an Caz, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER COMPANY
S’n PQ%‘
S = SAN DIMAS DISTRICT
2 > ) 121 EXCHANGE PLACE - POST OFFICE BOX 188
z > ) SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA 91773
g 2 A ]
Ao | , {714) 599-1289 ED
SEP 23 1992
Mr. Jurg Heuberger TY
i ' ERIAL COUN
Imperial County Planning Dept. "MSXNG oEP ARTMENT

County Administrative Offices
940 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243-2875

Subject: Program Environmental Impact Report'
for the County of Imperial
General Plan Amendment

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Southern California Water Company (SCWC) owns and operates two domestic water systems
in Niland and Calipatria with approximately 1100 service connections. After review of the
Notice of Preparation for the subject program, SCWC would like to submit the following
comments with regard to domestic water service:

" e« Water Supply: The impacts on total water supply need to be evaluated
which should include source quantity and quality.

e Water Pollution: Potential non-point source (NPS) pollution should be
addressed in protecting water quality of water sources for potable water
service.

e Water Distribution: SCWC can address proposed water distribution
system improvements and expansions once proposed development projects
are identified.

SCWC was not listed under "Utilities” and should be added.
I there are any questions, please feel free to call me at (714) 394-1387 or (714) 394-3600.
Very truly yours, cc: Richard Cabinilla

Don Sones
John Redding

Michatl A. Gutierrez
Director of Water Resources
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April 24, 1330

RECEIVED

APR 25 1390
Jurg Heuberger

Flanrning Directar P ERIAL COUNTY
Flarming Department EUILDING DIVISION
939 Main St.

El Centra, CA 32243

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

I understand you are currently working onm the review of larnd
use palicy 1rn Imperial County. Approximately a year ago (4-—
=3-83), 1 supplied you with a list 2f aguaculture operations
in Imperial County in the hope you and your staff would
consult with memoers of the industry inm the preliminary
stages of this review to facilitate the process of adopting
charnges in land use policy regarding aguaculture.

Sirce I have yet to be conmtacted in this matter, I am taking
the liberty of agairm supply you with a list of active
agquaculture facilities 1m Imperial Couwty anmd the principal
praoduct they produce.

Rlgae
Ron Hensan ' Thomas Naylor
Earthrise Farms Algatec, Irc.
F. 0. Bax 270 . O. Box 293
Calipatria, CA 32233 Calipatria, CA B33
348-5027 348-8c44

Cat fish
George Ray Ted Kasckaw
Fish Froducers Valley Fish Farmns
F. O. Box 10v4 F. O, Bbax 6ul
Niland, CA 9g&S7 Brawley, CR 9227
283~3474 344-35044

Widmarm Fish Farm
F. 0. Bax S22
Nilarmd, CRA 32257
348-5398



Shrimp

Sar Diego Brine Shrimp James La Fleur

2212 Versus St. F. 0. Box Sgs

San Diego, CA 92134 Salton City, CA 92275
423-1920 3344580

(farm @ Salton City)

Tilapia
Eill Engler
Fe L. Warmwater Rarch Pacific RAgua Farms
Rt. 1, Bax 61 Rt. 1, Box 3©
Niland, CA 32257 Niland, CAR 92237
359-1694 359-1533

Noncommercial

Catfish Grass Carp
Wayne Parker ’
Imperial Warmwater Hatchery Imperial Irrigation Dist.
Department of Fish & Game P. 0. Box 337
88395 Hwy. 111 Imperial, CA 92243
Niland, CR 32257 33920364
359-a204

You may also wish to review the land use palicies af
Riverside which favor aquaculture development.

If I can be of further assistance let me know.
Sincerely,

/KM;L/QZ/(

George Ray

CC: Billy Merrell
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

FORT YUMA AGENCY
P.O. Box 1591
Yuma, Arizona 85366-9591

SEPTEMBER 1, 1992

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Com: (619) 572-0248
Com: (619) 572-0249
Fax: (619) 572-0895

Imperial County Planning Department

County Administrative Offices

Attention: Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
940 West Main Street

El Centro, Californmia 92243-2875

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

The August 28, 1992, NOTICE OF PREPARATION PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT FOR THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT requests public
agencies with specific statutory responsibilities to indicate their specific

role in the project approval process. The Fort Yuma Indian Reservation
"is owned by the United States of America in trust for the Quechan Indian
Tribe. As a result, the Secretary of the Interior is responsible for

administering the trust responsibility and the related statutory duties.
The non-Indian areas of Bard and Winterhaven, California, are located entirely
within the exterior boundaries of the reservation. Any development in these

two communities creates a direct impact on the reservation.

As a result of the above, this Agency should be kept involved in the planning
process.

Sincerely,

Realty Officer
Environmental Coordinator

RECEIVEI
SEP 03 1992

IMPERIAL COUNTY

DI ARNRANIMMD MOCDADTAMENT



1256 BROADWAY y =i

E.L CENTRO, CALIFORNIA 92243
PHONE (619) 352-5712 [
FAX (619) 352-7237 T e

L ELCENTRO SCHOOL DISTRICT g

ERNING BOARD: KATHY ARNOLD LUCILLE DUGGAN JIM HAMILTON RON HULL DIANNA NEWTON

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION:

JACK HILL, PH.D.-SUPERINTENDENT JOSEPH H., VOGEL, ED.D.-ASST. SUPT.. OPERATIONS/FACILITIES
EVERETT TAYLOR-ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT, MARGO TAYLOR-ASST SUPT . EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION/PERSONNEL SERVICES JEANETTE C. MILLER-DIRECTOR OF FISCAL SERVICES

September 4, 1992

Imperial County Planning Department
County Administrative Offices

940 W. Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243-2875

Attn: Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Please be informed that ECSD will want to participate in the update of the General Plan for
Imperial County. ECSD is currently overcrowded and exceeding student housing capacity in
excess of 1300 students.

Specifically, we will want input in the areas of public services, growth, land use, traffic
circulation and cumulative effects. Due to our severe overcrowding, any increase in student
growth will need to be mitigated as it impacts the schools.

Please keep us informed as you develop the plan so that we can provide input regarding the
effect on the school district.

Sincerely,

1 3 ; .
- et /] Vi v*(‘ng

‘,,""Joseph H. Vogel, Ed.D.
/’ - Assistant Superintendent
(V4

JHV:kd

RECEIVED
SEP 11 1992

‘ IMPERIAL COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Al Chibdren Can Learn'”

FI EEMTRA GrHAAT DISTRICT AOARD MEETS SECOND TUESDAY EACH MOMTH EXCEPT BY SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMEMYT
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RECEIVED
SEP 14 1992

IMPERIAL COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

September 9, 1992

Southern Caiiforr

Imperial County Planning Department Gas Company

940 W. Main Street 1981 Lugonna fre

El Centro, CA 92243-2875 Redlands. C.1

ATTENTION: Jurg Heuberger/Richard Cabanilla Marling Addrese:
Box 3003

RE: County of Imperical General Plan Amendment Redlands. (.1

92373-9982

This letter is to inform you that Southern California Gas Company has facilities
in the area where the above named project is proposed. Gas service to the project
could be provided from main locations in and around project without any
significant impact on the envirorment. The service would be in accordance with
the Company’s policies and extension rules on file with the California Public
Utilities Commission at the time contractual arrangements are made.

You should be aware that this letter is not to be interpreted as a contractu--
commitment to serve the proposed project, but only as an informational servic
The availability of natural gas service, as set forth in this letter, is baseu
upon present conditions of gas supply and regulatory policies. as a public
utility, the Southern California Gas Company is under the jurisdiction of the
California Public Utilities Commission. We can also be affected by actions of
federal regulatory agencies. should these agencies take any action which affects
gas supply or the conditions under which service is available, gas service will be
provided in accordance with revised conditions.

Typical demand use for:
a. Residential (System Area Average/Use Per Meter) Yearly

Single Family 799 therms/year dwelling unit
Multi-Family 4 or less units 482 therms/year dwelling unit
Multi-Family 5 or more units 483 therms/year dwelling unit

These averages are based on total gas consumption in residential units served by
Southern California Gas Company, and it should not be implied that any particular
home, apartment or tract of homes will use these amounts of energy.

b. Comercial

Due to the fact that construction varies so widely (a glass building
vs. a heavily insulated building) and there is such a wide variation
in types of materials and equipment used, a typical demand figure is
.not available for this type of construction. Calculations would need
to be made after the building has been designed.



We have developed several programs which are available, upon request,
to provide assistance in selecting the most effective applications of
energy conservation techniques for a particular project. If you
desire further information on any of ocur energy conservation programs,
please contact our Area Market Services Manager, P.O. Box 3003,
Redlands, CA 92373-0306, phone 1-800-624-2497.

