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APPENDIX A – INITIAL STUDY / NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF   
DRAFT SEIR / COMMENT LETTERS & 

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM



Imperial County 
Planning & Development Services Department 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (SEIR) FOR THE 
LE CONTE BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE PROJECT,  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SEIR SCOPING MEETING 

The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department intends to prepare a Supplemental Environmental 

Impact Report (SEIR) for the proposed Le Conte Battery Energy Storage Project (Project), as described below. The 

Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department will be the Lead Agency. A public scoping meeting for the 

proposed SEIR will be held by the Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department at 6:00 p.m. on March 

28, 2019. The scoping meeting will be held at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 2nd Floor, County Administration 

Center located at 940 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Comments regarding the scope of the SEIR will be accepted at 

this meeting. 

SUBJECT: Le Conte Battery Energy Storage Project 

PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVAL: Fall 2019 

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed stand‐alone Project will be located within the fence line of the existing Centinela  

Solar Energy (CSE) project site on land wholly owned by CSE (APN 052‐190‐041). Figure 1 provides an overview of the 

immediate surrounding area. The Project is proposed to be located adjacent to the east side of the existing SDG&E Drew 

Switchyard just south of SR 98, west of the existing solar panels, and east of Mandrapa Road, within the western portion 

of the overall existing CSE project site (Figure 2). Two alternative locations (APN 052‐190‐010) (Figure 3 and Figure 4) are 
also being proposed immediately west and east of the existing CSE Control Building. The existing CSE site is bounded by 

Fisher Road to the north, Mandrapa Road and Westside Main Canal on the west, Rockwood Road to the east, and the 

Woodbine Lateral Four sits just south of the CSE southern limits. California State Route (SR 98) bisects the overall CSE site 

from  east   to west   and   Brockman   Road  bi sects  the  si te   from  north  to  south.  It  is  legally  described  as  located  within  

Township 17 South, Range 13 East, in sections 16 and 17 as shown on the Mount Signal 7.5’ USGS Quadrangle. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed Project is a battery energy storage system with up to 125 megawatts (MW) of 

electric storage capacity, located within the fence line of the CSE Site. The Project is designed to operate and will be 

monitored 24 hours per day, 7 days per week and would not require any on site regular employees. The Project will be 

located entirely within the fence line of the existing CSE site. The batteries, battery racks and related control systems will 

be housed internally within the 85,000 square foot battery energy storage system (BESS) building(s). Inverters, an on‐

site substation and a 230‐kilovolt (kV) overhead electric tie line will be located outdoors.  

Routine maintenance activities, including equipment testing, monitoring, and repair will occur as needed. Only 

authorized personnel will be permitted on‐site and generally will be limited to the personnel monitoring and 

maintaining the facility. During operation the Project will not require the use of water. 

Construction of the proposed Project will involve minimal grading to prepare the site since it is located on a previously 

prepared and graded area within CSE fence line. Excavation will be used in activities such as trenching for underground 

wiring and cables, for placing electric poles, preparing equipment pads and for common services facilities. Dust 

generation would be controlled by watering and, as necessary, the use of other dust suppression methods and materials 

accepted by the ICAPCD or the California Air Resources Board (CARB). Construction activities would be completed within 

approximately 12 months. The number of on‐site construction workers would is expected to peak at approximately 50 

workers. Project characteristics are described below: 



  

The proposed Project is a BESS with up to 125 MW of electric storage and interconnection capacity on land entirely 

within the boundary of the CSE site. This proposed Project represents a complementary use to the existing CSE site. The 

Project will allow for efficient storage of renewable energy generated in Imperial County so that it is available when 

needed most. The Project will use battery energy storage technology to absorb and discharge electrical energy onto the 

SDG&E power grid, which is controlled by the California Independent System Operator (CAISO). The Project's energy 

storage system will be similar in layout and appearance to a data center or "server farm" with rows of rack‐ mounted 

batteries housed inside one or more enclosures and consist of the following general components: 

 Batteries and Enclosures: Banks of electrochemical batteries connected in series and parallel to provide the total 

energy storage capacity including associated electronics for monitoring and managing the batteries to ensure 

safety and the design life of the system. 

 

 Power Conversion Systems (PCS): Each PCS will consist of bi‐directional inverters with 480V AC output, and a 

medium voltage (MV) transformer which steps the voltage up to 34.SkV. 

 

 Substation: AC energy from the MV transformers are aggregated at the Project substation and stepped up to 

230‐kV by high‐voltage transformer(s) and then delivered to the Drew Switchyard. 

 

 Ancillary Systems: The plant ancillary systems control, protect and support the Project and its operation. They 

include fencing; security; lighting; fire protection; and heating, venting, and air conditioning (HVAC). 

Centinela Solar Energy, LLC, the owner of the Project site and the existing CSE facility, will lease  the  Project  site to the 

Applicant. The Applicant  will  construct, own, and operate the Project. The Project will be dependent on rights owned 

by  CSE and leased to the Applicant, including  but  not  limited  to:  use  of  a portion  of  the  CSE  Project  site,  rights  of 

access, site  improvements  including drainage, grounding and site maintenance, physical security, as well as  obtaining 

from  CSE the  right to  use a portion of the  facilities  owned by CSE to connect  to the SDG&E Drew Switchyard. The 

Project will interconnect to SDG&E’s Drew Switchyard via a shared gen‐tie line currently delivering energy from the 

adjacent CSE project. For a more detailed description and Applicant‐prepared support documents please refer to the 

CUP application package on file with Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department. 

