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6 Effects Found Not Significant

In accordance with Section 15128 of the CEQA Guidelines, an EIR must contain a statement briefly
indicating the reasons that various potential significant effects of a project were determined not to be
significant. Based on the Initial Study and Notice of Preparation prepared for the proposed project
(Appendix A of this EIR), Imperial County has determined that the proposed project would not have
the potential to cause significant adverse effects associated with the topics identified below. Therefore,
these topics are not addressed in this EIR; however, the rationale for eliminating these topics is briefly
discussed below.

6.1 Agriculture and Forestry Resources

6.1.1  Agriculture Resources

According to the farmland maps prepared by the California Department of Conservation (2017), the
project site is not designated as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (California Department of Conservation 2017). The proposed project would not convert
Important Farmland to non-agricultural uses.

The project site is currently designated by the General Plan as “Recreation” and is zoned “Open
Space/Preservation” with a Geothermal Overlay (S-2-G). According to the 2016/2017 Imperial County
Williamson Act Map produced by the California Department of Conservation’s Division of Land
Resource Protection, the project site is not located within Williamson Act contracted land (California
Department of Conservation 2016). The proposed project has no potential to conflict with existing
zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract. Therefore, implementation of the proposed
project would not impact agriculture resources.

6.1.2  Forestry Resources

No portion of the project site or the immediate vicinity is zoned or designated as forest lands,
timberlands, or timberland production. As such, the proposed project would not result in a conflict with
existing zoning or cause the need for a zone change. Therefore, implementation of the proposed
project would not impact forestry resources.

6.2 Energy

The use of energy associated with the project includes both construction and operational activities.
Construction activities consume energy through the use of heavy construction equipment and truck
and worker traffic. The proposed project will use energy-conserving construction equipment, including
standard mitigation measures for construction combustion equipment recommended in the ICAPCD
CEQA Air Quality Handbook (ICAPCD 2017). The use of better engine technology, in conjunction with
the ICAPCD’s standard mitigation measures will reduce the amount of energy used for the project.

Implementation and operation of the proposed project would promote the use of renewable energy
and contribute incrementally to the reduction in demand for fossil fuel use for electricity-generating
purposes. The project would generate renewable energy resources and is considered a beneficial
effect. Based on these considerations, the proposed project would not result in significant
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environmental impacts due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or operation.

The project will help California meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard of 50 percent of retail electricity
sales from renewable sources by the end of 2030. The electricity generation process associated with
the project would utilize solar technology to convert sunlight directly into electricity. Solar PV
technology is consistent with the definition of an “eligible renewable energy resource” in Section
399.12 of the California Public Utilities Code and the definition of “in-state renewable electricity
generation facility” in Section 25741 of the California PRC. The proposed project would not conflict
with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy of energy efficiency. The proposed project
would result in a less than significant impact related to energy.

6.3 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Construction of the proposed project will involve the limited use of hazardous materials, such as fuels
and greases to fuel and service construction equipment. No extremely hazardous substances are
anticipated to be produced, used, stored, transported, or disposed of as a result of project construction.
No operations and maintenance facilities, or habitable structures are proposed on-site. Operation of
the project will be conducted remotely. Regular, routine maintenance of the project may result in the
potential to handle hazardous materials. However, the hazardous materials handled on-site would be
limited to small amounts of everyday use cleaners and common chemicals used for maintenance.

The applicant will be required to comply with State laws and County Ordinance restrictions, which
regulate and control hazardous materials handled on-site. Such hazardous wastes would be
transported off-site for disposal according to applicable State and County restrictions and laws
governing the disposal of hazardous waste during construction and operation of the project. Based on
these considerations, a less than significant impact would occur.

The project site is not located within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school. Therefore, the
proposed project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. No impact
would occur.

Based on a review of the Cortese List conducted in November 2019, the project site is not listed as a
hazardous materials site. Therefore, the proposed project would not create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment and no impact would occur.

The project site is not located within two miles of a public airport or public use airport. Therefore, the
proposed project would not result in airport hazards for people residing or working in the project area
and no impact would occur.