Technical Supervisor

IgF:blh

cc: Environ Affairs -ML18Cl

- e
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United States Department of the Interior aiic s
R RS
R TR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE >
L ]

Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge
P.0. Box 120
Calipatria, CA 92233-0120

September 14, 1992

Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Imperial County Planning Department
940 W. Main Street

ELl Centro, CA 92243-2875

Subject: NOP of PEIR for County of Imperial General Plan Amendment
Dear Mr. Heuberger,

Normally we would likely wait to respond to the Program Environmental Impact
Report, and not the Notice of Preparation, ‘for the County of Imperial General
Plan aAwmendment. However, there was one statement that should be clarified to
allow the consultants, Brian F. Mooney Associates, to adequately encompass the
biological resources of Imperial County in their Environmental Impact Report.

On page 3 of the NOP under "Biological Resources," the second sentance states
that: "The important or protected biological resources that exist within the
County are likely out of the existing agricultural areas, since these areas
have been extensively farmed for decades." While it is true that these
agricultural areas have been extensively farmed for decades, several important
and/or protected wildlife species do occur in these agricultural areas.
Examples may include the federally endangered Yuma clapper rail and desert
pupfish, the California threatened sandhill crane, and California specles of
special concern such as the burrowing owl, white-faced ibis, long-billed
curlew, and mountain plover. Alteration of certain important areas within the
agricultural zome of Imperial County could have potential range-wide
consequences for many of these species. Of course, several important and/or
protected wildlife and plant species occur in other undeveloped portions of
the county also.

[ hope this comment will allow the biological resources cof the county to be
more adequately covered under the PEIR. Please contact me at (619) 348-5278

if you you further questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Marcia F. Radke
Wildlife Biologist

RECEIVED
_er 151882

IMIPERIAL COL -~
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



RECEIVED
SEP 18 1992

IMPERIAL COUNTY,

s_{r‘».‘ITt:I‘:) STF\TES DD[L'_ 2151 —ff\Df"\ﬂMS PLANN[NG DEPARTMENI
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION EL CENMTRO, CA. 22244
AGRICULTURE SERVICE PHOME = (&19) 3352-7286

Subh iect: Notice of Precaration Program
Environmental Impact Repeort for
the County of Imperial General Flan

Agreement

Ta: Imperial County Planning Department
County Administrative Offices
e W, Main Street

£}l Centro, L& P2243-287C

rds to the PEIR for the County of Impsria

In rega I General
Amendment, our major concern 1s how the soils of the
@v will be impacted and the re-designaticn of land that
4o

urrently desigrated for agricultural product!
orial Valley consists mainly of prime farmland =cil
ewide important scils.

O
3
o~
T
i

I#

iad to see that the PEIR analyeis will addrass thece
and identify mitigation measurss and
ations. One particular concern of the Sotil
ion Service is how and i1f this General Plan
will increase soil 2rosicn on agricultural
soils.

ttion 1z that we ent !
and statewide import

vation of prime
ture

Tf I can be of further assistance, please let me know.



. ITATE OF CALIFORNIA PETE WILSON, Governor

" STATE LANDS COMMISSION
MI;TERAL RESQURCES MANAGEMENT DIVISION

245 W. BROADWAY, RM. 425 D
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 80802-4471 R E C E v E
TELEPHONE: (310) 590-5201

FACSIMILE: (310) 590-5295 ‘ SEP 24 1992
CALIFORNIA RELAY SERVICE |
TDD/TT: (800) 735-2929 IMPERIAL COUNTY
VOICE: (800) 735-2922 PIANNING DEPARTMENT
File Ref: W 6325.35

September 16, 1992

Imperial County
Planning Department
Attention: Jurg Heuberger,
Planning Director
. 940 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243-2875

Subject: Statutory Responsibilities for Geothermal Development
on State-owned Lands.

Gentlemen:

The State Lands Commission has jurisdiction and management control
over public lands of the State for geothermal development, and its
authority is set forth in Division 6 of the Public Resources Code
(PRC), Section 6902 et. seqg. (copy enclosed). Generally, these
lands include all ungranted "sovereign lands" (lands lying below
tidal and navigable waters), "school lands" (lands granted by the
U. S. Congress for support of public education), "swamp and
overflowed lands" and certain proprietary lands. Permits and
leases for exploration and development of geothermal resources on
State lands may be issued by the Commission as provided in the PRC.

Geothermal resources occurring on these lands are managed by the
Commission for the benefit of the public. Geothermal resource
management policies of the Commission provide for orderly and
efficient development of these resources consistent with public
safety and environmental protection. All activities using State-
owned lands or resources are subject to the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and no activity is
approved until the requirements of CEQA have been met.

The County policy expressed in its proposed Geothermal Element of
the General Plan Amendment should provide consideration for
conservation of this unique resource and land use guidelines in
maximizing resource utilization for the benefit of the public. The
» problem of over:development, as evidenced in The Geysers,,shquld,gez
- ~-thoroughly ,addressed in the Program EIR and mitigation measurééi
identified to minimize adverse impacts and conflicts between short- -
and long-term reservoir management strategies.



W6325.35
9/16/92
Page 2

Should you require further information, please contact Mr. Al
Willard of this office. We would appreciate receiving a copy of
the Geothermal Element of the General Plan and being included on
the mailing list for receipt of the Draft Program Environmental
Impact Report for the County of Imperial General Plan Amendment.

Yours truly,

P. B. MOUNT II, Chietf
Mineral Resources Management Division

PBM/ADW/hn

A \W6325.35
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FAX (619) 339-9392

MPERTAL TRRIGATION DIsTR L]

OPERATING HEADQUARTERS ¢ P. 0.BOX 937 + IMPERIAL, CALIFORNIA 92251

GM September 21, 1992 RECE?VED

SEP 27 1892
Imperial County Planning Department
County Administrative Ooffices IMPERIAL COUNTY
940 West Main Street PLCANNING DEPARTMENT
E1l Centro, CA 92243-2875

This is in response to your Notice of Preparation, Program Environmental
Impact Report (PEIR) for the County of Imperial General Plan Amendment.

Tn accordance with 14 CCR Sectiom 15375, it is understood that "[tlhe
purpose of the notice is to solicit guidance from those agencies as to
the scope and content of the environmental information to be included in
the EIR."™ Additionally, the Imperial Irrigation District (IID) weould
1ike to inform the County of Imperial that it is a responsible agency as
~~fined under 14 CCR Section 15381 and possesses»jurisdiction by law

jer 14 CCR Section 15366(a) (3) which entitles it to exercise authority
over resources which may be affected by the preoject.

pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080.4(a), the
environmental information which is germane <to IID's statutory
responsibilities in connection with the proposed project and which,
pursuant to the requirements of Sections 21000-21177, shall be included
in the EIR is as follows: Information involving water quality and
availability for irrigation and domestic uses, electric power supply and
distribution, sewage treatment and flood control.
Inraccordéhééfwithfséétioh“ZIOapﬁé)(b),thgwggn hereby requests one or;
more*meétiﬁ§§&§iihfc5ﬁﬁﬁijwéﬁfésenpéﬁfﬁé?iggg;Enéfﬁdfpose of assisting’
oo County Ln d4&tsrmining the scope and contsnt of the environmental
infb:mgti@§:§§§§:§éifbé“reqpirgglmPlease'cch%ébt‘thé"AésiSEaﬁthenéraI“
Mandéeffgébeft,Mcggé%ggghmmggiggglnumber'above, to arrange an acceptable

xR e : T ARSI S P A A Gy AR T,

meetin@ischedu;e for water and power issues. !

Yours truly,

%ﬁﬂé, SHREVES'
General Manager

GENPLAN
CLS:gar
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United States Department of the Interior i
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SRR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT —————1

™ ]
California Desert District Office . = -
"6221 Box Springs Boulevard
Riverside, California 92507-0714

IN REPLY REFER TO.

9/24/92
MEMORANDUM
To: Open Space Element Mailing List (partial)
From: Dick Crowe

Subject: Scoping Meeting for Biological Resources Subgroup

In the spirit of keeping you informed of activities and progress
on the Open Space Element, I am enclosing a copy of the regquest
for the subject meeting. The importance of thisz work is such
that you should be aware and are welcome to attend. This notice
and offer for involvement is made at the risk of having too many
people attend: however, I feel the involvement is more important-
especially for the counties and county associations of
governments.

At the next Open Space Work Group meeting (October 14) we will
make more subgroup assignments, tackling the list of issues that
was included in the September 15 Work Group Meeting notice.