AGRICULTURAL DESIGNATED AREA PLAN: The  Project  area  is  located  on  the  western  and  southern  fringe  of 

developed  agricultural  lands  in  Imperial  County  immediately  west  of  the  City  of  Calexico,  CA  on  parcels  zoned  for 

agriculture A‐2, A‐2‐R and A‐3. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISTRICT: District 2, Supervisor Luis A. Plancarte. 

ANTICIPATED SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS: The  SEIR  will  analyze  potential  impacts  associated  with  the  following:  Air 

Quality;  Biological  Resources;  Cultural  Resources;  Geology/Soils;  Hazards  and  Hazardous  Materials;  Noise; 

Transportation/Circulation; and Cumulative Impacts. 

COMMENTS REQUESTED: The Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department would like to know your 

ideas about the effects this Project might have on the environment and your suggestions as to mitigation or ways the 

Project may be revised to reduce or avoid any significant environmental impacts. Your comments will guide the scope and 

content of environmental issues to be examined in the SEIR. Your comments may be submitted in writing to: Jim Minnick, 

Director, Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. Available 

project information may be reviewed at this location. Due to the limits mandated by Sate law, your response must be sent 

at the earliest possible date but no later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION REVIEW PERIOD: March 14, 2019 through April 15, 2019 
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Figure 1
Regional Location Map 

Imperial County, California
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Imperial County Planning & Development Services 
(Jim Minnick, Director) 

801 MAIN ST., EL CENTRO, CA.., 92243   760-482-4236   
GM\DB\ 052\190\041\eec\pROJREP 

 

 
 
 
TO:   ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION               AGENDA DATE:  April 11,2019 

COMMITTEE 
 
FROM: PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT. AGENDA TIME     1:30 PM/No. 1  
 
 NON ACTION ITEM   NON ACTION ITEM 
PROJECT TYPE:  Le Conte Battery Energy Storage                          SUPERVISOR DIST #2 
 
LOCATION:   6319 Brockman  Road    APN: 052-190-041-000  
 
 Imperial County,   CA.     PARCEL SIZE:  278+/- acres  
 
GENERAL PLAN (existing)  Agriculture   GENERAL PLAN (proposed)  N/A   
 
ZONE (existing)    A-2 R General AG Rural   ZONE (proposed)      
 
GENERAL PLAN FINDINGS        CONSISTENT         INCONSISTENT        MAY BE/FINDINGS 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION DECISION:    HEARING DATE:    
 
                                             APPROVED           DENIED             OTHER    
 
PLANNING DIRECTORS DECISION:    HEARING DATE:      
 
                                             APPROVED            DENIED              OTHER  
 
ENVIROMENTAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE DECISION: HEARING DATE: 04/11/2019  
         INITIAL STUDY: 18-0016  
 

        NEGATIVE DECLARATION     MITIGATED NEG. DECLARATION      SEIR 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS / APPROVALS: 
 

PUBLIC WORKS      NONE       ATTACHED 
AG / APCD       NONE       ATTACHED 
E.H.S.        NONE       ATTACHED 
FIRE / OES       NONE       ATTACHED 
OTHER  IID,  

 
REQUESTED ACTION:xc 
 
 

SEE ATTACHED 

NON ACTION ITEM EEC ORIGINAL PKG
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Gavin Newsom 
Governor 

March 14, 2019 

S T A T E OF C A L I F 0 R N I A 

Governor's Office of Planning and Research 

State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 

Notice of Preparation 

To: Reviewing Agencies 

Re: Le Conte Battery Energy Storage Project 
SCH# 2010111056 

REC IVE 
MAR 21 2019 
IMPER/AL COUNTY 

LANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

Attached for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Le Conte Battery Energy 
Storage Project draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Responsible agencies must transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOP, focusing on 
specific information related to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receipt of the NOP from 
the Lead Agency. This is a courtesy notice provided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder for you to 
comment in a timely manner. We encourage other agencies to also respond to this notice and express their 
concerns early in the environmental review process. 

Please direct your comments to: 

Jim Minnick 
Imperial County 
801 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 

·with a copy to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research at 
state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov . Please refer to the SCH number noted above in all correspondence 
conceining this project on our website: https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2010111056/6. 

If you have any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the State 
Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613. 

- smcernly, . ~r-

~ . 
Director, State Clearinghouse 

cc: Lead Agency 

1400 TENTH STREET P.O. BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-3044 
TEL 1-916-445-0613 state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov www.opr.ca.gov 



Print Form 
Appendix C 

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613 SCH# 2QIO If/ oe::) ~ 
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 ~ 

Project Title: LE CONTE BA TIE RY ENERGY STORAGE PROJECT 

Lead Agency: IMPERIAL COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICii 

Mailing Address: 801 MAIN STREET 

City: EL CENTRO Zip: 92243 

Contact Person: JIM MINNICK 
Phone: (442) 265-1746 

County: IMPERIAL -----
Project Location: County:_IM_P_E_R_IA_L _________ City/Nearest Community: _C_it._y_o_f _C_a_le_x_ic_o _ ________ _ 

Cross Streets: U.S. HWY 98 & BROCKMAN ROAD Zip Code: 92259 

Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): __ 0 
__ ' __ "NI __ · 0 

__ ' __ " W Total Acres: 57 4 --------
Assessor's Parcel No.: 052-190-041, 052-190-010 Section: 16, 17 Twp.: 17 South Range: 13 East Base: SBM 

Within 2 Miles: State Hwy#: 1-8 Waterways: --------------------
Airports: Railways: Schools: ---------

Document Type: 

