Calipatria, Califomia, further identified as Assessor's Parcel Number 020-l l0-
049-000. The Unit 5 project area totals approximately ?8 acres and is located Southeast %,
North %, Section 5, Township 12 South, Range 13 East, San Bernardino Base and Meridian,
Imperial County.

CALEIUEROY
OPERATING CORPORATION
7030 centry Rood. Colipoirio, Cotifornio 92233
Phone: 760-348-4200 Fu:76O-348-2714
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CalEnergy Helrpad
March 2 l. 2022
Page 2

Sile Preparation:

Site preparation will be perfonned prior to construction of the Helipad. Site prcparation consists
of construction of the reinforced concrete Helipad of less than I acre. The new surfacc will be
graded and compacted prior 1o installing the new concrete helicopter pad.

. ite Prcpnration Schcdulc
I Construction of the Helipad is expected to take 4-6 weeks and will involve use of

standard construction heavy equipment such as excavator, forklift, and concrete mixer
truck among others.

Land Use Analysis:

The proposed Helipad site will be krsated within a small portion ol'rhe project site lor rhe Unit -5

Region I operating under CUP No. 05-0054. The power planr faciliry is operating in accordance
with the County's General Plan, Renelable Energy Overlay Zone (RE) and Conditional Usc
Permit No. 05- 0054. In addition, the surrounding land use is Zoned A-3 (Heavy Agriculture). In
accordance with the'Iitle 9, Division 5, Chapter 9 Section 90509.02(ii) this Helipad site is
consistent with the General Pian and with the lmperial County Land Llse Ordinanccs.

CUP Analysis:

CalEnergy interpretafion of the Section 90203.09 acfion on a proposed Helipad CllP is provided
as follows:

A. The proposed use is consistent with the goals and policies of the adopted County Gcncral
Plan.

The proposed Helipad will be used for corporate use and to aide facility emergenoy
response situation,'l'he prr.rject site will be located rvithin the existing boundarics of the
Unit 5 Region I geothermal facility operating under CLIP No. 0j-0054.

B. The proposed use is consistent with the purpose of the zone or sub-zone within r,vhich thc
use will be used.

The proposed use ivill be ancillary and consistent with the existing geothermal fhciliry
operations operating under CUP # 05-0054 and will include activities, equipmerrt or
materials fypically employed in the identified use ("Helipor1") along with timporary
equipment used during the construction of the helipad.

The proposed use is listed as use within the zone or subzone or is found to be similar to a
listed or similar conditional use according to the procedures of Sectiorr 90203.00.

The proposed Helipad to be located within the existing georherma[ facility that is
subjected to a Conditional Use Permit in Land [,rse Ordinance, Division 5. The helicopter.
pad resembles or is of the sarne basic nature as a heliport use in renewahle energy oveil^y

C
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l-alL-)nergr l{eltped
llarch 2 l, 2023

zone (RE), Division l7 or a conditional use in surrounding land use Zoneel A-3 (Section
90509'02(ii) of the Imperial Counry code) that is already Jisturbed and has already been
environmentally assessed.

Il. The proposed use meets the minimum requirements of this Title applicable ro the use and
complies with all applicable laws, ordinances and regulation of ihe County of Irnperial
and the State of California

'l'he proposed Helipatl project will be subjected appropriate CUP classification and
conditions incorporated by reference that will ensure the project oomplies with all
applicable laws, ordinances, alrd regulations the proposed use will-be subjecied.

E. The proposcd use will not be detrimental to the health, safetv, and welfbre of the public
or impact fhe property and residcnts in the vicinity.

Ihe project site will be located ivithin the existing Unit 5 Region I geothermal fbcilit.v
operations and.the employees use personal protective equipment to lrotect them fion
noise generated at the site. Thcrcfore, the helipad will not be detrimental to the health,
safety, and wclfare of the public or to the property and thers are no nearby residcnts in
the vicinity.

