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3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Information contained in this section is summarized from review of information from Envirostor,
GeoTracker, and relevant County plans to present the existing conditions, in addition to identifying
potential environmental impacts. This section addresses potential hazards and hazardous materials
for construction and operational impacts.

3.9.1  Existing Conditions

The project site is located in an agriculturally zoned area of Imperial County. The project site consists
of agricultural fields that are currently under cultivation. The potential foran accident is increased in
regions near major arterial roadways or railways that transport hazardous materials in regions with
agricultural orindustrial facilities that use, store, handle, or dispose of hazardous materials.

Records Review

Envirostor

The Envirostor Database from the California DTSC records was reviewed for known contamination or
sites for which there may be reason to investigate further. A desktop review was completed on
September 14, 2021 for the project site. Two Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) were
identified within 1 mile of the project site; however, both cases have been complete and are closed.
No reported cases were found on the project sites and no active sites have been identified within 1-
mile of the project site.

GeoTracker

Geotracker GIS data from the SWRCB was used to review regulatory data about underground fuel
tanks, fuel pipelines, and public drinking water supplies. Site information from the Spills, Leaks,
Investigations, and Cleanups Program is also included in GeoTracker. A desktop review was
completed on September 14, 2021 for the project site. No reported cases were found on the project
site and no risk sites were located within 1 mile of the project sites.

Airports

The project site is located within 2 miles of a public airport ora public use airport. The nearest airport
to the proposed project is the Brawley Municipal Airport located approximately 1.5 miles south of the
project site.

Fire Hazard

The projectsiteis located in the unincorporated area of Imperial County. According to the Seismic and
Public Safety Element of the General Plan, the potential fora major fire in the unincorporated areas
of the County is generally low (County of Imperial 1997a).

Battery Energy Storage System

The on-site battery energy storage system would utilize lithium-ion batteries. The batteries could
contain a variety of valuable metals, and recycling of these batteries is expected to become
increasingly commonplace with the increased use of batteries in consumer goods and electric
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vehicles. Some batteries may have the capacity at the end of the operating life of the project to be
reused.

3.9.2 Regulatory Setting

This section identifies and summarizes state and local laws, policies, and regulations that are
applicable to the project.

Federal

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, commonly known as
Superfund, was enacted by Congress on December 11, 1980. This law created a tax on the chemical
and petroleum industries and provided broad federal authority to respond directly to releases or
threatened releases of hazardous substances that may endanger public health or the environment.
Over 5 years, $1.6 billion was collected and the tax went to a trust fund for cleaning up abandoned or
uncontrolled hazardous waste sites. The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act established prohibitions and requirements concerning closed and abandoned
hazardous waste sites; provided for liability of persons responsible for releases of hazardous waste at
these sites; and established a trust fund to provide for cleanup when no responsible party could be
identified.

Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (42 United States Code 11001 et
seq.)

The Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know Act was included under the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) law and is commonly referred to as SARA Title Il
Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know was passed in response to concerns regarding the
environmental and safety hazards posed by the storage and handling of toxic chemicals. These
concerns were triggered by the disaster in Bhopal, India, in which more than 2,000 people suffered
death or serious injury from the accidental release of methyl isocyanate. To reduce the likelihood of
such a disasterin the U.S., Congress imposed requirements on both states and regulated facilities.

Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know establishes requirements for federal, state, and local
governments, Indian Tribes, and industry regarding emergency planning and “Community
Right-to-Know” reporting on hazardous and toxic chemicals. SARA Title lll requires states and local
emergency planning groups to develop community emergency response plans for protection from a
list of Extremely Hazardous Substances (40 CFR 355). The Emergency Planning Community
Right-to-Know provisions help increase the public’s knowledge and access to information on
chemicals at individual facilities, their uses, and releases into the environment. In California, SARA
Title 1l is implemented through the California Accidental Release Prevention.

