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sEcfloN 1

INTRODUCTION

A. PURPOSE

This document is a n policy-level, X prolect level lnitial Study for evaluation of potential environmental impacts

resulting with the proposed Conditional Use Permit (Refer to Exhibit "A" & "B"),

B. CALTFORNTA ENVTRONMENTAL QUALTTYACT (CEOA) REQUIREMENTS AND THE IMPERIAL CoUNTY',S

GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTING CEQA

As defined by Section 15063 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and Section 7

of the County's "CEQA Regulations Guidelines for the lmplementation of CEQA, as amended", an lnitial Study is

prepared primarily to provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for determining whether an

Environmental lmpact Report (ElR), Negative Declaration, or Mitigated Negative Declaration would be appropriate

for providing the necessary environmental documentation and clearance for any proposed prolect.

! According to Section 15065, an EIR is deemed appropriate for a particular proposal if the following conditions

occur:

. The proposal has the potential to substantially degrade quality of the environment.

. The proposal has the potential to achieve shortterm environmental goals to the disadvantage of long{erm

environmental goals.

. The proposal has possible environmental effects that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable.

. The proposal could cause direct or indirect adverse effects on human beings.

$ 4ccorOing to Section 15070(a), a Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if the proposalwould not result

-rn any significant effect on the environment,

n According to Section 15070(b), a Mitigated Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if it is determined

that though a proposal could result in a significant effect, mitigation measures are available to reduce these

significant effects to insignificant levels.

This lnitial Study has determined that the proposed applications will not result in any potentially significant

environmental impacts and therefore, a Negative Declaration is deemed as the appropriate document to provide

necessary environmental evaluations and clearance as identified hereinafter.

This lnitial Study and Negative Declaration are prepared in conformance with the California Environmental Quality

Act of 1970, as amended (Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et, seq.); Section 15070 of the State & County

of lmperial's Guidelines for lmplementation of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended

(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et. seq.); applicable requirements of the

County of lmperial; and the regulations, requirements, and procedures of any other responsible public agency or

an agency with jurisdiction by law.

Pursuant to the County of lmperial Guidelines for lmplementinq CEQA, depending on the project scope, the County

of lmperial Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission and/or Planning Director is designated the Lead Agency,

in accordance with Section 15050 of the CEQA Guidelines. The Lead Agency is the
HHC'dhI81
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principal responsibility for approving the necessary environmental clearances and analyses for any project in the

County.

C. INTENDED USES OF INITIAL STUDYAND NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This lnitial Study and Negative Declaration are informational documents, which are intended to inform County of

lmperial decision makers, other responsible or interested agencies, and the general public of potential

environmental effects of the proposed applications. The environmental review process has been established to

enable public agencies to evaluate environmental consequences and to examine and implement methods of

eliminating or reducing any potentially adverse impacts. While CEQA requires that consideration be given to

avoiding environmental damage, the Lead Agency and other responsible public agencies must balance adverse

environmental effects against other public objectives, including economic and social goals.

The lnitial Study and Negative Declaration, prepared for the prolect will be circulated for a period of 20 days (30-

days if submifted to fhe Sfafe Clearinghouse for a project of area-wide significance) for public and agency review

and comments. At the conclusion, if comments are received, the County Planning & Development Services

Department will prepare a document entitled "Responses to Comments" which will be forwarded to any

commenting entity and be made part of the record within 10-days of any project consideration.

D, CONTENTS OF INITIAL STUDY & NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This lnitial Study is organized to facilitate a basic understanding of the existing setting and environmental

implications of the proposed applications.

sEcTtoN I

l. INTRODUCTION presents an introduction to the entire report. This section discusses the environmental

process, scope of environmental review, and incorporation by reference documents.

sEcTtoN 2

ll. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM contains the County's Environmental Checklist Form. The checklist

form presents results of the environmental evaluation for the proposed applications and those issue areas that

would have either a potentially significant impact, potentially significant unless mitigation incorporated, less than

significant impact or no impact.

PROJECT SUMMARY, LOCATION AND EVIRONMENTAL SETTINGS describes the proposed prolect

entitlements and required applications. A description of discretionary approvals and permits required for project

implementation is also included. lt also identifies the location of the project and a general description of the

surrounding environmental settings.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS evaluates each response provided in the environmental checklist form. Each

response checked in the checklist form is discussed and supported with sufficient data and analysis as necessary.

As appropriate, each response discussion describes and identifies specific impacts anticipated with prolect

implementation.

SECTION 3

lll. MANDATORY FINDINGS presents Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of

the CEQA Guidelines.

lv, PERSoNS AND oRGANlzATloNs coNsuLTED identifies those persont EESURlC?|1IAI p6C
lmperial County Planning & Devel0pmentSeruices Deparfnent
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preparation of this lnitial Study and Negative Declaration.

V, REFERENCES lists bibliographical materials used in preparation of this document.

VI. NEGATIVE DECLARATION - COUNTY OF IMPERIAL

VII, FINDINGS

SECTION 4

vilr, RESPoNSE TO CoMMENTS (lF ANY)

rx. MTTTGATToN MoNtroRlNG & REPoRTING PROGRAM (MMRP)(lF ANY)

E. SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

For evaluation of environmental impacts, each question from the Environmental Checklist Form is summarized

and responses are provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of the lnitial Study. lmpacts and effects

will be evaluated and quantified, when appropriate. To each question, there are four possible responses, including:

1. No lmpact: A "No lmpact" response is adequately supported if the impact simply does not apply to the

proposed applications.

2. Less Than Significant lmpact: The proposed applications will have the potential to impact the environment.

These impacts, however, will be less than significant; no additional analysis is required.

3. Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation lncorporated: This applies where incorporation of mitigation

measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant lmpact" to a "Less Than Significant lmpact".

4. Potentially Significant lmpact: The proposed applications could have impacts that are considered

significant. Additional analyses and possibly an EIR could be required to identify mitigation measures that

could reduce these impacts to less than significant levels.

F. POLICY-LEVEL or PROJECT LEVEL ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This lnitial Study and Negative Declaration will be conducted under a ! policy-level, I project level analysis.

Regarding mitigation measures, it is not the intent of this document to "overlap" or restate conditions of approval

that are commonly established for future known projects or the proposed applications. Additionally, those other

standard requirements and regulations that any development must comply with, that are outside the County's

jurisdiction, are also not considered mitigation measures and therefore, will not be identified in this document.

G, TIERED DOCUMENTS AND INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

lnformation, findings, and conclusions contained in this document are based on incorporation by reference of tiered

documentation, which are discussed in the following section.

1. Tiered Documents

As permitted in Section 15152(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, information and discussions from other documents

can be included into this document. Tiering is defined as follows:

"Tiering refers to using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader ElHpbadpflgqr1fAt p KG
lmperiat County Planning & Development Seruices Departnent
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for a general plan or policy statement) with later ElRs and negative declarations on narrower projects;

incorporating by reference the general discussions from the broader EIR; and concentrating the later EIR or

negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later project."

Tiering also allows this document to comply with Section 1 5152(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, which discourages

redundant analyses, as follows:

"Agencies are encouraged to tier the environmental analyses which they prepare for separate but related

projects including the general plans, zoning changes, and development projects, This approach can eliminate

repetitive discussion of the same issues and focus the later EIR or negative declaration on the actual issues

ripe for decision at each level of environmental review. Tiering is appropriate when the sequence of analysis

is from an EIR prepared for a general plan, policy or program to an EIR or negative declaration for another

plan, policy, or program of lesser scope, or to a site-specific EIR or negative declaration."

Further, Section 15152(d) of the CEQA Guidelines states:

"Where an EIR has been prepared and certified for a program, plan, policy, or ordinance consistent with the

requirements of this section, any lead agency for a later project pursuant to or consistent with the program,

plan, policy, or ordinance should limit the EIR or negative declaration on the later project to effects which:

(1) Were not examined as significant effects on the environment in the prior EIR; or

(2) Are susceptible to substantial reduction or avoidance by the choice of specific revisions in the project, by

the imposition of conditions, or other means."

2. lncorporation Bv Reference

lncorporation by reference is a procedure for reducing the size of E|Rs/MND and is most appropriate for

including long, descriptive, or technical materials that provide general background information, but do not

contribute directly to the specific analysis of the project itself. This procedure is particularly useful when an

EIR or Negative Declaration relies on a broadly-drafted EIR for its evaluation of cumulative impacts of related

projects (Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation v. County of Los Angeles 11986,177 Ca.3d 3001). lf an EIR

or Negative Declaration relies on information from a supporting study that is available to the public, the EIR

or Negative Declaration cannot be deemed unsupported by evidence or analysis (San Franclsco Ecology

Centerv.CW and County of San Francisco [1975,48 Ca.3d 584, 595]). This document incorporates by

reference appropriate information from the "Final Environmental lmpact Report and Environmental

Assessment for the "County of lmperial General Plan ElR" prepared by Brian F. Mooney Associates in 1993

and updates.

When an EIR or Negative Declaration incorporates a document by reference, the incorporation must comply

with Section 15150 of the CEQA Guidelines as follows:

The incorporated document must be available to the public or be a mafter of public record (CEQA

Guidelines Section 15150[a]). The General Plan EIR and updates are available, along with this document,

at the County of lmperial Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA

92243 Ph. (442) 265-17 36.

This document must be available for inspection by the public at an office of the lead agency (CEOA

Guidelines Section 15150[b]). These documents are available at the County of lmperial Planning &

Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA92243Ph. (442) 265-1736.

These documents must summarize the portion of the document being incorOgp:@ gRlClNFtU. P KG

a

o

a
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a

a

describe information that cannot be summarized. Furthermore, these documents must describe the

relationship between the incorporated information and the analysis in the tiered documents (CEOA

Guidelines Section 15150[c]). As discussed above, the tiered ElRs address the entire project site and

provide background and inventory information and data which apply to the project site, lncorporated

information and/or data will be cited in the appropriate sections.

These documents must include the State identification number of the incorporated documents (CEQA

Guidelines Section 15150[dD. The State Clearinghouse Number for the County of lmperial General Plan

EIR is SCH #93011023,

The material to be incorporated in this document will include general background information (CEOA

Guidelines Section 15150fD. This has been previously discussed in this document.