F. The proposed use does nol violate any other law or ordinances

The proposed Helipad of less than I acre to be located at the existing geothermal facility
will be subjected to appropriate CUP classi{ication and conditions in accordance ro
applicabls law or ordinances.

G. The proposed use is nor granting a special privilege

The proposed Helipad will be locatcd within the existing tJnit 5 Regionl facility
operating under CUP # 05-0054. Any impacts identified would be mitilated througir
project specific new condition use pennit or amendnrent to cLIp # 05-0054.

Environmental Analysis:

The proposed project is 1o be located on less than I acre within the boundaries of the Unit 5
Region I t'acility operating under C.tJP # 05-0054. The proposed project will have ..No Impact,,
and will not create, add to. or alter potential environmenial impacts frorn the existing geothermal
power plant that wers assessed in the Environmental hnpact Report (EIR) for fr{-ug'*" power
Plant #3 and the Master Environmental Impact Report {MEIR) for a Georhermal Overly Zone to
be localed at the Salton Sea, which was issued in December tqAt. These CEeA stuiies were
condr'tcted by fhe Imperial County Planning and Development Services and recorded with the
California Office of Planning and Research State Clcaringhouse (SCH) as docunrenr #g0102406.
The conclusions and mitigation measures for Unit #3 EIR and the IVIEIR are reflected in the
Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) fbr Linit 5 and for the orher powsr generating units at Region I
- i.e, Units l, 2, 3 and 4).
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CalEncrgy ttelipad
March 2 t, 2022
Pz.ge 4

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Analysis:

Pursuant to CEQA A(icle l9 Categorical Exemption, Section 15301(e), or Section l53ll(b)
the proposed addition of helicopter pad of less than I acre will be located within the projecr
area of the existing Unit 5, Region I {acility operating under Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
No. 05-0054. As ICPDS setves as the Lead Agency CalEnergy requests concurrencc from
ICPDS that the proposed proiect locatcd within the existirrg boundary of Unit 5 Region I

geotherrnal facility operation ls consistent in use ro the conditionally pennitted use of
geothermal operation or heliport and qualities for Notice of Exemption fi.,lOE).

CUP No 05-0054 and Helipad Cross Refer.ence Matrix Analysis:
The following is a review of the applicable conditions of the CUP 05-0054 fbr the Unit 5

Region I facilily that is consistenrlo proposed helipad aclivities,

CUP 05-0054 Condition #

Project Design (f) AII lights
shall be directed or shicld to
confine any direct rays to the
site and shall he muted to
maximum extent consistent
wirh safery and operation

Proposed Helipad will be
designed to be consisteni r.vith
safety and opel"tion necessity

Based on the analysis contained helein CalEnergy respectfully seeks a deterntination from the
lead agency ICPDS on the proposed l{elipad project. Should you have any questions regarding

Perrnit Condition Related to
Helipad

Helipad Cornplianee

s-1 Authorized Scope of
Activities (b) A Control room,
olfice maintenance shop and
other facilities are located the'
powet plant site

Proposed l-lelipad activiiy will
quality as other facilities
located at the Llnir 5 facility

s-l I

s- t2

Noise: The pciwer plant shall
be equipped with noise control
measures

Project Design (b) Marking,
and lighting ol'the drill rigs
and permanenr facilities shall
be maintained in accordance
to the FederalAviation
Administration Regulation

Proposed l-lelipad activity will
not be located within 1000
fect ofany residence and the
Helicopter operation will be
intermittent in contrast to
power planl continuous

ration
Proposed permanent Helipad
facilities marking and lighting
willbe maintained in
accordance with the Federal
Aviation Adm inistration
Regulation

s-t2
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CaiEnergg'
Marsh 21,
Page 5

Helipad
?0,22

this information, plcase do not
A ngou.Sukumpranfg)rslener'$l.eorn.

hesitate to contact me at (442)-226-n3S or

Sincerely,

Anoop t:W!ffiI
sukuma4an fff:i#.#'
Anoop Sukumaran
Director, IPP Environmental Services

Enclosure
Atlachments

cc: Patricia valenzuela - Imperial county planning and Development Services
Osvaldo Flores
Kamal Abdelkarim
Environmental File
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CALENERGY OPERATING CORP.
REGION 1 SALTON SEA POWER PI.ANT UNIT 5
CONDITIONAL USE PERM]T NO. 05-0054

ATTACHMENT A - SITE LOCATION

,:- a.