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act

The objective of Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act is to provide federal control of
pesticide distribution, sale, and use. All pesticides used inthe U.S. must be registered (licensed) by
the EPA. Registrationassures that pesticides would be properly labeled and that, if used inaccordance
with specifications, they would not cause unreasonable harm to the environment. Use of each
registered pesticide must be consistent with use directions contained on the label or labeling.
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Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act)

The objective of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, commonly referred to as the CWA, is to
restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation's waters by
preventing point and nonpoint pollution sources, providing assistance to publicly owned treatment
works for the improvement of wastewater treatment, and maintaining the integrity of wetlands. The oil
SPCC Program of the CWA specifically seeks to prevent oil discharges from reaching waters of the
U.S. oradjoining shorelines. Further, farms are subject to the SPCC rule if they:

e Store, transfer, use, or consume oil or oil products

o Could reasonably be expected to discharge oil to waters of the U.S. or adjoining shorelines.
Farms that meet these criteria are subject to the SPCC rule if they meet at least one of the
following capacity thresholds:

o Aboveground oil storage capacity greater than 1,320 gallons

o Completely buried oil storage capacity greater than 42,000 gallons

However, the following are exemptions to the SPCC rule:

e Completely buried storage tanks subject to all the technical requirements of the underground
storage tank regulations

e Containers with a storage capacity less than 55 gallons of oil
o \Wastewater treatment facilities
e Permanently closed containers

e Motive power containers (e.g., automotive or truck fuel tanks)

Hazardous Materials Transport Act — Code of Federal Regulations

The Hazardous Materials Transportation Act was published in 1975. Its primary objective is to provide
adequate protection against the risks to life and property inherent in the transportation of hazardous
material in commerce by improving the regulatory and enforcement authority of the Secretary of
Transportation. A hazardous material, as defined by the Secretary of Transportation is, any “particular
quantity or form” of a material that “may pose an unreasonable risk to health and safety or property.”

Occupational Safety and Health Administration

Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) mission is to ensure the safety and health
of America's workers by setting and enforcing standards; providing training, outreach, and education;
establishing partnerships; and encouraging continual improvement in workplace safety and health.
OSHA standards are listed in 29 CFR Part 1910.

The OHSA Process Safety Management of Highly Hazardous Chemicals (29 CFR Part 110.119) is
intended to prevent or minimize the consequences of a catastrophic release of toxic, reactive,
flammable, or explosive highly hazardous chemicals by regulating their use, storage, manufacturing,
and handling. The standard intends to accomplish its goal by requiring a comprehensive management
program integrating technologies, procedures, and management practices.
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Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

The goal of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, a federal statute passed in 1976, is the
protection of human health and the environment, the reduction of waste, the conservation of energy
and natural resources, and the elimination of the generation of hazardous waste as expeditiously as
possible. The Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 significantly expanded the scope of
RCRA by adding new corrective action requirements, land disposal restrictions, and technical
requirements. The corresponding regulations in 40 CFR 260-299 provide the general framework for
managing hazardous waste, including requirements for entities that generate, store, transport, treat,
and dispose of hazardous waste.

State

California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources

The Division of Qil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources was formed in 1915 to address the needs of the
state, local governments, and industry by regulating statewide oil and gas activities with uniform laws
and regulations. The Division supervises the drilling, operation, maintenance, and plugging and
abandonment of onshore and offshore oil, gas, and geothermal wells, preventing damage to: (1) life,
health, property, and natural resources; (2) underground and surface waters suitable forirrigation or
domestic use; and (3) oil, gas, and geothermal reservoirs. The Division’s programs include: well
permitting and testing; safety inspections; oversight of production and injection projects; environmental
lease inspections; idle-well testing; inspecting oilfield tanks, pipelines, and sumps; hazardous and
orphan well plugging and abandonment contracts; and subsidence monitoring.

California Department of Toxic Substances Control

DTSC regulates hazardous waste, cleans-up existing contamination, and looks for ways to reduce the
hazardous waste produced in California. Approximately 1,000 scientists, engineers, and specialized
support staff are responsible for ensuring that companies and individuals handle, transport, store,
treat, dispose of, and clean-up hazardous wastes appropriately. Through these measures, DTSC
contributes to greater safety for all Californians, and less hazardous waste reaches the environment.

