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SECTION 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. PURPOSE

This document is a D policy-level, � project level Initial Study for evaluation of potential environmental impacts
resulting with the proposed Conditional Use Permit #23-0013 / Initial Study #23-0013 (Refer to Exhibit "A" & "B").

B. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) REQUIREMENTS AND THE IMPERIAL COUNTY'S
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTING CEQA

As defined by Section 15063 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and Section 7
of the County's "CEQA Regulations Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, as amended", an Initial Study is
prepared primarily to provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for determining whether an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR}, Negative Declaration, or Mitigated Negative Declaration would be appropriate
for providing the necessary environmental documentation and clearance for any proposed project.

D According to Section 15065, an EIR is deemed appropriate for a particular proposal if the following conditions
occur: 

• The proposal has the potential to substantially degrade quality of the environment.

• The proposal has the potential to achieve short-term environmental goals to the disadvantage of long-term
environmental goals.

• The proposal has possible environmental effects that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable.

• The proposal could cause direct or indirect adverse effects on human beings.

D According to Section 15070(a), a Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if the proposal would not result 
in any significant effect on the environment. 

D According to Section 15070(b), a Mitigated Negative Declaration is deemed appropriate if it is determined 
that though a proposal could result in a significant effect, mitigation measures are available to reduce these 
significant effects to insignificant levels. 

This Initial Study has determined that the proposed applications will not result in any potentially significant 
environmental impacts and therefore, a Negative Declaration is deemed as the appropriate document to provide 
necessary environmental evaluations and clearance as identified hereinafter. 

This Initial Study and Negative Declaration are prepared in conformance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act of 1970, as amended (Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et. seq.); Section 15070 of the State & County 
of lmperial's Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et. seq.); applicable requirements of the 
County of Imperial; and the regulations, requirements, and procedures of any other responsible public agency or 
an agency with jurisdiction by law. 

Pursuant to the County of Imperial Guidelines for Implementing CEQA, depending on the project scope, the County 
of Imperial Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission and/or Planning Director is designated the Lead Agency, 
in accordance with Section 15050 of the CEQA Guidelines. The Lead Agency is the public agency which has the 
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principal responsibility for approving the necessary environmental clearances and analyses for any project in the 
County. 

C. INTENDED USES OF INITIAL STUDY AND NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This Initial Study and Negative Declaration are informational documents which are intended to inform County of
Imperial decision makers, other responsible or interested agencies, and the general public of potential
environmental effects of the proposed applications. The environmental review process has been established to
enable public agencies to evaluate environmental consequences and to examine and implement methods of
eliminating or reducing any potentially adverse impacts. While CEQA requires that consideration be given to
avoiding environmental damage, the Lead Agency and other responsible public agencies must balance adverse
environmental effects against other public objectives, including economic and social goals.

The Initial Study and Negative Declaration, prepared for the project will be circulated for a period of 20 days (30-
days if submitted to the State Clearinghouse for a project of area-wide significance) for public and agency review
and comments. At the conclusion, if comments are received, the County Planning & Development Services
Department will prepare a document entitled "Responses to Comments" which will be forwarded to any
commenting entity and be made part of the record within 10-days of any project consideration.

D. CONTENTS OF INITIAL STUDY & NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This Initial Study is organized to facilitate a basic understanding of the existing setting and environmental
implications of the proposed applications.

SECTION 1

I. INTRODUCTION presents an introduction to the entire report. This section discusses the environmental
process, scope of environmental review, and incorporation by reference documents.

SECTION 2 

II. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM contains the County's Environmental Checklist Form. The checklist
form presents results of the environmental evaluation for the proposed applications and those issue areas that
would have either a potentially significant impact, potentially significant unless mitigation incorporated, less than
significant impact or no impact.

PROJECT SUMMARY, LOCATION AND EVIRONMENTAL SETTINGS describes the proposed project 
entitlements and required applications. A description of discretionary approvals and permits required for project 
implementation is also included. It also identifies the location of the project and a general description of the 
surrounding environmental settings. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS evaluates each response provided in the environmental checklist form. Each 
response checked in the checklist form is discussed and supported with sufficient data and analysis as necessary. 
As appropriate, each response discussion describes and identifies specific impacts anticipated with project 
implementation. 

SECTION 3 

Ill. MANDATORY FINDINGS presents Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of 
the CEQA Guidelines. 

IV. PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED identifies those persons consulted and involved in
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preparation of this Initial Study and Negative Declaration. 

V. REFERENCES lists bibliographical materials used in preparation of this document.

VI. NEGATIVE DECLARATION -COUNTY OF IMPERIAL

VII. FINDINGS

SECTION 4 

VIII. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS (IF ANY)

IX. MITIGATION MONITORING & REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP) (IF ANY)

E. SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

For evaluation of environmental impacts, each question from the Environmental Checklist Form is summarized
and responses are provided according to the analysis undertaken as part of the Initial Study. Impacts and effects
will be evaluated and quantified, when appropriate. To each question, there are four possible responses, including:

1. No Impact: A "No Impact" response is adequately supported if the impact simply does not apply to the
proposed applications.

2. Less Than Significant Impact: The proposed applications will have the potential to impact the environment.
These impacts, however, will be less than significant; no additional analysis is required.

3. Potentially Significant Unless Mitigation Incorporated: This applies where incorporation of mitigation
measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact".

4. Potentially Significant Impact: The proposed applications could have impacts that are considered
significant. Additional analyses and possibly an EIR could be required to identify mitigation measures that
could reduce these impacts to less than significant levels.

F. POLICY-LEVEL or PROJECT LEVEL ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This Initial Study and Negative Declaration will be conducted under a D policy-level, [gl project level analysis.
Regarding mitigation measures, it is not the intent of this document to "overlap" or restate conditions of approval
that are commonly established for future known projects or the proposed applications. Additionally, those other
standard requirements and regulations that any development must comply with, that are outside the County's
jurisdiction, are also not considered mitigation measures and therefore, will not be identified in this document.

G. TIERED DOCUMENTS AND INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

Information, findings, and conclusions contained in this document are based on incorporation by reference of tiered
documentation, which are discussed in the following section.

1. Tiered Documents

As permitted in Section 15152(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, information and discussions from other documents
can be included into this document. Tiering is defined as follows:

"Tiering refers to using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader EIR (such as the one prepared
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for a general plan or policy statement) with later EIRs and negative declarations on narrower projects; 
incorporating by reference the general discussions from the broader EIR; and concentrating the later EIR or 
negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later project." 

Tiering also allows this document to comply with Section 15152(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, which discourages 
redundant analyses, as follows: 

"Agencies are encouraged to tier the environmental analyses which they prepare for separate but related 
projects including the general plans, zoning changes, and development projects. This approach can eliminate 
repetitive discussion of the same issues and focus the later EIR or negative declaration on the actual issues 
ripe for decision at each level of environmental review. Tiering is appropriate when the sequence of analysis 
is from an EIR prepared for a general plan, policy or program to an EIR or negative declaration for another 
plan, policy, or program of lesser scope, or to a site-specific EIR or negative declaration." 

Further, Section 15152(d) of the CEQA Guidelines states: 

"Where an EIR has been prepared and certified for a program, plan, policy, or ordinance consistent with the 
requirements of this section, any lead agency for a later project pursuant to or consistent with the program, 
plan, policy, or ordinance should limit the EIR or negative declaration on the later project to effects which: 

(1) Were not examined as significant effects on the environment in the prior EIR; or

(2) Are susceptible to substantial reduction or avoidance by the choice of specific revisions in the project, by
the imposition of conditions, or other means."