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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il Environ mental Checklist

1. Project Title: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #22-0019

2. Lead Agency: lmperial County Planning & Development Services Department

3. Gontact person and phone number: Gerardo A. Quero, Planner l, (442)265-1736, ext. 1748

4. Address: 801 Main Street, ElCentro CA,92243

5. E-mail: gerardoquero@co.imperial.ca,us

6, Project location: 1374 Shell Canyon Road, Ocotillo, CA 92259, Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 033-250-074

7. Project sponsor's name and address: Karen Brunell

4135 Avenida de la Plata, Oceanside, CA 92056

8, General Plan designation: Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan

9. Zoning: R-1-L-5 (Low Density Residential Area, Lot 5 acre Minimum)

10. Description of project: The applicant, Karen Brunell, is proposing to construct and operate a new residential

water well to supply a future home with a projected maximum annual water extraction of one (1) acre-feet.

11. Surrounding land uses and setting: The subject property is described as being Parcel 2 of Parcel Map #2343

in Section 25, Township 16 South, Range I East of the San Bernardino Base and Meridian, containing approximately

17 acres. The property is also known as Assesso/s Parcel Number (APN) 033-250-074.

The project is surrounded by parcels zoned as R-1-L-5 (Low Density Residential, Lot 5 acre Minimum) on the South

and West; parcels zoned as GS (GovernmenVspecial Public) on the East; and BLM (Bureau of Land Management)

parcels on the North.

12. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.9,, permits, financing approval, or participation

agreement.): Planning Commission.

13. Have California Native tribes traditionallv and culturallv affiliated the nroiect area reouested

consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3,1? lf so. ls there a plan for consultation that

includes. for example, the determination of siqnificance of impacts to tribal cultural resources. procedures

reoardino confidentiallv. ?

The Quechan and Campo Band of Mission lndian Tribes have requested to be consulted under Assembly Bill 52.

Consultation letters were sent to the Quechan and Campo Band of Mission lndian Tribes. The County received on

September 13,2022,an email response from the Quechan lndian Tribe advising they had no comments forthis prolect,

No comments have been received from the Campo Band of Mission lndians Tribe for this prolect to this date.

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact

that is a "Potentially Significant lmpact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

!
tr

tr

tr

tr

tr

tr

Aesthetics

Biological Resources

Geology /Soils

Hydrology / Water Quality

Noise

Recreation

Utilities/Service Systems

Agriculture and Forestry Resources

Cultunal Resources

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Land Use / Planning

Population / Housing

Transportation

Wildfire

Air Quality

Energy

Hazards & Hazardous Malerials

Mineral Resources

Public Services

Tribal Cultural Resources

Mandatory Findings of Significance

n
tr

tr

tr

tr

!
!

tr

tr

tr

tr

tr

tr

tr

ENVTRONMENTAL EVALUATTON COMMITTEE (EEC) DETERMINATION

After Review of the lnitial Study, the Environmental Evaluation Committee has:

N.JounO that the proposed pro1ect COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE

DECLARATION will be prepared.

n Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a

significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the prolect proponent.

A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION willbe prepared.

E Found that the proposed pro1ect MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL

IMPACT REPORT is required.

E Found that the proposed prolect MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless

mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document

pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier

analysis as described on attached sheets, An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze

only the effects that remain to be addressed.

! Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, beeeuse all potentially

significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to

applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE

DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing

further is required.

cALtFORNtA DEPARTMENT OF F|SH AND WTLDLTFE DE MrNrMrS TMPACT FINDINGNIes n ruo

EEC VOTES
PUBLIC WORKS

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SVCS

OFFICE EMERGENCY SERVICES

APCD

AG
SHERIFF DEPARTMENT

ICPDS

Jim Minn Director of Planning/EEC Chairman Date: EEC ORIGINAL PKG

n
tr
tr
tr
B'
n
\ n\\

NO

n
n
n
n
n
n
n

YESE
Fx
n
ET
E

ABSENT
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PROJECT SUMMARY

A, Project Location: The prolect is located at1374 Shell Canyon Road, Ocotillo, CA 92259; Assesso/s

Parcel Number: 033-250-074-000.

B. Project Summary: The applicant, Karen Brunell, proposes to construct and operate a new residentialwater

well to supply a future home with a projected maximum annual water extraction of one (1) acre-foot.

C, Environmental Sefting: The proposed prqect is located within an area surrounded by already developed

parcels with existing residential uses. The proposed prolect site is relatively flat tenain with native desert

landscape and sand located on Shell Canyon Road, bounded to the south by lmperial Highway and by Bureau

of Land Management parcels on the north in the County of lmperial, CA. The City of San Diego is located

approximately 65 miles west of the proposed prqect site and approximately 1.5 miles north of the Kumeyaay

Highway (l-8).

D. Analysis: Under the Land Use Element of the lmperial County General Plan, the project site is designated as

"Residential" per the Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan. lt is classified as R-1-L-5 (Low Density

Residential, Lot 5 acre Minimum) per Zone Map #59 of the lmperial County Land Use Ordinance (Title 9).

lnitial Study #22-0033 will analyze any impacts related with the proposed project. Pursuant to the

Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan, Section (ll)(D), the entire planning area is dependent on

groundwater.

E. General Plan Consistency: The proposed project site is located within the County's General Plan designation

of "Residential" per the Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Plan Area. The site is currently zoned as R-1-L-5 (Low

Density Residential, Lot 5 acre Minimum). The proposed prolect is consistent with the General Plan and

County Land Use Ordinance (Title 9) Division 5, Section 590203.01 (A)(2) since a Conditional Use Permit has

been applied for the water well pursuant to Division 21, Section $92102.01 of the aforementioned title,

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Departnent
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Exhibit "A"

Vicinity Map
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lala

--i--i
.:" lrtr

rirrrl .

r.rrrrrir-iar.
l..'r.

I

1

-rrirtliffi
"*?:s

l'
I
I
;
I

l\lairil.

*.,S"

KARET.I BRUHELL
cuP #tI-00{ e rsill2-0033

APH 033-250-074

fa I'tr*):r'{.: r .lr .r'r't1t!

EEC ORIGINAL PKG

N

lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Deparfnent

Page 11 of35
lnitial Study, Environmental Checklist Form & Negative Declaraton for CUP#22'0019 15#22-0033 Kalen Brunell



Exhibit "B"

Site Plan/Tract Map/etc
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No lmpact" answers that are adequately supported by the

information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question, A "No lmpact" answer is

adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to
projects like the one involved (e.9., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No lmpact" answer should

be explained where it is based on projectspecific factors as well as general standards (e.9., the pqect will not

expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as

well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers

must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than

significant. "Potentially Significant lmpact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be

significant. lf there are one or more "Potentially Significant lmpact" entries when the determination is made, an

EIR is required,

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation lncorporated" applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant lmpact" to a "Less Than Significant

lmpact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be

cross-referenced).

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program ElR, or other CEM process, an effect
has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(cX3XD). ln this case, a

brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. ldentify and state where they are available for review.

b) lmpacts Adequately Addressed. ldentify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of

and adequately analyzed in an earlier document punsuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether

such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures lncorporated,"

describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the

extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the prolect.

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential

impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document

should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated,

7) Supporting lnformation Sources: A source list should be aftached, and other sources used or individuals

contacted should be cited in the discussion.

8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies

should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects

in whatever format is selected.

9) The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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Potentially

Significant
lmpact
(PSr)

Potentially

Significant

Unless Mitigation

lncorporated
(PSUMI)

Less Than

Significant

lmpact No lmpact
(Nr)(LTS r)

I. AESTHEI'CS

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project

lff;ilr"*ttial 
adverse effect on a scenic vista or scenic n ! n X

affoui areas within the County have the potential as state-designated scenic highways; however,_the proiect site is not

located near any scenic vista or scenic highuay according to the lmperial County General Plan Girculation and Scenic

Highway Elementl and California State Scenic Highway System Map2. No impacts are expected.

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not

limited to tre'es, rock-outcroppings, and historic buildlngs within tr n ! X
a state scenic highway?

b) As previously staied on section (l)(a), the proposed project is not located near a scenic vista or scenic highrvay and would

not substantially damage any scenic resources. No impacts are expected'

ln non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing

visual character or quality of public views of the site and its

surrounding? (Public views are those that are experienced n n ! X
from publicly accessible vantage point,) lf the project is in an .-
urbanized area, would the prolect conflict with applicable

zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

c) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential water rr'rcll to supply a future home with a

p'rojectbU innual waier extraction of one (1) acre.foot and it would not significantly or physically degrade the visual character

or quality of public vieun of the site and its surroundings. lt is also consistent with the current zoning and land uses in the

nearby lots. No impacts are anticipated.

Create a new source of substantial light or glare wiich would n n ! X
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

d) The pioposed project is for the construction and operations of a residential water well to supply a future home' However,

it'is noi expecteOitrat a new source of substantial light or glare r,vould adversely affect day or nighttime vieua in the area. No

impacts are expected.

II AGRICULTURE A'VD FORESIRESOURCES

ln determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California

Agricultural Lind Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to

uje in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. ln determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant

environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding

the state's inventory offorestland, including the Forest and Range Assessment Pqect and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest

carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. -Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of

Statewide lmportance (Farmland), as shown on the maps

prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring n n ! X
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-

agricultural use?

afThe proposed project site is listed as "Area Not Mapped" located outside the survey boundary per the California Farmland

liiappiig tl n4oniioring Program: lmperial County lmportant Farmland 2018 Mapr. Therefore, the proposed project will not

convert any type of Primelarmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide lmportance to non'agricultural use. No

impacts are expected.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or , I n n X
Williamson Act Contract?

b) The County of lmperial has no current active Williamson Act contracts; therefore, the proposed project is not expected to

conflict with ixisting zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act Contract. No lmpacts are expected.

a)

b)

c)

d)

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest

land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)),

timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section

4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined

! nx
EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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Potentially

Significant
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Less Than

Significant

lmpact No lmpact

by Government Code Section 51 104(g))?

c) Per lmperial County General Plan Land Use Map23, the proposed project site is located within the "Ocotillo/Nomirage
Community Area Plan4" with no forest land on its vicinity and surroundings; therefore, it is not expected to conflict with
existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section '12220(gll, timberland (as

defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code Section 5114(g)). No impacts are expected.

d) Result in the loss offorest land or conversion offorest land to

non4orest use? 
urr' rcrrru ur uurrvtrrrrurr Ur rUrtrgr rqrrw rv ! n n x

d) As previously stated under item (ll)(c) above, the proposed project is not located in a forest land, therefore, it is not
expected to result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest. No impacts are expected.

e) lnvolve other changes in the existing environment which, due

to their location or nature, could result in conversion of - n n X
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land [r
to nonjorest use?

e)As previously stated under item (ll)(c), the proposed project site is located within the "Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Plan1"

per lmperial Gounty General Plan Land Use Mapa, and zoned as R-1-L-5 (Low Density Residential Area, Lot 5 Acre Minimum).
Additionally, there are no existing farmland or forestland on or in the immediate vicinity. Development of the proposed project
would not result in the loss or conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forestland to non-forest use.