Enclosure 5 C;qn-&—”
Dok

RECEIVED

SEP 28 1992
IMPERIAL COUNTY

PAITANINING MEDADTRATAT



MEMORANDUM
9/23/92

To: Open Space Element Biological Resources Subgroup
From: Dick Crowe
Subject: Scoping Meeting for Subgroup Task

Date: Friday, October 2, 1992

Time: 10:00 AM

Location: BLM Riverside Office
6221 Box Springs Blvd
Riverside, CA 92507
My # (714) 697-5216
(Map Enclosed)

T have talked with you about the need for such a meeting. This
is to confirm the meeting and provide some background for you to
put your thinking cap on between now and then. This is new and
exciting and I lock forward to the project. This is a shortterm
subfuntion of the overall Open Space effort; so I do not see a
need to meet more than couple of times. I appreciate your
support.

Fnclosed is some background information on the Open Space Element
project for those of you who are new to it. As you can see the
task and the size of the area are enormous. Following are scme
thoughts that I have accumulated since I have been on the project
that the project in general and the biological aspect in
particular should address. I am certainly open to suggestions,
new ideas and even having my mind changed. We may not
necessarily get to all these items, but they help in providing
perspective.

1. We’re dealing with resource values from a regional
significance point of view.

2. T would like to deal from a habitat basis, but will probably
want species lists to emphasize the potential for species
listings.

3. One goal is to manage resources soO that listings are not
necessary.
4. We want to recognize area size and population linkage needs

to maintain gene pool viability.
5. We can’t save it all.
6. How do we describe the regionally significant biological

resources given the amount of information available, scale, time
and extremely limited labor (eg hand work for mapping) available?



7. We want to collect information in GIS form; we do have GIS
capability in the BLM office to manipulate -not digitize- data.

8. We want to provxde a regional perspective as to what’s going
on where agencies, in their limited individual or small group
perspectives, are not seeing the big picture.

9. Most of the problem is the wholesale loss of resources on
private lands to development.

10. Our purpose is not to do the planning that local agencxes
should be doing, but to point out where local planning is lacking
or plan lmplementatlon is a problem. Can we suggest new
groupings of agencies for planning and resource management?

11. What will happen if existing trends are not arrested (eg
spec1es listings, increased environmental and development costs,
species extirpation) ?

12. Resource protection has a range of protection and management
from preservation (very limited additional uses) to multiple use
management (as practiced by BLM/USFS) to low density or limited
prlvate development.

13. Given #12 can we develop a scheme of open space protection
categories as well as lands that are appropriate for full
development? I realize that this may violate thought #10 above.

Even though there are 12 people listed below I do not have
commitments from all, so I doubt there will be too many people.

Enclosures : i§:>)t (;»ﬁ-~,___
C

Distribution:

1. Tom White, Zone Ecologist, Cleveland NF (619) 673-6180 x3055

2. John Bradley & Peter Stine, Wildlife Biologists, USF&WS,

. Carlsbad (619) 431-9440

3. Bill Havert, Planner, Dangermond & Assoc., Hemet (619) 765~
6250

Tom Scott, Wildlife Biologist, UCR Extension (714) 787-5115

Steve Loe, Wildlife Biologist, San Bdno NF (714) 383-5609

Larry Foreman, Wildlife Biologist, BLM, Riv (714) 697-5387

Marc Hoshovsky, Wildlife Biologist, CDF&G, Sacto (916) 322-
2446

8. Gary Bell & Cameron Barrows, TNC, Murrieta & Palm Sp(resp)

(714) 677-2909 & (619) 343-1234, respectively
9. Santa Monica Mtns National Recreatlon Area (no name,yet)
10. Santa Monica Mtns Conservancy (no name, yet)

o

~N oy
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ClTY OF YUMA

Three West Third Street
Main Street Plaza

3 W. 3rd Street

Yuma, Arizcna 85364-2292
(602) 783-1277

September 29, 1992

Imperial County Planning Department
County Administrative Officer

540 W. Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243-2875

Attn: Jurg Neuberger, Plarniiing Director

Subject: County of Imperial General Plan Amendment
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR)

Dear Mr. Neuberger:

Thank you very much for sending us the August 28, 1992 notice
for the above. As Imperial County and the City of Yuma are
immediately adjacent to each other, the City of Yuma is very
interested in this project.

Due to our continuing interest, could you please be so kind as
to advise this division of the progress of your work and its
findings.

Thank you for keeping us informed

Sincerely,

Mark G. Bales, B.E.S.
Advanced Planner

MGB/mg

RECEIVED
0CT 021932

IMPERIAL COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
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September 30, 1992

Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Imperial County Planning Department
County Administrative Offices

940 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243-2875

RE: "Notice of Preparation

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Thank you for the opportunity to revi

Jounty General Plan update.
potential to impact Riverside

More specifically, several of

Riverside County. First and foremost

Joseph A. Richards, Planning Director
Keith D. Downs, A.LLC.P., Assistant Director

RECEIVED
00T 0 1382

IMPERIAL COUNTY
PUANNING DEPARTMENT

", Program Environmental Impact Report for the County of
Imperial General Plan Amendment.

ew the Notice of Preparation relating to the Imperial

There are issues of regional importance that affect Imperial
County and Riverside County individually and collectively. The DEIR should address the
County from all the issues identified in the NOP.

the issues identified in t

he NOP are of special interest t0

is air quality. ~ Additionally, land use,

traffic/circulation, cultural and biological resources, water quality, growth inducing and
cumulative effects are important.

ANALYSIS:

Land Use

EASTERN COACHELLA VALLEY PLAN:

The Riverside County Eastern Coachella Valley (ECVP) Plan was adopted by the Board
of Supervisors on July 2, 1985, through Resolution No. 85-291 and incorporated into the

Riverside County Comprehens
the area from San Diego County on the we

[and use allocation map of the ECVP identifies the following designations and densities:

Main Office

jve General Plan on December 17, 1991. The ECVP covers
st, eastward to the All American Canal. The

4080 LEMON STREET, 9th FLOOR
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92501
(714) 275-3200

SAX (714) 275-3157

41002 COUNTY CENTER DRIVE
TEMECULA, CALIFORNIA 92390
(714) 694-5140
FAX (714) 694-5144

29733 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE, SUITE £
RERMUDA DUNES, CALIFORNIA 92201
(619) 342-8277

FAX (619) 775-2062



Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Imperial County Planning Department
September 30, 1992

Page 2

. Desert Areas 1 du/10 acres maximum
. Mountainous Areas 1 du/10 acres madmum
. Agriculture 1 du/10 acres maximum
. Water Resources/Flooding 0 du

. Planned Residential Reserve 0-5/du

The Planned Residential Reserve designation is applied to sections 33 and 34, T8S, RS8E,
which are immediately adjacent to the Imperial County line on the north. The Planned
Residential Reserve extends to the northwest in sections, 28, 20; 21, 16, 9, 4 and 5.

Plans in the northwestern part of Imperial County that allow for higher densities than those
allowed in the ECVP or commercial and/or industrial land uses, could have impacts on the
residents in Riverside County.

The Planned Residential Reserve (PRR) category is designed to provide for development
in the "cove" areas (mouths of canyons at the base of the Santa Rosa Mountains). The
category is intended to provide for self-supporting communities such as large scale
resort/retirement projects. The adequacy of circulation systems and public facilities must
be demonstrated to support the proposed developments before approval can be given.

The remainder of Riverside County bordering Imperial County eastward from the ECVP
and All American Canal to the Colorado RIVCI’ is covered by the Open Space and
Conservation Map of the Riverside County Comprehensive General Plan (RCCGP).

The land use designations for the area covered in the RCCGP are Mountainous Areas,
Agriculture and Desert Areas. Each of the designations allows a maximum of 1 du/10 acres.

The DEIR should address the potential impacts from higher density land uses on the largely
rural landscape in southern and southeastern Riverside County.

Commercial and Industrial

The ECVP policies covering these land uses follow:

Under the ECVP (5. Land Use Policy - Industrial); industrial development should be
located in areas with the necessary support infrastructure; noise sensitive receptor areas are
to be avoided; buildings are not to exceed 50’ in height; agricultural area industrial uses
related to agriculture are to be encouraged. Industries that contribute to reduced air and
water quality are to be discouraged.



Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director

Imperial County Planning Department
»ptember 30, 1992

.age3

Commercial uses are located along highways or at or near intersections with secondary
highways. Tourists/commercial type services are to be located on major transportation
routes.

4. Land Use Policy - Open Space and Conservation

This designation is intended to protect the County’s environmental resources. Agricultural
and associated uses are included in this designation. Farm worker housing is allowed in this
designation.