CEQA: !&] NOP D DraftEIR NEPA: 0 NOi Other: D JointDocument 
D Early Cons D Supplement/Subsequent EIR i,.QniftOfficeof Pfanning~sPocument 
0 Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.) LI Draft EIS "[Jlmirr! 
D Mit Neg Dec Other: D FON.~l" ------- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ f!lAf' 1 a .2fil§_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Local Action Type: 

D General Plan Updat~ 
D General Plan Amendment 
D General Plan Element 
D Community Plan 

D Specific Plan 
D Master Plan 

D RezoSTATEOLtAftfN(itfQUl&exaLion 
D Prezone D Redevelopment 

D 
D 

Planned Unit Development ~ Use Permit lOV,8mofe~Sa~\D.l~t _ 
Site Plan D Land Division (Subdivision, etcJ""LJ''b'Hl@~'lfell'f8lallch 

0ev-;1;p;e;Typ~:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - f.JArf14 2o1f - - - - -
D Residential: Units ___ Acres __ _ 
D Office: Sq.ft. Acres ___ Employees __ _ 
D Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres ___ Employees __ _ 

0 Transportation: ~TATECLEl\RfNGHOUSE 
0 Mining: Mineral 

l&J Industrial: Sq.ft. 85,000 Acres___ Employees __ _ -------------0 Power: Type MW 
0 Waste Treatment:Type MGD ____ _ D Educational: ________________ _ 

D Recreational: ;....__ _______________ _ 
D Water Facilities: Type 

0 Hazardous Waste:Type _____________ ~ 
0 Other: ------ MGD ____ _ 

------------------~ 

Project Issues Discussed In Document: 

!&I AestheticNisual D Fiscal D Recreation/Parks 
D Agricultural Land ~Flood Plain/Flooding 0 Schools/Universities 
!&I Air Quality 0 Forest Land/Fire Hazard 0 Septic Systems 
!&I Archeological/Historical !&] Geologic/Seismic D Sewer Capacity 
~ Biological Resources 0 Minerals 0 Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading 
D Coastal Zone !&I Noise !&I Solid Waste 
D Drainage/Absorption D Population/Housing Balance l&J Toxic/Hazardous 
D Economic/Jobs l&J Public Services/Facilities l&J Traffic/Circulation 

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: 
No present land use, solar operation nearby/ A-2 /Agriculture Designation 

0 Vegetation 
0 Water Quality 
0 Water Supply/Groundwater 
0 Wetland/Riparian 
0 Growth Inducement 
l&J Land Use 
D Cumulative Effects 
D Other: -------

ProJect o-;scriptlon?" (please use a separ8te page ff necessa7rr - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The proposed Project is a Battery Energy Storage System with up to 125 MW of electrical interconnection and transmission 
capacity on land entirely within the boundary of the existing CSE site. This proposed BESS represents a complementary use to 
the existing CSE site. The existing CSE facility, was approved in December 2011 by the County of Imperial Board of Supervisors 
upon certification of a Final Environmental Impact Report (State Clearinghouse Number 2010111056) for the Centinela Solar 
Energy Project (2011 FEIR); approval of a CUP (CUP 10-0007) to construct and operate a 275 MW project on parcels zoned for 
agriculture (i.e., A-2, A-2-R and A-3); approval of a Variance (Vl 1-0003) to allow the transmission towers to exceed the 120-foot 
height limit within the A-2-R and A-3 zones; and approval of other associated discretionary actions. 

Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects. If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or 
previous draft document) please fill in. 

Revised 2010 



/ 

Reviewing Agencies Checklist 
Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X". 
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S". 

x Air Resources Board 

__ Boating & Waterways, Department of 

__ California Emergency Management Agency 

x__ Caljfomia Highway Patrol 

--, 

Caltrans District # 11 

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 

Caltrans Planning 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy 

Coastal Commission 

Colorado River Board 

Conservation, Department of 

Corrections, Department of 

Delta Protection Commission 

Education, Department of 

Energy Commission 

Fish & Game Region # 

__ Food & Agriculture, Department of 

Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of 

General Services, Department of 

Health Services, Department of 

Housing & Community Development 

x __ Native American Heritage Commission 

Office of Historic Preservation 

Office of Public School Construction 

__ Parks & Recreation, Department of 

__ Pesticide Regulation, Department of 

x Public Utilities Commission 

__ Regional WQCB # __ 

__ Resources Agency 

Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of 

__ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 

__ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 

__ San Joaquin River Conservancy 

Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 

State Lands Commission 

SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 

__ SWRCB: Water Quality 

__ SWRCB: Water Rights 

__ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

Toxic Substances Control, Department of 

__ Water Resources, Department of 

Other: ____________ _____ _ 

Other: _________________ _ 

Local Public Review Period (to be filled In by lead agency) 

Starting Date March 14, 2019 

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 

Consulting Firm: Burns & McDonald 
Address: 4225 Executive Square, Suite 500 

City/State/Zip: La Jolla I CA I 92037 
Contact: Chris Knopp 
Phone: (858) 260-5982 

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resourc 

Ending Date April 15, 2019 

Applicant: Le Conte Energy Storage, LLC 
Address: 5000 Hopyard Road, STE 480 

City/State/Zip: Pleasanton I CA I 94588 
Phone: (925) 201-5240 

Date: 3/13/2019 

Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code. 