Therefore, no impacts are expected.

rrr. AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution control district may be

relied upon to the following determinations. Would the Prolect:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air n n X nquality plan?

a) The proposed project is for the construction and operations of a residential water well to supply a future home, and it is
not expected to conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quali$ plan. Per lmperial Gounty Air Pollution
Gontrol District's comment letters dated September 26, 2022, all construction activities must adhere to Regulation Vlll, wttich
is a collection of rules, designed to limit emissions of fugitive dust to 20% opacig. To be compliant with Air District rules,

the drilling equipment used to construct the water well must meet the Galifornia Portable Equipment Registration Program
(PERP) certifications or apply for certification from Air Dishict. Adherence and compliance to ACPD's rules and regulations

will bring any impacts to less than significant.

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any

criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment n n X nunder an applicable federal or state ambient air quality r-r
standard?

b) As previously stated under item (lll)(a) above, the water rrrrcll construction shall comply with the rules and regulations of
the lmperial County Air Pollution Control District, therefore, it is not expected that the proposed project would substantially
contribute to an existing or projected air quality violation. Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants ! n X !
concentrations?

c) The proposed project is not expected to expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants concentrations during the

construction of the residential uater well. Horirrever, any exposure would be temporary and would be lessened by adhering

to Air Pollution Control District's rules and regulations. Compliance with APCD's requirements would bring any impacts to
less than significant.

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors n n X n
adversely affecting a substantial number of people?

d) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a residential water urell to supply a future home and does
not anticipate creating objectionable odors that would adversely affect a substantial number of people. Although some
pollutants may be emitted during construction activities and as previously stated on item (lll)(a) above, compliance with
AGPD's Regulation Vlll and adherence to the California BuiHing Code would bring any impacts to less than significant.

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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Less Than

Significant
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(LTSr)
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(Nt)

lV. BIOLOGICALRESOURCES Wouldtheproiect:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through

habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,

sensitive, or special status spbcies in local or regional plans, n n X n
policies or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish

and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

a) The proposed project location is within a residential zoning area with nearby properties already impacted by ongoing

residential uses and wind energy operations. According to the lmperial County General Plan's Conservation and Open Space

Elemento, Figure I "sensitive Habitat Map6.," the project is not located within a sensitive habitat area. Additionally, in

accordance to Figure 2 "sensitive Species Mapob," the project is located within the Flat tailed Horned Lizard Species

Distribution Model area. However, the proposed project does not expect to have any substantial physical changes to the

environment as the proposed construction is to take place below ground level. Consequently, it does not appear to have a

substantially adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modification, or to any species identified as a candidate,

sensitive, or of special status in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the Galifornia Department of Fish and

Wildlife Service. Any future developments on site, the applicant shall contact ICPDS;therefore, any impacts are expected to

be less than significant,

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or

other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional n n X n
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of H
Fish and Wildlife or U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) According to the lmperial County General Plan's Conservation and Open Space Elements, the project site is not within a

sensitive or riparian habitat, or on other sensitive natural community. Additionally, the designated residential use is proposed

to remain; therefore, it does not appear to have a substantial effect in local regional plans, policies, and regulations with

respect to sensitive natural communities or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service'

Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally

protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsi, vernal n ! X n
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological u .-
interruption, or other means?

c) According to the National Wetlands lnventory: Surface Waters and Wetlands Map7, the proposed project is not located

within a riparian habitat and which will not cause a substantial adverse effect on lederal protected wetlands (including' but

not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means. Any

impacts are expected to be less than significant.

d) lnterfere substantially with the movement of any resident or

migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native n n X n
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of u
native wildlife nursery sites?

d) The proposed project site is located on a vacant parcel zoned as R-1-L-5 (Low Density Residential Area, Lot 5 acre

Minimum)with an area of approximately t17 acres adjacent to other parcels with same zone with existing residential uses.

As previously stated on item (lV)(b) above, the project site is not located within a Sensitive Habitat; therefore, it would not

interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native

resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites. Any impacts are expected to be

less than significant.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinance protecting

biological resourie, such as a tree preservation policy or n n ! X
ordinance?

e) The proposed project does not conflict with any local policy or ordinance protecting biological resources, such as tree

preservation policies or ordinances. No impacts are expected'

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat

Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or n E X tr
olher approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation r'J
plan?

f) The proposed project site is not located within a designated sensitive area according to the lmperial Gounty General Plan's

Conservation and Open Space Elements, therefore, it would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat

Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, reoionalgEle tdRlUlNliEiL p KG
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plan. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

V. CULTURALRESOURCES Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource pursuantto 515064,5? U n X n
a) According to the lmperial County General Plan's Conservation and Open Space Elemento, Figure 5, the project site is not
located within an "Area of Heightened Historic Period Sensitivity6.." Although the proposed project site is located within a

Native American Sacred Site in accordance to Figure 6, "Knoum Areas of Native American Cultural Sensitivity,od" on
September 13, 2022, the County received an email from the Quechan Historic Preservation Officer stating they had no
comments on this project8. Additionally, on October 28,2022, ICPDS received a comment letter from the lmperial Valley
Desert Museum22 advising that on September 30,2022,IVDM Executive Director, a Native American monitor, member of the
Campo Band of Mission lndians and representative for the Ewiiaapaay Band of Kumeyaay lndians were present at the
proper$ (1374 Shell Ganyon Road, Ocotillo, CA) for the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) scan to check if there exists the
possibility of an accidental discovery or disturbance of sensitive cultural materials with any new ground disturbance activity.
Throughout the process, several anomalies were noted on the property, but none located where development is proposed.
IVDM advised that with additional tribal monitors and an archeologist, a site check on the property in which the anomalies
were located will be performed. This will not impact or hinder the applicant's beginning construction at the proposed project
site. lt only ensures the possible preservation of artifacts, should they be located in the areas denoted by the GPR scan. Any
impacts are expected to be less than significant.

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an

archaeological resource pursuant to 515064.5? Ll n X n
b) As previously stated under item (V)(a) above, on October 28,2022,|CPDS received a comment letter from the lmperial
Valley Desert Museum22 advising that on September 30,2022,|VDM Executive Director, a Native American monitor, member
of the Gampo Band of Mission lndians and representative for the Ewiiaapaay Band of Kumeyaay lndians rrvere present at the
property (1374 Shell Canyon Road, Ocotillo, CA) for the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) scan to check if there exists the
possibility of an accidental discovery or disturbance of sensitive cultural materials with any new ground disturbance activity.
Throughout the process, several anomalies were noted on the propefi, but none located where development is proposed.
IVDM advised that with additional tribal monitors and an archeologist, a site check on the property in wtrich the anomalies
were located will be performed. This will not impact or hinder the applicant's beginning construction at the proposed project
site. lt only ensures the possible preservation of artifacts, should they be located in the areas denoted by the GPR scan, Any
impacts are expected to be less than significant,

c) Disturb any human remains, including those intened outside
of dedicated cemeteries? Ll n X !
c) The proposed project site is not located within or adjacent to any cemeteries, therefore, the proposed project would not
disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries. Additionally, as previously stated on
under item M(a), the lmperial Valley Desert Museum with additional tribal monitors and an archeologist, will conduct a site
check on the property to in which the anomalies were located by the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) will be performed. This
will not impact or hinder the applicant's beginning construction at the proposed project site. lt only ensures the possible
preservation of artifacts, should they be located in the areas denoted by the GPR scan. Any impacts are expected to be less
than significant.

Vl. ENERGY Wouldtheproject:

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy n n X !
resources, during project construction or operation?

a) The proposed project does not anticipate any changes in the existing land use, which is currently residential; therefore, it
will not result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, insufficient, or unnecessary consumption of
energy resources, during the project construction or operation. Any developments would require compliance with the latest
edition of the California Building Gode and a new building permit application with the lmperial County Planning and
Development Services Department. Additionally, per comment letter received from the lmperial lrrigation Districtg dated
September 27, 2022, if any temporary and/or permanent electrical service for the project is required, the applicant should be
advised to contact them. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

b) Conflict with or obstruct a slate or local plan for renewable

energy or energy efficiency? EEC bnIcIFnI PKG
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b) As previously stated on item (Vl)(a) above, the proposed project is for the construction and operation of a residential uater
well to supply a future home with no changes on the existing zoning. Any developments urould require compliance with the

latest energy efficiency and renewable energy standards and regulations. Therefore, the proposed project will not conflict

with or obstruct a state or local plan for reneuable energy or energy efficiency. Any impacts are expected to be less than

significant,

Vll. GEOLOGY AND SO|S Wouldtheproject:

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse I n X n
effects, including risk of loss, injury, or death involving: r-r

a) The construction of the proposed residential water well does not appear to conflict with the geology and soils of adjacent

parcels in the area. Additionally, a residential use is proposed as permifted on current zoning. Any developments on the
parcel will be subjected to compliance with the latest edition of the Galifornia Building Code as unll as to go through a

ministerial building permit review. Therefore, the proposed project uould not directly or indirectly cause potential substantial

adverse effects regarding impacts to geology and soils. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

1) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on

the most recent AlquistPriolo Earthquake Fault Zoning

Map issued by the State Geologist foithe area or basei ! n X n
on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to

Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42?

1)According to the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map10, California Department of Conservation:

Fail Activity Mapl1, and the United States Geological Survey's Quaternary Faults Map12, proposed project site is located

approximately half (0.5) a mile away south of the Painted Gorge and Carrizo Mountain Quadrangle Maps. However,

lmperial County is classified as Seismic Zone D per the Uniform Building Gode, which required that any developments

within this zone be required to incorporate the most stringent earthquake resistant measures. Any developments will
be subject to compliance with the latest edition of the California Building Gode as rr'nll as to go through an ministerial

building permit review Adherence and compliance to these standards and regulations unuld bring any impacts to less

than significant.

2) Strong Seismic ground shaking? n n X n
2)As previously stated on item (VllXaXl) above, the proposed project is located approximately half (0.5) a mile away

south of the Painted Gorge and Carrizo Mountain Quadrangle Maps, indicating seismic ground shaking is expected.