TRAFFIC/CIRCULATION:

Riverside County Comprehensive Plan Circulation Study Area Map No. 9, Figure IV.10
illustrates SR 86 as an expressway with a variable width. On the east side of the Salton Sea,
SR 111 is shown as an Arterial Highway with a 110’ right-of-way. Study Area Map #10,
Figure IV.11 covers the Palo Verde Valley. SR 78 is shown as a major road with a 100°
right-of-way. Residential, Commercial and/or Industrial development proposals adjacent
to or near SR 86, SR 111 and SR 74 could have impacts on traffic and circulation in
Riverside County. No other roads are identified on Circulation Study Area Maps for the
_tensive area between SR 111 and SR 74. (See attached maps). Development proposals
in Riverside County along major arterials and highways will be reviewed for architecture,
landscaping setbacks, placement of utilities underground and screening of mechanical
equipment (2. Land Use Policy - General.f.). Imperial County’s general plan should provide
for development standards compatible with those in Riverside County.

Rail

The Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) has completed a feasibility study
for intercity rail service from Riverside County thorough Imperial County down to

Mexicali. "Intercity" service is Amtrak-type rail service. This proposal is regional in its
effects.

Mr. Carl Schiermeyer of Schiemeyer Consultants has informed Riverside County Planning
staff that CALTRANS has received the RCTC-initiated rail service study. CALTRANS is
preparing a ridership study and anticipates going to the California Transportation
Commission in Spring of 1993. The DEIR document should include a discussion of this
proposal.

Regional Transportation Systems which provide alternatives to automobile travel should be
seriously considered and addressed in the DEIR.



Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Imperial County Planning Department
September 30, 1992

Page 4

Particulate Material

One of the major contributors to reduced air quality is particulate material. The SCAQMD
has prepared a publication on the PM' Emission Control Measure Demonstration Projects
in the Coachella Valley (February 1992). The demonstration projects are designed to test
the effectiveness of drift fences and chemical stabilizers.

The Imperial County DEIR should include a review and discussion of these PM! control
methods. Wind fences could be disruptive to animal movements and create untenably
altered habitat for certain spec1es such as the flat tailed horned lizard or fringe toed hzard
for example. Research concerning potential impacts to sensitive species ahould be thorough
and the results and proposed mitigations included in the draft document. \/Iomtormo
programs should be prepared to accompany the DEIR.

Soil stabilizers

Chemical stabilizers are recommended to reduce PM™ in some cases. Many useful or at
least harmless invertebrates nest or burrow into sand or other desert soil types. Chemical
stabilizers could create a surface through which such animals could not emerge. There
could be economic repercussions, in agriculture for example, if useful and/or parasitic
insects are impacted by the use of chemlcal stabilizers. Consultation with the California
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) biologists, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USE'WS, Carlsbad Field Office) and Mr. Greg Ballmer, Scientific Research Associate, at
the University of California, Riverside, is strongly recommended. A thorough analysis of
the various products and their reactions should be included in the DEIR. A monitoring
program should accompany any mitigation proposals that include the use of chemical
stabilizers.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Animals

The NOP is incorrect in stating that important biological resources are most hkely to be
found outside of agricultural areas. Quite the contrary; the agricultural areas are in and of
themselves, biological resources of incredible importance to birds. The list of species that
utilize the agncultural fields in the Imperial Valley is extensive. National Audubon Society
Christmas Bird counts have been conducted for years in the Imperial Valley under the
auspices of the San Diego Audubon Society. The Salton Sea provides food, rest and refuge
for many species of water birds; however, the agricultural fields are the foraging sites for
raptors, gulls, waders, ducks, geese, shore birds and sandhill cranes.



Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Imperial County Planning Department
September 30, 1992

Page 5

Given the importance of the Imperial Valley’s agricultural fields to migrating, wintering and
breeding birds, the DEIR should include these areas in the analysis of biological resources.
Helpful contacts in addition to San Diego’s expert birding community, are Messers. Gene
Cardiff and Bob McKernan, curator and assistant curator of birds at the San Bernardino
County Museum.

Additional biological studies should be required for all project proposals which are In
undeveloped areas including agricultural land uses.

Vegetation

The plant resources should not be overlooked. Agricultural practices would more likely
eliminate the plant resources which may have been present; however, if an area has lain
fallow or is crossed by interior dirt roads or drainage ditches or contains clearings, etc.
sensitive plant species could still be present. Consultation with the Bureau of Land
Management, USFWS and CDFG botanists, is strongly recommended.

An explanation of the CEQA process, State and Federal Endangered Species Acts and local
Open Space ordinances should be included in the DEIR.

FLOOD/CONTROL HYDROLOGY

The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requires that the problem
of non-point pollution be addressed and the impacts from runoff from construction and
impervious surfaces reduced.

The improvements to SR 86, 111 and 74 will increase the amount of impervious surfaces
and increase the runoff from those roads. The run off contains pollutants which will find
their way into the Salton Sea and other drainages and aquifers which Riverside County may
share with Imperial County. The New and Alamo Rivers contribute raw sewage, pesticides,
and other pollutants into the Salton Sea. Agricultural run off is another source of ground
and surface water pollution. An explanation of how the prevention of non-point pollution
s to be addressed in the General Plan should be included in the DEIR.

GROWTH INDUCEMENT

Growth inducing proposals such as highway and road improvements in Imperial County will
probably have an effect on Riverside County also.

Changes in land use patterns can lead to growth inducing development. Avoidance of
impacts to the public health, safety and welfare provides the best protection for the our



Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
Imperial County Planning Department
September 30, 1992

Page 6

county’s constituencies. When mitigations are proposed to reduce environmental impacts,
monitoring programs are required to accompany the proposed mitigations (AB 3180). This
allows for review of the monitoring proposals at the same time the change in land use is
proposed.

The DEIR should address the potential impacts from higher density land uses on the largely
rural landscape in southern and southeastern RIvemde County. -

CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

The cumulative effects of the Imperial County Program EIR for the General Plan on those
regional issues identified in these comments, should be analyzed for their fiscal impacts to
neighboring jurisdictions, specifically, Riverside County, and included in the DEIR.
Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NOP for the Program EIR of the
Imperial County. We hope that our comments will be useful to you in the preparation of
your general plan update and EIR. If you have any questions about our comments, please
contact Ms. Beverly McIntosh (714) 275-1875 of our staff.

Very truly yours,

RIVERSIDE COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Joseph A. Richards. P anning Director

Jerry %oé’;ffe mcmﬁ/anner U v
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eE ST CITY OF CALEXICO

408 Heber Avenue Calexico, Ca 92231 (619) 768-2110
September 30, 1992

County Planning Department

Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director

940 W. Main Street T
E]l Centro, CA 92243

Re: Notice of Preparation Program Environmental Impact Report for
the County of Imperial General Plan Amendment

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Notice of
Preparation Program Environmental Impact Report County of Imperial
General Plan Amendment.

The City of Calexico respectfully requests that the County of
Imperial General Plan Amendment incorporate the following
recommendations in the Calexico Land Use Plan:

1. Establish an overly zone contiguous to Calexico's city
1imit boundaries, wherein Calexico's General Plan would
be the guiding Land Use document;

2. gstablish development standards for those  areas
surrounding Calexico's boundaries which would be
compatible and in conformance with Calexico's property
improvement standards;

3. Revise county's zoning ordinance within the Calexico
Planning Unit for consistency with Calexico's General
Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

Should you have any questions please contact the undersigned at
768-2118.

Sincerely,

Ricardo ojosa
Planning Director

RECEIVED
0CT 01 1992

IMPERIAL COUNTY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

cc: City Manager
PRC



STATE OF CALIFORNIA — RESQURCES AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION =N
Saiton Sea Sector - Colorado Desert District %}
P.0. Box 3166 : ~
North Shore, CA 92254
(619) 393-3059 fax: 393-1338

October 1, 1992 RECE?VED

Mr. Jurg Heuberger

Planning Director OCT 031332
Imperial County Planning Department

County Admimistrative Offices IMPERIAL COUNTY
940 W. Main Street : PLANNING DEPARTMENT

El Centro, CA 92243-2875
Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Thank you for requesting a response from us, regarding the Program En-
vironmental Impact Report that the County is preparing for the General Plan
Amendment. We are encouraged by such an endeavor, and look forward to being
of whatever assistance that we might as you progress with the PEIR.

As you know there are portions of four California State Parks within Im-
perial County, Anza Borrego Desert State Park, Ocotillo Wells State Vehicle Rec-
reation Area, Salton Sea State Recreation Area, and Picacho State Recreation
Area. [ have been assigned as your contact, should you need our assistance or
input during this procsss.

We are confident that you will consider the needs of the Department, and
the Department's physical relationship to the County as you progress with your

plan.

