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Response to Comment Letter #14: Comité Cívico Del Valle 

Comment 14-1: Thank you for your comments on the Imperial County General Plan Renewable Energy 
and Transmission Element Update Draft PEIR. We have provided responses to your specific comments 
below. 

Comment 14-2: Thank you for your comments on the Imperial County General Plan Renewable Energy 
and Transmission Element Update Draft PEIR. We have provided responses to your specific comments 
below. 

Comment 14-3: The County has engaged the public regarding the proposed Project through a robust 
community outreach program. The County held seven (7) community meetings in Niland, Calipatria, 
Brawley, El Centro, Salton City, Ocotillo, and Calexico to allow the public to provide their input on the 
proposed Project. The County also held four (4) stakeholder’s meetings with the Technical Advisory 
Group (TAG) to allow those interested in the proposed Project to provide their input. Meetings were 
also held with local Native American Tribes, the NAVFAC staff and a citizen group focused on 
environmental justice. The County Planning & Development Services Department acting as the CEQA 
Lead Agency distributed the “Notice of Preparation (NOP)” for the preparation of the PEIR through the 
State Clearinghouse for review and comment. The NOP was publicly noticed in English in the IV Press on 
July 20, 2014 and in Spanish in the Adelante newspaper on July 18, 2014. The NOP was circulated by the 
State Clearinghouse from Monday, July 21 through August 22, 2014. The County also held an 
“Informational Item” at the Environmental Evaluation Committee meeting and a public “Scoping 
Meeting” on August 14, 2014. The purpose of the two public hearings was to allow the public to provide 
input on the proposed Project. The proposed draft Renewable Energy Overlay Zone Map was available 
for public review at these two meetings. 

Comment 14-4: As described in Section 4.3.4 of the Draft EIR, implementation of mitigation measure 
AQ-1a combined with the 0.5-mile buffer around all urban areas for the overlay zones would prevent 
disproportionate concentrations of low-income and/or minority populations from being exposed to 
pollutant concentrations or high levels of PM10 and PM2.5 during construction and operation of the 
proposed Project. Similarly, implementation of mitigation measures developed for other environmental 
categories combined with the 0.5-mile buffer around all urban areas for the overlay zones would 
prevent disproportionate concentrations of low-income and/or minority populations from being 
impacted from other issues. 

Comment 14-5: The Draft PEIR analyzed potential impacts associated with air quality, including PM2.5, 
and determined that implementation of mitigation measures AQ-1a through AQ-1e would reduce 
impacts to a level less than significant. Implementation of mitigation measures AQ-1a through AQ-1e 
would also reduce impacts associated with soil borne pathogens and potential contamination of 
watersheds to a level less than significant. 

Comment 14-6: Section 4.3.4 of the Draft EIR documented that the proposed Project would not result in 
impacts associated with valley fever by stating the following: 

“…The incidence rate of Valley Fever in Imperial County is low (4.8 cases per 100,000 
population in 2012), and the County’s average annual incidence rate is low as well (1.1 
to 2.0 per 100,000 population). Furthermore, none of the documented cases of Valley 
Fever have been linked to construction of existing renewable energy facilities that were 
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developed in Imperial County. Therefore, the potential for the proposed Project to 
result in new cases of Valley Fever is very low and would be reduced to a level less than 
significant through implementation of dust control measures described in mitigation 
measure AQ-1a...” 

Comment 14-7: Proponents of future transmission lines constructed in Imperial County would be 
required to analyze potential environmental impacts and corresponding mitigation measures to reduce 
those impacts to a level less than significant during the project’s required environmental review phase. 
This future environmental review would be conducted by the agencies who hold the principal 
responsibility for these facilities. 

Comment 14-8: As described in Section 4.17.4 of the Draft PEIR, the proposed Project would be 
implemented on a “project-by-project” basis based on County approval of individual renewable energy 
projects. Consequently, estimates of water supply are not known at this time; however, the proposed 
Project would be limited to development of future renewable energy facilities and would not construct 
residential, commercial, or other uses that would require substantial amounts of water supply or 
generate substantial amounts of waste water. Permanent water resources needed for the proposed 
Project would be limited to domestic use within operations and maintenance buildings, solar panel 
washing, and fire protection services. It is not anticipated that these permanent water service needs 
would impact water supply within Imperial County. 

This comment warns that conversion of agricultural land to renewable energy uses would impact water 
resources. However, renewable energy facilities use dramatically less water than agricultural 
production. Consequently, conversion of farmland would actually reduce water consumption and 
provide relief to areas already water-stressed by drought. 