Revised 2010 



NOP Distribution List 

isources Agency 

Resources Agency 
Nadell Gayou 

0 Dept. of Boating & 
Waterways 
Denise Peferson 

·o California Coastal 

0 

II 

0 

0 

• 

Commission 
Allyson Hitt 

Colorado River Board 
Elsa Contreras 

Dept. of Conservation 
Crina Chan 

Cal Fire 
Dan Foster 

Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board 
James Herota 

Office of Historic 
Preservation 
Ron Parsons 

Dept of Parks & Recreation 
Environmental Stewardship 
Section 

0 S.F. Bay Conservation & 
Dev't. Comm. 
Steve Goldbeck 

0 Dept. of Water 
Resources 
Resources Agency 
Nadell Gayou 

Fish and Game 

0 Depart. of Fish & Wildlife 
Scott Flint 

D 

D 

0 

D 

Environmental Services 
Division 

Fish & Wildlife Region 1 
Curt Babcock 

Fish & Wildlife Region 1 E 
Laurie Hamsberger 

Fish & Wildlife Region 2 
Jeff Drongesen 

Fish & Wildlife Region 3 
Craig Weightman 

0 

0 

IJ 

Fish & Wildlife Region 4 
Julie Vance 

Fish & Wildlife Region 5 
Leslie Newton-Reed 
Habitat Conservation 
Program 

Fish & Wildlife Region 6 
Tiffany Ellis 
Habitat Conservation 
Program 

0 Fish & Wildlife Region 6 l/M 
Heidi Calvert 
Inyo/Mono, Habitat 
Conservation Program 

0 Dept. of Fish & Wildlife M 
William Paznokas 
Marine Region 

Other Departments 

0 California Department of 
Education 
Lesley Taylor 

ll OES (Office of Emergency 
Services) 
Monique Wilber 

0 Food & Agriculture 
Sandra Schubert 
Dept. of Food and 
Agriculture 

D Dept. of General Services 
Cathy Buck 
Environmental Services 
Section 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA--CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT 11 
4050 TAYLOR STREET, MS-240 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92110 
PHONE (619) 688-6075 
FAX (619) 688-4299 
TTY 711 
www.dot.ca.gov 

April11,2019 

Mr. David Black 
Project Planner 

Gavin Newsom Governor 

Making Conservation 
a California Way of Life. 

11-IMP-98 
PM 22.85 

Le Conte Battery Energy Storage Project 
NOP/SEIR 

Imperial County Planning and Development Services 
801 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 

Dear Mr. Black: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
review process for the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the proposed Le Conte Battery Energy Storage 
Project located on State Route 98 (SR-98) near Brockman Road, west of the city of 
Calexico. The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and 
efficient transportation system to enhance California's economy and livability. The 
Local Development-Intergovernmental Review (LD-IGR) Program reviews land use 
projects and plans to ensure consistency with our mission and state planning priorities. 

Caltrans has the following comments: 

It is understood that the project will only access SR-98 from one access point using the 
existing Centinela Solar Energy Plant driveway that was permitted through a Caltrans 
Encroachment Permit in 2015. 

Traffic Control Plan/Hauling 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has discretionary authority with 
respect to highways under its jurisdiction and may, upon application and if good cause 
appears, issue a special permit to operate or move a vehicle or combination of vehicles 
or special mobile equipment of a size or weight of vehicle or load exceeding the 
maximum limitations specified in the California Vehicle Code. The Caltrans 
Transportation Permits Issuance Branch is responsible for the issuance of these special 
transportation permits for oversize/overweight vehicles on the State Highway System. 
Additional information is provided online at: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/permits/index.html 

"Provide a safe, s11slai11ab/e, l11tegruted amt ef]icie11/ /ra11sportatio11 system 
lo e11lu111ce CalijOrnia S eco11omy mu! livability" 



Mr. David Black 
April 11, 2019 
Page 2 

A Traffic Control Plan is to be submitted to Caltrans District 11 at least 30 days prior to 
the start of any construction. Traffic shall not be unreasonably delayed. The plan shall 
also outline suggested detours to use during closures, including routes and signage. 

Potential impacts to the highway facilities (1-8 and SR-98) and traveling public from 
the detour, demolition and other construction activities should be discussed and 
addressed before work begins. 

The Highway Closure Plan, as part of the encroachment permit, should be 
submitted to Caltrans at least 30 days prior to initiating installation of the 
crossings. No work shall begin in Caltrans Right of Way (R/W) until an 
encroachment permit is approved. As part of the encroachment permit process, 
the applicant must provide the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
exemption notice and any corresponding technical studies. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mark McCumsey at (619) 688-6802 or by 
email at mark.mccumsey@dot.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

f (' 
!'/\ j 1) ... \, I f',-i 
/I Vl " 

MELINA PEREIRA, Acting Branch Chief 
Local Development and Intergovernmental Review Branch 

"Provide a safe, sustainable, Integrated and efficient transportation system 
to enhance California's economy and livability" 



Gabriela Moreno 

From: 
Sent: 

Krug, Robert@DTSC < Robert.Krug@dtsc.ca.gov> 
Friday, April 05, 2019 5:04 PM 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi Gabriela, 

Gabriela Robb 
David Black; Joe Hernandez 
RE: 04 1119 EEC Meeting 

Assessment #18-0016: Applicant: Le Conte Energy Storage, and 
Assessment #19-0005: Applicant : Chapel L Transporters, LLC 
The DTSC Imperial CUPA requests that the businesses evaluate their inventory for any Hazardous Materials (HM), if they 
will have any Hazardous Wastes (HW), if there will be any petroleum Aboveground Storage Tanks (ASTs) or Underground 
Storage Tanks (USTs), and lastly if they exceed the thresholds for the California Accidental Release Program. If they 
determine they do have one of these as part of their business operation, then they need to notify the Imperial CUPA and 
we will evaluate and assist them in what they need to do. They will then be inspected by a CUPA inspector at least 
every three years and will need to make an annual CUPA fee payment. Any determination on their part is subject to 
validation by the Imperial CUPA, which may consist of an inspection of the facility and sampling wastes for HW criteria. 

