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4.1  INTRODUCTION 

This Errata has been prepared in response to additional information that became available subsequent 
to publication of the Draft EIR for the Drew Solar Project (proposed Project) which was circulated for a 
50-day public review period in compliance with Public Resources Code 21091 from May 10 through July 
1, 2019. 

The minor modifications to the text of the Draft EIR detailed below reflect clarifications that do not 
constitute significant new information and do not change any of the impact conclusions of the Draft EIR. 
These minor modifications do not constitute changes to the Project or environmental setting nor would 
they result in any new significant environmental impacts. In addition, these minor revisions to the text, 
as described below, would not cause a substantial increase in the severity of any environmental impacts. 
Rather, these changes merely clarify portions of the text. Amended text is identified by page number. 
Clarifications to the draft EIR text are shown with underline and text removed from the draft EIR is 
shown with strikethrough.   

4.2 CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE DRAFT EIR 

The following changes and edits represent revisions to information included in the Draft EIR based upon: 
(1) additional or revised information required to prepare a response to a specific comment; (2) updated 
information required due to the passage of time; and/or (3) typographical errors. Given the minor 
changes associated with the document, the information added to the EIR does not meet the 
requirements for recirculation pursuant to Section 150885.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines.   

A brief description of what the change or edit is provided as well as a reference to where the change or 
edit occurs in the document (page number, paragraph, sentence, table, etc). Changes to the portion of 
text are included in quotes (“”).  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Page ES-2 of the Draft EIR, last bullet describing the Development Agreement has been revised as 
follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“A Development Agreement between the County and the Applicant to enable and control a 
phased build-out of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market demands by 
authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period.  Pursuant to the 
terms of the Development Agreement, thereafter, the CUPs would be valid for the remaining 
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period of 40 30 years from the date of the CUP approval. The requested Development 
Agreement would provide flexibility to allow the start of construction to commence for up to 10 
years after the CUPs are approved. Pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, the 
CUPs may have up to a total permitted term of forty (40) years. The Development Agreement 
shall provide up to ten (10) years for CUP to commence operations or commence construction. 
Upon commencement the CUP shall have the remainder of any time left under the 10-year 
Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty (30) year term.” 

CHAPTER 1.0, INTRODUCTION 

Page 1.0-2, the bullet describing the Development Agreement has been revised as follows to clarify the 
length of the CUP and to add the Water Supply Assessment: 

• “A Development Agreement between the County and the Applicant to enable and control a 
phased build-out of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market demands by 
authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period.  Pursuant to the 
terms of the Development Agreement, thereafter, the CUPs would be valid for the remaining 
period of 40  years from the date of the CUP approval. The requested Development Agreement 
would provide flexibility to allow the start of construction to commence for up to 10 years after 
the CUPs are approved. Pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPs may 
have up to a total permitted term of forty (40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide 
up to ten (10) years for the CUP to commence operations or commence construction. Upon 
commencement the CUP shall have the remainder of any time left under the 10-year 
Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty (30) year term.” 

• A Water Supply Assessment has been prepared as required by Senate Bill 610 demonstrating 
whether project water supplies will be sufficient to satisfy the demands of the project, in 
addition to existing and planned future uses.” 

Page 1.0-2, the paragraph under 1.8.1 Notice of Preparation has been revised as follows: 

“The Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Drew Solar Project EIR was issued by the Imperial 
County Department of Planning and Development Services on May 17, 2018.  Seven Eight letters 
were received in response to the NOP from various agencies and individuals.” 

CHAPTER 2.0, PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Page 2.0-2 of the Draft EIR, the third full paragraph has been revised as follows: 

“The ICPDS Department received the following applications submitted by the Applicant dated 
December 28 29, 2017, January 8 9, 2018, July 5, 2018, July 31, 2018, August 28, 2018, January 
22, 2019.”  

Page 2.0-2 of the Draft EIR, the third bullet describing the Development Agreement has been revised as 
follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

• “A Development Agreement between the County and the Applicant to enable and control a 
phased build-out of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market demands by 
authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period.  Pursuant to the 
terms of the Development Agreement, thereafter, the CUPs would be valid for the remaining 
period of 40  years from the date of the CUP approval. The requested Development Agreement 
would provide flexibility to allow the start of construction to commence for up to 10 years after 
the CUPs are approved. Pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPs may 
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have up to a total permitted term of forty (40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide 
up to ten (10) years for the CUP to commence operations or commence construction. Upon 
commencement the CUP shall have the remainder of any time left under the 10-year 
Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty (30) year term.” 