Adherence to the latest edition of the California Building Gode and as well as to go through a ministerial building permit

review would bring any impacts to less than significant.

3) Seismic+elated ground failure, including liquefaction n n X n
and seiche/tsunami?

3) The proposed project site is not located in a seiche/tsunami area per the Galifornia Tsunami Data Maps13. Any impacts

are expected to be less than significant.

4) Landslides? n n n X
4)According to lmperial Coung General Plan's Seismic and Public Safety Elementra, "Landslide Activity Maplaa," Figure

2, the proposed project is located within a moderate landslide activity area. The topography within the proposed project

site is generally flat. However, any developments on the parcel will be subjected to compliance with the latest edition of
the California Building Code as well as to go through a ministerial building permit review. Construction of the residential

water rrrnll will comply with California Well standards and will be subjected to Division 21 (Water Well Regulations) and

Division 22 (Groundwater Ordinance) of the lmperial Gounty Land Use Ordinances (Title 9). A drill log will also be

required from a California licensed well driller contractor during drilling operations. Therefore, less than significant

impacts are expected.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or lhe loss of topsoil? n n X n
b) According to lmperial Gounty General Plan's Seismic and Public Safety Elementll, uErosion Activity Mapilb," Figure 3,

the proposed project is not located within an area of substantial soil erosion. Any impacts are expected to be less than

significant.

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or that

would become unstable as a result of the project, and

potentially result in on- or off-site landslides, lateral spreading,

subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

n xn
EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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c) The proposed project site is not located on a geological unit that uould become unstable or collapse as a result of the
proposed water well construction. Any construction will be subjected to compliance with the latest edition of the California
Building Code as well as to go through a ministerial building permit review Adherence and compliance to these standards
and regulations would bring any impacts to less than significant.

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in the latest Uniform

Building Code, creating substantial direct or indirect risk to life n n X n
or property?

d) The proposed project is not located on an expansive soil area. Holvever, as previously stated on section (Vll)(c), any new
developments will require adherence and compliance to the California Building Code, standards and regulations, as well as

to go through a ministerial building permit review wttich would bring any impacts to less than significant.

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of

septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems

where sewers are not available for the disposal of
waslewater?

x

e) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential water well to supply a future home. Per
email received the lmperial Goung Division of Environmental Healthl5 dated October 19,2022, this parcel recently received
approval for the installation of a new septic system. Therefore, the applicant and the water well driller shall ensure that the
selected well drilling location maintains the appropriate setbacks from the approved septic system, which according to Title
8, Section 8,80.100 of lmperial County Ordinance, shall be located a minimum of 100 feet from the disposal area (leach lines)
and 50 feet from the septic tank. Once the well is installed, the applicant will be required to conduct a water potability test to
ensure the water meets potable standards. EHS has no additional comments at this time, but they reserve the right to provide

additional comments as the project moves through the entitlement and permifting process. Adherence and compliance with
lmperial County Public Health Department, Division of Environmental Health standards and regulations would bring any
impacts to less than significant.

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource n n X nor site or unique geologic feature?

f) The proposed project is for the construction of a new residential water well to supply a future home, which will disturb
approximately 1 82 square feet of the 1 7-acre parcel. The proposed project does not appear to directly or indirectly destroy a

unique paleontological resource or site of unique geologic feature on site as there are no known unique resources or features
on site or records of. Additionally, in the event of any paleontological findings on site during construction, all work shall be

stop and the lmperial Valley College Desert Museum shall be contacted to have a qualified specialist inspect the site. Any
impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Vlll. GREEVHOUSE GAS EMTSSTON Woutd the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, inat may har-ve a significant impact on the n n X n
environment?

a) The proposed residential water well is located on an area surrounded by already developed parcels with existing residential
uses. The action is not expected to generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a

significant impact on the environment. Additionally, as previously stated on item (lll)(a) above, adherence and compliance to
AGPD's rules and regulations will bring any impacts to less than significant.

b) Conflict with an applicable plan or policy or regulation adopted

for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse n n X n
gases?

b) The proposed project would not conflict with any regulations under AB 32 Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, of
reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by 2020 provided that the applicant adheres to APGD's
regulations. Less than significant impacts are expected.

lX. HAZARDS AND HAZ.RDOUS MATENALS Woutdthe project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment

through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous

materials? EEC BnICIrffnI PKG
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a) The proposed project is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or the environment as it does not involve

the handling ofany hazardous materials. No impacts are expected.

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment

through reasonableforeseeable upsetand accidentconditions ;--1 n n X
involving the release of hazardous materials into the .-
environment?

b) The proposed residential rvater rryell is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public or environment through

reasonable foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment as

no hazardous materials are anticipated as part of the project. No impacts are expected.

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely

hazardous materials, substances, orwaste within one-quarter n n n X
mile of an existing or proposed school?

c) The proposed project does not anticipate the emitting of hazardous emissions or the handling of hazardous or acutely

hazardous materials, substance, or waste as previously stated on items (lX)(a) and (lX)(b) above. Additionally, the project site

is not located within a % mib of any schools. The nearest school in the vicinity is the Seeley Elementary School, wttich is

located approximately 19 miles northeast of the proposed project site; therefore, it would not represent a risk to educational

facilities. No impacts are expected.

Be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous

materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code n n n X
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant .-
hazard to the public or the environment?

d) The proposed project is not located on a site included on a list of hazardous materials sites according to California

Department ofToxic Substances Control EnviroStorlo; therefore, no impacts are expected.

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where

such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public

airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety n n X n
hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the

prqect area?

e) ihe proposed project is not located within an airport land use plan per lmperial County Airport Land Use Compatibility

Mapsrz. However, the nearest air facility in the area is the Neil Emory private landing airstrip located approximately 1,800 feet

west of the project site; therefore, exposure to periodic noise emissions are expected during aircraft takeoff and landing

operations. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

f) lmpair implementation of or physically interfere with an' 
adopted emergency response pian or emergency evacuation n n tr
plan?

f) The proposed residential water well uould not interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency

evacuation plan. The applicant will meet any requirements requested by the Fire/OES Department. No impacts are

expected.

Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a I n X tr
significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires? .-
glAccording to Gal Fire "Fire Hazard Severity Zones in State Responsibility Areas - lmperial Countyreu adopted November

1,2007,the proposed project site is located in an unincorporated Local Responsibility Area (LRA) adjacent to a Moderate

Fire Hazard Severity Zone (MFHSZ). Developments may be subject to the inclusion of fire sprinklers and have either a private

water or public source as pressurized hydrants for fire suppression. Compliance to ICFD standards would bring any impacts

to less than significant.

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY Woutd the proiect:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge n ! X n
requirements or otheruise substantially degrade surface or
ground water quality?

i1 The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential unter well to supply a future home with a

projected annual water extraction of one (1) acre.foot and uould not violate any uater quali$ standards or waste discharge

requirements or otheruise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality. AnV imeactgrggtj RlGlNAl_ P KG
lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Departrnent
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significant.

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere tr n X n
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project

may impede sustainable groundwater management of the

basin?

b) As previously slated on item (X)(a) above, the proposed residential water well anticipates an annual water extraction of
one (1) acre.feet and does not expect to substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin. Any impacts are

expected to be less than significant.

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream

or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a

manner which would:

c) The proposed project does not anticipate a physical alteration to the site that would substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the course or a stream or river or though the addition of
impervious surfaces. Any proposed grading will require drainage reviewand approval from the lmperial County Public Works

Department. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

(i) resultinsubstantialerosionorsiftationon-oroff-site; n n X n
(i) According to lmperial County General Plan's Seismic and Public Safeg Elementt4, uErosion Activity Map[r," Figure 3,

the proposed project site is not located within an area of substantial soil erosion or siltation on- or off-site. Therefore, any

impacts are expected to be less than significant.

(ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface

runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or
offsite;

tr n

(ii) The proposed water urcll project is not expected to substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner

which uould result in flooding on.or offsite. Any proposed grading will require drainage revieun and approval with the
lmperial County Department of Public Works. Compliance with lmperial Coun$ Department of Public Works rules and

regulations would bring any impacts to less than significant.

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed n n X n
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage

systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or;

(iii) The proposed project does not anticipate creating or contributing runoff water, which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff. As previously

stated on items (X)(c) and (X)(c)(ii) above, Any proposed grading will require drainage review and approval from the lmperial

County Public Works Department, Compliance with lmperial Gounty Public Works Department standards would ensure that
any runoff uater impacts would be reduced to less than significant.

(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? n n X tr
(iv) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential water rr'rcll to supply a future home and is

not expected to impede or redirect flood floun. According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Map

Service Genterle, Flood lnsurance Rate Map, the proposed project site is located within "Zone X" of flood map 06025C1620G,

effective September 26, 2008. Additionally, a reviewed and approved grading/drainage letter is to be required by the lmperial

County Department of Public Works. Therefore, compliance with ICDPW's standards would bring any impacts to be less than
significant.

d) ln flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of n n X n
pollutants due to project inundation?

d) The proposed project will continue with the existing residential use in the area; therefore, impacts related to risk release

of pollutants due to project inundation are considered to be low Additionally, as previously stated on item (X)(c)(iv) above,

the proposed project site is located within "Zone X" of flood map 06025C1620C. Complian* HHglt$RruNAl_ p KG
lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Department
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contribute to lower any impacts to less than significant.

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality n n X n
control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan?

e) The proposed project is forthe annual extraction of one (1) acre-foot ofuater from a proposed residential uater well, which

is not expected to conflict with or obstruct the implementation of a water quali$ control plan or sustainable groundwater

management plan. As previously stated on item (X)(c) above, the proposed project urould require a grading letter approved

by the lmperial County Public Works Department. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant,

Xl, tAllD USEAwD PLANNING Wouldtheproiect:

a) Physically divide an established community? n n n X
a) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential uaater rryell to supply a future which tt'tould

not physically divide an established community; therefore, it does not anticipate changing the existing land use designation

and zoning established. No land use nor planning impacts are expected.

b) Cause a significant environmenlal impact due to a conflict with

any land 
-use 

plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the n n X n
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

b) The proposed project is consistent with the lmperial County General Plan, Gounty's Land Use Ordinance and with the

Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan; ranter ulells are allowed with an approved Gonditional Use Permit in an R.1 zone

per Division 21 - Water Well Regulations, Section 92102.00. Additionally, per the Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan,

Section D - Waterlserr'rcr, an acre.foot of water supplies a family of five per year. Any impacts are expected to be less than

significant.