If you could give this notice to all new businesses, then that would be more efficient. 
Thanks, 
Bob 

Robert Krug 
Acting CUPA Program Manager 
Supervisor I Senior Environmental Scientist 
DTSC Imperial CUPA 
627 Wake Avenue 
El Centro, CA 92243 
Robert.Krug@dtsc.ca .gov 
(760) 336-8919 Work 
{760) 457-7376 Cell 

From: Gabriela Robb <GabrielaRobb@co.imperial.ca.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2019 2:32 PM 
Subject: 04 1119 EEC Meeting 

Good afternoon all, 

RECE\VED 
APR 08 20\9 

\M~cKliU. \iUU~n 
PL~NNING & Q?'J~LO~M~NT S£RV\C£S 

Please see attached Agenda for the April 11, 2019 EEC meeting. 
Please feel free to review the packages that have been uploaded to our 
webpage. http://www.icpds.com/?pid == 6543 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office. 

Thank you, 

Gabriela Robb 
Office Assistant II 
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Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
Le Conte Battery Energy Storage Project SEIR - Imperial County, CA 

 

The County of Imperial will adopt this Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) in 
accordance with Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21081.6 and Section 15097 of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. The purpose of the MMRP is to ensure that the Le Conte 
Battery Energy Storage Project (Project), which is the subject of the Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIR), comply with all applicable environmental mitigation requirements. The mitigation 
measures for the Project will be adopted by the County of Imperial, in conjunction with the adoption of 
the SEIR. The mitigation measures have been integrated into this MMRP. Within this document, the 
approved mitigation measures are organized and referenced by subject category. The mitigation measures 
are provided in the table below. The specific mitigation measures are identified, as well as the monitoring 
method, responsible monitoring party, monitoring phase, verification/approval party, date mitigation 
measure verified or implemented, location of documents (monitoring record), and completion 
requirement for each mitigation measure. 

The mitigation measures applicable to the Project include avoiding certain impacts altogether, minimizing 
impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation, and/or reducing or 
eliminating impacts over time by maintenance operations during the life of the action. Public Resources 
Code Section 21081.6 requires the Lead Agency, for each project that is subject to CEQA, to monitor 
performance of the mitigation measures included in any environmental document to ensure that 
implementation does, in fact, take place. The County of Imperial is the designated CEQA lead agency for 
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. The County of Imperial is responsible for review of 
all monitoring reports, enforcement actions, and document disposition as it relates to impacts within the 
County’s jurisdiction. The County of Imperial will rely on information provided by the monitor as 
accurate and up to date and will field check mitigation measure status as required. 

A record of the MMRP will be maintained at County of Imperial, Department of Planning and 
Development Services, 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA 92243. 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 
Biological Resources 

BIO‐1 

Noxious, Invasive and Non-Native Weeds: To 
minimize the introduction and spread of weed 
species the Project shall continue to implement 
relevant elements of the previously approved CSE 
facility Weed Management Plan, including a 
discussion of specific weeds identified on site that 
will be targeted for eradication or control as well as 
a variety of measures that will be undertaken 
during construction and operations and 
maintenance activities to prevent the introduction 
and spread of new weed species as a result of the 
project.  

Prior to the 
issuance of a 
grading permit, 
Planning and 
Development 
Services shall 
review and 
approve the Weed 
Management Plan 
relevant to the 
Project. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services  

Prior to the 
issuance of 
a grading 

permit 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 

BIO‐2 

Nesting Raptors Raptors and active raptor nests 
are protected under California Fish and Game Code 
3503.5, 3503, 3513. To prevent direct and indirect 
noise impact to nesting raptors such as red‐tailed 
hawk, the following measures should be 
implemented:  

 

• To the extent practicable, grading and clearing 
within the proposed Project site should take place 
outside the raptors’ breeding season of February 
1 to July 15.  

 

• If construction occurs between February 1 and 
July 15, an approved biologist shall conduct a 
pre‐construction clearance survey for nesting 
raptors in suitable nesting habitat (e.g., tall trees 
or transmission towers) that occurs within 500 
feet of the Project site. If any active raptor nest is 
located, the nest area will be flagged, and a 500‐
foot buffer zone delineated, flagged, or otherwise 
marked. No work activity may occur within this 
buffer area, until an approved biologist 
determines that the fledglings are independent of 
the nest.  

Prior to 
construction, 
Department of 
Planning and 
Development 
Services shall 
verify that 
preconstruction 
clearance surveys 
were conducted. If 
active raptor nests 
are present, the 
measures as listed 
in Mitigation 
Measure BIO-2 
shall be 
implemented. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 

Prior to 
construction 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 

BIO‐3: 

Migratory Birds and Other Sensitive Non‐
Migratory Bird Species  

Construction Conservation Measures 

• Apply APLIC design guidelines for overhead 
utilities (APLIC 2006) by incorporating 
recommended or other methods that enhance the 
visibility of the lines to avian species.  

• All overhead electric lines shall be designed to be 
raptor‐safe in accordance with the Suggested 
Practices for Raptor Protection on Power Lines: 
The State of the Art in 2006 (Avian Power Line 
Interaction Committee [APLIC] 2006).  

Operations and Maintenance Measures 

• Preparation of a Raven Control Plan that avoids 
introducing water and food resources in the 
Project site. 