On January 1, 2003, the Registered Environmental Assessor program joined DTSC. The program
certifies environmental experts and specialists as being qualified to perform anumber of environmental
assessment activities. Those activities include private site management, Phase | ESAs, risk
assessment, and more.

California Division of Occupational Safety and Health

The California Division of Occupational Safety and Health protects workers and the public from safety
hazards through its programs and provides consultative assistance to employers. California Division
of Occupational Safety and Health issues permits, provides employee training workshops, conducts
inspections of facilities, investigates health and safety complaints, and develops and enforces
employer health and safety policies and procedures.

California Environmental Protection Agency

California Environmental Protection Agency and the SWRCB establish rules governing the use of
hazardous materials and the management of hazardous waste. Applicable state and local laws include
the following:
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e Public Safety/Fire Regulations/Building Codes

e Hazardous Waste Control Law

e Hazardous Substances Information and Training Act
¢ Air Toxics Hot Spots and Emissions Inventory Law

e Underground Storage of Hazardous Substances Act

o Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act

Within Cal-EPA, DTSC has primary regulatory responsibility, with delegation of enforcement to local
jurisdictions that enter into agreements with the state agency, for the management of hazardous
materials and the generation, transport, and disposal of hazardous waste under the authority of the
Hazardous Waste Control Law.

California Emergency Response Plan

California has developed an Emergency Response Plan to coordinate emergency services provided
by federal, state, and local government and private agencies. Response to hazardous materials
incidents is one part of this plan. The plan is managed by the State Office of Emergency Services
(OES), which coordinates the responses of other agencies including Cal-EPA, the California Highway
Patrol, CDFW, RWQCB, Imperial County Sheriff’'s Department, ICFD, and the City of Imperial Police
Department.

Local

Imperial County General Plan

The Seismic and Public Safety Element identifies goals and policies that will minimize the risks
associated with natural and human-made hazards, and specify the land use planning procedures that
should be implemented to avoid hazardous situations. The purpose of the Seismic and Public Safety
Element is to reduce the loss of life, injury, and property damage that might result from disaster or
accident. In addition, the Element specifies land use planning procedures that should be implemented
to avoid hazardous situations. The policies listed in the Seismic and Public Safety Element are not
applicable to the proposed project, as they address human occupancy development. The proposed
project is a solar project and does not propose residential uses.

Imperial County Public Health Department

DTSC was appointed the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) for Imperial County in January
2005. The Unified Program is the consolidation of 6 state environmental programs into one program
under the authority of a CUPA. The CUPA inspects businesses or facilities that handle or store
hazardous materials, generate hazardous waste, own oroperate ASTs or USTs, and comply with the
California Accidental Release Prevention Program. The CUPA Program is instrumental in
accomplishing this goal through education, community and industry outreach, inspections and
enforcement.

Office of Emergency Services

As part of the ICFD, the County OES is mandated by the California Emergency Services Act (Chapter
7, Division 1, Title 2 of Government Code) to serve as the liaison between the State and all the local

Imperial County December2021 | 3.9-5



3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Draft EIR | Brawley Solar Energy Project

government in the County. The OES provides centralized emergency management during major
disasters, and coordinates emergency operations between various local jurisdictions within the
County. The OES has developed several plans, consistent with federal and state policy guidance, to
provide the County and participating local jurisdictions and agencies a framework for conducting
emergency planning, response, and recovery operations, and handling of hazardous substances.

3.9.3 Impacts and Mitigation Measures

This section presents the significance criteria used for considering project impacts related to land use
and planning, the methodology employed for the evaluation, an impact evaluation, and mitigation
requirements, if necessary.

Thresholds of Significance

Based on CEQA Guidelines Appendix G, project impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials
are considered significant if any of the following occur:

e Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials

e Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment

e Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances,
or waste within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school

e Belocated on asite which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would create a significant hazard to

the public or the environment

o For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, result in a safety hazard or
excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area

¢ Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan

e Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or
death involving wildland fires

Methodology

This analysis evaluates the potential for the project, as described in Chapter 2, Project Description to
result in significant impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials on or within the 1-mile buffer
zone of the project site. This analysis considers whether these conditions would result in an
exceedance of one or more of the applied significance criteria as identified above.