Xll. MINERALRESOURCES Would the proiect:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource

that would be of value to the region and the residents of the n n n X
state?

a) The proposed project does not anticipate the removal of mineral resources and it is not located within the boundaries of

an active mine per lmperial Coun$ General Plan's Gonservation and Open Space Elemento, "Existing Mineral Resources

Mapoe" Figure 8. No impacts are expected.

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral

resource recovery site deline'ated on a iocai general plan, n n n X
specific plan or other land use plan?

b) The proposed residential water well will not result in the loss of availability of locally-important mineral resources recovery

site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan. No impacts are expected.

Xlll. NOISE Would the proiectresultin:

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase

in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess ;-1 ! X tr
of standards established in the local general plan or noise H
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

a) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential water well. Temporary generation of nojse

would be expected during construction; however, such would not result in the generation of permanent noise beyond that

wtrich already occurs on the surrounding area. Such action would be subject to the lmperial County General Plan's Noise

Element2o which states that construction equipment operation shall be limited to the hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through

Friday, and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday. Additionally, construction noise from a single piece of equipment or

combination, shall not exceed 75 dB Leq wlren averaged over an eight (8) hour period. Compliance with lmperial County

General Plan's Noise Element would bring any impacts to less than significant.

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or EEC @RIGIIIUAL PKGgroundborne noise levels?

lmperial County Planning & DevelopmentSeruices Departnent
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b) The proposed project does not anticipate any changes to the existing and designated residential uses on the surrounding
parcels and area. Additionally, as previously stated on item (Xlll)(a) above, any construction would be subject to lmperial
Gounty General Plan's Noise Element. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or
an airport land use plan or where such a plan has not been

adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use n n X n
airport, would the project expose people residing or working in

the project area to excessive noise levels?

c)As previously stated on item (lX)(e) above, the proposed project site is located approximately 1,800 feet east of the
existing Neil Emory private airship; therefore, exposure to periodic noise emissions are expected during aircraft takeoff
and landing operations. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

XlV, POPUUTION AND HOUSING Woutdtheproject:

a) lnduce substantial unplanned population growth in an area,

either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and n n X nbusiness) or indirectly (for example, through extension of Lr
roads or other infrastructure)?

a) The proposed residential water urell construction and operation would not induce a substantial unplanned population
growth in an area, either directly or indirectly, as no changes to the designated residential use on the parcel are proposed.
Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

XV. PUBLIC SERY'CES

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical

impacts associated with the provision of new or physically

altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically

altered governmentalfacilities, the construction of which could n n X n
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain

acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services:

a) The proposed residential uater well construction and operation does not anticipate that such would result in substantial
adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered government facilities, need for new or
physically altered government facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts in order to
maintain acceptable service ratios. Any impacts would be less than significant.
1)FireProtection? n n X n
1) The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial impacts on fire protection. Any future developments may be
subject to fire sprinklers and to have either a private or a public source of water for fire suppression purposes such as
pressurized hydrants. Gompliance with ICFD would bring any impacts to less than significant.

2)PoliceProtection? n n X n
2)The proposed project is not expected to result in substantial impacts on police protection. Both the California Highway
Patrol and Sheriffs Office South County Patrol have active policing and patrol operations in the area. Any impacts are

expected to be less than significant.

3)Schools?nnnX
3) The proposed water well construction and operation is not expected to have a substantial impact on schools. No impacts
are expected.

4) Parks? ! EEC @RIGINilAL PKG

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing,

necessitating the construction of replacement housing n n X n
elsewhere?

b) The proposed project will not displace substantial numbers of people necessitating the construction or replacement
housing elsewhere as the designated residential use on the parcel is proposed to remain. Any impacts are expected to be
less than significant.

lmperial County Planning & Development Seryices Depaftnent
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4) The proposed project is not expected to create a substantial impact on parks. No impacts are expected.

5)OtherPublicFacilities? n n X n
5) The proposed residential uater rrvell is not expected to have a substantial impact on other public facilities; therefore, any

impacts are expected to be less than significant.

XVI, RECREAT'O'V

a) Would the project increase the use of the existing

neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational n n n X
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the u
facility would occur or be accelerated?

a) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential water r,,lell to supply a future home.

Subsequently, the proposed water well would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. No impacts

are expected.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the

construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might

have an adverse effect on the environment?

b) The proposed project does not include nor require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities as it would

only serve as a water supply for a future home; therefore, no impacts are expected.

XVll. TRANSPORTATION Wouldtheproject:

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing

the circulation syst6m, including transit, roaOway, bicycle and n n ! X
pedestrian facilities?

a) The proposed residential water well construction and operation is not expected to create a substantial impact to

surrounding roads nor conflicting with lmperial County General Plan's Circulation and Scenic Highway Elementt. Therefore,

no impacts are expected.

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with the CEQA n n ! X
Guidelines section 15064,3, subdivision (b)?

b) The proposed project will not conflict or be inconsistent with the GEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) as it is

not expected to have a significant transportation impact within transit priori$ areas with no proposed change on the existing
land use. Additionally, the proposed project site is located within % mile of either an existing major transit stop or a stop
along an existing high quality transit corridor. No impacts are expected.

c) Substantially increases hazards due to a geometric design

feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous-intersections) 
-or n n n X

incompatible uses (e.9,, farm equipment)?

c) The existing residential use on the proposed project's site is compatible with the lmperial County General Plan Land Use

Designation and the site design is not expected to increase hazards. Therefore, no impacts are expected.

d) Resultininadequateemergencyaccess? n n tr X
d) The proposed project would not result in inadequate emergency access. Additionally, no change on existing land use nor

zoning are proposed. Access to the proposed project site from Shell Canyon Road appears to be suitable for emergency

response vehicles. No impacts are expected.

X

XN
EEC ORIGINAL PKG

XVIII. TRIBALCULTURALRESOURCES

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the

significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public
n

lmperial County Planning & Development Seruices Departnent
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Resources Code Section 21 074 as either a site, feature, place,

cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of
the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place or object

with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and
that is:

a) According to the lmperial Gounty General Plan's Conservation and Open Space Elemento, Figure 6, the project site is
located within a "Known Area of Native American Cultural Sensitivity.od' However, on September 13,2022 the County
received an email from the Quechan Historic Preservation Oflicer stating they had no comments on this projects.

Additionally, on October 28, 2022, ICPDS received a comment lefter from the lmperial Valley Desert Museum22 advising
that on September30,2022,|VDM Executive Director, a Native American monitor, member of the Gampo Band of Mission
lndians and representative forthe Ewiiaapaay Band of Kumeyaay lndians were present atthe property (1374 Shell Canyon
Road, Ocotillo, CA) for the Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) scan to check if there exists the possibility of an accidental
discovery or disturbance of sensitive cultural materials with any new ground disturbance activity. Throughout the
process, several anomalies were noted on the property, but none located where development is proposed. IVDM advised
that with additional tribal monitors and an archeologist, a site check on the propefi in which the anomalies ulere located
will be performed. This will not impact or hinder the applicant's beginning construction at the proposed project site. lt
only ensures the possible preservation of artifacts, should they be located in the areas denoted by the GPR scan. Any
impacts are expected to be less than significant.
(i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register tr n X n

of Historical Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as define in Public Resources

Code Section 5020.1(k), or
(i)According to the Galifornia Historic Resources2l in lmperial County, the proposed project site is not listed or seem
to be eligible under the Public Resources Code Section 21074 or 5020.1 (k); therefore, any impacts are expected to
be less than significant.

(ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its n n X n
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to

be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in

subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section

5024.1. ln applying the criteria set forth is

subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section

5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the

significance of the resource to a California Native

American Tribe.
(ii) No significant resources listed as defined in the Public Resources Gode Section 5024.1 arc expected to be
impacted by the proposed residential water urell construction. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

XlX. UTILITIES AND SERVTCE SySIEMS Woutd the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water, wastewater treatment or stormwater

drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications n n X n
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant

environmental effects?

a) The proposed residential water well construction and operation does not require or result in the relocation or construction
of a new expanded water, wastewater treatment or stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas or telecommunication
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects. On September 27,2022,|GPDS received a
comment letter from the lmperial lrrigation Districtg advising the applicant should contact llD if the project requires temporary
and/or permanent electrical service. Additionally, on October 19,2022,|CPDS received a comment email from the lmperial
Gounty Division of Environmental Healthls advising the proposed project site recently received approval for the installation
of a new septic system; therefore, the applicant and the water well driller shall ensure that the selected well drilling location
maintains the appropriate setbacks from the approved septic system, which according to Title 8, Section 8.80.100 of lmperial
Gounty Ordinance, shall be located a minimum of 100 feet from the disposal area (leach lines) and 50 feet from the septic
tank. Any impacts are considered to be less than significant.

0

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project

from existing and reasonably foreseeable future development

during normal, dry and multiple dry years?
n xn

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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b) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential water well construction with a projected

annual water extraction of one (1) acre.foot, wtrich does not anticipate a change to the existing residential designation on the
parcel. Additionally, as per the Ocotillo/Nomirage Gommunity Area Plana, Section (ll)-Existing Gonditions and Trends,

Subsection (D).Water/Sewer, an acre-foot of water supplies a family of five per year. Any impacts are expected to be less than

significant.

c) Result in a determination by the waslewater treatment

provider which serves or may serve the project that it has n n X n
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in .-
addition to the provideis existing commitments?

c) As previously stated on sections (Vll)."Geology and Soils" and (XlX)(a) above, the lmperial County Division of
Environmental Health advised the proposed projectsite recently received approvalforthe installation of a newseptic system;

therefore, the applicant and the water well driller shall ensure that the selected r,,nll drilling location maintains the appropriate

setbacks from the approved septic system, wlrich according to Title 8, Section 8.80.100 of lmperial County Ordinance, shall

be located a minimum of 100 feet from the disposal area (leach lines) and 50 feet from the septic tank, Adherence to

Environmental Health Services regulations rrould bring any impact to less than significant.

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or

in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise n ! X n
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

d) Excess solid waste generation is not expected by the proposed residential water r,rlell construction. Less than significant

impacts are expected.