• Incorporate APLIC guidelines for overhead 
utilities as appropriate to minimize avian 
collisions with Gen‐tie Line facilities (APLIC 
2006). 

• Minimize noise. 

• Minimize use of outdoor lighting. 

• Implement measures of the CSE facility post—
construction avian monitoring plan including the 
Wildlife Mortality Reporting Program.  

During 
construction and 
operation and 
maintenance, the 
Applicant shall 
implement 
Mitigation 
Measure BIO-3 
which would 
include adherence 
to the APLIC 
design guidelines 
and Raven 
Control Plan. 
Prior to 
construction, 
Department of 
Planning and 
Development 
Services shall 
verify that a 
Raven Control 
Plan was 
prepared. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 

During 
construction 

and 
operations 

and 
maintenance 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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BIO‐4 

Burrowing Owl 

Burrowing owls are known to occur in and along 
the active agricultural fields adjacent to the existing 
CSE facility site. The following measures will 
avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential impact to 
burrowing owl during construction activities:  

1.  To the extent practicable, grading and clearing 
within the project site should take place between 
September 1 and January 31 to avoid impacts to 
any breeding burrowing owls. Occupied burrows 
on the Project site shall not be removed during the 
nesting season (February 1 through August 31) 
unless a qualified biologist verifies through non‐
invasive methods that either (a) the birds have not 
begun egg‐laying and incubation; or (b) that 
juveniles from the occupied burrows are foraging 
independently and are capable of independent 
survival. If grading and clearing within the project 
site is to begin during the breeding season 
(February 1 through August 31), the following 
measures (#2 through #4 below) will be 
implemented.  

2.  Within 30‐days prior to initiation of grading and 
clearing, pre‐construction clearance surveys for 
this species shall be conducted by qualified and 
agency‐approved biologists to determine the 
presence or absence of this species within the 
grading area. The proposed grading areas shall be 
clearly demarcated in the field or via GPS by the 
project engineers and Designated Biologist prior to 
the commencement of the pre‐construction 
clearance survey. The surveys shall follow the 
protocols provided in the CSE Burrowing Owl 
Survey Protocol and Mitigation Guidelines.  

Prior to 
construction, the 
Planning and 
Development 
Services shall 
verify that 
preconstruction 
surveys were 
conducted. If 
active burrows are 
present, the 
measures as 
provided in 
Mitigation 
Measure BIO-4 
shall be 
implemented. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 
Services and 
Designated 
Biologist 

Prior to and 
during 

construction 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 
Services and 

CDFW 
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3.  When removal of occupied burrows is 
unavoidable, the following mitigation measures 
shall be implemented outside of the breeding 
season. Passive relocation methods are to be used 
by the biological monitors to move the owls out of 
the impact zone. This includes covering or 
excavating all burrows and installing one‐way 
doors into occupied burrows. This will allow any 
animals inside to leave the burrow but will exclude 
any animals from re‐entering the burrow. A period 
of at least one week is required after the relocation 
effort to allow the birds to leave the impacted area 
before excavation of the burrow can begin. The 
burrows should then be excavated and filled in to 
prevent their reuse. The removal of active burrows 
on‐site requires construction of new burrows or the 
enhancement of existing unsuitable burrows (i.e., 
enlargement or clearing of debris) at a mitigation 
ratio of 2:1 at least 50 meters from the impacted 
area and must be constructed as part of the above‐
described relocation efforts.  

4.  As the project construction schedule and details 
are finalized, an approved biologist shall verify that 
the Burrowing Owl (BUOW) Mitigation and 
Monitoring Plan will be updated and detail the 
approved, site‐specific methodology proposed to 
minimize and mitigate impacts to this species. 
Passive relocation, destruction of burrows, and 
construction of artificial burrows can only be 
completed upon prior approval by and in 
cooperation with the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (CDFW). 

5.  These measures shall be implemented, if 
passive relocation of some burrows are determined 
to be an unfavorable alternative for BUOW and 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 
occupied burrows are near construction activities. 
During the BUOW nesting season (February 1 to 
August 31), the qualified biologist shall establish 
and mark a 250-foot non‐disturbance buffer circle 
around the burrow. The buffer shall be staked and 
roped‐off prior to initiating any construction 
activity. No activity shall take place within the 
avoidance buffer area to ensure that disturbance to 
nesting birds does not occur. Any disturbance to 
nesting BUOW would require prior consultation, 
approval and mitigation in accordance with 
California Fish and Game requirements.  

6.  Disturbing nesting BUOW that may cause 
changes of behavior, plugging the burrow entrance 
or causing the burrow to collapse could effectively 
destroy the nest, and as such, require a State 
permit.  

7.  If an active, non‐breeding BUOW burrow is 
detected during preconstruction surveys, prior to 
onsite construction related activities, the qualified 
biologist shall establish and flag an avoidance 
buffer circle around the burrow area at a 160‐foot 
radius. 

Compensation 

-On-site or off-site mitigation will occur as 
determined in the compensatory mitigation plan 
developed for the CSE facility and approved 2012 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation Plan (Appendix C). 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 
Cultural Resources 

CR‐1 

To the extent practicable, the Project will be 
engineered and designed to avoid any cultural 
resources eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) and 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Such 
resources will be mitigated as specified in 
accordance with the approved historic properties 
treatment plan for the CSE facility site.  

Prior to grading, 
grading plans 
must be verified 
and approved by 
the Engineering 
Department. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 

  

CR‐2 

Cultural resources sites eligible for listing in the 
CRHR or NRHP adjacent to Project features but 
not directly impacted by construction shall be 
avoided during construction.  