Information from Envirostor and GeoTracker were reviewed to present the existing conditions, in
addition to identifying potential environmental impacts, based on the significance criteria presented
above. Impacts associated with hazards and hazardous materials that could result from project
construction and operational activities were evaluated qualitatively based on site conditions; expected
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construction practices; materials, locations, duration of project construction, and related activities. The
conceptual site plan for the project was also used to evaluate potential impacts.

Impact Analysis

Impact 3.9-1 Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

Although considered minimal, it is anticipated that the project will generate the following materials
during construction, operation, and long-term maintenance: insulating oil (used for electrical
equipment), lubricating oil (used for maintenance vehicles), various solvents/detergents (equipment
cleaning), and gasoline (used for maintenance vehicles). These materials have the potential to be
released into the environment as a result of natural hazard (i.e., earthquake) related events, or
because of human error. However, all materials contained on site will be stored in appropriate
containers (not to exceed a 55-gallon drum) protected from environmental conditions, including rain,
wind, and direct heat and physical hazards such as vehicle traffic and sources of heat and impact. In
addition, if the on-site storage of hazardous materials necessitate, at any time during construction
and/or operations and long-term maintenance, quantities in excess of 55-gallons, a hazardous
material management program (HMMP) would be required. The HMMP developed for the project will
include, at a minimum, procedures for:

e Hazardous materials handling, use and storage
e Emergency response

e Spill control and prevention

e Employee training

o Record keeping and reporting

Additionally, hazardous material storage and management will be conducted in accordance with
requirements set forth by the ICFD, Imperial County OES, DTSC, and CUPA for storage and handling
of hazardous materials. Further, construction activities would occur according to OSHA regulatory
requirements; therefore, it is not anticipated that the construction activities for the proposed project
would release hazardous emissions or result in the handling of hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste. This could include the release of hazardous emissions, materials,
substances, or wastes during operational activities. With the implementation of an HMMP and
adherence to requirements set forth by the ICFD, Imperial County OES, DTSC, OSHA regulatory
requirements and CUPA would reduce the impact to alevel of less than significant.

Battery Energy Storage System

In conjunction with the construction of the solar facility, a battery energy storage system will be
constructed to store the energy generated by the solar panels. Transportation of hazardous materials
relating to the battery system includes electrolyte and graphite and would occur during construction,
operation (if replacement of batteries is needed) and decommissioning (removal of the batteries). All
of these various materials would be transported and handled in compliance with DTSC regulations.
Therefore, likelihood of an accidental release during transport or residual contamination following
accidental release is not anticipated.
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Lithium-ion batteries used in the storage system contain cobalt oxide, manganese dioxide, nickel
oxide, carbon, electrolyte, and polyvinylidene fluoride. Of these chemicals, only electrolyte should be
considered hazardous, inflammable and could react dangerously when mixed with water. The U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT) regulates transport of lithium-ion batteries under the DOT's
Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 C.F.R., Parts 171-180). The HMR apply to any material
DOT determines is capable of posing an unreasonable risk to health, safety, and property when
transported in commerce. Lithium-ion batteries must conform to all applicable HMR requirements
when offered for transportation or transported by air, highway, rail, or water (DOT 2021). Additionally,
carbon (as graphite) is flammable and could pose a fire hazard. As further detailed below, fire
protection is achieved through project design features, such as monitoring, diagnostics and a fire
suppression system. The project would be required to comply with state laws and county ordinance
restrictions, which regulate and control hazardous materials handled on site.

Constructionwastes would be disposed ofinaccordance withlocal, state, and federal regulations, and
recycling will be used to the greatest extent possible. In this context, with adherence to requirements
set forth by the ICFD, Imperial County OES, DTSC, OSHA regulatory requirements and CUPA,
impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.