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and n n X n
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? H
e) All proposed projects within the County shall contract with a licensed waste hauler for waste generated by the facility. The

proposed subdivision shall comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related

to solid waste. Any impact are expected to be less than significant'

XX. WILDFIRE

lf located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the Prolect:

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or rvr t---.1

emergency evacuation plan? Ll I I ra I I

a) As previously stated on item (lXXg) - "Hazards and Hazardous Materials" above, per Cal Fire "Fire Hazard Severity Zones

in State Responsibility Areas - lmperial Countyrau adopted November 7,2007, the proposed proiect site is located in an

unincorporated Local Responsibility Area (LRA) adjacent to a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone (MFHSZ) on the west'

Developments may be subject to the inclusion of fire sprinklers and have either a private water or public source as

pressurized hydrants for fire suppression. Compliance with lmperial Coun$ Fire Department's standards would bring any

impacts to less than significant.

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate

wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupanls,, to n ! X n
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or lhe uncontrolled !
spread of a wildfire?

b) As previously stated on item ()rr[(a) above, the proposed project is adjacent to a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone

(MFHZ); therefore, impacts due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose

project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire are expected to be

less than significant with adherence and compliance of ICFD's standards.

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated

infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water

sources, powei lines or other utilities) that may exicerbate fire n n X n
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the

environment?

c) The proposed project is for the construction and operation of a new residential unter urell to supply a future home with a

projected annual water extraction of one (1) acre.foot. As previously stated on item (XX)(a) above, the proposed project site

ffliil:l.,::ij[iffi:::';?,11'Jff:tTlfl,11"1,$l pKG
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lmperial County Fire Department's standards would bring any impacts to less than significant.

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including' 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result n n X n
of runoff, poslfire slope instability, or drainage changes?

d) As previously stated on item UllXaX4) above, per lmperial Gounty General Plan's Seismic and Public Safety Elementrl,

"Landslide Activity Mapta,u Figure 2, the proposed project is located within a moderate landslide activity area. The

topography within the proposed project site is generally flat. However, any developments on the parcel will be subjected to
compliance with the latest edition of the California Building Code as r,rrell as to go through a ministerial building permit review.

Therefore, less than significant impacts are expected. Additionally, as previously stated on item (XX)(a) above, the proposed

project neighbors a Moderate Fire Hazard Severig Zone per Gal Fire's "Fire Hazard Severity Zones in State Responsibili$
Areas - lmperial Countyl8; therefore impacts related to expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope

or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runofi post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes are considered to
be less than significant.

Note: Authotity cited: Sections 21083 and 21083.05, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 65088.4, Gov. Code; Sections 21080(c), 21080.1, 21080.3, 21083,

21083,05,21083.3,21093,21094,21095, and 21151, Puhlic Resources Code; 9rffianv.hrilyof ftutucre,(1988) 202 Cal.App.3d 296; Lsetrv.l,lffieyMd
Supendnrs 0990)222Ca|.App.3d1337; EwelaCltzerstoReWcnsbbtuAv.Ctyottureka(2007)147Cal.App.4th357; P,rffitell$cllbAnffirWtuwysv.Anturwdet
Agry (200Q 116 Cal,App,4that 1109; tutFariwrsulndirytutumbmPtuv.AyailhfiydsalFwlclw (2002) 102 Cal.App.4th 656.

Revised 2009- CEQA
Revised 2011- ICPDS
Revised 2016 - ICPDS
Revised 2017 - ICPDS
Revised 2019 - ICPDS
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sEcfloN 3
III. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The following are Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines

a) Does the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self.
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant

or animal community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal, eliminate tribal
cultural resources or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are

individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable"
means that the incremental effects of a project

are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects.)

c) Does the project have environmental effects,
which will cause substantial adverse effects on

human belngs, either directly or indirectly?

n $

n

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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IV. PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED

This section identifies those persons who prepared or contributed to preparation of this document. This section is

prepared in accordance with Section 15129 of the CEQA Guidelines.

A, COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
o Jim Minnick, Director of Planning & Development Services

. MichaelAbraham, AICP, Assistant Director of Planning & Development Services

o Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager
. Gerardo A. Quero, Prolect Planner
. lmperial County Air Pollution Control District

. Department of Public Works
o Fire Department
. Ag Commissioner
o Environmental Health Services
. Sheriffs Office

B. OTHER AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS
o lmperial lnigation District
. Quechan lndian Tribe

(Written or oral comments received on the checklist prior to circulation)
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V. REFERENCES
1. lmperialCounty GeneralPlan: Circulation and Scenic Highway Element

https://www.icpds.com/assets/planninq/circulation-scenic-highway-element-200B.pdf

2. California State Scenic Highway System Map

https://caltrans.maps.arcqis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e80571 1 6f 1 aacaa

3. California Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program: lmperial County lmportant Farmland Map 2018

https://maps.conservation.ca. gov/DLRP/C I FF/

4. Ocotillo/Nomirage Community Area Plan

https://www.icpds.com/assets/planninq/community-plans/ocotillo-nomiraqe-communitv-area-plan.pdf

5. lmperial County Air Pollution Control District comment letter dated September 26,2022

6. lmperial County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element

https://www.icpds.com/assets/planninq/conservation-open-space-element-2016.pdf

a) Figure 1: Sensitive Habitat Map

b) Figure 2: Sensitive Species Map

c) Figure 5: Areas of Heighten Historic Period Sensitivity Map

d) Figure 6: Known Areas of Native American Cultural Sensitivity Map

e) Figure B: Existing Mineral Resources Map

7. National Wetlands lnventory: Surface Waters and Wetlands Map

https ://fwsprimary.wim. usgs, gov/wetlands/appsiwetlands-mapper/

8. Quechan lndian Tribe comment email dated September 13,2022

9. lmperial lnigation District comment letter dated September 27 ,2022
10. California Geological Survey Hazard Program: Alquist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zones

https://gis.data.ca.qov/maps/ee92a5f9f4ee4ec5aa73l d3245ed9f53/explore?location=32.538703%2C-

1 10.920388%2C6.00

11. California Department of Conservation: Fault Activity Map

https ://maps.conservation. ca. qov/cqs/fam/

12. United States Geological Survey's Quaternary Faults Map

httos://usos. maos.arcois.com/aoos/webaooviewer/index. html?id=5a6038b3a1 684561 a9b0aadfB84'l 2fcf

13. California Tsunami Data Maps

h ttps ://www.con servation.ca, gov/cqs/tsu n ami/maps

14. lmperial County General Plan: Seismic and Public Safety Element

https ://www, icpds.com/assets/planninq/seismic'and-public-safety, pdf

a) Figure 2: Landslide Activity Map

b) Figure 3: Erosion Activity Map

15. lmperial County Division of Environmental Heath comment email dated October 19, 2022

16. California Department of Toxic Substances Control: EnviroStor

https ://www,envirostor.dtsc,ca. qov/pu blic/

17. lmperial County Airport Land Use Compatibility Maps

https:/iwww.icpds.com/planninq/maps/airport-land-use-compatibility-maps

18. Cal Fire: Fire Hazard Severity Zones Maps - lmperial County

httos ://osfm.fire.ca. gov/media/6680/fhszs map 1 3. pdf

19. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Map Service Center: Flood lnsurance Rate Map

https://msc.fema.qov/portal/search?AddressQuery=851 %20pitzer%20road%20heber%2Oca#searchresultsanchor

20. lmperial County General Plan: Noise Element

https :i/www. icpds.com/assets/planninq/noise-elemenl201 5. pdf

2'1. California Historic Resources: lmperial County

https ://ohp, parks.ca. gov/Listed Resou rcesl?view=county&criteria= 1 3

22. lmperial Valley Desert Museum comment letter dated October 28,2022

23. "County of lmperial General Plan ElR", prepared by Brian F. Mooney & Associates in 1993;

and as Amended by County in 1996, 1998, 2001, 2003, 2006 & 2008, 2015,2016.
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Vl. NEGATIVE DECLARATION - County of lmperial

The fottowing Negative Declaration is being circulated for public review in accordance with the Califomia Environmental

Quality Acf Secfron 21091 and 21092 of the Public Resources Code.

Project Name: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) #22-0019

Project Applicant: Karen Brunell

Project Location: 1374 ShellCanyon Road, Ocotillo, AC 92259

Description of Project: The applicant is proposing to construct and operate a new residential water well to supply a

future home with a projected annual water extraction of one (1) acre-foot,

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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VII. FINDINGS

This is to advise that the County of lmperial, acting as the lead agency, has conducted an lnitial Study to
determine if the project may have a significant effect on the environment and is proposing this Negative
Declaration based upon the following findings:

The lnitial Study shows that there is no substantial evidence that the project may have a significant effect on

the environment and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

The lnitial Study identifies potentially significant effects but:

Proposals made or agreed to by the applicant before this proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration

was released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly
no significant effects would occur.

There is no substantial evidence before the agency that the project may have a significant effect on

the environment.

Mitigation measures are required to ensure all potentially significant impacts are reduced to levels of
insignificance.

A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION willbe prepared

lf adopted, the Negative Declaration means that an Environmental lmpact Reportwill not be required. Reasons

to support this finding are included in the attached Initial Study. The project file and all related documents are
available for review at the County of lmperial, Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street,
El Centro, CA92243 (4421265-1736.

NOTICE

(1)

(2)

(3)

The public is invited to the proposed Negative Declaration during the review period,

tt 1
of ick, Director of Planning & Development Services

The Applicant hereby acknowledges and accepts the results of the Environmental Evaluation Commiftee (EEC) and
hereby agrees to implement all Mitigation Measures, if applicable, as outlined inthe MMRP.

n

t1
Date
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sEcTtoN 4

vilt. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

(ATTACH DOCUMENTS, lF ANY, HERE)
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tx. MITIGATIoN MONITORING & REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP)

(ATTACH DoCUMENTS, lF ANY, HERE)

GQ\]()[S:!AllUsers\APN\033U50\074\CUP224019\EEC\|S22-0033\1S22{033 Karen Brunell.docx
EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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lmperial county Planning & Development services
Planning / Building

September 12,2022
REQUEST FOR REVIEW

AND COiTMENTS

Jim Minnick
DIRECTOR

To: County Agencies

X County Executive Office - Rosa Lopez

X nrcD - Monica Soucier/ Matt Dessert

X enS - Jeff Lamoure/ftrlario Salinas/ Jorge
Percz

X puUtic Wo*s - Guilhrmo Mendoza/John
Gay

El Ag. Commissbner- Malgo Sanchey' Carlos
Ortiz

X goad of Supervisors - Luis Plancarte -

District#2

State AgencieslOther

X tC Strerffs Offce - Ray Loera/
Manuel Dehon

XCertmeO Unified Program Agerrcy-
Robert Krug

[l gLt\fr RangerGonzalez

X Campo Band of Mission lndians -
Marcus Cuero, Jonathan Mesa

E rc firetOES Office - Andrew Loper/
Robert Malek

Cities/Other

X Coachella Valley Water District Jim
Barett

XI Ocotitto Mutual Water Company-
Board ol Directorrs

El lD - Oonald Vargas

[l Coyote Valley Mutual Water Co.- Mike
Petenson

X Cafirans -District 11- Roger Sanchez

EI FortYuma - Quechan lndian Tribe -
H. Jill McCormick/Jordan D. Joaquin

From:

Project lD:

Gerado Quero, Planne r I - (4421 265- 1 736 or &rardoquero@gq,i
Gonditecnal Use Permit #22-001 I

Prcject Location: 1374 Shell Canyon Rd. Ocotiilo CA 92259 ApN 033-250-074

Project Descriplion: Applicant proposes for lhe new construction and operation of a new residential water well to supply futun home.

