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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER 1 

Commenter: Dave Singleton, Program Analyst, Native American Heritage Commission 
Date of Letter: April 23, 2014 

Response to Comment 1-1: Introductory comment explaining that the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) has reviewed the EIR. Comment recommends that a certified archaeologist 
and a culturally affiliated Native American should monitor all ground-disturbing activities. The 
comment also notes that California Public Resources Code Section 21083.2 requires 
documentation and analysis of archaeological items that meet the standard in Section 15064.5 
(a)(b)(f). Mitigation measure MM 4.7.2 on pages 4.7-20 and 4.7-21 of the Draft EIR includes 
provision for a qualified and experienced archaeological monitor during the construction process, 
including overseeing installation, effectiveness and removal of temporary orange construction 
fencing.    

Response to Comment 1-2: The comment states that if federal jurisdiction is present due to funding or 
regulatory provisions, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) may apply. No aspect of the 
Project will receive federal funding. While a portion of the new IID 92 kV transmission line from 
the new IID switch station is an overbuild located on public land managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), the Project would not be subject to NEPA because the existing transmission 
line was already analyzed. On November 15, 2002, BLM granted the IID right-of-way CACA 044554 
to construct the overbuilt 92 kV transmission line above the existing IID distribution line as part 
of a larger IID Project. BLM has confirmed that the granted ROW remains valid (see Draft EIR page 
2.0-3).  Thus, no further NEPA review is required. 

Response to Comment 1-3: The comment states that a list of Native American Contacts is provided for 
consultation. The County contacted the NAHC regarding the Project during preparation of the 
Draft EIR. The NAHC provided a list of Native American Tribal Governments (dated September 20, 
2013).  As noted on page 1.0-16 of the Draft EIR “In addition, the County sent consultation letters 
to the Native American Tribes in October 2013.” The list attached to the NAHC comment letter 
(dated April 23, 2014) includes two additional tribes (Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians 
and Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians) that were not included as part of the September 20, 
2013 list. However, the Torrez Martinez Tribe was consulted during preparation of the EIR.  Only 
the Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians was not previously consulted. All future 
correspondence/consultation will include the Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians. 

Response to Comment 1-4: The comment defines “environmental justice” noting that Native American 
tribes must be consulted to provide meaningful input on regulations, rules and policies on matters 
that may affect tribal communities. This comment does not address the adequacy of the analysis 
of the EIR but is noted for the decision-makers’ consideration. No response is required. 

Response to Comment 1-5: The comment states that avoidance of sacred and/or historical sites should 
be considered as the first option by lead agencies. The comment goes on to state that If avoidance 
is not possible, lead agencies should include provision of analysis and disposition of recovered 
artifacts as part of mitigation and monitoring plans. Mitigation measure MM 4.7.2 includes 
provision of evaluation if avoidance of SDI 12151 is not possible. This comment does not address 
the adequacy of the analysis of the EIR. No further response is required. 

Response to Comment 1-6: The comment states that lead agencies should include provisions for discovery 
of Native American Human remains. Mitigation measure MM 4.7.4 addresses discovery of human 
remains and cites Public Resources Code 5097.8 (refer to Draft EIR page 4.7-23). 
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