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MclDAS images of southern California GOES-15 0.63 pm visible channel data — May 14, 2014.

That "area” is the southern portion of the Imperial Valley, a roughly 50-mile stretch of desert that runs fromthe Salton Sea in the
north to the Mexican border in the south. The County is currently the site of more than two dozen solar power projects.

The AV-8B Harrier that crashed last week did so only a few miles away from several utility-scale solar plants, including Imperial
Solar Energy Center South power plant and the Campo Verde Project.

The Imperial Solar Energy Center South was constructed by First Solar for Omaha, Neb.-based Tenaska. The facility stretches
across about 1,000 acres of land slightly south of the city of El Centro and boasts a fleet of nearly two million solar panels,
enough to power more than 40,000 homes.

Last year, First Solar completed construction of the 139 megawatt Campo Verde Project in El Centro and is currently
constructing the Solar Gen 2 project, which is expected to come online in July. 2014.

The satellite images show something called solar “glint,” which was caused by one or more of the 28 solar power projects
currently online in Imperial County.
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Solar glint, a brief but intense burst of light over a solar power facility, can temporarily blind pilots flying overhead and interfere
with radar and navigation systems, according to the Federal Aviation Administration.

Military investigators say that the pilot followed protocol, but have otherwise declined to comment on the cause of the accident,
which is likely to take months to complete.
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In the meantime, the County’s fleet of solar power facilities is likely to remain a primary suspect.

This post originally appeared on Forbes
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The U.S. Department of Defense has expressed serious concerns about the potential hazards of siting solar power projects in or
around military operating areas like the Naval Air Facility El Centro (NAFEC).

Located about 10 miles west of the city of Imperial, NAFEC spans 2,700 acres and is a key flight training facility for the U.S.
Navy. Hundreds of flight operations are conducted out of NAFEC daily.

The renewable energy boomin Imperial County has not escaped NAFEC's notice. On the contrary, NAFEC recently completed a
major joint land use planning exercise to ensure neither solar nor geothermal (which is also booming in the Imperial Valley)
resources are developed in a manner that conflicts with the military’s training operations.

“Construction materials used in the development of solar energy infrastructure may employ reflective surfaces causing visual
impairment for pilots in training,” according to the Naval Air Facility El Centro’s Joint Land Use Study in February 2014.

What would have been the fourth and final workshop organized to ensure members of the public had an opportunity to comment
on the more than 200 page long study was cancelled on the morning before the jet crashed in Imperial.

When that meeting is rescheduled, it seems likely to draw a bigger crowd than the previous meetings.

In recent years, several studies have evaluated the potential glint and glare impacts of solar PV facilities in Imperial County.
None of those studies found a risk of nuisance or hazard from glint or glare to ground or air-based observers. The accuracy of
those studies is likely to be a subject of discussion at the re-scheduled land-use meeting.

This post originally appeared on Forbes
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Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation

State of California
Natural Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Game

March 7, 2012

! This document replaces the Department of Fish and Game 1995 Staff Report On Burrowing Owl Mitigation.
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