Applicants: Karen Brunell

Commenbdueby: $eptember27t 2022atf:00PM

COMMENTS: (attach a vparde sieet fnecessa4/ (if no mmmenh, please slate below and mail, fax, or emailtris shmt to Case Planner)

Nune: glttL 7 Signature:

Date: .tl/zt f zoZz TelephoneNo, E-mail: ,lm i a-l
GQIAG\S:|AI|Uson1APN\033U50U74\CUP22-0019\CUP22-0019 Request for Commenb 09 2t 22 ,docx

The attached project and materials are being sent to you for your review and as an early notifrcation ttrat the following projecl is being
requesbd and being processed by the Coun$'s Planning & Development Services Department. Please review the iropised poieci
based on your agercyidepaftment area of interest, expertise, and/or jurisdiction.



Gerardo Quero

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

Quechan Historic Preservation < historicpreservation@quechantribe.com>

Monday, 12 September,202212:30 PM

Allison Galindo; Gerardo Quero
RE: CUP22-0019 Request for Comments

CAUTIOI\: This email outside our use caution.
This email is to inform you that we have no comments on this project.

From : Allison Galindo [mailto:allisongalindo@co. imperial.ca.us]
Sent: Monday, September 12,2022 10:34AM
To: Andrew Loper; Carlos Ortiz; Donald Vargas ; Guillermo Mendoza; H. Jill McCormick; Jeff Lamoure; John Gay; Jordan

D, Joaquin; Jorge Perez; Manuel Deleon; Marcus Cuero ; Margo Sanchez; Mario Salinas; Matt Dessert; Mitch Mansfield;

Monica Soucier; Ray Loera ; Robeft Malek; Rosa Lopez; Luis Plancafte; jbarrett@cvwd,org; Roger Sanchez; Robeft Krug;

cgonzalez@blm.gov; imesa@campo-nsn.gov; Marcus Cuero

Cc: Jim Minnick; Michael Abraham; Diana Robinson; Gerardo Quero; Aimee Trujillo; Allison Galindo; John Robb; Leslie

Maftinez; Maria Scoville; Melina Rizo; Rosa Soto

Subject: CUP22-0019 Request for Comments

Good morning,

Please see attached Request for Comments packet for CUPzz -oo'tglAPN o33-z 5o-o74 {tll+ Shell Canyon Rd.,

Ocotillo, CA9zz59\

Comments are due by September zTth at 5:ooPM

ln an effort to increase the efficiency at which information is distributed and reduce paper usage, the

Request for Comments packet is being sent to you via this email.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Gerardo Quero at (442) 265't736, or submit your

co m m e nt I ette rs t o I e L D S c omme n tbtters@ c o. imp eria l, ea. u s.

Thank you,

A[ftson Gaftn"do
Office Assistant lll
lmperial County Planning & Development Services
801 Main St.
Ef Centro, CA92243
(4421265-1736

1

l^ Virus-free.www.avast.com
-
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r5O SOUTIT NilNTTT STREET
ELCENTT'O,CA nA3-2850

TELEPHONE: (4{2) 265.1800
FLX2({4'2)XS-119

AIR DISTRICT

September 26,2022

Jim Minnick
Planning & Development Services Director
801 Main Street
ElCentro, CA92243

SUBJECT: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 22-OO19 - Karen Brunell

Dear Mr. Minnick:

The lmperial County Air Pollution Control District ("Air District") appreciates the opportunity to
review and comment on Condition Use Permit ("CUP") 22-0A19 ("Project") that would allow the

construction of a water well for residential purposes at 1374 Shell Canyon Road in Ocotillo,

California, also described as Assessor's Parcel Number 033-250-074-000.

The Air District would remind the applicant that all construction activities must adhere to
Regulation Vlll, which is a collection of rules, designed to limit emissions of fugitive dust to 20%

opacity. To be compliant with Air District rules the drilling equipment used to construct the water

well must meet the California Portable Equipment Registration Program ("PERP') certifications or

apply for certification from the Air District.

The Air District's rules and regulations can be found online for your review at

https://apcd.imperialcounry,org/rules-and-regulations/. Should you have any questions please

feel free to contact the Air District for assistan ce at (442) 265-1800.

lsmael

Envi ron I Coordinator I

APC

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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IID www.iid.com

Acenhs'y oJsentice. Sirrce 19lI

September 27,2022

Mr. Gerardo Quero
Planner I

Planning & Development Services Department
County of lmperial
801 Main Street
ElCentro, CA 92243

SUBJECT: K. Brunell Residential WaterWell Project, CUP22-0019

Dear Mr. Quero:

On September 12,2022,hhe lmperial lrrigation District received from the lmperial County Planning
& Development Services Department, a request for agency comments on a residential water well
project under Conditional Use Permit application No. 22-0019. The applicant, Karen Brunell,
proposes the construction of a new water well to supply a future home at 1374 Shell Canyon
Road, Ocotillo, CA (APN 033-250-074).

The llD has reviewed the application and has the following comments:

1. lf the project requires temporary and/or permanent electrical service, the applicant should
be advised to contact lgnacio Romo, llD project development service planner, at (760)
482-3426 or e-mail Mr. Romo at lGRomo@iid.com to initiate the customer service
application process. ln addition to submitting a formal application (available for download
at the district website http://www.iid.com/home/showdocument?id='12923), the applicant
will be required to submit AutoCAD site plan, electrical and utility plans, project schedule,
and the applicable fees, permits, easements and environmental compliance
documentation pertaining to the provision of electrical service to the project. The applicant
shall be responsible for all costs and mitigation measures related to providing new
electrical service to the project.

2. Electrical capacity is limited in the project area. A circuit study may be required. Any
system improvements or mitigation identified in the circuit study to enable the provision of
electrical service to the project shall be the financial responsibility of the applicant.

3. Any construction or operation on llD property or within its existing and proposed right of
way or easements including but not limited to: surface improvements such as proposed
new streets, driveways, parking lots, landscape; and all water, sewer, storm water, or any
other above ground or underground utilities; will require an encroachment permit, or
encroachment agreement (depending on the circumstances). A copy of the llD
encroachment permit application and instructions for its completion are available at
https://rrrrww.iid.com/about-iid/department-directorv/real-estate. The llD Real Estate
Section should be contacted at (760) 339-9239 for additional information regarding

EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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Gerardo Quero
September 27,2022
?age2

encroachment permits or agreements. No foundations or buildings will be allowed within
llD's right of way.

4. Any new, relocated, modified or reconstructed llD facilities required for and by the project
(which can include but is not limited to electrical utility substations, electricaltransmission
and distribution lines, water deliveries, canals, drains, etc.) need to be included as part of
the project's Callfornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and/or National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) documentation, environmental impact analysis and mitigation. Failure
to do so will result in postponement of any construction and/or modiflcation of llD facilities
until such time as the environmental documentation is amended and environmental
impacts are fully analyzed. Any and all mitigation necessary as a result of the construction,
relocation and/or upgrade of llD facilities is the responsibility of the project proponent.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 76A-482-3609 or at
dvargas@iid.com. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter.

t-
td

Compliance Administrator I I

Enrique B. Martinez - General Manager
Mike Pacheco - Manager, Water Dept.
Jamie Asbury - Manager, Energy Dept.
Constance Eergmark - Deputy Mgr. Energy Dept., Energy Business, Regulatory & Transactions Admin.
Geoffrey Holbrook - lnterim General Counsel
Michael P. Kemp - Superiniendenl, Regulatory & Environmental Compliance
Laura Cervantes. - Supervisor, Real Estate
Jessica Humes - Environmentel Project Mgr. Sr., Water Depl.
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Gerardo Quero

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subiect:
Attachments:

Jorge Perez

Wednesday, 19 October,2022 3:25 PM

Allison Galindo; Gerardo Quero
Aimee Trujillo; John Robb; Laryssa Alvarado; Maria Scoville; Melina Rizo; Rosa Soto
RE: CUP22-0019 Request for Comments
1374 Shell Canyon Road Brunell Residence OWTS Site Plan (1).pdf

Hi Allison/Gerardo,

This parcel recently received approval for the installation of a new septic system. Therefore, the applicant and the water
well driller shall ensure that the selected well drilling location maintains the appropriate setbacks from the approved
septic system, which according to Title 8, Section 8.80.100 of lmperial County Ordinance, shall be located a minimum of
100 feet from the disposal area (leach lines) and 50 feet from the septic tank. Attached is a copy of the septic system

site plan approved by our office.

Once the well is installed, the applicant will be required to conduct a water potability test to ensure the water meets
potable standards.