The proposed project is not expected to impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The project applicant will be
required, through the conditions of approval, to prepare a street improvement plan for the project that
will include emergency access points and safe vehicular travel. In addition, local building codes would
be followed to minimize flood, seismic, and fire hazard. Therefore, the proposed project would result
in a less than significant impact associated with the possible impediment to emergency plans.
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6.4 Mineral Resources

The project site is not used for mineral resource production and the applicant is not proposing any
form of mineral extraction. According to Figure 8: Imperial County Existing Mineral Resources of the
Conservation and Open Space Element of the General Plan (County of Imperial 2016), no known
mineral resources occur within the project site nor does the project site contain mapped mineral
resources. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in the loss of availability of any known
mineral resources that would be of value to the region and the residents of California nor would the
proposed project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource.

Based on a review of the California Department Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources Well
Finder, there is one idle geothermal well (Well No. 02591491) located in the northwest quarter of the
project parcel (California Department of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources n.d.). This geothermal
well would be avoided by the proposed project. Implementation of the proposed project would not
impact geothermal wells.

6.5 Noise

The Imperial County Title 9 Land Use Ordinance, Division 7, Chapter 2, Section 90702.00 - Sound
level limits, establishes one-hour average sound level limits for the County’s land use zones. Industrial
operations are required to comply with the noise levels prescribed under the general industrial zones.
Therefore, the project is required to maintain noise levels below 75 decibels (dB) (averaged over one
hour) during any time of day. The project would be expected to comply with the Noise Element of the
General Plan which states that construction noise, from a single piece of equipment or a combination
of equipment, shall not exceed 75 dB, when averaged over an eight hour period, and measured at the
nearest sensitive receptor. Construction equipment operation is also limited to the hours of 7 a.m. to
7 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays. Compliance with Imperial County’s
standards for construction noise levels would result in less than significant noise impacts during project
construction.

Groundborne vibration and groundborne noise could originate from earth movement during the
construction phase of the proposed project Construction of the proposed project may require post
driving and vibratory rollers and has the potential to result in temporary vibration impacts on structures
and humans. However, the project site is in a generally rural area and surrounded by relatively
undisturbed desert lands. Sensitive receptors located within one mile of the project site consist of a
few scattered rural homes west of the site. There are no sensitive receptors within 1,500 feet of the
project site boundary. The project would be expected to comply with all applicable requirements for
long-term operation, as well as with measures to reduce excessive groundborne vibration and noise
to ensure that the project would not expose persons or structures to excessive groundborne vibration.
No further analysis is warranted.

The project site is not located within two miles of a public airport or private airstrip. Therefore, the
proposed project would not expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise
levels and no impact would occur.

6.6 Population and Housing

Development of housing is not proposed as part of the project. No full-time employees are required to
operate the project. The project facility will be monitored remotely. It is anticipated that maintenance
of the facility will require minimal site presence to perform periodic visual inspections and minor
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repairs. On intermittent occasions, the presence of additional workers may be required for repairs or
replacement of equipment and panel cleaning; however, due to the nature of the facility, such actions
will likely occur infrequently. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in a substantial growth
in the area, as the number of employees required to operate and maintain the facility is minimal.

No housing exists within the project site and no people reside within the project site. Therefore, the
proposed project would not displace substantial numbers of people or housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere. The proposed project would result in no impact to
population and housing.

6.7 Public Services

Fire Protection. Fire protection and emergency medical services in the area are provided by the
Imperial County Fire Department. The project site is located in the unincorporated area of Imperial
County. According to the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the General Plan (County of Imperial
1997), the potential for a major fire in the unincorporated areas of the County is generally low. Both
the access and service roads (along the perimeter of the project facility) would have turnaround areas
to allow clearance for fire trucks per fire department standards (70 feet by 70 feet, and 20-foot-wide
access road). Based on these considerations, the project would not result in a need for fire facility
expansion and a less than significant impact would occur.

Police Protection. Police protection services in the project area is provided by the Imperial County
Sheriff's Department. Although the potential is low, the proposed project may attract vandals or other
security risks. The increase in construction related traffic could increase demand on law enforcement
services. However, the project site would be fenced with 6-foot high chain link security fence topped
with barbed wire and points of ingress/egress would be accessed via locked gates. In addition, periodic
on-site personnel visitations for security would occur during operations and maintenance of the
proposed project, thereby minimizing the need for police surveillance. This is considered a less than
significant impact.