Page 2.0-4 of the Draft EIR has been revised to acknowledge that two access configurations are 
proposed; 

“Figure 2.0-1 depicts the regional location of the Project. Figure 2.0-2 shows the Project site and 
surrounding area. Figure 2.0-3 is a conceptual phasing configuration plan of the Project for each 
of the two proposed access configurations. Figure 2.0-4 is a site plan showing the layout of the 
Project and its various components.” 

Page 2.0-5 of the Draft EIR, the second paragraph under Table 2.0-1 has been revised as follows to 
clarify the length of the CUP: 

“The Development Agreement would enable the CUPs to be valid for a total of 40  years with 
commencement of construction starting any time within 10 years of CUP approval. Pursuant to 
the terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPs may have up to a total permitted term of 
forty (40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide up to ten (10) years for the CUP to 
commence operations or commence construction. Upon commencement the CUP shall have the 
remainder of any time left under the 10-year Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty 
(30) year term.” 

Page 2.0-9 of the Draft EIR has been revised  to replace Figure 2.0-3, Project Phasing Plan with  two 
figures showing each of the proposed access configurations: Figure 2.0-3A Project Phasing Plan – Access 
Configuration #1 and on Page 2.0-10 Figure 2.0-3B Project Phasing Plan Access Configuration #2.
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Page 2.0-32 and 2.0-33 of the Draft EIR, the first two paragraphs of “F. Decommissioning and 
Reclamation Plans,” has been revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“F.    Decommissioning and Reclamation Plans 

The Project is processing a Development Agreement with Imperial County to enable and 
control a phased build-out of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market demands 
by authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period. Thereafter, the 
CUPs are valid for the remaining period of 40 30 years from the date of the CUP approval.  The 
requested Development Agreement would provide flexibility to allow the start of construction 
to commence for up to 10 years after the CUPs are approved.  The proposed Project is 
expected to operate for up to 40 years (10 years from Development Agreement plus 30 years 
for the CUP). At the end of its useful life, the Applicant proposes to decommission the Project 
and reclaim the area associated with surface disturbance.   Given that decommissioning occurs 
at the end of the Project life and construction occurs at the beginning of the Project and must 
occur within the first 10 years, no project-related construction is anticipated to occur at the 
same time as decommissioning. Roads that benefit agricultural activities would be left in place. 

The planned operational life of the facility is approximately 40 years (10 years from 
Development Agreement plus 30 years for the CUP).  However, if the facility continues to be 
economically viable, it could be operated for a longer period subject to County approval and 
applicable CEQA review. The Project Reclamation Plan that will be implemented at the end of 
the Project’s life, and will adhere to Imperial County’s decommissioning/reclamation 
requirements, including, but not limited to:” 

Page 2.0-36 of the Draft EIR, the following revision has been made to the discussion of “General Plan 
Amendment” to reflect amendments to the Section 91701.01 of Chapter 1 of Title 9, Land Use Code. 

“General Plan Amendment 

The proposed Project will require approval of a General Plan Amendment (GPA) (17-0006) to the 
Imperial County General Plan for amendment of the Renewable Energy & Transmission Element 
to create an Island Overlay for the Project Site.  Creation of an “Island Overlay” is permissible via 
an amendment to the RE Overlay Zone to allow for development of a future renewable energy 
project that is located adjacent to or within one quarter (1/4) mile of an existing operating solar 
facility. Three conditions must be met to allow for the amendment: the project must be located 
adjacent (sharing a common boundary) to an existing transmission source; the project is 
adjacent to or within one-quarter (1/4) of a mile of an existing operating solar facility; and the 
project would not result in any significant environmental impacts. The Project shares a common 
boundary to an existing transmission source (i.e. the existing Drew Switchyard) and is adjacent 
to the existing Centinela Solar Project. No significant impacts that cannot be mitigated would 
occur as a result of implementing the Project.”  

Page 2.0-36 of the Draft EIR, the following revision has been made to the discussion of the Development 
Agreement: 

“Development Agreement 

• The Project is processing a Development Agreement with Imperial County to enable and 
control a phased build-out of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market 
demands by authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period. 
Pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPs may have up to a total 
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permitted term of forty (40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide up to ten (10) 
years for the CUP to commence operations or commence construction. Upon 
commencement the CUP shall have the remainder of any time left under the 10-year 
Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty (30) year term. Thereafter, the CUPs are 
valid for the remaining period of 40 years from the date of the CUP approval.  The requested 
Development Agreement would provide flexibility to allow the start of construction to 
commence for up to 10 years after the CUPs are approved.”   

CHAPTER 3.0, INTRODUCTION TO THE ANALYSIS AND ASSUMPTIONS USED 

No revisions. 

CHAPTER 4.0, ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

No revisions. 

SECTION 4.1, AESTHETICS 

No revisions. 