Impact 3.9-2 Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Hazardous Materials

The project site is currently being used for agricultural production. Typical agricultural practices in the
Imperial Valley consist of aerial and ground application of pesticides and the application of chemical
fertilizers to both ground and irrigation water. However, the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act provides federal control of pesticide distribution, sale, and use. Pesticides used in the
United States must be registered by the EPA to assure that pesticides are properly labeled and that
they will not cause unreasonable harm to the environment. The construction phase, operations and
long-term maintenance of the facility would not result in additional application of pesticides or
fertilizers.

As stated above, construction of the proposed project will involve the use of limited use of hazardous
materials, such as fuels and greases to fuel and service construction equipment, and during operation
regular and routine maintenance of the proposed project may result in the potential to handle
hazardous materials. However, the hazardous materials handled on-site would be limited to small
amounts of everyday use cleaners and common chemicals used for maintenance. The applicant will
be required to comply with State laws and County Ordinance restrictions, which regulate and control
hazardous materials handled on-site. Therefore, a less than significant impact has been identified for
this issue area.

Review of information from Envirostor and GeoTracker, the project site is not listed as a hazardous
materials site and there are no active sites that require cleanup, such as LUST Sites, Department of
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Defense Sites, and Cleanup Program Sites within 1 mile of the project site. The two LUST cases
within 1 mile of the project site are completed and closed.

Battery Energy Storage System

Protection would be provided as part of the project design by housing the battery units in enclosed
structures to provide containment should a fire break out or for potential spills. Any potential fire risk
that the traditional lithium-ion cells have will most likely be caused by over-charging or through short
circuit due to age. This risk will be mitigated through monitoring and a fire suppression system that
includes water and or a suppression agent (eg FM-200, Novatech) with smoke detectors, control
panel, alarm, piping and nozzles. The fire protection system will be designed by a certified fire
protection engineer and installed by a fire protection system contractor licensed in California and in
accordance with all relevant building and fire codes in effectinthe County at the time of building permit
submission. Fire protection systems for battery systems would be designed in accordance with
California Fire Code and would take into consideration the recommendations of the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) 855.

The fire protection plan is anticipated to include a combination of prevention, suppression, and
isolation methods and materials. The general approach to fire mitigation at the project site would be
prevention of an incident, followed by attempts to isolate and control the incident to the immediately
affected equipment, thento suppress any fire with a clean agent so as to reduce damage to uninvolved
equipment. Fire suppression agents such as Novec 1230 or FM 2000, or water may be used as a
suppressant. In addition, fire prevention methods would be implemented to reduce potential fire risk,
including voltage, current, and temperature alarms. Energy storage equipment would comply with
Underwriters Laboratory (UL)-95401 and test methods associated with UL-9540A. For lithium-ion
batteries storage, a system would be used that would contain the fire event and encourage
suppression through cooling, isolation, and containment. Suppressing a lithium-ion (secondary)
battery is best accomplished by cooling the burning material. A gaseous fire suppressant agent (e.g.,
3M™ Novec™ 1230 Fire Protection Fluid or similar) and an automatic fire extinguishing system with
sound and light alarms would be used for lithium-ion batteries.

To mitigate potential hazards, redundant separate methods of failure detectionwould be implemented.
These would include alarms from the Battery Management System (BMS), including voltage, current,
and temperature alarms. Detection methods for off gas detection would be implemented, as
applicable. These are in addition to other potential protective measures such as ventilation,
overcurrent protection, battery controls maintaining batteries within designated parameters,
temperature and humidity controls, smoke detection, and maintenance in accordance with
manufacturer guidelines. Remote alarms would be installed for operations personnel as well as
emergency response teams in addition to exterior hazard lighting. In addition, an Incidence Response
Plan would be implemented. In this context, impacts would be considered less than significant for this
impact area.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.
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Impact 3.9-3 Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within 0.25 mile of an existing or
proposed school?

The project site is not located within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school. Therefore, the
proposed project would not pose arisk to nearby schools and no impact would occur.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.

Impact 3.9-4 Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and,
as aresult, would create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

Based on a review of the Cortese List conducted in September 2021, the project site is not listed as a
hazardous materials site. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would resultin no impact

related to the project site being located on a listed hazardous materials site pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.

Impact 3.9-5 For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, result
in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the
project area?