Please call me if [ can be of service. [ would appreciate being placed on
your mailing list and will plan on attending at least some of your public meetings
regarding the PEIR.

Good luck with your program.

Sincerely,

Steve Homtz ‘———%
Superintendent - Salton Sea Sect

Colorado Desert District



STATE CF CALIFCRNIA - BUSINESS, TRANSPCRTATICN AND HCUSING AGENCY PETE WILSCON, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DISTRICT 11, P.O. BOX 85408, SAN DIEGQ, 52186-5408

(619) 688-6002

October 8, 1992

11-IMP-007
0.0/1.2
Mr. Jurg Heuberger
Planning Director
County of Imperial
840 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243-2875

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Notice of Preparation of a Program Environmental Impact Report
for the County of Imperial General Plan Amendment

Caltrans District 11 comments are as foHoWs:

e Traffic/Circulation (Page 4) - The analyses for the Circulation/Scenic Highways
Element of the proposed General Plan need to include future State Route 7 (SR-7) in
the evaluations of potential environmental impacts and recommended mitigations.

e We assume that the General Services Administration (Federal) has received a copy of
the subject Notice of Preparation (NOP) for their review and comments. Our agency is
particularly concerned that coordination for the proposed Port-of-Entry and future SR-7
is maintained.

Our contact person for future SR-7 is Mark Parra, Project Manager, Project Development
Branch "B", (619) 688-6952.

Sincerely,

JESUS M. GARCIA
District Director

BILL DILLON, Chief
}(d‘/ Planning Studies Branch



IT.

III.

IV.

AGRICULTURE

Steve Birdsall, Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner _
Wes Bisgaard Manager, Imperial Vallsv Farm Bureay '
Refugio Gonzalez, Director, Cooperative Agrwcultura? Extension
Don Cox, Farmer
Lester Bornt, Farmer

** COMMON CONCERNS **

Leap-frog development that creates "patches® of residential and
other kinds of non-agricultural developfient in the midst of

agricultural 1ands
Preservation of Agricultural land.

Need for "Right-to-Farm" ordinance to protect farming interests
from non-agricultural land users.

Need for education and concern for maintenance | of local
infrastructure needs (i.e. roads) so that agricultura] equipment
can be transported safely and effectively. .

Potential labor shortage in years to come.

Al
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INTRODUCTION

This volume of the Final Environmental Impact Report for the County of Imperial General Plan
contains the comments received during public review of the Draft EIR, and the responses to
those comments. A total of 23 comment letters were received, and these letters contain a total
of 780 specific comments. A list of the agencies and individuals who submitted comments, and
the associated comment numbers, is provided on the subsequent page. This list is followed by
all the comment letters, and then the responses to all comments.






DRAFT EIR LETTERS AND COMMENT NUMBERS

Name
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - March 1, 1993

Bureau of Land Management - March 18, 1993

California Department of Transportation - March 8, 1993

California Integrated Waste Management Board - February 25, 1993
California Regional Water Quality Control Board - February 25, 1993
California River Board of California - March 16, 1993

Imperial County Department of Public Works - March 22, 1993
Imperial Irrigation District - March 22, 1993

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California - March 22, 1993
Coachella Valley Water District - February 3, 1993

Southern Pacific Lines - March 22, 1993

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) - March 10, 1993
City of Brawley - March 15, 1993

City of Calexico - March 22, 1993

City of Calipatria - March 2, 1993

City of El Centro - March 22, 1993

City of Imperial - March §, 1993

El Centro Chamber of Commerce - March 17, 1993

El Centro Regional Medical Center - March 22, 1993

Comment

Numbers

1-45
46-92
93-101
102-103
104-106
107-123
124-143
144-172
173-211
212-216
217-223
224-232
233-238
239-247
248-257
258-265
266-275
276

277-286






DRAFT EIR LETTERS AND COMMENT NUMBERS

Comment
Name Numbers
Sierra Club, San Diego Chapter - March 22, 1993 287-771
Glenn L. Gearhart - March 15, 1993 T712-774
Sutherland & Gerber - March 22, 1993 775

Edith Harmon - March 17, 1993 776-780

ii






COMMENT LETTERS






U S

United States Department of the Interior AMERIA e

e T ]
EEERPPPEICREP
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE -
Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge Complex
Post Office Box 120
Calipatria, Califormia 92233-0120
March 1, 1993
i:%%g‘ﬁ:EE?ZFY] TT==
Mr. Jurg Heuberger., Planning Director 1'-20ﬁ£ﬁ;*i;3 o2l
Imperial County Planning Department
939 Main Street ‘
Fl Centro, CA 92243-2856 MAR 941993
Dear Mr. Heuberger, RSN SRS

- e

UILDONG a2 Chic-
Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft EIR for the County of
Imperial General Plan Revision. Any discussion concerning mitigation shouid
be conducted with biologists in our Enhancement office located in Carlsbad,
California. Following are specific suggestions, itemized by page number,
toward improving the Draft.

e

Page II-7c. Include national wildlife refuge, state parks, etc.

Page III-11. The southern area of the Salton Sea is a U.S. Fish and Wildif=
2| service National Wildlife Refuge and should be depicted as such under 3 (shown
| as 8 on figure 3).

—

Page II11-20. The Mesquite Lake SPA also contains duck clubs which harbor an
3| important sandhill crane (Califormnia threatened) winter roost site. Many

| industrial uses may not be compatible with this roost.

ngége IIT1-47. The correct name is U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The USFWS
4lis currently conducting studies of the pesticide DDT and its metabolites on
g?scivorous birds.

Page III1-50. Non-agricultural development that does not ad join at least one
side of an existing urban use may in some cases also constitute a significant
5| impact to wildlife species which utilize the area as habitat. This is aiso a
good mitigation measure towards decreasing fragmentation of agricultural lands
lused by wildlife species.

6 Page III-51. These agricultural buffer zones will also provide needed bufier
| zones for wildlife species which may be utilizing agricultural lands.

Page II1-52. A significant impact of the Mesquite Lake SPA may be the

7ldisturbance of the sandhill crane roost. This should be discussed in more

ngtail with mitigation measures included. \

Page III-53. Will mitigation for the Interstate 8/SR 111 SPA, which brings
8|suitable off-site replacement land into agricultural production, have any
|impacts to currently undeveloped wildlife habitac?

,QLE?ge III-54. Same comment as III-533 for Tamarack Canyon and Bravo Ranch SPA.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Page 111-87. Plants and Vegetative Habitats. In this section, you fail to
adequately mention important wetland plant communities and vegetation. Sedge,
cattails, rush, and bulrushes would not be located in the overstory of wetland
L__1_)»].ant: communities.

e

Page III-89. Wildlife. In the second paragraph, it would be more accurate to
say "2) those which are seemingly tolerant of the agricultural activities

| occurring in the Valley;." '

Page III-89. Fish. At the end of the first paragraph, it would be more
accurate to say that the "... pupfish is a native fish found in the Salton
Sea, whitewater River, San Felipe Creek, Salt Creek, and at least 72% of all
agricultural drains at the Sea.”

F;;ge III-89. Amphibians and Reptiles. Add Woodhouse's toad to the list of
amphibians. Delete Sonoran mud turtle and spiny softshell turtle from
amphibian list and add them to reptile list. You list both "Barefoot banded"
and "magic gecko" as separate species, actually barefoot gecko and magic gecko
are two names for the same animal, with "barefoot gecko" being the generally
accepted common name. Use one of these names consistently throughout the
draft and tables. Banded gecko is a separate species which needs to be added
to vour list of "typical"” species. Change "western iguana" to desert iguana.
Change "Colorado fringe-toed lizard" to Colorado Desert fringe-toed lizard.
change "western rattlesnake" to western diamondback rattlesnake. Add long-
nosed snake, rosy boa, leaf-nosed snake, shovel-nosed snake, speckled
_Eattlesnake, and western ground snake to your list of "typical" species.

—

Page III-90. Birds. In the first paragraph at least 378 bird species and 4l
mammal species have been documented in Imperial County. It would be more
accurate to state that "The food potential of cultivated areas is a
contributor to the broad range of bird species frequenting the County,
however, agricultural monocultures generally produce low diversity of wildlife
species." In the third paragraph it would be more accurate to state "The
L_jd_.iversit:y of resident bird species is relatively low..."

Page III-90. Mammals. In the middle of the first paragraph house mouse
should be added. "Brush rabbit" should be changed to desert cottontail
rabbit. It would be most accurate to state that "bats... are found in all

areas of Imperial County due, in part. to agricultural canals. which provide

abundant insects and reliable water sources. It is also txue that
agricultural pesticides have sreatlv led to the demise of bat populations in

the U.S. In the second paragraph, "desert and blacktail jackrabbit," should
be changed to only "blacktail jackrabbit.”