SECTION 4.2, LAND USE 

Page 4.2-3 of the Draft EIR, Table 4.2-1, analysis of Goal 2, the text has been modified as follows to 
clarify the length of the CUP: 

“The Project is processing a Development Agreement with Imperial County to enable and 
control a Phased CUP of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market demands by 
authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period. Thereafter, the CUPs 
are valid for the remaining period of 40 years from the date of the CUP approval. Pursuant to 
the terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPs may have up to a total permitted term of 
forty (40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide up to ten (10) years for the CUP to 
commence operations or commence construction. Upon commencement the CUP shall have 
the remainder of any time left under the 10-year Development Agreement, plus an additional 
thirty (30) year term.” The requested Development Agreement would provide flexibility to 
allow the start of construction to commence for up to 10 years after the CUPs are approved. 
The Development Agreement provides for Community Benefit payments to be paid to the 
County. Therefore, the proposed Project is consistent with this goal for both the Full Build-out 
Scenario and the Phased CUP Scenario.” 

Page 4.2-9 of the Draft EIR, Table 4.2-1, analysis of Goal 1, the text has been revised as follows to clarify 
the length of the CUP: 

“As a solar generating energy system, the proposed Project would protect environmental 
resources through the production of approximately 100 MW of renewable energy that would 
otherwise be generated by non-renewable fossil fuels. Further, the Project is located on active 
agricultural land, and would be required to reclaim the acreage to pre-Project conditions at the 
end of each CUP or a total permitted term of 40 years (up to 10 years from the CUP to 
commence operation or commence construction. Upon commencement the CUP shall have the 
remainer of any time left under the 10-year Development Agreement, plus an additional 30-year 
term) whichever is later. The DEIR recommends mitigation measures to reduce and avoid the 
Project’s impacts, which are incorporated here by reference. Therefore, the proposed Project is 
consistent with this goal for both the Full Build-out Scenario and the Phased CUP Scenario.” 

Page 4.2-25 of the Draft EIR, Table 4.2-2, second bullet, the language describing creation of an “Island 
Overlay” has been revised as follows: 
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• “Island” Overlay: An amendment may be made to allow for development of future 
renewable energy project that is not located adjacent to or within one quarter (1/4) mile of 
an the existing RE Overlay Zone operating solar facility. 

- Is located adjacent (sharing a common boundary) to an existing transmission source  

- Consists of the expansion of an existing renewable energy operation  

- Would not result in any significant environmental impacts (91701.01).” 

SECTION 4.3, TRANSPORTATION  

Section 4.3 Transportation of the Draft EIR is included in this Errata in its entirety on the following pages 
to reflect the addition of two access configurations which resulted in changes throughout the section, 
but no new or significant impacts. 
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SECTION 4.4, AIR QUALITY 

Pages 4.4-18 and 4.4-19 of the Draft EIR, the discussion under Impact 4.4.1, has been revised as follows: 

“All Project Components 

As discussed under the Regulatory Framework, (National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
[NAAQS] and the California Ambient Air Quality Standards [CAAQS]) the Project Site is in non-

attainment areas for NAAQS and CAAQS for ozone and particulate matter. The majority of 

regional PM10  and PM2.5  emissions originate from dust stirred up by wind or by vehicle 
traffic on unpaved roads (ICAPCD 2009). The Project is located in an area defined by the 
ICAPCD’s High Wind Exceptional Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan as a “high wind corridor” that is 
subject to periodic strong westerly winds that create wind-dust channels. Thus there, there is an 
increased potential for high winds to entrain fugitive dust during construction and operation of 
the Project (Blondell 2019). Other PM10 and PM2.5 emissions originate from grinding operations, 
combustion sources such as motor vehicles, power plants, wood burning, forest fires, 

agricultural burning, and industrial processes. Ozone is not emitted directly but is a result of 

atmospheric activity on precursors. NOX and ROG are known as the chief “precursors” of 

ozone. These compounds react in the presence of sunlight to produce ozone. 

Approximately 88 percent of NOX and 40 percent of ROG regional emissions originate from on- 
and off-road vehicles (ICAPCD 2010). Other major sources include solvent evaporation and 
miscellaneous processes such as pesticide application.  While the proposed Project would not 
exceed an ICAPCD threshold for criteria pollutants during either construction (see Table 4.4-7) or 
operations (see Table 4.4-8), ICAPCD Regulation VIII would be enforced in keeping with the 
mandatory construction dust control plan and operational dust control plan.”  