2. Incorporation By Reference

Incorporation by reference is a procedure for reducing the size of EIRs/MND and is most appropriate for
including long, descriptive, or technical materials that provide general background information, but do not
contribute directly to the specific analysis of the project itself. This procedure is particularly useful when an
EIR or Negative Declaration relies on a broadly-drafted EIR for its evaluation of cumulative impacts of related
projects (Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation v. County of Los Angeles [1986, 177 Ca.3d 300]). If an EIR
or Negative Declaration relies on information from a supporting study that is available to the public, the EIR
or Negative Declaration cannot be deemed unsupported by evidence or analysis (San Francisco Ecology
Center v. City and County of San Francisco [1975, 48 Ca.3d 584, 595]). This document incorporates by
reference appropriate information from the "Final Environmental Impact Report and Environmental
Assessment for the "County of Imperial General Plan EIR" prepared by Brian F. Mooney Associates in 1993
and updates.

When an EIR or Negative Declaration incorporates a document by reference, the incorporation must comply
with Section 15150 of the CEQA Guidelines as follows:

• The incorporated document must be available to the public or be a matter of public record (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15150[a]). The General Plan EIR and updates are available, along with this document,
at the County of Imperial Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA
92243 Ph. (442) 265-1736.

• This document must be available for inspection by the public at an office of the lead agency (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15150[b]). These documents are available at the County of Imperial Planning &
Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243 Ph. (442) 265-1736.

• These documents must summarize the portion of the document being incorporated by reference or briefly
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describe information that cannot be summarized. Furthermore, these documents must describe the 
relationship between the incorporated information and the analysis in the tiered documents (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15150[c]). As discussed above, the tiered EIRs address the entire project site and 
provide background and inventory information and data which apply to the project site. Incorporated 
information and/or data will be cited in the appropriate sections. 

• These documents must include the State identification number of the incorporated documents (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15150[d]). The State Clearinghouse Number for the County of Imperial General Plan
EIR is SCH #93011023.

• The material to be incorporated in this document will include general background information (CEQA
Guidelines Section 15150[n). This has been previously discussed in this document.
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II. Environmental Checklist 

1. Project Title: Conditional Use Permit #23-0013 I Initial Study #23-0013 for Phoenix 1, LLC

2. Lead Agency: Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department

3. Contact person and phone number: Derek Newland, Planner 111, (442)265-1736, ext. 1756

4. Address: 801 Main Street, El Centro CA, 92243

5. E-mail: dereknewland@co.imperial.ca.us

6. Project location: 2300 Farr Rd, Brawley, CA 92227

7. Project sponsor's name and address: Arnold Wolf; Phoenix 1, LLC

8. General Plan designation: Agriculture

4001 Kennett Pike, Suite 302, Wilmington, Delaware 

9. Zoning: A-2-R (General Agriculture/Rural Zone) and A-3 (Heavy Agriculture)

10. Description of project: The project consists of the reworking of two (2) existing previously permitted geothermal
wells located on two (2) existing well pads and the laying of 8 inch pipe from one well to the other over actively disturbed
farmland and existing roads. The project is temporary with the well work over period being proposed for two (2) weeks
and the well testing period being proposed for twelve ( 12) weeks. The project will require the use of a drill rig, cement
and pump trucks, water storage tanks, portable cooling tanks and temporary housing and working trailers. After the
duration of the project all equipment will be removed from the site with monitoring equipment potentially being left
behind in order to monitor well temperature.

11. Surrounding land uses and setting: The project is surrounded all sides by actively farmed agricultural fields,
irrigation canals and drains, and sparsely inhabited with the nearest habitable structure over one (1) mile from either
existing well pad.

12. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or participation
agreement.): Imperial County Air Pollution Control District, 11D, Imperial County Public Works

13. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area requested
consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that
includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures
regarding confidentially, etc.?

The AB 52 Notice of Opportunity to consult was mailed via certified mail to the Quechan Indian Tribal Governments 
and the Campo Band of Mission Indians on June 6, 2023 for their review and comment. No response was received 
from either. 

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and 
project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse 
impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental review 
process. (See Public Resources Code, Section 21080.3.2). Information may also be available from the 
California Native American Heritage Commission's Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code, Section 
5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of 
Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code, Section 21082.3 (c) contains provisions 
specific to confidentiality. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact 
that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

D Aesthetics 
• • 

D Agriculture and Forestry Resources O Air Quality 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Biological Resources 

Geology /Soils 
.. - -

Hydrology / Water Quality 

Noise 

Recreation 

Utilities/Service Systems 

D 

tJ 

D 

tJ 

D 

D 

Cultural Resources D 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions tJ 

Land Use / Planning D 

Population / Housing ti 

Transportation D 

Wildfire D 

Energy 

Hazards & Hazardous Materials 

Mineral Resources 

Public Services 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

-- - --

Mandatory Findings of Significance 

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE (EEC) DETERMINATION 

After Review of the Initial Study, the Environmental Evaluation Committee has: 

D Found that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DE CLARA TION,will be prepared. 

D Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. 
A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

D Found that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required. 

D Found that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document 
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier 
analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze 
only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

D Found that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to 
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing 
further is required. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE DE MINIMIS IMPACT FINDING: 0 Yes O No 

EEC VOTES 

PUBLIC WORKS 

ENVIRONMENT AL HEAL TH SVCS 

OFFICE EMERGENCY SERVICES 

APCD 

AG 

SHERIFF DEPARTMENT 

ICPDS 

YES 

TI 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

NO 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

ABSENT 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

Jim Minnick, Director of Planning/EEC Chairman Date: 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 

A. Project Location: The project site is located at 2300 Farr Rd, Brawley, CA 92227. The project parcels are
identified as 039-080-004-000, 039-080-005-000 and 039-080-006-000. They are legally described as TR 43 EXC S
100 FT THEREOF T13S R16E 289.54 AC S.B.B.M. (APN 039-080-004-000), POR PAR 1 LLA#281 ALSO BEING
N3/4 E2 NE4 SEC 20 T13S R16E 60AC S.B.B.M (APN 039-080-005-000), and POR PAR 3 LLA#281 ALSO BEING
S4 E2 NE4 & POR SE4 SEC 20 T13S R16E 82.50 AC S.B.B.M. (039-080-006-000).

B. Project Summary: The project consists of the reworking of two (2) existing previously permitted geothermal wells
located on two (2) existing well pads and the laying of 8 inch pipe from one well to the other over actively disturbed
farmland and existing roads. The project is temporary with the well work over period being proposed for two (2) weeks
and the well testing period being proposed for twelve (12) weeks. The project will require the use of a drill rig, cement
and pump trucks, water storage tanks, portable cooling tanks and temporary housing and working trailers. After the
duration of the project all equipment will be removed from the site with monitoring equipment potentially being left
behind in order to monitor well temperature.

C. Environmental Setting: The proposed project is located on two (2) existing previously permitted well pads which
are on two separate parcels (039-080-004 & 006-000). They will be connected by an 8-inch pipe that will be laid across
actively disturbed farmland on all three parcels and across Farr Road and Irvine Road. Assessor's Parcels 039-080-
004 & 005-000 are zoned A-2-R (General Agriculture/Rural Zone) and 039-080-006-000 is zoned A-3 (Heavy
Agriculture). The surrounding lands are actively farmed agricultural fields with the nearest structures are over 1 mile
away from either well pad.

D. Analysis: The proposed project consists of the reworking of two (2) existing previously permitted geothermal
wells located on two (2) existing well pads and the laying of 8 inch pipe from one well to the other over actively
disturbed farmland and existing roads. The project is located within the Agriculture designation within Imperial
County's General Plan. The existing wells and well pads are an allowed use within both the A-2-R and -A-3 zone
designations with an approved Conditional Use Permit per the Imperial County Land Use Ordinance, Sections
90508.02 and 90509.02, as is the proposed reworking and testing of the wells.

E. General Plan Consistency: The proposed project is located on land designated within the County's General
Plan as "Agriculture" and could be found consistent with the General Plan as the existing wells and well pads are an
allowed use within both the A-2-R and -A-3 zone designations with an approved Conditional Use Permit per the
Imperial County Land Use Ordinance, Sections 90508.02 and 90509.02, as is the proposed reworking and testing of
the wells.
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Exhibit "B" 

Site Plan/Tract Map/etc. 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately supported by the
information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A "No Impact" answer is
adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not
expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as
well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than
significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be
significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an
EIR is required.