In figure 11 of Sensitive Plants, Wildlife Areas and Unusual Plant
Assemblages, the areas depicting flat-tailed horned lizard and desert tortoise
need to be expanded to be accurate. Add the sandhill crane roosting area near
the town of Imperial to this figure. This roost is important in maintaining
the wintering population of this threatened species within the Imperial
Valley.

=

See the attached input from us on Table 14 of Sensitive Animal Species in
Imperial County to make the information more accurate. It may be appropriate




+o| to list bird species in the order listed by the American Ornithologist’s
7LHFion.

Page III-106. Fish. In the first paragraph, it would be most accurate to
state that "... pupfish occurs within the §gl;gn~§gg*_§§n_ﬁglipg_gzggg*
Whitewater River. Salt Creek, and at le % i i
feeding the Sea." In the third paragraph, it is not accurate to state that
18 "Designated critical habitat...at best contains unstable populations of desert
pupfish." It would be more accurate to state that "Designated
habitat...protects populations of desert pupfish which are generally
increasing throughout the Salton Sea ecosystem.”

O

Page III-106. Amphibians and Reptiles. Listing of the flat-tailed hormed
lizard is imminent and must be plamned for. In the third paragraph it would
19| be appropriate to mention that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is currently
preparing a listing package for the flat-tailed horned lizard which will be
Lifsted as a threatened or endangered species.

Page III-107. Birds. In the second paragraph it would be most accurate to
state that "Agricultural areas in the County provide meg;;gn;_hghi&g;_ﬁgx
;nggigg_gggh_ggmghg4§andhill crane, which utjlizes wetland roosting areas
20| between Brawley and Imperial and forages throughout the Valley.” The Imperial
Valley contains populations of both greater and lesser subspecies of sandhill
crane. Several plans, including the City of Imperial Annexation and the
Imperial County Enterprise Zone, have the potential to affect this roost with
further development in these areas. Therefore, include more discussion on
this topic.

e

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Enhancement Field Office in Carlsbad should
be informed of any pian within the county with the potential to affect any
federally listed species or their habitat in order to initiate formal

21 consultation as provided under the Endangered Species Act. A discussion of
each of these listed and proposed species, as listed in this DEIR, should be
included with a more thorough discussion of each species’ habitact.

Page II1I-108. Mammals. It is most accurate to state that "Agricultural areas

29 in the County provide foraging habitat for u
availability of water and flving insects. Agricultural pesticides. however .
Lgén_bavg a negative jmpact on bat populations,.

23::15& III-113. Replace wintering with migrant bird species.

Page III-119. If crayfish are indeed a sensitive species, please provide more
information!

brcocacmcen

25| Page II11-120. Correct name is Colorado Desert fringe-toed lizard.

24

Page III-123. It should be noted that the Pacific Flyway Management Plan
specifically mentions the crane roost located near Imperial and calls for the
26| roost's future protection. The Mesquite Lake SPA, City of Imperial
Annexation, and Imperial County Enterprise Zone may produce results which
could become conflicting with this Management Plan.

L




27

28

29

30

31

32

34

35

36

37

38

39

pocszzans

Page III-125. Agriculture/Pesticide Spraying. Your treatment of this topic
should include a discussion of impacts to other insectivorous wildlife

including birds and bats.

Page III-126. Roads and Transmission Lines. Your treatment of this topic
Ligould include a discussion of direct powerline mortality to birds.

r-i;;ge III-129. Off-Highway Vehicles. Your treatment of this topic should
include a discussion of direct impact by ORV’s on desert reptiles and other
wildlife through crushing and harassment, along with destruction of habitart.

[TTI-126. The USFWS has completed the Drainwater Study. Research currently

conducted includes levels of DDE (a DDT metabolite) and its effect on
piscivorous birds.

oo

-Ezge III-129. An extension of the Ocotillo Wells State Vehicle Recreation
Area into flat-tailed horned lizard habitat may require formal consultation
with the USFWS Enhancement Field Office in Carlsbad pending listing of this

spécies.

e

Page II1I-130. Include a discussion of the impacts of mining on the federally
threatened desert tortoise. Formal consultation with USFWS would be required
for any such activities in desert tortoise habitat. Also include a discussion
of possible effects of cyanide leaching ponds to migratory birds. and a
discussion of habitat destruction due to mining.

Y
R

Page III-130. Who will pay for a qualified biologist to design site-specific
mitigation measures? Include more of a discussion on how this process will be
implemented, and how the responsible agency (planning dept.) will enforce this
reconnaissance and report from a biologist.

Page I11-132. Revegetation with native species should be a concept for all
developments, mnot just those contiguous with undisturbed wildlife habirtat.
Neotropical migrants and resident nesting birds would all benefit from native

vegetation in residential areas.

Page I1I1-195. Include a discussion of the mining activities on visual
resources (i.e. Cargo Muchacho Mts., Mesquite Mine, etc.).

Page II1-200. It may be misleading to state abnormalities in wildlife have
not been detected since no studies to-date have been completed which studied
this aspect.

Page II1-203. Include a discussion of quantity of water discharged to
drainage systems as a result of urbanization with the resulting effect on

drains and the Salton Sea.

Page 11I1-204. Water conservation is generally accepted as a good idea.
However, in the case of the Salton Sea, decreased amounts of water inflow may
result in higher concentrations of salt and contaminants. If water
conservation is desired, implementation of graded water costs to private
L.__r_fsidences could be required.

Page IV-3. Include more discussion of the conversion of currently undeveloped
land here and elsewhere where appropriate in this document. “here is this




39

40

41

42

land located? Where is the land not owned by BLM? What is the land’'s current
LEEE? What wildlife species could be affected?

prmas.

Page V-6. A decrease in water run-off due to conversion of agricultural to
urban uses could result in increasing salt and contaminant concentrations in

water.

Page IX-8. If the majority of the land is BLM, who owns the remainder? Any
projects which would affect flat-tailed horned lizard habitat would require

Efrmal consultation with USFWS.

Page IX-24. Include a discussion of where the areas are where agricul ture
would be allowed as compared to the 1973 General Plan which maintained these

areas as Preservation.

Page D-4. Correct the scientific name spellings of antelope ground squirrel,
cactus mouse, mule deer, hispid cotton rat, Norway rat, and whitethroated
woodrat. The bird list is only partial. and should include many additional
species found in the county, including several species which frequent
Egricultural lands.

Page D-7. The reptile list should include those mentioned under comments for
page IILI-89.

e

45|Page D-8. See comments for page III-89.
L

I hope these comments are useful in the completion of your Draft. If vou have
any questions, or require further discussion, please contact me at (619) 348-

5278.

Sincerely,
Marca S Wadlde_

Marcia F. Radke
Wildlife Biologist
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United States Department of the Interior ]

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT » EREYRE
El Centro Resource Area e B
1661 South 4th Sueet (N REPLYREFER TO:
El Cenco, California 922434561

1791

March 18, 1993 (C-067.22)

Planning Department, Imperial County
Attn. Jurg Heuberger

939 Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243-2856

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Enclosed are comments compiled by my staff resource specialists, who reviewed
the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Imperial County General Plan
Update. Please consider the enclosed comments for preparation of the Final EIR.

We are available to meet with your planning staff to discuss our concerns with
you. Please contact Kerry Schwartz, of our office, to set up a time that wouid be
convenient for a meeting.

Thank you for your cooperation with this office.

Singgrely,

G. Ben Kgski
Area Manager

enclosures

SERGELY o

MAR 1 %1993
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COMMENTS ON THE IMPERIAL COUNTY
DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Both the Draft General Plan Update (DGP) and the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) need to
discuss the significant changes (¢.g., new laws, new species listed as sensitive, threatened or
endangered) that have occurred since the 1973 General Plan. Specitically, the Draft General Plan
Update and the EIR assume there have been no changes since the previous General Plan in 1973. For
example. the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) was passed in 1976 and directed
BLM to retain most of these lands. No longer would public lands be available for disposal for
agricultural use. Only those lands found not to be in the national interest for retention through the
Bureau's planning process can be disposed off. Even then. FLPMA established a series of tests that a
parcel must pass before it can be disposed off. Under these requirements, very few can be disposed
of for agricultural use. Both the DGP and the EIR treat public lands on East and West Mesa as

though they are prime farm land.

51

Page Comments
4715+ Para 3 The EIR should discuss the negative impacts to resources trom the

— proposed increase in county road right-of-way widths.

S-7 Para 7 The EIR should list the types of impacts that are expected trom hikers
48 and equestrian users. The magnitude of these impacts should be

{ - projected under each alternative.