Page 4.4-23 of the Draft EIR, the following revision has been made to clarify the duration of the CUP 

“Decommissioning/Reclamation 

Decommissioning/reclamation activities would increase air pollutant emissions as a result of 
earth-moving and exhaust from diesel equipment. The dust and exhaust generated would be 
temporary in nature and are anticipated to be similar to levels generated during construction. 
However, it is anticipated that regulatory compliance similar to or greater than those currently 
in place (e.g. Regulation VIII) would be required at the time of reclamation. Likewise, BACTs are 
also anticipated to be more stringent, and cleaner burning equipment is anticipated to be 
available, at the time of Project decommissioning/reclamation (i.e. 40 years in the future 
assuming 30 years plus one 10-year extension to the CUP, if approved). In addition, all other 
cumulative projects with dust and diesel-generated emissions would be required to comply with 
applicable regulations and BACTs to reduce their individual construction air quality emissions. In 
this way, each individual cumulative project would reduce decommissioning/reclamation 
emissions on a project-by-project basis resulting in a less than cumulatively considerable 
contribution to identified criteria pollutants under both the Full Buildout Scenario and Phased 
CUP Scenario. Because the proposed Project and other cumulative projects would reduce 
reclamation emissions on a project-by-project basis, emissions resulting in a violation of an air 
quality standard would be reduced to less than cumulatively considerable under both the Full 
Buildout Scenario and Phased CUP Scenario.” 
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SECTION 4.5, GREENHOUSE GASES 

Page 4.5-10 of the Draft EIR, the bullet discussion under Tier 5 has been revised as follows to clarify the 
length of the CUP: 

“Tier 5 – Off-sets along alone or in combination with the above target Significance Screening 
Level. Offsets must be provided for a 30- to 40 year project life (30 years plus one 10-year 
extension to the CUP, if approved), unless the project life is limited by permit, lease, or other 
legally binding condition.” 

SECTION 4.6, GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Page 4.6-30 of the Draft EIR, under “Significance After Mitigation”, the following revisions have been 
made. 

“Implementation of mitigation measure MM 4.6.8 4.7.4 (identified in Section 4.7 Cultural 
Resources & Tribal Cultural Resources), would employ paleontological monitoring during 
excavations or drilling that would be at depths of 10 feet or more.  The paleontologist would be 
empowered to determine the level of monitoring necessary; to halt or divert construction away 
from large specimens; and to curate fossil specimens. In addition, paleontological monitoring 
shall be required if decommissioning activities reach a certain depth. Implementation of 
mitigation measure MM 4.6.8 4.7.4 would reduce impacts to paleontological resources to less 
than significant for both the Full Build-out Scenario and Phased CUP Scenario.” 

Page 4.6-33 of the Draft EIR, the 6th sentence of the paragraph under the discussion of 
“Decommissioning/Reclamation” has been revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“All decommissioning activities would be required to implement appropriate fugitive dust 
control measures consistent with applicable ICAPCD requirements in effect at the time of site 
closure (i.e. at the end of each CUP or 30 or 40 years [30 years plus one 10-year extension to the 
CUP, if approved], whichever is later).” 

SECTION 4.7, CULTURAL RESOURCES & TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES  

Page 4.7-34 and 4.7-35 of the Draft EIR, Mitigation Measure MM 4.7.3 has been revised as follows: 

“Mitigation Measure 

MM 4.7.3  In accordance with Section 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, if human 
remains are found, the County Coroner shall be notified of the discovery 
immediately.  No further excavation or disturbance of the site or any nearby area 
reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent remains shall occur until the County 
Coroner has determined, within 2 working days of notification of the discovery, the 
appropriate treatment and disposition of the human remains.  If the County Coroner 
determines that the remains are, or are believed to be, Native American, he or she 
shall notify the NAHC in Sacramento within 24 hours.  In accordance with California 
Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, the NAHC must immediately notify those 
persons it believes to be the MLD from the deceased Native American.  The MLD 
shall complete inspection within 48 hours of being granted access to the site. The 
designated Native American representative would then determine, in consultation 
with the property owner, the disposition of the human remains. 

In the event that any human remains or objects subject to provision of the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, or cultural resources such as sites, 



4.0 ERRATA 

County of Imperial  Drew Solar Project 
November 2019  Final EIR 

4.0-128 

trails, artifacts are identified during ground disturbance, please contact the Colorado 
River Indian Tribes’ Tribal Historic Preservation Office (CRIT THPO) within 48 hours. 

Timing/Implementation:  During construction. 
Enforcement/Monitoring:  Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department, Imperial 

County Coroner in coordination with NAHC and CRIT THPO.” 

Mitigation Measure MM 4.7.2 on page 4.7-32 has been revised as follows 

“MM 4.7.2a A monitor from the Campo Band of Mission Indians and the Colorado River Indian Tribes 
shall be present as a Native American monitors for initial ground disturbing activities 
within the boundaries of the Project site. Following initial disturbance, a determination 
shall be made by the County in accordance with State regulations if continued 
monitoring is necessary based on the outcome of any discoveries or lack thereof. 