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant
Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be
cross-referenced).

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect
has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(0). In this case, a
brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of

and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether
such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,"
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential
impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document
should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects
in whatever format is selected.

9) The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance

Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department 
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I. AESTHETICS

II. 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista or scenic 
highway? □ □ □ lZl 

a) The project is not located near a scenic vista or scenic highway that has been identified as either a federal, state, or county
scenic vista. Therefore, no impacts are expected.

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not 
limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within D D lZJ 0 
a state scenic highway? 
b) The project being proposed consists of reworking 2 existing geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and
pipeline being laid on actively farmed farmland for temporary flow and resource testing of the existing wells. No new
construction or development is being proposed outside of the existing well pad areas, disturbed agriculture land or roadways.
The project area does not have substantial scenic or visual resources. The surrounding area is sparsely populated and
consists of majority agricultural fields with desert to the east. Due to the temporary nature of the well reworking and testing,
and the project not being located near a state scenic highway, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its 
surrounding? (Public views are those that are experienced 
from publicly accessible vantage point.) If the project is in an 
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable 
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality? 

□ □ lZl □ 

c) The equipment and vehicles including drilling rigs can be seen from Farr Rd., Irvine Rd., and Shank Dr. which have light
traffic that is mostly agricultural in nature with large agricultural machines and agricultural workers commuting between
works sites. The drilling rigs are anticipated to be on site for 2 weeks with other equipment remaining onsite for an additional
anticipated 12-weeks for flow and resource testing that would not be out of place in an area with varying levels of farm
equipment, buildings and homes scattered throughout the area. In addition, during the testing phase of the project steam
plumes may be seen from the project site which is not an unusual site for the region. Due to the temporary nature of the
project and lack of substantial scenic or visual resources any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Create· a new source of substantial light or glare which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? □ □ lZl □ 

d) Well workover operations will run 24 hours a day and would require onsite lighting for the drill rig and other areas of the
well pad for safety. All lighting sources will be required to be focused on the working area and shielded from directly shining
out from the project site to prevent being able to directly see the light sources at substantial distances. The project is being
proposed to run a total of 14 weeks on 2 well pad locations that are +/- 4,000 feet apart and will not be creating a permanent
source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area. Any impacts are expected
to be less than significant.

AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES 

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to 
use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant 
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding 
the state's inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest 
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. -Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring D D lZJ 0 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

a) The project consists of reworking and testing 2 geothermal wells on 2 existing well pads with approximately 1 mile
of 8-inch piping being temporarily laid out over private farmland and public road crossing over Farr Rd. and Irvine
Rd. The project as proposed is temporary in nature and will not be permanently converting any farmland to non
agricultural use. Any impacts are considered less than significant.

Imperial County Planning & Development Services Deparlmenl 
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Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
D D rv, D Williamson Act Contract? IC:>I 

b) The project properties are zoned A-2-R (General Agriculture/Rural Zone) and A-3 (Heavy Agriculture) which allows for the
existing geothermal test wells that are proposed to be reworked and tested with an approved Conditional Use Permit and
there are no current/active Williamson Act Contracts in Imperial County. Therefore, the project will not conflict with existing
zoning for agricultural use or Williamson Act Contracts and any impacts would be considered less than significant.

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest 
land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(9)), 
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section D D O � 
4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined 
by Government Code Section 51104(9))? 
c) The project properties are zoned A-2-R (General Agriculture/Rural Zone) and A-3 (Heavy Agriculture) which allows for the
existing geothermal test wells that are proposed to be reworked and tested with an approved Conditional Use Permit. The
project will not conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land, timberland or timberland zoned Timberland
Production. No impacts are expected.

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to 
non-forest use? □ □ □ � 

d) The project is located on agricultural lands on existing well pads and is proposed as a temporary 14-week project.
Therefore, no impacts are expected.

Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due 
to their location or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land 
to non-forest use? 

□ □ [8J □ 

e) As stated in sections II-a and b, the project is located in lands zoned for agriculture and consists of reworking existing
wells on existing well pads with the temporary running of an 8-inch pipe temporarily on over agriculture fields and roadways
and will not result int eh permanent conversion agriculture or forest land to non-agriculture or forest use. Any impacts are
expected to be less than significant.

Ill. AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution control district may be 
relied upon to the following determinations. Would the Project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? □ □ [8J □ 

a) The project will be required by the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District (ICAPCD) to obtain an Authority to
Construct permit per ICAPCD comment letter dated June 20, 20231 , which would prevent any conflict with or obstruction of 
implementation of the applicable air quality plan. Any impacts would be considered less than significant. 

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment 
under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard? 

□ □ [8J □ 

b) The project will be required to obtain an Authority to Construct Permit as stated in section Ill-a above and will be required
to comply with all rules and regulations as required by ICAPCD including Regulation VIII to control fugitive dust emissions.
With compliance of ICAPCD rules and regulations and to due to the temporary nature of the project any impacts are expected
to be less than significant.

Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutants 
D D [8J D concentrations? 

c) There are few sensitive receptors within the project area. The project is located in an area composed of predominately of
agricultural fields with a few scattered homes and agricultural equipment storage yards located up to +/. 1 mile away from
either existing well pads. With compliance with the ICAPCD rules and regulations as stated above it is expected that any
impacts would be considered less than significant.

1 Imperial County Air Pollution Control District comment letter dated June 20, 2023
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d) The well workover and testing activities would result in emissions which will include NOx, carbon monoxide (CO),
particulate matter (PM), and sulfur dioxide. The area is sparsely inhabited and compliance with the required ICAPCD
Authority to Construct permit would mitigate the emissions of particulates and gasses. In addition, the project is temporary
with a proposed 14-week period. Any impacts are anticipated to be less than significant.

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,

b) 

c) 

sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, D C8] D D 
policies or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

a) According to the Conservation and Open Space Element of the Imperial County General Plan2 the project is within 2 miles
of the flat-tailed horned lizard distribution model but not within the species management area. Additionally, the flat-tailed
horned lizard prefers the desert habitat off to the east outside of the central agricultural area of the County.

The project however, is located in the burrowing owl distribution model. A Biological Survey Report dated August 16, 20233 

identified 4 active burrowing owl burrows located around the Orita 4 well. 

Mitigation measures per the survey letter include: 

810-1: Avoiding project activities during the nesting season (February 1-August 31) and conducting project activities
as far from existing burrows as possible outside of the nesting season (September 1 - January 21). 

810-2: A biologist will be required to be onsite to determine if the burrows are active during project activities and monitor
the burrowing owls at burrows located at the well pads for signs of distress during equipment mobilization and 
the first day of well workover activities. Hay or straw bales may be installed between the burrows and project 
activities to reduce the potential for disturbance to owls from project activities. The biologist should monitor the 
burrowing owls weekly and if the biologist determines that the project does not cause disturbance or distress for 
owls, the monitoring may cease on approval from the County. 

In addition to burrowing owl observation, should the onsite biologist observe any other protected species nesting (i.e .. 
Mourning doves, migratory birds etc.) the County would need to be notified before further action can be taken. 

The project is a temporary action lasting 14 weeks as proposed. It is expected that observation and mitigation measures 
along with the temporary nature of the project would make any impacts less than significant. 

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

□ □ □ 

b) The project is along canals and drains which have not been identified as a sensitive riparian habitat or sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plan, policies, regulations, or by the California Depart of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal 
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

□ □ 

c) The project is not located near any state or federally protected wetlands. No impacts are expected.

□ 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 

□ □ □ 

2 Imperial County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element
3 Phoenix Orita 2 and Orita 4 Well Testing Activities-Survey Letter Report, Panorama Environment, Inc., August 16, 2023
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d) The project location is subject to migratory birds. Per observation method and mitigation measures outlined in section
IV-a above, any impacts would be expected to be less than significant.