Comment 14-9: The Draft PEIR describes how the proposed Project would reduce climate change in 
Section 4.7.4 by stating the following: 

“…Introduction of renewable energy facilities under the proposed Project would 
displace power currently produced by carbon-based fuels that would otherwise be used 
to meet regional demand for electricity. As documented in the Draft EIR/EIS prepared 
for the DRECP, estimates prepared by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
project that by 2020, the marginal power plant would consist of a new combined-cycle 
combustion turbine 95 percent of the time or a new combustion turbine 5 percent of 
the time. Based on this ratio, GHG emissions associated with marginal power production 
are 830 pounds CO2e per megawatt hour (MWh). Additionally, USEPA estimates 
presented in the DRECP EIR/EIS project that baseline GHG emissions for marginal power 
in California would be more than 990 pounds CO2e per MWh. (DRECP EIR/EIS 2014, IV.3-
9). 

Electricity generated by future renewable energy facilities developed under the 
proposed Project would displace GHG emissions currently produced by carbon-based 
fuels. Using the conservative estimate of GHG emissions for marginal power plants 
developed by the CPUC, future solar and wind facilities would eliminate a minimum of 
830 pounds CO2e per MWh. Similarly, future geothermal energy facilities developed 
under the proposed Project would displace approximately 520 pounds CO2e per MWh. 
The displacement of CO2e for geothermal production would be reduced by 310 pounds 
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CO2e per MWh due to the CO2 that occurs naturally in geothermal steam released by 
operations at a geothermal plant (DRECP EIR/EIS 2014, IV.3-9). Consequently, 
displacement of power currently produced by carbon-based fuels by development of 
future renewable energy facilities would offset GHG emissions generated during 
construction, operation, and decommissioning of future renewable energy facilities and 
reduce impacts to a level less than significant. No mitigation measures would be 
required…” 

Comment 14-10: The supplemental strategies described in this comments are beyond the scope of the 
proposed Project. 

Comment 14-11: As described in response to comment 14-3 above, the County has engaged the public 
for the proposed Project through a robust community outreach program. The County held seven (7) 
community meetings in Niland, Calipatria, Brawley, El Centro, Salton City, Ocotillo and Calexico to allow 
the public to provide their input on the proposed Project. The County also held four (4) stakeholder’s 
meetings with the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) to allow those interested in the proposed Project to 
provide their input. Meetings were also held with local Native American Tribes, the NAVFAC staff and a 
citizen group focused on environmental justice. The County Planning & Development Services 
Department acting as the CEQA Lead Agency distributed the NOP for the preparation of the PEIR 
through the State Clearinghouse for review and comment. The NOP was publicly noticed in English in 
the IV Press on July 20, 2014 and in Spanish in the Adelante newspaper on July 18, 2014. The NOP was 
circulated by the State Clearinghouse from Monday, July 21 through August 22, 2014. The County also 
held an “Informational Item” at the Environmental Evaluation Committee meeting and a public “Scoping 
Meeting” on August 14, 2014. The purpose of the two public hearings was to allow the public to provide 
input on the proposed Project. The proposed draft Renewable Energy Overlay Zone Map was available 
for public review at these two meetings. 

Comment 14-12: The Draft PEIR analyzed potential impacts related to air quality and determined that 
implementation of mitigation measures AQ-1a through AQ-2b would reduce impacts to a level less than 
significant. The Draft PEIR also analyzed potential impacts related to land use and determined that the 
proposed Project would not physically divide a community or conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
and implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1a through BIO-4 would reduce impacts related to 
conflicts with any applicable habitat management plan to a level less than significant. Future renewable 
energy facilities developed under the proposed Project would have to evaluate potential impacts on 
environmental resources during the project’s required environmental review phase. The environmental 
review of future renewable energy facilities developed under the proposed Project would allow for site-
specific analysis based on project design to determine whether projects would result in significant 
impacts and if mitigation measures presented in the Final PEIR, and possibly additional project specific 
mitigation measures, would reduce those impacts to a level less than significant. 

Comment 14-13: As described in response to comment 14-9, the proposed Project would reduce climate 
change by displacing power currently produced by carbon-based fuels that would otherwise be used to 
meet regional demand for electricity. However, additional strategies to address the needs of the 
economically stressed within Imperial County are beyond the scope of the proposed Project. 

Comment 14-14: As described in response to comment 14-9, the proposed Project would reduce climate 
change by displacing power currently produced by carbon-based fuels that would otherwise be used to 
meet regional demand for electricity, which would benefit all residents within Imperial County. The 
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additional strategies presented in this comment are beyond the scope of future renewable energy 
facilities to be developed under the proposed Project. 