Timing/Implementation: During initial ground disturbing activities/as needed. 
Enforcement/Monitoring: Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department/Campo 

Band of Mission Indians and Colorado River Indian Tribes.” 

SECTION 4.8, NOISE 

No revisions. 

SECTION 4.9, AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 

Page 4.9-14 of the Draft EIR, items b, c and d have been revised as follows: 

“b) Permittee shall pay an annual fee of $20 per acre per year (based on developed acreage 
defined in the Building Permit)  during the post-construction, operational phase of the 
Project to address the Imperial County Fire/OES expenses for service calls within the 
Project's Utility/Transmission area. Said fee will be paid to the Fire Department to 
cover on-going maintenance and operations cost created by the project. A $100 per 
acre (based on developed acreage defined in the Building Permit) is to be paid be the 
Permittee for Fire/OES capital purchases prior to issuance of the initial building permit.  

c)   (applies to a & b) Costs associated with items the two above items shall be annually adjusted 
on January 1st to add a CPI (Los Angeles) increase. Such costs associated with these items 
can be readjusted in the County’s sole discretion if a new 1service analysis is prepared and 
that service analysis is approved by both the County and the Permittee. 

d) Fiscal Impacts will remain open in regard to solar generation and battery (energy) storage 
until meeting with the department head(s) and developer(s), which may include but 
not limited to: Capital purchases which may be required to assist in servicing this 
project: costs for services during  construction and life of the project: and training. 
Fiscal Impact negotiations will take place prior to issuance of the initial building 
permit. 

Page 4.9-34 of the Draft EIR, the first sentence under the discussion of “Decommissioning/Reclamation” 
has been modified as follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“At the end of the 30-year operational life (up to 40 years assuming 30 years plus one 10-year 
extension to the CUP, if approved) of the Project’s CUPs, the facilities in each of the CUP Areas 
would be disassembled and removed;” 

Page 4.9-40 of the Draft EIR, the last sentence under Table 4.9-17 has been modified as follows to clarify 
the length of the CUP: 
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“Furthermore, the conversion would be temporary and last for the duration the Project’s 
operational life stated in the CUP (i.e., 30 years or up to 40 years assuming 30 years plus one 10-
year extension to the CUP, if approved).”   

SECTION 4.10, HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

No revisions. 

SECTION 4.11, HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

No revisions. 

SECTION 4.12, BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Page 4.12-3 of the Draft EIR, has been revised to include the following text following the first paragraph 
under the discussion of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act: 

“A.  Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) implements international treaties between the United 
States and other nations that protect migratory birds, (including their parts, eggs, and nests) 
from killing, hunting, pursuing, capturing, selling, and shipping unless expressly authorized or 
permitted. Generally, the list of species protected under the MBTA includes those where 
evidence of natural occurrence in the United States or its territories exists, and the 
documentation of such records has been recognized by the American Ornithologists Union or 
other competent scientific authorities. Species not protected under the MBTA include those 
whose occurrences in the United States are strictly the result of intentional human introduction. 

 “The MBTA prohibits the take of any migratory bird or any part, nest, or eggs of any such bird. 
Under the MBTA, “take” is defined as pursuing, hunting, shooting, capturing, collecting, or 
killing, or attempting to do so (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.). In December 2017, Department of Interior 
Principal Deputy Solicitor Jorjani issued a memorandum (M-37050) interpreting the MBTA, as 
follows: 

“Interpreting the MBTA to apply to incidental or accidental actions hangs the sword of Damocles 
over a host of otherwise lawful and productive actions, threatening up to six months in jail and a 
$15,000 penalty for each and every bird injured or killed. As Justice Marshall warned, “the value 
of a sword of Damocles is that it hangs—not that it drops.”  Indeed, the mere threat of 
prosecution inhibits otherwise lawful conduct. For the reasons explained below, this 
Memorandum finds that, consistent with the text, history, and purpose of the MBTA, the 
statute’s prohibition on pursuing, hunting, taking, capturing, killing, or attempting to do the 
same apply only to affirmative actions that have as their purpose the taking or killing of 
migratory birds, their nests, or their eggs.” 

Page 4.12-30 of the Draft EIR, the first bullet at the top of the page under mitigation measure 4.12.1a 
has been eliminated: 

 “ ●    Night-time construction should be minimized to the extent possible. However, if night-time 
activity (e.g., equipment maintenance) is necessary, then the speed limit shall be 10 mph.” 