Conflict with any local policies or ordinance protecting 
biological resource, such as a tree preservation policy or D D 1Z! D 
ordinance? 
e) The project complies with Imperial County's Title 9, Land Use Ordinance with an approved Conditional Use Permit and
consists of existing geothermal test wells and well pads with piping being laid on disturbed land. Impacts are expected to be
less than significant.

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or 
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

□ □ □ 

f) The project will not conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or stat habitat conservation plan. The project is consistent with Imperial County's
Title 9, Land Use Ordinance with an approved Conditional Use Permit consists of reworking existing geothermal test wells
and well pads with piping being laid on disturbed land. Impacts are expected to be less than significant.

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES Would the project:

a) 

b) 

c) 

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource pursuant to §15064.5? □ □ □ 

a) The project is not expected to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to
§15064.5. The project is being conducted on existing, previously permitted geothermal test wells on existing well pads with
piping being laid over actively disturbed farmland and roadways. Request for comments per AB-52 were sent to both the
Campo Band of Mission Indians and Quechan Indian Tribe on June 06, 2023, and no comments were received from either.
No impacts are expected.

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5? □ □ □ 

b) The project is not expected to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to §15064.5. The project is being conducted on existing, previously permitted geothermal test wells on existing
well pads with piping being laid over actively disturbed farmland and roadways. Request for comments per AB52 were sent
to both the Campo Band of Mission Indians and Quechan Indian Tribe on June 6, 2023, and no comments were received from
either. No impacts are expected.

Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside 
of dedicated cemeteries? □ □ □ 

c) The project is not expected to disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries. The
project is being conducted on existing, previously permitted geothermal test wells on existing well pads with piping being
laid over actively disturbed farmland and roadways. Request for comments per AB-52 were sent to both the Campo Band of 
Mission Indians and Quechan Indian Tribe on June 6, 2023, and no comments were received from either. No impacts are 
expected.

VI. ENERGY Would the project:

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy O D 1Z! 0 
resources, during project construction or operation?

a) The project as proposed is a temporary use consisting of well workover and testing actions over a proposed
14-week period. The project will require fuel to power equipment and a generator to provide power to the site
during the well workover and testing phases of the project. There is no proposed permanent energy
consumption and energy use related to project will cease once well testing is completed. Any impacts are
expected to be less than significant.

Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department 
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b) The project will not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. The project
is proposed for a temporary 14-week period and consists of geothermal well reworking of 2 wells on 2 existing well pads and
the lay down of piping over actively disturbed agricultural land and roadways. Any impacts are expected to be less than
significant.

VII. GEOLOGY AND SOILS Would the project:

a) 

b) 

c) 

Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse 
effects, including risk of loss, injury, or death involving: □ □ [8J □ 

a) The project as proposed is a temporary project lasting 14 weeks and consists of reworking geothermal test wells located
on existing well pads and the laying of pipes over roadways and actively disturbed agriculture fields. The project will have a
drilling rig and support equipment with a few habitable structures that will require building permits and to comply with
California Building Code. It is not anticipated that the project will directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse
effect, including risk of loss, injury or death. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on 
the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning 
Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based D D 1:8:1 D 
on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42? 
1) Imperial County is subject to earthquakes regardless of location. The project site is located+/- 9.3 miles northeast
from the nearest fault zone per the California Geologic Survey Hazard Program: Alquist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zones map4.
Any temporary structures will require building permits and comply with California Building Codes. Any impacts are
expected to be less than significant.

Strong Seismic ground shaking? D D l:8J D 
2) While temporary trailers are proposed on-site, they will require building permits and comply with the California
Building Code. The majority of the people on the work site will be in a relatively open area with minimum risk from
falling structures or equipment. Any impacts from strong seismic ground shaking are expected to be less than
significant.

Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction 
and seiche/tsunami? □ □ 1:8:1 □ 

3) The project will have few habitable temporary structures (manufactured office/homes) which will require building
permits and comply with California Building Codes. In addition, the project is temporary with a proposed and primary
work will be done on existing well-pads. While seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction is a small
possibility due the seismic susceptibility of the region Due to the temporary nature of the project and limited habitable
structures any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Landslides? D D D 1:8:1 
4) The project is located in a flat area surrounded by agricultural fields and will not be subjected to potential landslides.
No impacts are expected.

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? D D l:8J D 
b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and
the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields. No new wells or disturbance of previously
disturbed land is proposed. Movement of vehicles and temporary placement of equipment and manufactured offices/homes
may include minor disturbance of previously disturbed but would not result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil.
Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or that 
would become unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or off-site landslides, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

□ □ □ 

c) The project consists of the reworking of 2 previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and

4 California Geologic Survey Hazard Program: Alquist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zones
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the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields. The existing well pads have not been 
altered or disturbed since the previously permitted drilling and testing project was conducted. The project consists of 
uninhabited equipment as well as manufactured office/homes that will require building permits and comply with the California 
Building Code. The existing pads are not located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or that would become unstable 
as a result of the temporary project and would not potentially result in on or off-site landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Be located on expansive soil, as defined in the latest Uniform 
Building Code, creating substantial direct or indirect risk to life D D IZ] D 
or property? 
d) The project consists of the reworking of 2 previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and
the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields. The existing well pads have not been
altered or disturbed since the previously permitted drilling and testing project was conducted. The project consists of
uninhabited equipment as well as manufactured office/homes that will require building permits and to comply with the
California Building Code which will be on-site temporarily for a proposed 14-week period. The existing well pads are not
located on expansive soil and will not create substantial direct or indirect risk to life or property. Therefore, any impacts
would be expected to be less than significant.

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

□ □ IZl □ 

e) The project consists of the reworking of 2 previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and
the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a proposed 14
weeks. The existing well pads have not been altered or disturbed since the previously permitted drilling and testing project
was conducted. The project consists of uninhabited equipment as well as manufactured office/homes that will require
building permits and comply with the California Building Code. Portable sanitation facilities are proposed for management
and removal of sanitation waste which is common in agricultural areas. While the potential for spillage exists, the effects
would be at surface level are expected to be minor. Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource 
or site or unique geologic feature? □ □ □ IZl 

f) The project consists of the reworking of 2 previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and
the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a proposed 14
weeks. No new disturbance of undisturbed land is proposed. Therefore, the project is not expected to directly or indirectly
destroy a unique paleontological resource or site, or unique geologic feature and no impacts are expected.

VIII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION Would the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the D D IZ] D 
environment?
a) The well workover and testing activities would result in emissions which will include NOx, carbon monoxide (CO),
particulate matter (PM), and sulfur dioxide. The project will be required to obtain an ICAPCD Authority to Construct permit a
comply with all ICAPCD rules and regulations which would mitigate the emissions of greenhouse gasses. In addition, the
project is temporary for a proposed 14-week period. Any impacts are anticipated to be less than significant.

b) Conflict with an applicable plan or policy or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse D D IZ] D 
gases?
b) The project will not conflict with any applicable plan or policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases. The project is temporary in nature and would be required to obtain an Authority to Construct
permit from ICAPCD and comply with their rules and regulations. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous D D IZ] D 
materials?
a) The project consists of the reworking and testing of 2 previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing
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well pads. During both the reworking and testing portion of the project there will be potentially hazardous and hazardous 
substances on-site for the use in the well clean out and testing phases. These materials will be used on-site and any unused 
material will be taken off-site at the end of the project. The project is located in an area that is predominately agriculture 
fields and is sparsely inhabited and is temporary project with a proposed 14-weeks of operation. The project will be required 
to comply with any rules, regulations or permits required by either the Imperial County Fire Department or Imperial County 
Environmental Health Division as well as to report the storage of the substances and their amounts to the Certified Unified 
Program Agencies (CUPA). It is expected that compliance with any required rules and regulations as well as the temporary 
nature of the operation, that the project will not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the 
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonable foreseeable upset and accident conditions 

D O [8J 0 involving the release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 
b) As stated above in IX-a, the project will have hazardous and potentially hazardous materials on-site with the project located
in a sparsely inhabited area surrounded by predominately agricultural fields. While there is a chance of an accident on-site
that may result in the release of hazardous materials, the effects would be expected to be limited and would not create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonable foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving
the release of hazardous materials into the environment. Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than expected.