The nearest public airport is the Brawley Municipal Airport located approximately 1.5 miles south of
the project site. However, the project site is outside of the airport compatibility zones of the Brawley
Municipal Airport (County of Imperial 1996). Additionally, as discussed in Section 3.2, Aesthetics, the
project would not expose approach slopes associated with the Brawley Municipal Airport to glare
hazards. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not result in a safety hazard or
excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area and no impact would occur. No
significant impact is identified for this issue area.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.
Impact 3.9-6 Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

The Imperial County Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan (Imperial County OES 2016) does
notidentify specific emergency roadway routes as part of their emergency operations plan (EOP). The
Circulation & Scenic Highways Element of the General Plan (County of Imperial 2008), identifies SR-
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111, located west of the project site, as the “backbone” route of Imperial County since it connects the
three largest cities and acts as a major goods movement route.

The applicant for the proposed project will be required, through the Conditions of Approval, to prepare
a street improvement plan for the proposed project that will include emergency access points and safe
vehicular travel. Additionally, local building codes would be followed to minimize flood, seismic, and
fire hazard. Therefore, the proposed project would result in a less than significant impact associated
with the possible impediment to emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.

Impact 3.9-7 Would the project expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to
a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?

The projectsiteis located in the unincorporated area of Imperial County. According to the Seismic and
Public Safety Element of the General Plan (County of Imperial 1997), the potential fora major fire in
the unincorporated areas of the County is generally low.

Proposed project facilities would be designed, constructed, and operated in accordance with
applicablefire protection and otherenvironmental, health, and safety requirements (e.g., CPUC safety
standards). Primary access to the project site would be located off N Best Avenue. A secondary
emergency access road would be located in the northwest portion of the project site. Access roads
would also be constructed with an all-weather surface, to meet the County Fire Department’s
standards. Points of ingress/egress would be accessed via locked gates that can be opened by any
emergency responders. Additionally, water for emergency fire suppression would likely be provided
by water trucks during construction and the existing ground storage tank on-site which is filled by the
Best Canal during operation.

Because the proposed project is not located in proximity to an area susceptible to wildland fires,
implementation of the proposed project would result in a less than significant impact related to the
possible risk to people or structures caused by wildland fires.

Mitigation Measure(s)

No mitigation measures are required.

3.9.4 Decommissioning/Restorationand Residual Impacts

Decommissioning/Restoration

If at the end of the PPA term, no contract extension is available for a power purchaser, no other buyer
of theenergy emerges, orthere is no further funding of the project, the project will be decommissioned
and dismantled. During decommissioning and restoration of the project site, the applicant or its
successor in interest would be responsible for the removal, recycling, and/or disposal of all solar
arrays, inverters, battery storage system, transformers and other structures on each of the project site.
The project applicant anticipates using the best available recycling measures at the time of
decommissioning. Any potentially hazardous materials located on the site would be disposed of,
and/orremediated priorto construction of the solarfacilities. Atthe end of a lithium-ion module’s useful
life (typically estimated to be 10 to 20+ years) and final project decommissioning, the batteries would
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be decommissioned and recycled per manufacturer guidelines. Certain manufacturers allow for the
batteries to be returned to the manufacturing facility or a third-party recycling facility where the
batteries are disassembled, and certain materials are recovered from the battery for reuse.

The operation of the solarfacility would not generate hazardous wastes and therefore, implementation
of applicable regulations and mitigation measures identified for construction and operations would
ensure restoration of the project site to pre-project conditions during the decommissioning process in
a manner that would be less than significant. Furthermore, decommissioning/restoration activities
would not result in a potential impact associated with ALUCP consistency (structures would be
removed and the site would remain in an undeveloped condition), wildfires (fire protection measures),
or impediment to an emergency plan (the undeveloped condition as restored, would not conflict with
emergency plans).

Residual

Adherence to federal, state and local regulations will ensure that impacts related to the transportation
of hazardous materials and potential fires would be reduced to levels less than significant. Based on
these circumstances, the proposed project would not result in residual significant and unmitigable
impacts related to hazards and hazardous materials.
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