












 

 
 

 
 
Mr. Dwight Carey 
Environmental Management Associates 
588 Explorer St. 
Brea, CA 92821 
 
Re: Results of IID Anza Substation Class III Cultural Resources Survey for the Seville Solar Project. 
 
Dear Mr. Carey; 
 

This letter reports the negative results of an intensive Class III cultural resources investigation at 
the IID Anza Substation property in Imperial County California (Figures 1-2). ASM Affiliates surveyed 
the property in association with off-site improvements for the proposed Seville Solar Project. With regard 
to that project a previous survey on parcels privately owned by Allegretti Farms was conducted by ASM 
Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) in January 2013 (Schaefer and Quach 2013). Please refer to that report for the 
records search results that encompassed the IID Anza Substation property, and the review of natural and 
historical contexts of the project area. 

 
The survey was conducted on March 14, 2014 and was systematically surveyed in 10-meter (30-

ft.) intervals (Figure 3). It encompassed all of the IID property and a 46-m buffer (150-ft) around the 
fenced edges of the Anza Substation, thus extending the survey onto BLM lands. A Native American 
monitor from the Campo Indian Reservation accompanied the archaeologist during this survey. The BLM 
portion was surveyed under a BLM Fieldwork Authorization and the reports of the entire survey of the 
IID Substation and the related IID transmission line on BLM lands is currently under review by BLM. 

 
The record search and field survey was negative in that no cultural resources were previously 

recorded or currently found on the IID property or the BLM buffer. I also conclude that the potential for 
buried cultural resources on the property is negligible based on observed surface disturbance and surficial 
character of sites that have been recorded in the general vicinity.  

 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Jerry Schaefer, Ph.D., RPA 
Principal Investigator 
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Figure 1.  Project vicinity map. 
 

        
 

Figure 2. Project location map. 
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Figure 3. IID Anza Substation with GPS survey control transect lines in green. 
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March 28, 2014 
 
Mr. Dwight Carey 
Environmental Management Associates 
588 Explorer St. 
Brea, CA 92821 
 
Re: Preliminary Results of IID SA-Transmission Line Right-of-Way Cultural Resources Survey for the 
Seville Solar Project. 
 
Dear Mr. Carey; 
 

This letter reports summarizes the results of a previous 2000 survey and provides the preliminary 
results of a new 2014 intensive Class III cultural resources investigation of the Imperial Irrigation District 
(IID) SA-Transmission Line, on BLM land south of State Route 78 between the IID Anza Substation and 
the Allegretti Farms property in Imperial County California (Figures 1-2). ASM Affiliates surveyed this 
approximately 2.25-mile corridor alignment in association with off-site improvements for the proposed 
Seville Solar Project. With regard to that project a previous survey on parcels privately owned by 
Allegretti Farms was conducted by ASM Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) in January 2013 (Schaefer and Quach 
2013). Please refer to that report for the records search results and the review of natural and historical 
contexts of the project area. The draft report for the IID transmission line is currently under review by 
BLM and until which time that the report is finalized, these results must be considered preliminary. 

 
Electrical interconnection with the IID electrical transmission system would require construction 

of a new 92 kV transmission line from the proposed IID switch station on the Allegretti Farms property to 
the existing Anza Substation on Highway 78 through lands administered by the BLM. Approximately 1.0 
mile of new 92 kV transmission line would be constructed on the Allegretti Farms property. An additional 
2.0 miles of new 92 kV transmission line on BLM administered land would be “overbuilt” on top of the 
IID’s existing 12.5 kV SA distribution line located immediately south of State Highway 78 from the 
property to the existing IID Anza Substation (see Figure 2). 

 
The SA-transmission line right-of-way was previously surveyed for IID by ASM Affiliates in 

2000 as part of a line upgrade project (Schaefer and Moslak 2000). No cultural resources were recorded at 
that time along this part of the right-of-way.  

 
The new survey for the Seville Solar Project was conducted on March 14, 2014 and was 

systematically surveyed in 10-meter (30-ft.) intervals (see Figure 2). A Native American monitor from the 
Campo Indian Reservation accompanied the archaeologist during this survey. The survey was conducted 
under a BLM Fieldwork Authorization and the reports of the entire survey of the IID Substation and the 
related IID transmission line on BLM lands is currently under review by BLM. 

 
During the 2014 survey, two prehistoric isolates and two historic isolates were identified. Isolates 

are defined as five or less artifacts in a 252 m area. DPR forms for the isolates were completed and 
submitted to the SCIC for assignment of formal numeric identifiers. The two prehistoric isolates 
identified were a single brownware body pottery sherd and an isolate consisting of two water-worn 
pottery body sherds (one brownware and one buffware).  The two historic isolates were United States 
Coast and Geodetic Survey benchmarks (E-579 and F-579) with a date stamp of “1939”.  A search of the 
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respective National Geodetic Survey (NGS) survey marker data sheets (PID-DW0309, and PID-DW310) 
likewise verifies an original installation in 1939. These markers were apparently installed as datum points 
for State Route 78, possibly in association with later improvements to the road after its initial construction 
in 1920 and incorporation into the State Highway system in 1934.  

 
All of the isolates were evaluated as not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places, and likewise not eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources. Confirmation of these 
evaluations is awaiting review of the draft report by BLM. Isolate locations are confidential until 
permission to release information is obtained by the BLM. 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Jerry Schaefer, Ph.D., RPA 
Principal Investigator 
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Figure 1.  Project vicinity map. 
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Figure 2. IID transmission line survey area shown between black arrows. 
 