S-7 Para 9 The EIR should discuss the negative impacts t0 natural resources trom
49 off-highway vehicle use. The magnitude of those impacts shouid be

— projected under each alternative.

S-7 Para 9 For consistency, the EIR and DGP should use the term "otf-highway
50 vehicle” instead of "off-road vehicle”. The State of California has

L adopted the former term to be used in the state.

S-9 Para 2 The discussion of mitigation measures should be expanded beyond the

costs of the proposed plan upon the County government. For
example, increased housing will cause more BLM managed lands to
be disturbed for new or expanded roads. New sand and gravel areas
will be required from public lands. Associated electrical and water
needs will require additional rights-of-ways across public lands. The
increase in the County’s population will cause increased recreation
uses and demands upon public lands. Federal law enforcement
activities by BLM Rangers to protect public lands would also increase.
The mitigation measures discussed would not have any etfect upon the

impacts to BLM managed lands.
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57 -8

59

60

61

[1I-16

1-17

I11-18

Para 2

Para 3

Para 9

Para 2

Para 3

Para 1

9

The mitigation measures should include how the impacts of proposed
recharge facilities upon tlat-tailed horned lizard habitat would be
mitigated.

The discussion is incorrect because most of the East Mesa area
consists of public lands which are not available for agricultural use.

The Superstition Mountains are not part of the parachute testing area.

San Felipe Townsite should be removed from the map because it is
not addressed in the EIR or the DGP. In addition, does the San
Felipe Townsite still exist south of San Sebastion Marsh? If itis on
public lands. the sensitive resources present would preclude the area
from being disposed of. R ,

The Housing Element should be addressed in the EIR. The DGP and
EIR have many sections that deal with housing. The impacts of the
Housing Element were analyzed in relation to the 1973 General Plan.
But the impacts of that element and of the DGP on the housing
element needs to be discussed in terms of cumulative impacts and
changes that have occurred since that element was adopted by the
Board of Supervisors.

For consistency in the EIR and DGP, "Imperial Sand Dunes” ork
"Algodones Sand Dunes” should be used instead of "Sand Hills".

The EIR should discuss the reduction ot agricultural designations that
are a result of the DGP and not the result of legislation passed since
1973. As discussed above, most of the East Mesa lands do not
qualev as aorxcultural lands.

The EIR should discuss the County of Imperial’s responsibility for
private lands where there is a checkerboard ownership pattern. The
BLM is responsible for managing only the public lands in these areas.
It is incorrect to imply that the California Desert Plan applies to the
private lands. Likewise. it is inaccurate to state "BLM, theretore, is
the principal enuty charged with the protection of natural resources
within these areas.” in regards to private lands.

The boundaries ot the military reservations in the county are incorrect.
Please contact our office for a copy of a map with the correct

“boundaries.

For consistency and accuracy, the EIR should use "Imperial Sand
Dunes” or Algodones Sand Dunes" instead of the "Glamis Sand
Dunes”. lee\wse "Osborne Scenic Overlook” should be used
instead of "Osborne Park”.

19



[II-54 Para 4

62

[1-69 Paras
63
64/|111-87 Para 3
65 [1I-87 Para 4

Figure 10
66

L.

Figure 11
67

sz

68| [11-108 Habitats

69

70

71

]

Figure 14

|

Socem.

s

Table 13

]

[II-113 Para 5

It is incorrect for the EIR or the DGP to claim a proposed 289,949
acre, or 452 square mile, reduction in lands designated for agriculture
in the East Mesa. Both documents are using the fact that most ot the
acreage is unfarmed public lands and the Federal Land Policy
Management Act of 1976 removed them trom consideration as
agricultural lands.

The EIR needs to evaluate and discuss the impacts of noise on
sensitive wildlite receptors. Neither here nor elsewhere is there much
evaluation of noise impacts upon wildlife and the definition ot
sensitive receptors used in the DGP specifically includes wildlife.

Change "...associated with fan palms..." to read "...associated with
palm oasis habitat.”

The EIR and the DGP should also note that natural California fan
palms are found in the Jacumba Mountains.

See attached map for change(s) in habitat boundaries. The text should
note who determined which areas are considered sensitive and which
are not.

See attached map(s) for change(s) in sensitive plant and unusual plant
assemblages boundaries. The following name changes should be made
to the unusual plant assemblages:

-Yuha Desert Crucifixion Thorn UPA

-Imperial Sand Dunes UPA

Somewhere in this section. reference should be made to figure ten for
a definition of a sensitive habitat.

The Colorado River Herd Management Area Plan should be listed as a
resource area. The narrative to follow should include the following:
The Wild Horse and Burro Act, passed by Congress in 1971, provides
the basis for the management of wild horses and burros by the Bureau
of Land Management. [t states that: "...the Secretary of the Interior
shall manage wild free-roaming horses and burros in a mannec that is
designed to achieve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance
on public lands.” The act also provides for the inventory, study, and
removal (if necessary) ot wild horses and burros.

Pholisma sonorae instead of Ammobroma sonorae.
Is it accurate that the surface of the Salton Sea National Wildlife

Refuge’s manageable acres of marsh habitat has shrunk from 35,000
acres in 1930 to 2,200 acres today due to flooding of the Salton Sea?
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I11-131 Para 2

bcnmces

I1I-138 Para 3

Sosacn
ad

{II-140 Para 2

b

el

[11-140 Para 5

bncaemon
e

[11-143 Para 1

B

[1I-147 Para 4

s

[1I-149 Para 5

mases

[11-166 Para 3

s,

[1I-170 Item g

oo

{I11-193 Para §

S

—
11I-194 Para 3

o
—

I11-196 Section J

Sty
—

I1I-216 Para 1

—

If this is incorrect, the paragraph should be rewritten for clarity and
accuracy.

Does CEQA treat mere consideration of the etfects of an action as
mitigation or does it require specific, substantive actions that can be
implemented? The EIR primarily calls for consideration ot the etfects
of proposed actions.

For internal consistency, the EIR and DGP should use "Mount Signal”
instead of "Signal Mountain" throughout both documents.

The EIR should use the precise term “geoglyphs” that has replaced the
older term of "intaglios”.

The EIR should point out that the West Mesa. East Mesa, Fish Creek
Mountains, and Superstition Mountains areas also contain sensitive
cultural resources.

The EIR should point out that an Act of Congress dedicated the Juan
Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail. The trail has been tormally
recognized to be of national signiticance.

The EIR and DGP need to consistently use the same element titles.
For example, “the Conservation and Open Space Element ot the 1973
General Plan” is used here, but "the Conservation Element” of the
1973 General Plan is used on p. IlI-144, paragraphs 4 and 3.

The EIR should use "emergency medical services” instead of
"emergency services”.

The EIR should note that BLM provides parking pads, pit toilets. and
trash dumpsters along Grays Well Road at the Buttercup Camping
Area, the Midway Camping Area, and adjacent to the Plank Road.

The EIR should discuss the impacts of sewage treatment in rural
residential areas and in recreation/open space ares.

The California Highway Commission was responsible the construction
and maintenance of the Plank Road. It is inaccurate to imply that they
took over responsibility for the road after it was constructed.

Is "El Picacho" really Picacho Peak? If yes. the formation is located
on public lands and is not in the Picacho State Recreation Area.

Non-point source pollution should be addressed in this section.

The EIR needs to quantity the effects of grading upon the removal of
natural habitat and vegetation.

4
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86

87

88

90

91

92

1

1-220 Para 3

Para 4

Figure 25

Para 5

Para 5

Para 3

Item C

The paragraph needs to be clarified. If in 1907 the Salton Sea was
195 feet below mean sea level and in 1925 was 250 feet below mean
sea level, how come 226 below mean sea level in 1984 was the
highest level of the Salton Sea? Isn’t -195 feet higher than -226 feet?

The increase in agricultural area is not viable because most of the area
for expansion consists of public lands and active military target areas.

The EIR considers the size of military target areas as much smaller
than their actual size. It is also unrealistic to expect parts of the
existing target areas to be converted to agriculwural lands.

A discussion of the impacts to the flat-tailed horned lizard populations
and habitat losses from increasing the producing agricultural lands is
needed. One of four flat-tailed horned lizard habitats in California
would probably be eliminated by this proposal if it were not for being
in Federal ownership.

The proposed designation of public lands for agricultural use would be
in direct contlict with the Bureau's California Desert Conservation
Area Plan because public lands are not available for agricultural
disposals.

The EIR needs to complete the sentence by stating what "virtually”
refers to.

The EIR needs to discuss what the cumulative impacts would be if the
1973 General Plan would continue to be implemented. The analysis
should view the impacts from a 1993 perspective. Compliance with
the laws in place today (e.g., FLPMA), new sensitive and endangered
species designations and regulations, and other changes since 1973
would produce different impacts than were found in 1973.