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter O O [8J 0 
mile of an existing or proposed school? 
c) The project is located in a sparsely inhabited area of the County which is predominately agricultural fields. The nearest
school is Mulberry Elementary which is located +/. 4. 7 miles northwest of the Orita 2 well pad which is the northern most
existing well site of the project. Any impacts from unmitigated emissions of hazardous materials from the site due to
unforeseen circumstances is expected to be less than significant.

Be located on a site, which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment? 

□ □ □ [8J 

d) The project consists of existing previously permitted geothermal test wells located on existing well pads as well as the
laying of pipe across existing roads and actively disturbed agricultural lands and are they are not located on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous materials sites that would create a significant hazard to the public or the environment and no
impacts are expected.

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety O O [8J D 
hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the 
project area? 
e) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively fanned agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project locations is sparsely inhabited and is not within an airport land use plan. The nearest airport
is in the City of Brawley located +/- 9.6 miles to the west of the project and project is not expected to result in a safety hazard
or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation D D [8J D 
plan? 
f) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively fanned agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project will not impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a 
D D [8J D significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires? 

g) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. There are no structures within ½ mile of either well pad and the surrounding lands are agricultural fields.
There is a reasonable expectation that the project would not expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a
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significant risk loss, injury or death involving wildland fires and any impacts are expected to be less than significant. 

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY Would the project:

a) 

b) 

c) 

Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or D D 12:J D 
ground water quality? 
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously pennitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The existing wells were permitted and drilled for the same use as the proposed project and the existing
well pads were constructed to include a stormwater containment basin which will remain functional throughout the project.
The project as proposed does not violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or ground water quality and any impacts would be expected to be less than significant.

Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project 
may impede sustainable groundwater management of the 
basin? 

□ □ 12:1 □ 

b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project does not propose nor intend to extract ground water, and there does not appear to an impact
to ground water supplies. Any impacts would be considered less than significant.

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream 
or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner which would: 

□ □ 12:1 □ 

c) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project does not propose any new expansion of the well pads or new disturbance of land that would
substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream
or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces. Any impacts would be considered less than significant.

(i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; D D 12:J D 
(i) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing

well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a 
proposed 14 weeks. The project does not propose any expansion or change to the existing well pads nor does it propose 
any new disturbance of land that may result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off-site due to drainage. Any impacts 
would be expected to be less than significant. 

(ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or O D 12:J 0 
offsite;

(ii) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing
well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a 
proposed 14 weeks. The project would not substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on or off-site. The existing wells pads were built with retention basins alongside the pads that will 
remain intact and functional during the duration of the project. Any impacts would be considered less than significant. 

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage
systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or;

□ □ 12:1 □ 

(iii) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on 
existing well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary 
period of a proposed 14 weeks. While a potential for runoff water is possible due to the well reworking activities, the existing 
well pads have retention basins which would be utilized for that runoff. Therefore, it is not expected that the project will create 
or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide 
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(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? D D [gl D 
(iv) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing

well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a 
proposed 14 weeks. The project does not propose any expansion of the well pads nor any new disturbance of land that could 
potentially impede or redirect flood flows. Any impacts would be considered less than significant. 

In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of 
pollutants due to project inundation? □ □ □ 

d) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project is located in Zone X "areas determined to be outside the 0.2% annual chance floodplain" of
the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel No. 0600651075C5 and is not in a tsunami or seiche zone. Therefore, the project 
would not be anticipated to risk release of pollutants due to project inundation. Any impacts would be expected to be 
considered less than significant. 

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality 
D D D [gl 

control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan? 
e) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management plan. No impacts are anticipated.

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING Would the project:

a) 

b) 

Physically divide an established community? D D D [gl 
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project will not physically divide an established community, no impacts are expected.

Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with 
any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the O O O [gl 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 
b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The proposed project as well as the previously permitted project is an allowed use with an approved
Conditional Use Permit and will not conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding
or mitigating an environmental effect. No impacts are expected.

XII. MINERAL RESOURCES Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource
that would be of value to the region and the residents of the O D O [gl 
state?
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The existing wells and well pads have a small footprint of just over+/- 2 acres each and have not and
will not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of
the state. No impacts are expected.

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, □ □ □ 

5 FEMA Flood Map Service Center
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b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The existing wells and well pads have a small footprint of just over+/- 2 cares each and have not and
will result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan,
specific plan or other land use plan. No impacts are expected.

XIII. NOISE Would the project result in:

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase
in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess

D [8J D D of standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?
a) The project may produce noise levels between 90-110 decibels. Title 9, Division 7: Noise Control and Abatement
Ordinance, Section 90702.00 "Sound Level Limits" A-5) Manufacturing, all other Industrial, including Agricultural & Extraction
Industry may not cause noise above a one hour average sound level of 70 decibels. Additionally, Title 9, Division 17:
Renewable Energy Resources, Section 91703.01 "Drilling Standards", Subsection B "Noise Limitation", each operator shall
limit drilling noise to a sound level equivalent to CNEL 65 dB(A). However, that sound limit may be exceeded by ten percent
if the noise is intermittent and during daylight hours only.

In order to maintain acceptable average noise levels, noise mitigation measures are as follows: 

NOl-1: If applicable, the project would be required to use mufflers on noise producing equipment that does not already 
have that equipment installed. 

NOl-2: The well pads can erect haybales along the edges of the well pads on the sides to the closest property lines. On 
039-080-004-000 this would be the southern boundary and 039-080-006-000 this would be the western and
southern boundary.

While the area is sparsely inhabited there is still the possibility of excessive noise effecting agricultural workers in the area 
as well as potential wildlife. It is expected that adherence to Title 9, Division 7 and 17 along with the mitigation measures, 
would bring any noise impacts to less than significant. 

b) Generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-
D D [8J D borne noise levels?

b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. During the well workover period the generation of ground-borne vibration and noise is possible but
would be intermediate and not expected to be excessive. Any impacts would be anticipated to be less than significant.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or
an airport land use plan or where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use D D [8J 0 
airport, would the project expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise levels?
c) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project location is sparsely inhabited and is not within an airport land use plan. The nearest airport
is in the City of Brawley located +/- 9.6 miles to the west of the project and project is not expected to result in excessive noise
for people residing or working in the project area, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING Would the project:

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area,
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and

D D D [8J 
business) or indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. Therefore, the project will not induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly
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necessitating the construction of replacement housing D D D [8J 
elsewhere?
b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project area is sparsely inhabited and therefore, would not displace substantial numbers of existing
people or housing, necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere. No impacts are expected.

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could D D [8J D 
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services:
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. As the project is temporary in nature and no new expansion is proposed it is not expected that the
project would result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered
governmental facilities or create the need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services. Any impacts would be considered less than significant.

1) Fire Protection? D D [8J D 
1) As stated in XV-a, the project duration is for a temporary 14-week period and consists of reworking 2 existing previously
permitted wells with pipe connecting the wells being laid out over existing roadways actively farmed agricultural fields. The
Imperial County Fire Department was given the opportunity to comment on the project and a "no comments" comment letter
dated June 28, 2023 was received. While fire protection services could potentially be required any impacts from the project
would be considered less than significant.