Comment 14-15: Implementation of mitigation measure AG-1a: Payment of Agricultural and Other 
Benefit Fees includes measures to reduce impacts on fertile and marginal agricultural land and displaced 
agricultural workers to a level less than significant. Impacts on Prime Farmland from future renewable 
energy facilities would be reduce to a level of significance by one of the four options: 

o “Option 1: The project proponent of a future renewable energy facility shall procure Agricultural 
Conservation Easements on a “two-to-one” basis on land of equal size, of equal quality 
farmland, outside of the development footprint. The Conservation Easement shall meet the 
State Department of Conservation's regulations and shall be recorded prior to issuance of any 
grading or building permits; or 

o Option 2: The project proponent of a future renewable energy facility shall pay an “Agricultural 
In‐Lieu Mitigation Fee” in the amount of 30 percent of the fair market value per acre for the 
total acres of the proposed site based on five comparable sales of land used for agricultural 
purposes as of the effective date of the permit, including program costs on a cost recovery/time 
and material basis. The Agricultural In‐Lieu Mitigation Fee, will be placed in a trust account 
administered by the Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner's office and will be used for 
such purposes as the acquisition, stewardship, preservation, and enhancement of agricultural 
lands within Imperial County.: or 

o Option 3: The project proponent of a future renewable energy facility and County enter 
into an enforceable Public Benefit Agreement or Development Agreement that includes 
an Agricultural Benefit Fee payment that is (1) is consistent with Board Resolution 
2012‐005; and (2) the Agricultural Benefit Fee must be held by the County in a restricted 
account to be used by the County only for such purposes as the stewardship, 
preservation, and enhancement of agricultural lands within Imperial County, and to 
implement the goals and objectives of the Agricultural Benefit program, as specified in 
the Development Agreement, including addressing the mitigation of agricultural job loss 
on the local economy; the future renewable energy project and other recipients of the 
future renewable energy project’s Agricultural Benefit Fee funds; or emphasis on 
creation of jobs in the agricultural sector of local economy for the purpose of off‐setting 
jobs displaced by the future renewable energy project.; or 

o Option 4: The project proponent of a future renewable energy facility must revise their 
Renewable Energy Conditional Use Permit Application/Site Plan to avoid Prime Farmland…” 

Furthermore, mitigation measures AG-1a provides direction for how mitigation fees would need to be 
used. The following uses would benefit displaced agricultural workers: 

“…The Agricultural Business Development Category, such as funding for 
agricultural commodity processing plants and energy plants that use agricultural 
products, which was identified as the greatest job creator category would 
receive 50 percent of the funds; 
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The Research & Development Category, such as funding for development of 
new high‐yield or water‐efficient crops, new water conservation techniques, 
new technology to improve yields in existing crops, and partial funding for an 
endowment to support an agricultural research specialist, would receive 20% of 
the funds. Improved water conservation and efficient crop production keeps 
more farmland in production during drought cycles therefore supports job 
creation and maintenance; 

The Agricultural Stewardship Category, such as programs that bring fields back 
into production, implement soil reclamation, and improve existing fields to 
improve crop yields, would receive 20%. Increase production of crops again 
leads to more agricultural jobs to prepare and harvest the fields; and 

The Education/Scholarship Category, such as matching funds for scholarships 
awarded by agricultural organizations for agricultural studies, student loans, 
Future Farmers of America and 4‐H loans, would receive 10%. Training the next 
generation of farmers to continue and expand farming operations will also 
support agricultural job creation...” 

Future renewable energy projects would also need to provide other benefits as identified in Resolution 
2012‐05 and detailed in the Economic Impact Analysis (EIA), Fiscal Impact Analysis (FIA), Employment 
(Jobs) Impact Analysis (JIA) prepared pursuant to mitigation measure AG-1c. These benefits would also 
address possible or perceived socioeconomic impacts associated with future renewable energy projects, 
such as loss of agricultural jobs. Future Development Agreements may require the County to grant the 
funds only to applicants with programs that can demonstrate they are likely to generate an equal 
number of agricultural jobs when combined with job creation from the future renewable energy facility 
and other recipients of the future renewable energy project’s benefit fees. 

Comment 14-16: As described in response to comment 14-15 above, mitigation measure AG-1a: 
Payment of Agricultural and Other Benefit Fees includes numerous programs to provide benefits to 
displaced farm workers. 
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15 – Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
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