Page 4.12-34 of the Draft EIR, under “Mitigation Measures”, mitigation measure MM 4.12.1e has been 
added:  

“Implement mitigation measure MM 4.12.1a, MM 4.12.1b, and MM 4.12.1d and MM 4.12.1e.” 
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SECTION 4.13, PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES 

Page 4.13-17 of the Draft EIR, the text under IID Interim Water Supply Policy for Non-Agricultural 
Projects has been revised to reflect an update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“The Imperial Irrigation District (IID) has adopted an Interim Water Supply Policy for Non-
Agricultural Projects (IWSP), from which water supplies can be contracted to serve new 
developments within IID’s water service area. For applications processed under the IWSP, 
applicants are required to pay a processing fee and, after IID board approval of the 
corresponding agreement, are required to pay a reservation fee(s) and annual water supply 
development fees. The IWSP sets aside 25,000 acre-feet annually (AFY) of IID’s Colorado River 
water supply to serve new non-agricultural projects. As of June 2017 August 2019, a balance of 
23,800 AFY remains available under the IWSP for new non-agricultural projects ensuring 
reasonably sufficient supplies for such water users (Fuscoe 2019). The Project site lies within 
IID’s Imperial Unit and as such is eligible to receive water service (Fuscoe 2018b).” 

Page 4.13-18 of the Draft EIR, the second full paragraph has been revised as follows to reflect an update 
to the WSA (September 2019): 

“The proposed Project is located on agricultural land owned by the IID. Water is supplied to the 
Project site via IID’s via existing untreated irrigation canals. Historical water deliveries to the 
Project site for agricultural use averaged approximately 4,618 4,481 between 2003 and 2017 
(Fuscoe 2018b, p. 6 2019).” 

Page 4.13-18 of the Draft EIR, the following text has been added following Table 4.13-4 to reflect an 
update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“Domestic water will be used for sanitary water use potable water will be brought into the site 
via transport truck through a third-party water provider (Fuscoe 2019, p. 7). 

The Project will need to contract with IID to deliver up to 116 AFY of untreated water via gates 
on the Wormwood and Woodbine systems. The Project could potentially draw from all delivery 
gates listed in Table 4.13-4. The Project is anticipated to use approximately 60 AFY under 
buildout conditions for dust suppression, fire control, panel washing, sanitary and potable use 
(Fuscoe 2019, p. 7).” 

Page 4.13-22 of the Draft EIR, the following text has been added to the discussion of “Construction” to 
reflect an update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“Water for construction (primarily for dust control) would be obtained from IID canals or laterals 
in conformance with IID rules and regulations for Municipal Commercial, Industrial temporary 
water use. Water would be picked up from a nearby canal or lateral and delivered to the 
construction location by water trucks (Fuscoe 2019, p. 37). During construction, on-site water 
treatment facilities may also be constructed within each CUP where an O&M Building Complex 
is constructed (refer to Figure 2.0-11 in Chapter 2.0, Project Description to see the layout of an 
O&M Complex).  Each CUP/ Project phase may have its own O&M Building Complex, and Phase 
5 may have two O&M Building Complexes. Bottled water will be trucked to the site for drinking 
water. Construction related to on-site water treatment facilities would be limited to CUPs where 
they are to be installed, with no connection to existing public systems. Therefore, impacts 
resulting from potential construction of new water treatment facilities are considered less 
significant under both the Full Build-out Scenario and the proposed Phased CUP Scenario.”  
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Page 4.13-22 and 4.13-23 of the Draft EIR, the paragraph under “Operation” has been revised as follows 
to reflect an update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“An on-site water treatment facility may be constructed at each CUP with an O&M Building 
Complex.  Each phase may have its own O&M Building Complex, and Phase 5 may have two 

O&M Building Complexes. The on-site water treatment facilities would provide the 

appropriate panel wash water or potable water requirements to provide water during Project 
operation. The Imperial County Building Code requires potable water to be connected to all 
plumbing fixtures. However, IID does not allow its water to be consumed by humans. As such, 
while potable water will be connected to plumbing fixtures, bottled water will be provided for 

drinking water. Potable water will be obtained for the duration of the Project from a state-
approved provider25 and will be trucked to the site.  Sanitary water will be provided through 

a domestic 2” service pipe under the IWSP Water Supply Agreement (Fuscoe 2019, p. 6). 
Untreated Colorado water will be supplied to the Project via the adjacent delivery gates. 
Currently, the Project site is used for agriculture and received deliveries from the Wormwood 

Canal Gates 11, 11a, 12, 13, and 14 and the Woodbine Canal Gates 41, 42, 43a, 44 and 57 
(Fuscoe 2019, p. 37).” 

Page 4.13-25 of the Draft EIR, the data for years 2016 and 2017 in Table 4.13-5 has been revised as 
follows to reflect an update to the WSA (September 2019): 

2016 3,100 105 100 67.7 130.8 41 100 0 11.5 555.2 2,544.8 
2017 3,100 105 100 67.7 150.3 45 91 0 11.5 570.2 2,529.8 

Source: Fuscoe 2018b, p. 24 34. 
Note: Shaded columns represent volumes of water that may vary. 