Prior to the 
issuance of a 
grading permit, 
temporary fencing 
shall be required 
around the 
perimeters of 
cultural sites to 
avoid project 
impacts. Prior to 
grading, grading 
plans must be 
verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services  

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 

CR‐3 

The areal limits of construction activities shall be 
predetermined, with activity confined within those 
limits.  

Prior to the 
issuance of a 
grading permit, 
temporary fencing 
shall be required 
around the 
perimeters of 
cultural sites to 
avoid project 
impacts. Prior to 
grading, grading 
plans must be 
verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services  

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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CR‐4 

A cultural monitor shall be present during grading 
and excavation in areas on the Project site where 
construction or restoration surface‐disturbing 
activities are required.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During 
construction and 
operation and 
maintenance, the 
Applicant shall 
implement 
Mitigation 
Measure CR-4 
which would 
include the 
presence of a 
cultural monitor 
during grading 
and excavation in 
areas on the 
Project site where 
construction or 
restoration 
surface‐disturbing 
activities are 
required. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services/ 
Tribal 

Representative 

During 
grading and 
excavation 
activities 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services/ 
Tribal 

Representative 

  

CR‐5 
If subsurface deposits believed to be cultural in 
origin are discovered during construction, all work 
must halt within a 50-foot radius of the discovery. 

The Applicant 
shall notify the 
County 

Department of 
Planning and 

During 
construction 

Qualified 
Archaeologist/ 
Department of 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 
A qualified professional archaeologist shall be 
retained to evaluate the significance of the find. A 
Native American monitor, following the 
Guidelines for Monitors/Consultants of Native 
American Cultural, Religious, and Burial Sites 
established by the Native American Heritage 
Commission, may also be required. Work at the 
discovery site shall be suspended until the 
archaeologist conducts sufficient research and data 
collection to make a determination that the 
resource is either: 1) not cultural in origin; or 2) not 
potentially significant or eligible for listing on the 
NRHP or CRHR. If a potentially-eligible resource 
is encountered, then the archaeologist, lead agency, 
and project proponent shall arrange for either 1) 
total avoidance of the resource, if feasible; or 2) 
test excavations to evaluate eligibility for the 
CRHR and, if eligible, data recovery as mitigation. 

immediately if 
unknown 
historical and 
archaeological 
materials are 
encountered. The 
Applicant shall 
retain the services 
of a qualified 
professional 
archaeologist in 
the event of an 
unanticipated 
discovery. 

Development 
Services 

Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 

CR‐6 

In the event that evidence of human remains is 
discovered, construction activities within 50 feet of 
the discovery shall be halted or diverted and the 
Imperial County Coroner will be notified (Section 
7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code). If the 
Coroner determines that the remains are Native 
American, the Coroner will notify the Native 
American Heritage Commission which will 
designate a Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the 
Project (Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources 
Code). The designated MLD then has 48 hours 
from the time access to the property is granted to 
make recommendations concerning treatment of 
the remains (AB 2641). If the landowner does not 
agree with the recommendations of the MLD, the 
NAHC can mediate (Section 5097.94 of the Public 
Resources Code). If no agreement is reached, the 
landowner must rebury the remains where they will 
not be further disturbed (Section 5097.98 of the 
Public Resources Code). This will also include 
either recording the site with the California Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) or the 
appropriate Information Center; using an open 
space or conservation zoning designation or 
easement; or recording a document with the county 
in which the property is located (AB 2641).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

During 
construction and 
operational repair 
period, discovery 
of human remains 
shall result work 
stoppage in that 
area until the 
coroner and the 
Native American 
Heritage 
Commission are 
contacted. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 

Prior to the 
issuance of 
a grading 

permit 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services/ 
Imperial 
County 
Coroner 
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Mitigation 
Measure 
No. Mitigation Measure 

Monitoring 
Method 

Responsible 
Monitoring 

Party 
Monitoring 

Phase 

Verification/ 
Approval 

Party 

Location of 
Documents 
(Monitoring 

Record) 
Completion 

Requirement 
Geology and Soils 

GEO-1 

The Project shall be designed in accordance with 
California Building Code, Uniform Building Code 
or the standards of care established by the 
Structural Engineers Association of California and 
the County of Imperial building requirements. 
Standards subsequent geotechnical investigations 
on the final project design. 

Prior to grading, 
Project 
engineering/ 
design plans must 
be verified and 
approved by the 
Imperial County 
Engineering 
Department. 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-2 

The Project contractor shall implement ground 
improvement measures prior to construction, such 
as deep soil mixing (cement), vibro-compaction, 
vibro-replacement, geopiers, stone columns, 
compaction grouting, or deep dynamic compaction. 

Geotechnical 
engineer or 
geotechnical 
engineer’s 
representative 
shall observe and 
verify the ground 
improvement 
measures prior to 
construction. 

Project 
contractor 

Prior to 
construction 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-3 

Concrete mixes shall have a maximum water 
cement ratio of 0.45 and a minimum compressive 
strength of 5,000 psi (minimum of 7 sacks Type 
II/V cement per cubic yard). 

Geotechnical 
engineer or 
geotechnical 
engineer’s 
representative 
shall verify 
adherence to 
concrete mixing 
standards. 

Project 
contractor 

During 
construction 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 
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GEO-4 

All concrete placement and curing operations shall 
follow the American Concrete Institute manual 
recommendations. Improper curing techniques 
and/or high slump (high water-cement ratio) could 
cause excessive shrinkage, cracking or curling. 
Concrete slabs shall be allowed to cure adequately 
before placing vinyl or other moisture sensitive 
floor covering. 