2) Police Protection? D D [8J D 
2) As stated in XV-a, the project duration is for a temporary 14-week period and consists of reworking 2 existing previously
permitted wells with pipe connecting the wells being laid out over existing roadways actively farmed agricultural fields. The
Imperial County Sheriff's Office was given the opportunity to comment on the project and no comments were received. While
police protection services could potentially be required any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

3) Schools? D D O [8J 
3) As stated in XV-a, the project duration is for a temporary 14-week period and consists of reworking 2 existing previously
permitted wells with pipe connecting the wells being laid out over existing roadways actively farmed agricultural fields. There
are no anticipated impacts to schools.

4) Parks? D D D [8J 
4) As stated in XV-a, the project duration is for a temporary 14-week period and consists of reworking 2 existing previously
permitted wells with pipe connecting the wells being laid out over existing roadways actively farmed agricultural fields. There
are no anticipated impacts to Parks.

5) Other Public Facilities? D D D [8J 
5) As stated in XV-a, the project duration is for a temporary 14-week period and consists of reworking 2 existing previously
permitted wells with pipe connecting the wells being laid out over existing roadways actively farmed agricultural fields. Due
to the temporary nature of the project and scope of work there no anticipated impacts to any other public facilities.
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XVI. RECREATION

a) 

b) 

Would the project increase the use of the existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 

□ □ □ 12] 

a) The project would not increase the use of the existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities
such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. The project consists of the
reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well pads and the laying of pipe
across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a proposed 14 weeks. Therefore,
no impacts are anticipated.

Does the project include recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might D D D 12] 
have an adverse effect on the environment? 
b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing
well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks and does not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational
facilities. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated.

XVII. TRANSPORTATION Would the project: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing 
the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and D D D 12] 
pedestrian facilities? 
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks and would not conflict with the Circulation and Scenic Highway Element of the Imperial County General
Plan6. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated. 

Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with the CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? □ □ 12] □ 

b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. Equipment will be brought on-site initially but will not be traveling back and forth on roads during the
14 weeks of project operation and all other traffic would be passenger vehicles for workers in an area with light and infrequent
traffic. Therefore, any impacts would be anticipated to be less than significant.

Substantially increases hazards due to a geometric design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or D D 12] D
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 
c) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. No new expansion of the existing well pads is proposed and the area is sparsely inhabited with light,
infrequent traffic. Additionally, heavy farming equipment is common in the area. Therefore, the project would not
substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or incompatible uses and any impacts would be anticipated
to be less than significant.

Result in inadequate emergency access? D D 12] D
d) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project is not proposing any expansion well pads and access to the sites are directly off Farr Rd.

6 Imperial County General Plan: Circulation and Scenic Highway Element
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XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES
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cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of D D O IX! 
the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place or object
with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and
that is:
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing
well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project is not proposing any permanent expansion of the well pads or any other portion of the
project area. Any digging or ground penetration will be done within the already existing wells. No impacts are expected.

(i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register
of Historical Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as define in Public Resources
Code Section 5020.1 (k), or

□ □ □ 

(i) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on
existing well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a
temporary period of a proposed 14 weeks. The project is not listed or eligible for listing in the California Register
of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as define in Pubic Resources Code Section
5020.1(k). No permanent expansion or new land disturbance is proposed for the project. No impacts are expected.

0 (ii) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth is O O IX! 0 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American Tribe.
(ii) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on 
existing well pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a
temporary period of a proposed 14 weeks. The project is not proposing any permanent expansion or new land
disturbance. As stated earlier in V-a "Cultural Resources", a request for comments per AB52 were sent to both the
Campo Band of Mission Indians and Quechan Indian Tribe on June 06, 2023, and no comments were received from
either. Therefore, any impacts are expected to be less than significant.

XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS Would the project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water, wastewater treatment or stormwater
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications O O O IX! 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?
a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project will be using temporary portable sanitation facilities and a generator for any needed power.
The project will not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment,
stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, telecommunications facilities. No impacts are expected.

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project
from existing and reasonably foreseeable future development
during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

□ □ □ 
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b) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. Project is proposing up to 50,000 gallons of water per day which may vary. Additional water may be
required for road maintenance, well pad maintenance and fugitive dust control. Proposed water sources are the HD irrigation
system along the properties or trucking in of the water. As the project is temporary in nature and the well work over portion
being proposed for a 2-week period the project should have sufficient water supplies available. Any impacts are anticipated
to be less than significant.

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand in 
addition to the provider's existing commitments? 

□ □ □ 0 

c) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project will be using temporary portable sanitation facilities and would not have an impact on any
wastewater treatment provider.

Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise D D 0 D 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 
d) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. Any solid waste would be required to be taken off site by the provider or require and solid waste removal
contract from the site. The project is temporary in nature and is not expected to generate solid waste in excess of State or 
local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction
goals. Any impacts would be expected to be less than significant.

Comply with federal, state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? □ □ □ 

e) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project would be required to comply with federal, state and local management and reduction statues
and regulation related to solid waste which, due to the nature and duration of the project, is expected to be less than
significant.

XX. WILDFIRE

If located in or near state respcnsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the Project:

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
D D D rv, emergency evacuation plan? IC::J 

a) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project would not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan. No impacts are anticipated.

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to

D D D 0 pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire?
b) The project is not located in an area at risk of wildfires and therefore would not expose project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. No impacts are anticipated.

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire D D D 0 
risk or that may result in tempcrary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?
c) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project is not located in an area at risk of wildfires and would not require the installation or
maintenance of associated infrastructure that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to
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the environment. No impacts are anticipated. 

Expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
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downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result D D D � 
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 
d) The project consists of the reworking of 2 existing previously permitted geothermal testing wells located on existing well
pads and the laying of pipe across existing roadways and actively farmed agriculture fields for a temporary period of a
proposed 14 weeks. The project is located in a sparsely inhabited and flat area that is not at risk of wildfires. There is no
proposed expansion of the well pads or new disturbance of land that could cause drainage changes. No impacts are
anticipated.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21083.05, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 65088.4, Gov. Code; Sections 21080(c), 21080.1, 21080.3, 21083, 
21083.05, 21083.3, 21093, 21094, 21095, and 21151, Public Resources Code; SUndsl!rxnv. CoontyofMendoci?o,(1988) 202 Cal.App.3d 296; /.JJcrJoffv. MontereyBoatrici 
Superviso,s, (1990) 222 Cal.App.3d 1337; EutekaatizensbrRes,xxisbleGovt v. CilyofEureka (2007) 147 Cal.App.4th 357; ProlectlheHistrxt.AnaiorWafBMeysv. Amador Water 
Ageay(2004) 116 Cal.App.4th at 1109; Sai�Up'd:mgfteClJMtloMJPaiv. ClylniCoontyciSaiFrcrosco(2002) 102 Cal.App.4th 656. 

Revised 2009- CEQA 
Revised 2011- ICPDS 
Revised 2016 - ICPDS
Revised 2017 - ICPDS
Revised 2019 - ICPDS
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SECTION 3 

Ill. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 
(PSI) 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 
(LTWMI) 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 
(LTSI) (NI) 

The following are Mandatory Findings of Significance in accordance with Section 15065 of the CEOA Guidelines. 

a) Does the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant
or animal community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal, eliminate tribal
cultural resources or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable"
means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects.)

c) Does the project have environmental effects,
which will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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IV. PERSONS AND ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED

This section identifies those persons who prepared or contributed to preparation of this document. This section is 
prepared in accordance with Section 15129 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

A. COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
• Jim Minnick, Director of Planning & Development Services
• Michael Abraham, AICP, Assistant Director of Planning & Development Services
• Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager
• Derek Newland, Project Planner
• Imperial County Air Pollution Control District
• Department of Public Works
• Fire Department
• Ag Commissioner
• Environmental Health Services
• Sheriffs Office

B. OTHER AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS

• Imperial Irrigation District

(Written or oral comments received on the checklist prior to circulation) 

Imperial County Planning & Development SeNices Department 
Page 300127 

Initial Study, Environmental Checklist Fonm & Negative Declaration for Phoenix 1 LLC I IS #23-0013 For CUP 23-0013 



V. REFERENCES

1. "County of Imperial General Plan EIR", prepared by Brian F. Mooney & Associates in 1993;
and as Amended by County in 1996, 1998, 2001, 2003, 2006 & 2008, 2015, 2016.