We have no additional comments at this time, but we reserve the right to provide additional comments as the project

moves through the entitlement and permitting process.

lf you or the applicant have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office

Regards,

Jorge A. Perez
lmperial County Division of Environmental Health

P : 442-265-1888 - C: 7 60-427 -7L9O

From: Allison Galindo <allisongalindo@co.imperial.ca.us>
Sent: Tuesday, October 18,20221:50 PM

To: Andrew Loper <Andrewloper@co.imperial.ca.us>; Robert Malek <RobertMalek@co.imperial.ca.us>; Alfredo Esffada

Jr <AlfredoEstradaJr@co.imperial.ca.us>; Guillermo Mendoza <GuillermoMendoza@co.imperial.ca.us>; John Gay

<JohnGay@co.imperial.ca.us>; Jorge Perez <JorgePerez@co.imperial.ca.us>; Jeff Lamoure
<Jefflamoure@co.imperial.ca.us>; Alphonso Andrade <AlphonsoAndrade@co.imperial.ca.us>

Cc: Aimee Trujillo <aimeetrujillo@co.imperial.ca.us>; Allison Galindo <allisongalindo@co.imperial.ca.us>; John Robb

<JohnRobb@co.imperial.ca.us>; Laryssa Alvarado <laryssaalvarado@co.imperial.ca.us>; Maria Scoville
<mariascoville@co.imperial.ca.us>; Melina Rizo <melinarizo@co.imperial.ca.us>; Rosa Soto
<RosaSoto@co.imperial.ca.us>

Subject: FW: CUP22-0019 Request for Comments

Good Afternoon,

Please see attached RequestforComments packetforCUPzz-oolglAPN o33-z jo-o74{tll+ ShellCanyon Rd.,

Ocotillo, CA9zz59\

Comments were due by September zTth at s:ooPM. lf you can please reply with any comments towards this
project. EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Gerardo Quero at(442) 265-1736, or submit your

comment I etters to KfDSeornmentl,etten@eo.imperial.ca.us.

Thank you,

Afftson Qafrn"do
Office Assistant lll
lmperial County Planning & Development Services
801 Main St.
ElCentro, CA92243
(4421265-1736

3
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n
IMPERIAL VALLEY

DesertMuseum
Imperial Countv, Calitbmia
l'C) l3<;x 245-5 lrl L-c-ntro. C.l"9224+

October 28,2022

Jim Minnick
Imperial County Planning & Development Services

801 Main St
El Centro, C492243

Re: Proposed Development at 1374 Shell Canyon Road, Ocotillo, CA92259

Dear Mr. Minnick,

The Imperial Valley Desert Museum Society, Inc. is a registered 501(cX3) nonprofit, which
operates the Imperial Valley Desert Museum (IVDM), a federally recognized curation facility and

museum, located at 11 W. Frontage Rd., Ocotillo, CA 92259. It is located immediately south of
the parcel proposed for construction by Ms. Brunell at 1374 Shell Canyon Road in Ocotillo, CA.

The mission of Imperial Valley Desert Museum is to preserve, interpret, and celebrate the deserts

of Southern California through outstanding research, collections, and educational programs. The
lands of IVDM and the surrounding region of Ocotillo and western Imperial County reside on the

traditional lands of the Kumeyaay people, which today still preserves over 10,000 years of their
history on and beneath the modern landscape.

Given the rich and documented history of indigenous activity throughout the region in antiquity,
there exists the possibility of an accidental discovery or disturbance of sensitive cultural materials
with any new gtound disturbance activity. An abundance of caution is recommended in this and

all other projects within the area of Ocotillo whenever they would require subsurface work.
Imperial Valley Desert Museum recognizes and applauds Ms. Bumell's commitment to the
preservation of the Imperial Valley's rich and diverse history.

On September 30, 2022 IVDlll{ Executive Director Kristin A'Lear, Native American monitor
Phillip Paipa, member of the Campo Band of Mission Indians and representative for the
Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians were present at the properly for the Ground Penetrating

Radar (GPR) scan. In addition to Mr. Paipa and Ms. O'Lear, Ms. Burnell, Mr. Allen Repashy, and

her contractor Robert D. Osoria were also present. The scan was performed by Ground Penetrating
Radar Systems under the supervision of project manager Mark Reynoso. Mr. Paipa and Ms. O'Lear
remained at the property for the duration of the scan, which lasted approximately two hours.

Throughout the process several anomalies were noted on the property. At this time, none of the

anomalies are located where Ms. Burnell has proposed developing on the property. Prior to the

scan, a large portion ofthe properly had been covered with gravel. As a result, the GPR scan would
be unable to indicate if any potential artifacts are present. Again, no proposed developed will be

done on the gravel. Following the conclusion of the scan IVDM, Mr. Paipa, and Ms. Bumell
received a full report on the same day.

IrnperialValleyDesertMuseurnSociety,Inc. POBox2455 ElCentlo,Cffir@ @RfGINAL PKG



Following a thorough review of the report and locations of the anomalies, IVDM is satisfied and

acoepts the result of the GPR scan performed by Ground Penetrating Radar Systems. IVDM
consents to the development of the property and that the project can proceed.

In order to be as thorough as possible Mr. Paipa and IVDM, with additional tribal monitors and an

archaeologist, will perform a site check on the areas of the property in which the anomalies were
located. This will not impact or hinder Ms. Burnell beginning construction at 1374 Shell Canyon

Road. It only ensures the possible preservation of artifacts, should they be located in the areas

denoted by the GPR scan. Ms. Burnell and IVDM Executive Director Kristin O'Lear have

previously discussed the above items and are in agreement.

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Museum at

info@.ivdesertmuseum.org or (760) 358-70 I 6.

Sincerely,

KAfvr\ d'l*^l'=
Kristin O'Lear, M.A

Executive Director, Imperial Valley Desert Museum

ImperialValley DesettMuseum Society,Inc. Po Box 2455 El Centro, C&E@ @R{GINAL PKG





, , , USEPENMff I.C. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT
801 Main Street, El Centro, CA92243 (760) 482-4236

- APPLICANT MUST COMPLETE ALL NUMBERED (hlack) SPACES - P/ease l4rc or pittt -

t I
2. (Street PO ztP.coDE -LI.n{7. T iH4T'<+€tuv
3.^ APPLICANT'SNAME. 'r r

Vr^r'ne\\ Kacen K
' 4 Y4'tiH Xwftiird' ?w th s?L 'wf_r1w) 9flfltjluz.1Fzcr)

E

t
IP

6. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.

1Ll -
SIZE OF acres cr square foo0

7 (site) q
I

8. GENERAL LOCATION (i.e. citf{own, cross street)

e. LEGAL DESCRTPToN \{&r hn\ Ln#

10. DESCRIBE PROPOSED USE OF PROPERTY (list and describe in derait)

tni9u,-: fe-I

11

12

IJ

14

DESCRIBE CURRENT USE OF PROPERTY

DESCRIBE PROPOSED SEWER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM

DESCRIBE PROPOSED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM

15 IS PROPOSED USE A EUSI
f-'l Yes VL

NESS?
No

IF YES, HOW MANY EMPLOYEES WILL BE AT THIS SITE?

PLEASE PROVIDE CLEAR & CONCISE INFORMATION ACH SEPARATE SHEET IF

lr w:l Tl-tL: lt:GAl. owNFrr {li) oF Tt'rE ABov[ PtloPHitY
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B
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Print Name Dale

Signature

APPLICATION RECEIVED BY:

APPLICATION DEEMED COMI't-EIE BY:

APPLICATION R[JECTED BY:

TENTATIVI: HEAttING BY:

FINAI ACTTON: n .APPROVIII

REEUNED ilPFORT DOCUTE}ITE

A. SITE PLAN

B. FEE

C. OTHER

D. OTHER

REVIEW / APPROVAL BY
OTHtsR DEFT'S fequired.
ll P. w.

r,: l

DAIE

DATE

DATF

I]ATE

rrA-lE
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n
n
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OES q

Nanre

CUP #

tl DENIEU
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Gerardo Quero

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Karen < karen.brunell@gmail,com >

Friday, 30 September,2022 9:18 AM
Gerardo Quero
Re: FW: Pending Documents for Water Well CUP APN 033-250-074
image001.png

{,lA ri i'}',{.}j""j ; This email outside our lease use caution.
Hello Gerardo

We estimate a one acre annual extraction for our residential home use.

Thank you in advance for your help on this project.

Karen tsrunell
ii.,a,.t?=,l'i,.i.r'.-,.,i("*i.),;1,it,1t!].,!iag]

760 912-s200
1374 Shell Canyon Road
Ocotillo CA92259

On Fri, Sep 30, 2022,9:14 AM Gerardo Quero <g,t54i,QqiLg_ejgrlicq,,!,ii,{rq"iei,:,:a;lg> wrote

fi ilr;d riic ;'r'lil'ig M r::. Lir'ir riell

{lt::i:!r} '.ir.t+ i;i+as;e Gri-;v;ri* r*e witl: ilie ir:te I Acre-Fect *f v*;;i.r:r fill ''.,t;"i1il' fi;ti.ii"e r*sirJ*rile:)

!:t *g1.; iei :; ;; li Li l- i r ;,; r: i.l:, i l.t :r i va ri ce:
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FrOm : Ka re n < i:;. i .::i,.r;i! i! i,.:,i: i;+,il i'f ,r i i,i,if j':r >

Sent: Thursday,25 August, 2022 3:03 PM
To: G e ra rd o Qu e ro <iii;, i !.'ij !-:_:,;::r !j i i".i if l-.! ir! . a l:.>

Subject: Re: FW: Pending Documents for Water Well CUP APN 033-25A-A74

fi: lli I.:lt.i.

c"-lA [ ]'E'{c-rX : This email outside our use caution.

Hello Gerardo,

Attached please find the Notarized documentation and information you requested. I Sent the originals via
FedEx Today

Project Description and Additional lnfornnation Needed:

Water Usage:

r How much water are you planning to extract in an annual basis? (Acre-Feet)

ii':iisc*9:*lrf **i*u!;*i.ii.*'rs.iri;tir'fiirta,*qf 27i?1{i gi*ilar:s F{ri"i:i!:.i;lr*.

c Are you planning on using this water to supply your future house?

Ytl:; i.f=r i:: is i'i;:. :'*i' il* ; sLr r] Lr : ii i' r rt.': i.;:;e.

Water Well Monitoring

How are you planning to monitor your annual water usage. Any meters planned?

Well Construction and Replacement:

Are you contracting a California Licensed Driller for this water well project?

a

':'ri i: Mq::il-:i r:; i'i*i::9. r,riili.:.::;,i

a

'itj1, !'siii {-iir}'tiiiy

Y€5, lil:irii: ;; ::ig1i';et! l,r):r'ililq-'i ',vrtii iil'iil i-;:'!iiii:p & p:r.iitrp,: i.i.i !i:r;

r Please be advised that your water well shall be registered with our department to comply with the existing
Groundwater Ordinance.
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Thank you for your help on this Project.

Karen Brunell

ia,:ri!:lt. !-,iri,::l: i i-'Qi::; iti.l i Li,t.:-i

1374 Shell Canyon road

Ocotillo CA92259

APN 033-2s0-074
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