Geotechnical 
engineer or 
geotechnical 
engineer’s 
representative 
shall verify 
adherence to 
American 
Concrete Institute 
manual 
recommendations. 

Project 
contractor 

During 
construction 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-5 

The final design of the Project foundation shall 
include proper drainage to inhibit water infiltration 
into foundation soils. Drainage shall also be 
properly managed during construction to avoid 
water infiltration from any source. 

Prior to grading, 
grading plans 
must be verified 
and approved by 
the Engineering 
Department. 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-6 

Foundations shall be designed to withstand 
liquefaction during a seismic event, including 
foundations that use grade-beam footings to tie 
floor slabs and isolated columns to continuous 
footings (conventional or post-tensioned) or 
structural flat-plate mats, either conventionally 
reinforced or tied with post tensioned tendons. 

Prior to grading, 
Project 
engineering/ 
design plans must 
be verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 
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GEO-7 

Designs for thin slabs-on-grade shall mitigate 
expansive soil conditions by removal and 
replacement of upper 3.0 feet of clay soils with 
non-expansive sands or by special foundation 
designs (waffle-style slabs). 

Prior to grading, 
Project 
engineering/ 
design plans must 
be verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-8 

All reinforcing bars, anchor bolts and hold down 
bolts shall have a minimum concrete cover of 3.0 
inches unless epoxy coated (ASTM D3963/A934). 

Prior to grading, 
Project 
engineering/ 
design plans must 
be verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Project 
contractor 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-9 

All footings shall be reinforced to reduce the 
potential for distress caused by differential 
foundation movements. 

Prior to grading, 
Project 
engineering/ 
design plans must 
be verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Project 
contractor 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 
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GEO-10 

In areas where sidewalks or paving do not 
immediately adjoin the structures of the proposed 
Project, protective slopes shall be provided with an 
outfall of 5 percent for at least 10 feet from 
perimeter walls. Backfill against footings, exterior 
walls, and in utility trenches shall be well-
compacted and free of all construction debris to 
minimize the possibility of moisture infiltration. 

Prior to grading, 
Project 
engineering/ 
design plans must 
be verified and 
approved by the 
Engineering 
Department. 

Project 
contractor/ 
Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

Prior to 
issuance of 

grading 
permit or 
grading 

activities 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

  

GEO-11 

The geotechnical engineer or geotechnical 
engineer’s representative shall observe the footing 
excavations prior to placing reinforcing steel and 
pouring concrete foundations to assess whether the 
soils exposed are similar to those anticipated for 
support of the footings. Any soft, loose, or 
unacceptable soils shall be undercut to suitable 
materials and backfilled with approved fill 
materials or lean concrete. Soil backfill shall be 
properly compacted. 

Geotechnical 
engineer or 
geotechnical 
engineer’s 
representative 
shall observe and 
verify the footing 
excavations prior 
to placing 
reinforcing steel 
and pouring 
concrete 
foundations. 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 

During 
construction 

Imperial 
County 

Engineering 
Department 
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GEO-12 

Ground-disturbing shall be monitored by a 
qualified paleontological monitor. The 
paleontological monitor shall be prepared to 
salvage fossils should these resources be unearthed 
and to remove samples of sediments that are likely 
to contain the remains of small fossil invertebrates 
and vertebrates. Monitors are empowered to 
temporarily halt or divert equipment to allow 
removal of abundant or large specimens. 
Recovered specimens shall be prepared to a point 
of identification and permanent preservation, 
including washing of sediments to recover small 
invertebrates and vertebrates. Fossil specimens 
shall be curated by accessioning them into an 
established, accredited museum repository with 
permanent retrievable paleontological storage. A 
report of findings with an appended itemized 
inventory of specimens shall be prepared. The 
report and inventory, when submitted to the 
Imperial County Department of Planning and 
Development Services, along with confirmation of 
the curation of recovered specimens into an 
established, accredited museum repository, shall 
signify completion of the program to mitigate 
impacts to paleontological resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prior to the 
issuance of a 
grading permit, a 
monitoring plan 
shall be developed 
and approved by 
the Department of 
Planning and 
Development 
Services  

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 

Prior to the 
issuance of 
a grading 

permit 

Department of 
Planning and 
Development 

Services 
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Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

HM‐1 

If during grading or excavation work, the 
contractor observes visual or olfactory evidence of 
contamination or if soil contamination is otherwise 
suspected, work near the excavation site shall be 
terminated, the work area cordoned off, and 
appropriate health and safety procedures 
implemented for the location by the contractor’s 
Health & Safety Officer. Samples shall be 
collected by an Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration‐trained individual with a minimum 
of 40‐hours hazardous material site worker 
training. Laboratory data from suspected 
contaminated material shall be reviewed by the 
contractor’s Health and Safety Officer. If the 
sample testing determines that contamination is not 
present, work may proceed at the site. However, if 
contamination is detected above regulatory limits, 
the Imperial County Public Health Department 
shall be notified. All actions related to 
encountering unanticipated hazardous materials at 
the site shall be documented and submitted to the 
Imperial County Public Health Department for 
County lands. 

The Applicant 
shall notify the 
Imperial County 
Public Health 
Department 
immediately if 
contractor 
observes visual or 
olfactory evidence 
of contamination 
or if soil 
contamination is 
otherwise 
suspected. 

Imperial 
County Public 

Health 
Department 

During 
construction 
grading or 
excavation 

work 

Imperial 
County Public 

Health 
Department 
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