2. Imperial County General Plan: Conservation and Open Space Element
https://www.icpds.com/planning/land-use-documents/general-plan/conservation-and-open-space-element

3. Phoenix Orita 2 and Orita 4 Well Testing Activities-Survey Letter Report, Panorama Environment, Inc., August 16,
2023

4. California Geologic Survey Hazard Program: Alquist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zones
https://gis.data.ca.gov/maps/ee92a5f9f4ee4ec5aa 731 d3245ed9f53/explore?location=32.538703 %2C-
110.920388%2C6.00

5. Imperial County General Plan: Circulation and Scenic Highway Element
https://www.icpds.com/planning/land-use-documents/general-plan/circulation-and-scenic-highways-element

6. FEMA Flood Map Service Center
https://msc. f ema.qov/portal/
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VI, NEGATIVE DECLARATION-County of Imperial 

The following Negative Declaration is being circulated for public review in accordance with the California Environmental 
Qua/fty Act Section 21091 and 21092 of the Public Resources Code. 

Project Name: Phoenix 1, LLC. 

Project Applicant: Arnold Wolf, Phoenix 1, LLC. 

Project Location: 2300 Farr Rd., Brawley, CA 92227 

Description of Project: The project consists of the reworking of two (2) existing previously permitted geothermal wells 
located on two (2) existing well pads and the laying of 8-inch pipe from one well to the other over actively disturbed 
farmland and existing roads. The project is temporary with the well work over period being proposed for two (2) weeks 
and the well testing period being proposed for twelve (12) weeks. The project will require the use of a drill rig, cement 
and pump trucks, water storage tanks, portable cooling tanks and temporary housing and working trailers. After the 
duration of the project all equipment will be removed from the site with monitoring equipment potentially being left behind 
in order to monitor well temperature. 

Imperial County Planning & Development Services Depar1menl 
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VII. FINDINGS

This is to advise that the County of Imperial, acting as the lead agency, has conducted an Initial Study to 
determine if the project may have a significant effect on the environment and is proposing this Negative 
Declaration based upon the following findings: 

D The Initial Study shows that there is no substantial evidence that the project may have a significant effect on
the environment and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

D The Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects but: 

(1) Proposals made or agreed to by the applicant before this proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration
was released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly
no significant effects would occur.

(2) There is no substantial evidence before the agency that the project may have a significant effect on
the environment.

(3) Mitigation measures are required to ensure all potentially significant impacts are reduced to levels of
insignificance.

A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

If adopted, the Negative Declaration means that an Environmental Impact Report will not be required. Reasons 
to support this finding are included in the attached Initial Study. The project file and all related documents are 
available for review at the County of Imperial, Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, 
El Centro, CA 92243 (442) 265-1736. 

NOTICE 

The public is invited to comment on the proposed Negative Declaration during the review period. 

Date of Determination Jim Minnick, Director of Planning & Development Services 

The Applicant hereby acknowledges and accepts the results of the Environmental Evaluation Committee (EEC) and 
hereby agrees to implement all Mitigation Measures, if applicable, as outlined in the MMRP. 

Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department 
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SECTION 4 

VIII. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

(ATTACH DOCUMENTS, IF ANY, HERE) 
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PageUo/35 

Initial Study, Environmental Checklist Fann & Negative Declaration for Phoenix 1 LLC I IS #23-0013 For CUP 23-0013 



IX. MITIGATION MONITORING & REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP) 

(ATTACH DOCUMENTS, IF ANY, HERE) 

S:\AIIUsers\APN\039\080\004\CUP23--0013_1S23--0013\EEC\CUP23--0013_1S23--0013 Initial Study .docx 
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PANORAMA 
ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. 

Attachment A: 2023 USFWS IPac Query for Study Area 

717 Market Street, Suite 400 San Francisco, CA 94103 650-373-1200 

www.panoramaenv.com 



8/11 /23, 8:15 AM IPaC: Explore Location resources 

IPaC U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

IPaC resource list 
This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical 

habitat (collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 

(USFWS) jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced 

below. The list may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but 

that could potentially be directly or indirectly affected by activities in the project area. 

However, determining the likelihood and extent of effects a project may have on trust 

resources typically requires gathering additional site-specific (e.g., vegetation/species 

surveys) and project-specific (e.g., magnitude and timing of proposed activities) informatidn. 

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact informa ion for the 

USFWS office(s) with jurisdiction in the defined project area. Please read the iotroduction to 

each section that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, US � Facilities, and NWI 

Wetlands) for additional information applicable to the trus resources addressed in that 

section. 

Location 
Imperial County, California 

Local office 

Carlsbad Fish And Wildlife Office 

\. (760) 431-9440 

Iii (760) 431-5901 

7177 <;.::ilk AvPni1P - c:;1,itP 7r:;o 
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 1/12 
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Carlsbad, CA 92008-7385 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 2/12 
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Endangered species 
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis 

of project level impacts. 

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each 

species. Additional areas of influence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes 

areas outside of the species range if the species could be indirectly affected by activities in 

that area (e.g., placing a dam upstream of a fish population even if that fish does not occur at 

the dam site, may indirectly impact the species by reducing or eliminating water flow 

downstream). Because species can move, and site conditions can change, the species on this 

list are not guaranteed to be found on or near the project area. To fully determine any 

potential effects to species, additional site-specific and project-specific information is often 

required. 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal ag n<ilies to 11request of the 

Secretary information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be 

present in the area of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted, 

funded, or licensed by any Federal agency. A letter from the local office and a species list 

which fulfills this requirement can only be obtained by requesting an official species list from 

either the Regulatory Review section in IPaC (see directions below) or from the local field 

office directly. 

For project evaluations that re€juire USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC 

website and re uest an official species list by doing the following: 

1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.

2. qjc� DEFINE PROJECT.

3. l!og in (if directed to do so).

4. Provide a name and description for your project.

5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed speciesl and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the fisheries division of the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA Fisheries.2.). 

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown 

on this list. Please contact NOAA Fisheries for .s.pecies under their jurisdiction. 

1. Species listed under the Endangered SP-ecies Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also

shows species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status P-ag� for

more information. IPaC only shows species that are regulated by USFWS (see FAQ).

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 3/12 
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2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an office

of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.

The following species are potentially affected by activities in this location: 

Birds 
NAME 

Yuma Ridgway's Rail Rallus obsoletus yumanensis 
Wherever found 

No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 

httP-s:/ / ecos. fws.gov / ecP-ISP-eci es/3505 

Insects 
NAME 

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus 

Wherever found 

No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 

httP-s://ecos.fws.gov/ecP-ISP-ecies/9743 

Critical habitats 

STATUS 

Endangered 

STATUS 

Candida e 

Potential effects to critical hebifat(s� in this location must be analyzed along with the 

endangered species tnen,selves-. 

There are no critical habitats at this location. 

You are still required to determine if your project(s) may have effects on 

all above listed species. 

Bald & Golden Eagles 
There are no documented cases of eagles being present at this location. However, if you 

believe eagles may be using your site, please reach out to the local Fish and Wildlife Service 

office. 

Additional information can be found using the following links: 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.govnocation/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 4/12 
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• Eagle Managment htt12s://www.fws.gov/12rogram/eagle-management
• Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds

htq:1s://www.fws.gov/libracy/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take
migratocy-birds

• Nationwide conservation measures for birds
httP-s://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation
measu res. P-df

What does IPaC use to generate the potential presence of bald and golden eagles in my specified 

location? 

The potential for eagle presence is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). The 
AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is queried 
and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project 
intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because they are a BCG pecies fn 
that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply). To see a list of all birds potentially pres'ent in your 
project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool. 