"' r:,=:r''i.aJ',.^ra+,

h
?

,. sr r

Niland, CA

Calipatria, CA

Westmorland, CA

Salton Sea
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Attachment D
ALUCP Section
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tultales/ ChaPter2

5.

2.

3

rl
A.

2. Countryide tmpacts on Flight Safefy - Those lands, regardless of

their location in.jhe County, on Which the uses could adversely affect

the safety of flight in the County. The specific uses of concern afe

identified in Paragraph 2.

New Airports and Heliporls - The site and environs of any

proposed new airport or heliport anpvhere in the County. The

Brawley Pioneers Memoria[ Hospital has a heliport area on-site.

1

Types of AirPort lmPacts

The Commission is concemed only with the potential impacts

related to aircraft noise, land usa safety (with respect both to people on the

ground and the occupants of aircraft), airspace protection,'and aircraft over:

niehts. Other impacts sometimes created by airports (e.g-, air pollution,

automobile traffic, etc.) are beyond the scope of this plan. These impacts are

within the authority of other local, state, and faderal agencies and ara ad-

dressed within the environmental review procedures for airport development.

Types of Actions Reviewed

GeneralPlan Consislency Review - Within 180 days of adoption of

lhe Airport Land lJse Gompatibilt$ Plan,lhe Commission Shall review

the general plans and specific plans of affected local jurisdictions to

determlne thair consistency with the Commission's policies. Until

such tipne as (1) the Commission finds that the looal general plan or

specific plan is consistent with the Airport Land Use Com patibility

Pian, or (2) the Iocal agency has overruled the Commission's

determination of ineonsistency, the local jurisdiction shall refer all

actions, regulations, and permits (as specified in Paragraph 3)

involving the airport'area of influence to the Commission for review

(Section 21676.5 (a)).

Statutory Reguiremenfs:As required by state law, the following typeq

of actions shall be referred to the Airport Land Use Commission for

determination of consistency with the Commission's plan prior to their

approval by the local jurisdiction:

z-2
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(a)

Policies I Chapter 2

The adoption or approval of any amendment to a general or

specific plgn affecting the Cornmission's geographic area of
concarn'as indicated in Paragraph'1 (Section 21576 (b))'

The adoption or approval ol a zoning ordinance or building

regulation which (1) affects the Commission's geographic area of

concern as indicated in Paragraph 1 and (2) involves the types of

airport impact concerns tisted in Paragraph 2 (Section 21676 (b))-

Adoption or modification of the master plan for an existing public-

use airport (Section 21676 (c)),

Any proposal for a new airport or heliport wheiher for public use

or prlvate use (Section 21661.5).

(b)

(c)

(d)

3. Other Project Review - State law empowers the Commission to
review additional types of land use "actions, regulations, and permits"

involving a question of airporUland use compatibility if eithec {1) the
Commission and the local agency agree that these types of individual
projects shall be reviewed by the Commission (Sec'tion 21676.5 (b)); or

t2) the Commission finds thai a local agency has not revised its general

plan or specific plan or overruled the Commission and the Commission

requires that the individual projec{s be submitted for review (Section

21676.5 (a)). For the purposes of this plan, the specific types of "actions,

regulations, and permits" which the Commission shall review include:

, a) Any- proposed expansion of a city's sphere of influence.within an

airport's planning area.

b) Any proposed residential planned unit development consisting sf

five or more dwelling units within an airport's planning area.

^r Any request for variance from a local agency's height limitation
vl
ordinance.

d) Any proposel for construction or alteration of a structure

(ihcluding antennas) taller than 150 feet above the ground anywhere

within the County.

2-3
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