Schools. The proposed project does not include the development of residential land uses that would
result in an increase in population or student generation. Construction of the proposed project would
not result in an increase in student population within the Imperial County’s School District since it is
anticipated that construction workers would commute in during construction operations. The proposed
project would have no impact on Imperial County schools.

Parks and Other Public Facilities. No full-time employees are required to operate the project. The
project facility will be monitored remotely. It is anticipated that maintenance of the facility will require
minimal site presence to perform periodic visual inspections and minor repairs. Therefore, substantial
permanent increases in population that would adversely affect local parks, libraries, and other public
facilities are not expected. The project is not expected to have an impact on parks, libraries, and other
public facilities.

6.8 Recreation

The project site is not used for formal recreational purposes. Also, the proposed project would not
generate new employment on a long-term basis. As such, the project would not significantly increase
the use or accelerate the deterioration of regional parks or other recreational facilities. The temporary
increase of population during construction that might be caused by an influx of workers would be
minimal and not cause a detectable increase in the use of parks. Additionally, the project does not
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include or require the expansion of recreational facilities. Therefore, no impact is identified for
recreation.

6.9 Utilities and Service Systems

Wastewater Facilities. The project would generate a minimal volume of wastewater during
construction. During construction activities, wastewater would be contained within portable toilet
facilities and disposed of at an approved site. No habitable structures are proposed on the project site,
such as O&M buildings; therefore, there would be no wastewater generation from the proposed
project. The proposed project would not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded wastewater facilities.

Storm Water Facilities. The proposed project will involve the construction of drainage control facilities
within the project site, which are identified in the project site plan, and included in the project impact
footprint, of which environmental impacts have been evaluated. Otherwise, the project does not require
expanded or new storm drainage facilities because the proposed solar facility would not generate a
significant increase in the amount of impervious surfaces that would increase runoff during storm
events. Water from solar panel washing would continue to percolate through the ground, as a majority
of the surfaces within the project site would remain pervious. The proposed project would not require
or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded storm water facilities.

Water Facilities. The proposed project is not anticipated to result in a significant increase in water
demand/use during operation; however, water will be needed for solar panel washing and dust
suppression. During operation, water would be trucked to the project site from a local water source.
Therefore, the proposed project would not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water facilities.

Power, Natural Gas, and Telecommunication Facilities. The proposed project would involve
construction of power facilities and would include a fiber optic connection. However, these are
components of the project as evaluated in the EIR. The proposed project would not otherwise generate
the demand for or require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded electric power,
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities that would in turn, result in a significant impact to the
environment.

Solid Waste Facilities. Solid waste generation would be minor for the construction and operation of
the project. Solid waste would be disposed of using a locally-licensed waste hauling service, most
likely Allied Waste. Trash would likely be hauled to the Niland Solid Waste Site (13-AA-0009) located
in Niland. The Niland Solid Waste Site has approximately 318,669 cubic yards of remaining capacity
and is estimated to remain in operation through 2056 (CalRecycle n.d.). Therefore, there is ample
landfill capacity in the County to receive the minor amount of solid waste generated by construction
and operation of the project.

Additionally, because the proposed project would generate solid waste during construction and
operation, the project would be required to comply with state and local requirements for waste
reduction and recycling; including the 1989 California Integrated Waste Management Act and the 1991
California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991. Also, conditions of the CUP would
contain provisions for recycling and diversion of Imperial County construction waste policies.

Further, when the proposed project reaches the end of its operational life, the components would be
decommissioned and deconstructed. When the project concludes operations, much of the wire, steel,
and modules of which the system is comprised would be recycled to the extent feasible. The project
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components would be deconstructed and recycled or disposed of safely, and the site could be
converted to other uses in accordance with applicable land use regulations in effect at the time of
closure. Commercially reasonable efforts would be used to recycle or reuse materials from the
decommissioning. All other materials would be disposed of at a licensed facility. A less than significant
impact is identified for this issue.

6.10 Wildfire

According to the Draft Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map for Imperial County prepared by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the project site is not located in or near state responsibility
areas or lands classified as very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection 2007). Therefore, no impact is identified for wildfire.
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