1. 2003 through 2015 2017, volumes are adjusted for actual USBR Decree Accounting values; IID 

Page 4.13-26 of the Draft EIR, the first sentence of the second paragraph under Table 4.13-6 has been 
revised as follows to reflect an update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“As of June 2017 August 2018, IID’s IWSP had a remaining balance of water equal to 23,800 AFY 
available for new non-agricultural projects such as the Proposed Project (Fuscoe 2018b, p. 39). 
Page 4.13-26 of the Draft EIR, the second paragraph under the discussion of “Construction” has 
been revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP:” 

Page 4.13-26 of the Draft EIR, the second paragraph under the discussion of “Construction” has been 
revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“Due to the proposed Project phasing under the development agreement, it is unknown which 
year within the first 10 years of the 40-year (10 years from Development Agreement plus 30 
years for the CUP) CUPs the Project will commence construction.  It is possible that construction 
will commence in 2019 at one time, or over five phases over a 10-year period.  Regardless of 
construction phasing, total construction and decommissioning water demands are anticipated 
to be 1,200 AF each.  In order to provide a conservative assessment, the WSA assumed that all 
the CUPs will commence construction in 2019 at once to allow for the longest fully operational 
lifetime of the Project (39 years) (Fuscoe 2018b, p. 41).  Decommissioning of the Project would 
occur immediately after the 40-year CUP term (10 years from Development Agreement plus 30 
years for the CUP) in year 41 and is assumed to take one year.  Therefore, an amortized water 
demand of 116 AFY level for 41 years is assumed.    This would result in a total water demand of 
4,740 AF as shown in Table 4.13-6 below (Fuscoe 2018b, p. 39).” 

 



4.0 ERRATA 

County of Imperial  Drew Solar Project 
November 2019  Final EIR 

4.0-132 

Page 4.13-26 of the Draft EIR, the fourth sentence under the paragraph “Operation” has been revised as 
follows to reflect an update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“To date As of August 2018, a balance of 23,800 AFY remains available under the IWSP for new 
non-agricultural projects ensuring reasonably sufficient supplies for such water users projects 
(Fuscoe 2018b, p. 5 6).”   

Page 4.13-27 of the Draft EIR, the paragraph under Table 4.13-7 has been revised as follows to reflect an 
update to the WSA (September 2019): 

“Under the Full Build-out Scenario, operation and maintenance water use would not result in a 
significant decrease in water supply. The WSA estimates project operations and maintenance 
would require 60 AF/Y needed for Project operations (Table 4.13-7) and maintenance (2,340 AF 
total amortized over a 39-year operational period) (Table 4.13-6) needed for Project operations 
and maintenance is much less than the needs of existing and historic agricultural uses of an 
average of 4,618 4,481 AF/Y (average between 2003 and 2017).3   The estimated water demand 
over the total lifespan of the Project inclusive of Project construction, operation and 
maintenance, and decommissioning is estimated at 116 AF/Y (Table 4.13-6), representing a 97 
percent reduction from the water delivered for agricultural uses on the proposed solar field site 
parcels (Fuscoe 2018b, p. 42). The 60 AF/Y operational water demand represents less than 0.3% 
of the unallocated supply set aside for non-agricultural projects while the 116 AF/Y lifetime 
water demand represents 0.5% of the unallocated supply set aside for non-agricultural projects. 
Neither operational nor lifetime water demand would affect IID’s ability to provide water to 
other users in IID’s service area (Fuscoe 2019, p. 6). Therefore, impacts to water supply during 
operations and maintenance, under both the Full Build-out Scenario and Phased CUP Scenario, 
are considered less than significant. “ 

Page 4.13-27 of the Draft EIR, the paragraph under the discussion of “Decommissioning/Reclamation” 
has been revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP and reflect an update to the WSA 
(September 2019): 

“At the end of the Project’s operational life, the components of the Project would be removed 
and decommissioned and the solar field site parcels would be restored to pre-Project soil 
conditions. Decommissioning activities are similar to construction activities and would occur 
immediately after the 40-year CUP term (10 years from Development Agreement plus 30 years 
for the CUP) in year 41. Decommissioning is assumed to take one year. As such, demand for 
water supply during decommissioning is anticipated to be the similar to demand experienced 
during construction (1,200 AF) (Table 4.13-6). Therefore, impacts associated with water supply 
during decommissioning are anticipated to be less than significant under both the Full Build-out 
Scenario and Phased CUP Scenario. Reclamation water demands are estimated to be similar to 
existing and historic agricultural uses (i.e. average of 4,618 4,481 AF/Y).”     