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs of bald and golden eagles in my

specified location? 

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other 
species that may warrant special attention in your proje<=t location. 

The migratory bird list generated for your pro·ect is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledg� 
Network (AKN).. The AKN data is based on a growihg eellection of survey, banding, and citizen science 
datasets and is queried and filterec.11 to retum a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid 
cell(s) which your project in ersects. and that have been identified as warranting special attention because 
they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a 
particular vulnerability to offshere activities or development. 

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. 
It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially 
present ir,i your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool. 

What if I have eagles on my list? 

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating 
the Eagle Act should such impacts occur. Please contact your local Fish and Wildlife Service Field Office if 
you have questions. 

Migratory birds 
Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act1 and the Bald and Golden 
Eagle Protection ActI. 

https:/fipac.ecosphere.fws.govnocation/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 5/12 
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Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to 

migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and 

consider implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below. 

1. The MigratorY. Birds Treaty Act of 1918.

2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.

Additional information can be found using the following links: 

• Birds of Conservation Concern httP-s://www.fws.gov/P-rogram/migrato[Y--birds/sP-ecies
• Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds

httP-s://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take

migrato[Y--birds
• Nationwide conservation measures for birds

httP-s://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-consetvation

measu res. P-df

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they oc ur on the 

USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your 

project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds oh your list and how 

this list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of everij bird you may find in this 

location, nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will 6e found in your project area. To see 

exact locations of where birders and the general publi,c have sighted birds in and around 

your project area, visit the E-bird data map-ging tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date 

range and a species on your list). For wroJ cts that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional 

maps and models detailing tHe relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your 

list are available. Links to additi©nal information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other 

important informatio.fl abelflt your migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and 

use your migratory bird report, can be found below. 

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization 

measures to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF 

PR65ENCE SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be 

present and breeding in your project area. 

NAME 

Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its 

range in the continental USA and Alaska. 

httP-s:/ /ecos. fws.gov/ecP-ISP-ecies/3638 

https:/fipac.ecosphere.fws.govnocation/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGOFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 

BREEDING SEASON 

Breeds elsewhere 

6/12 
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Probability of Presence Summary 

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely 

to be present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your 

project activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and 

understand the FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before 

using or attempting to interpret this report. 

Probability of Presence ( } 

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) 

your project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-

week months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey 

effort (see below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One 

can have higher confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effo is also 

high. 

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is d0ne--in tt:lree steps: 

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the numh>er of survey events in

the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events

for that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted

Towhee was found in 5 of them, the probability Gf presence of the Spotted Towhee in

week 12 is 0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of

presence is calculated. Thts is the probability of presence divided by the maximum

probability of presence aGross a11 weeks. For example, imagine the probability of

presence in week 20 for �he Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence

at week 12 (0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of

presence on week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

�- The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical 

conversion so that all possible values fall between O and 10, inclusive. This is the 

probability of presence score. 

To see a bar's probability of presence score, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar. 

Breeding Season ( ) 

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds 

across its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your 

project area. 

Survey Effort (I) 

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of 

surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The 

number of surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys. 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 7/12 
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To see a bar's survey effort range, simply hover your mouse cursor over the bar. 

No Data(-) 

A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week. 

Survey Timeframe 

Surveys from only the last 1 O years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant 

information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are 

based on all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse. 

probability of presence breeding season I survey effort - no data 

SPECIES 

Mountain 

Plover 

BCC Rangewide 

(CON) 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory 

birds. 

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid aAd minimize impacts to all 

birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds 

are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds ma� be breeding in the area, identifying the 

locations of any active nests and avoiding their d�ruc ion is a very helpful impact minimization measure. 

To see when birds are most likely to occur arutbe breeding in your project area, view the Probability of 

Presence Summary. Additional measures 0r QermIts may be advisable depending on the type of activity 
you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or bird species present on your project site. 

What does IPaC use to gen�rate he list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my specified 

location? 

The Migratory Birm Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC). and other 

specie:; tl;iat may warrant special attention in your project location. 

The (Tligratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledg� 

Network (AKN).. The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science 
datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid 
cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because 

they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a 

particular vulnerability to offshore activities or development. 

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. 

It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially 

present in your project area, please visit the RaQid Avian Information Locator (RAIL) Tool. 

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially 

occurring in my specified location? 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 8/12 
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The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by 

the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN).. This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and 

citizen science datasets. 

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes 

available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret 
them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link. 

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area? 

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, 

migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look at the range maps 

provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each bird in your results. If a bird 

on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur in your 

project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds 

elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area. 

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds? 

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categorie� 0f aoncern: 

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of Goneern throughout their

range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific lslandsi Puerto Rico, and the Virgin

Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in

the continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCG species fn y0ur project area, but appear on your list either
because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in

offshore areas from certain types-of development or activities (e.g. offshore energy development or

longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, in 

particular, to av0id and inimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of 

rangewicj_e concern. For more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and 

minlffiize mig atory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics. 

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects 

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and 

groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data 

Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to 

you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird model results files underlying the portal 

maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive MaP-P-ing of Marine Bird 

Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf project webpage. 

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the 

year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional 

information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird StudY. and the nanotag studies or contact 

Caleb SP-ieg� or Pam Loring. 

What if I have eagles on my list? 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 9/12 
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If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a P-ermit to avoid violating 

the Eagle Act should such impacts occur. 

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report 

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of birds of 

priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for identifying what 

other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC use to generate the migratory 

birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be aware this report provides the "probability 

of presence" of birds within the 1 O km grid cell(s) that overlap your project; not your exact project 

footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black 

vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is 

the key component. If the survey effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as 

more dependable. In contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a 

lack of certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for 

identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might be there, 

and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you know what t@ l@ok 

for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement conservation measures o 

avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities, should presence be con rrmea. To learn 

more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell me about conservation measur,e.s I Gan implement 

to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources 

page. 

Facilities 

National Wildlife Refuge lands 

Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refugg system must 

undergo a Corilpatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the 

individu-al Refuges to discuss any questions or concerns. 

There are no refuge lands at this location. 

Fish hatcheries 

There are no fish hatcheries at this location. 

https:/ftpac.ecosphere.fws.govnocation/NWOHEBAMT5F23KGQFFGIY4R2XQ/resources 10/12 
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Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory 

(NWI) 
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes. 

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Coq�s of 

Engineers District. 

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 

update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to 

determine the actual extent of wetlands on site. 

This location overlaps the following wetlands: 

FRESHWATER POND 

PUSCx 

RIVERINE 

R4SBCx 

A full description for each wetland code can be fownd at the National Wetlands Inventory 

website 

NOTE: This initial screening does not replace an on-site delineation to determine whether 

wetlands occur. Additional information on the NWI data is provided below. 

Data limitations 

The service's 0bjective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level 

information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of 

higf\ altitude imagery. Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A 

margin of error is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular 
site may result in revision of the wetland boundaries or classification established through image analysis. 

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image 

analysts, the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work 

conducted. Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any 

mapping problems. 

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There 

may be occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted 

on the map and the actual conditions on site. 

Data exclusions 
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Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of 

aerial imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or 

submerged aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and 

nearshore coastal waters. Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also 

been excluded from the inventory. These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial 

imagery. 

Data precautions 

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe 

wetlands in a different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or 

products of this inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local 

government or to establish the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. 

Persons intending to engage in activities involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should 

seek the advice of appropriate Federal, state, or local agencies concerning specified agency regulatory 

programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities. 
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ATTACHMENT B: SITE PHOTOS 

August 16, 2023 

Photos from each of the photo locations identified in Figure 2 are presented below. 

Photo# 1 

Burrowing owl 

observed at the Orita 

Well #4 pad. 

Photo #2 

Burrows observed on 

the north bank of the 

Magnolia Drain. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