Page 4.13-28 of the Draft EIR, the second sentence of the second paragraph under “Construction, 
Operation, and Decommissioning/Reclamation” has been revised as follows to reflect an update to the 
WSA (September 2019): 

“Demand for water service for existing and historical agricultural uses is estimated at 97 percent 
greater (4,365 AF/Y) than would be required for the Proposed Project (Fuscoe 2018b, p. 42) 
from the 10-year historic average (Fuscoe 2019, p. 49).” 
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CHAPTER 5.0, ALTERNATIVES 

No revisions. 

CHAPTER 6.0, OTHER CEQA REQUIRED CONSIDERATIONS 

Page 6.0-5 of the Draft EIR, the last bullet describing the Development Agreement has been revised as 
follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

 “A Development Agreement between the County and the Applicant to enable and control a 
phased build-out of the Project that is capable of meeting changing market demands by 
authorizing initiation of the CUP or CUPs anytime within a 10-year period.  Pursuant to the 
terms of the Development Agreement, thereafter, the CUPs would be valid for the remaining 
period of 40 years from the date of the CUP approval. The requested Development Agreement 
would provide flexibility to allow the start of construction to commence for up to 10 years after 
the CUPs are approved. Pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPs may 
have up to a total permitted term of forty (40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide 
up to ten (10) years for the CUP to commence operations or commence construction. Upon 
commencement the CUP shall have the remainder of any time left under the 10-year 
Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty (30) year term.” 

Page 6.0-6 of the Draft EIR, the last two sentences of the first paragraph have been revised as follows to 
clarify the length of the CUP: 

“Thereafter, the CUPs are valid for the remaining period of 40 30 years from the date of the CUP 
approval.  The requested Development Agreement would provide flexibility to allow the start of 
construction to commence for up to 10 years after the CUPs are approved. Pursuant to the 
terms of the Development Agreement, the CUPS may have up to a total permitted term of forty 
(40) years. The Development Agreement shall provide up to ten (10) years for the CUP to 
commence operations or commence construction. Upon commencement the CUP shall have the 
remainder of any time left under the 10-year Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty 
(30) year term.” 

Page 6.0-8, second to the last sentence in the discussion of 6.4.2 Secondary Effects of Growth has been 
revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“Once operational, the Project would require limited trips to each CUP for operation and 
maintenance activities during the operational lifespan of each CUP which is expected to be 
operate for 30 to 40 years (10 years from Development Agreement plus 30 years for the CUP).”    

Page 6.0-8 of the Draft EIR, the last sentence of the paragraph under “6.5.1 Introduction” has been 
revised as follows to clarify the length of the CUP: 

“Moreover, the Applicant is required to restore the solar field site parcels to pre-Project 
conditions at the end of each CUP which could operate for a total permitted term up to 40 of 40 
years years from CUP approval date. Pursuant to the terms of the Development Agreement, the 
CUPs may have up to a total permitted term of forty (40) years. The Development Agreement 
shall provide up to ten (10) years for the CUP to commence operations or commence 
construction. Upon commencement the CUP shall have the remainder of any time left under the 
10-year Development Agreement, plus an additional thirty (30) year term.” 

CHAPTER 7.0, LIST OF PREPARERS 

No revisions. 
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CHAPTER 8.0, REFERENCES 

American Cancer Society Website. 2019.  https://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/diesel-exhaust-
and-cancer.html  Accessed October 30, 2019.  Referenced in text as (American Cancer Society 
2019). 

Barrett, Marie S. Biologist. 2019. Letter RE Drew Solar Environmental Impact.  October 23, 2019. 
Referenced in text as (Barrett 2019) 

Environmental Laboratory 1987. “Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual,” Technical Report Y-
87-1, US Army Engineer Waterway Experiment Station.  Referenced in text as (Environmental 
Laboratory 1987). 

Fuscoe Engineering, Inc. 2019.  Drew Solar Water Supply Assessment.  February 2018. Revised August 
27, 2018. Second Revision September 10, 2019. Referenced in text as (Fuscoe 2019). 

San Diego Zoo. Website https://institute.sandiegozoo.org/species/burrowing-owl Accessed October 30, 
2019.  Referenced in text as (San Diego Zoo 2019). 

Wilkerson, Robert L. and Sigel, Rodney B.  2011.  Assessing Changes in Distribution and Abundance of 
BUOW in CA.  Accessed at : 
https://www.birdpop.org/docs/pubs/Wilkerson_and_Siegel_2010_Assessing_Changes_in_Dist_
and_Ab undance_of_BUOW_in_CA.pdf   Referenced in text as (Wilkerson and Siegel 2010). 
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