The scale on all of the maps included in this document makes it
ditfucult to read them. -
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5tats of California Business, Iransportucion and Housing

Agenay
Memorandum
fa: STATE CLEARINGHOUSE vate : March 8, 1993

ile: 11-IMP-VAR

13

T.Loftus

Trom: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
pistricot 11 2lanning

3unject:

itrans District 11 comments on the DEIR are as follows:

ca
e Traffic/Circulation - We are interested in project-specific and
93 cumulative traffic impacts at existing and fucure State highways.
The calculation of those imgacts should be -based on 20-vear
traffic forecasts.
o LOS(Level aof Sexrvice)l - The County of Imperial can mitigace LOS
94 impacts at State highways through Local/State Partnerships and

development impact fees (fair share).

SR-98 {releccated) - Our agency will consider the
95 reiccate SR-98 chrough the City of Calexico usi
if the c:ty upgrades that rcad.

- i

—
gsl SR-7 (varin axhihirg! - Why is State Route 7 shown as a curved
alignmentc?
. -111 - The proposed easterly extension of the City cf Brawley
o7 airport will probably necessitate an easterly realignment of
existing State Route 111.
B SR-78 - Preliminary studies are to be undertaken £or the 3tate

Route 78 by-pass of the City of Brawley. The possible relocation
98 0f Stacte Rcute 78 to north of that city shculd be discussed in the

Circulation Element.

-l

99 Eas rder Cr i - The various discussions of this facility
snculd include proposed State Route 7.
—
100] * Traffic Analvsis - Tables 3 and 4, add State Route 7 (proposed).
K as ra i (r=gional travel services) - The County

£ Imperial should add a statement in the General Plan requiring
developers to dedicate right cf way needed for State highway
;101 improvenerits when the subdivision or develcpment of property
‘ adjacent to or straddling an existing or future State nighway 1is
proposed.




State Clearinghouse
March 8, 1593
Page Two

Calrtrans will continue to coordinate with the County of Imperial on
the route adoption of a specific alignment for State Route 7 which may
not exactly match that shown in the subject DEIR for the Ceneral Plan
Update. Our contact person is Mark Parra, Project Manager, Project
Development Branch "B", {(6i9) 688-6352.

— 7

BILL DILLCN, Chief
Planning Studies Branch




STATE OF CALIFORNIA Pete Wilson, Governor

— e —— o e — —

CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD

8800 Cal Center Drive
Sa~—mento, California 95826

February 25, 1993 %ﬁ,
& ,'%
é:i§;5~

"~N

=i
Mr. Tom Loftus MAR 0 ”
State Clearinghouse iMpe EEG
1400 Tenth Street Sy ~ cRIAL
Sacramento, CA 95814 Ling T, CCup, .,
/ Sﬁfcgza
A

Mr. Jurg Hueberger

Imperial County Planning Department
940 West Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243-2875

Subject: SCH #93011023, DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR)
FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY GENERAL PLAN (PLAN)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project consist of the adoption of a General Plan
Update for development of the County of Imperial. The proposed
Plan Update will replace the existing General Plan, originally
prepared in 1973, to more effectively and comprehensively plan
for the long-term physical development of the County. The Plan
Update includes the following mandatory Elements: Land Use,
Housing, Circulation and Scenic Highways, Conservation and Open
Space, Seismic and Public Safety, and Noise.

California Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) staff has
reviewed the DEIR for the document cited above and offer the
following comments:

I - GENERAL COMMENT

Board staff will only address those portions of the subject
document relating to solid waste generation and disposal,
pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act [CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15205(c)].

Board staff request that the final EIR include the following
information:

II - Pages S-2, S-3. County-operated landfills will be
designated as Special Purpose Facilities in the Plan. The intent
of this designation for such proposed or existing facilities is
to protect them from encroachment by development or incompatible
102| land uses.

Board staff support this approach and commend the County
planners for addressing the need to protect landfill sites
from encroaching development and incompatible land uses.




103

/

DEIR, Imperial County General Plan
Page 2 of 2

rosoney

III - Pages III-4, III-9, IXII-150, III-169. Implementation of
the Plan will result in new residential, commercial and
industrial development, thus the generation of additional solid
waste. Landfill sites on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land
(six sites) and Quechan Indian land can be closed on short
notice; BLM has requested that the existing landfills in Imperial
County on BLM land be closed. Two large scale, privately-owned
landfill projects are proposed for Imperial County (Mesquite
Regional Landfill and Chocolate Mountain Regional Landfill.

Current landfill capacities are estimated to be sufficient
until the year 2005 (page 3-8). The life of the landfill
could be extended by development of waste diversion programs
(source reduction, recycling and composting) for Imperial
County. Staff request waste diversion programs be addressed
in the final EIR.

v

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the subject project.
If you have any questions regarding these comments, please call
Michael Keffer of the Board's Waste Generation Analysis and
Environmental Review Branch at (916) 255-2328.

Sincerely,

%

Lorraine Van Kekerix/ Manager
Waste Generation Analysis & Environmental Review Branch



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY PETE WILSON, Governor

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

COLORADO RIVER BASINe REGION7
73-720 FRED WARING DR., SUITE 100

P~ "4 DESERT, CA 92260

| 1 (619) 346-7491

FAX (619) 3416820

FEB 2 5 1393 ﬁ'””@"i

B
VAR 01 1993
» MEER; |
County of Imperial Planning Department Q,U!'Lg:-&m\i CCUN}’
940 West Main Street ING INSP Tl 4
EL Centro, CA 92243-2875 ON

Attn: Jurg Hueberger, Planning Director

RE: DEIR for the Imperial County Ceneral Plan

We have reviewed the County of Imperial General Plan DEIR that we received from
you on January 25, 1993 and have the following comments:

e

This document is incomplete in that the potential impacts to ground water from
the implementation of the General Plan are not discussed or evaluated. Section
S-II discussing the environmental impacts to water quality states that the
development of new residential, commercial, and industrial uses would result in
. minimal impact to water quality. No estimates of the projected discharges from
V4| the above mentioned sources are provided to justify this claim. Estimates should
include any expected changes in the volume and quality of discharges in each
category examined (Agricultural, Urban, Industrial), the expected amount of
increase in pollutants associated with these discharges and whether there are any
new pollutants expected as a result of the implementation of this plan.

-

Impacts to water quality from storm water discharges are not discussed. This
discussion should include impacts to surface water and ground water from the
expected levels of nitrates, organics, metals, and TDS as well as any mitigation
measures necessary to ensure that these impacts will be brought to less than
significant levels. Until these sources and potential sources are fully examined
it is not possible to determine the impact to water quality. The following
comments concern the ability of the mitigation measures prasented in section S-1I
105]| to deal with impacts to water quality. Mitigation measures 1-3 will not
necessarily improve water quality conditions for the Imperial County drainage and
the Salton Sea. The implementation of conservation measures may increase cthe
salinity levels in the Salton Sea and agricultural drainage ways. The re-use of
treated waste water may increase nitrate and TDS levels in ground water and
surface water drainage. Mitigation measures should be included to deal with
landfills located near the New River in order to minimize the impacts of
Liontaminanc leaching.

In the discussion of water quality on page 125 of section III, it is stated that
106 the fish in the Salton Sea average 10 ppm of Selenium.  Our data indicates the
level 'is closer to 3-4 ppm of Selenium.

bersees




Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
County of Imperial Planning Department

Page 2

If you have any questions regarding this matter please contact Cary Anderson
(619) 776-8945.

L
CARY ANDERSON '
Environmnental Specialist II

CA/ci

File: ER IIMP 1.0



TATE OF CAUFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY . W

~OLORADO RIVER BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

.- B . 00

7: \ﬁ:o:: A;I‘ENUE‘ o;;mt 1 MAR 1 81993
$18) 5434676

118 5434685 FAX - IMPERIAL COUNTY

BUILDING INSPECTION
March 16, 1993

Imperial County Planning Department
County Administrative Offices

940 West Main Street

El Centro, California 92243-2875

Attn.: Jurg Hueberger

Re: Response to the Draft Environmental Impact Report
for the County of Imperial General Plan

The Colorado River Board of california (Board)
appreciates being provided an opportunity to comment on the
subject draft report. The Board has the following general
comments on the Land Use, public Service/safety, and Flood
Control/Hydrology elements of the proposed General Plan as
well as the following specific comments.

The Board is responsible for protecting the State of
california's rights and interests in the water resources of
"the Colorado River. With respect to the proposed changes in
the Land Use Element, the Board seeks to ensure that any
project which relies upon Colorado River -water acts in a
107 manner consistent with policies governing the river. Under
the collective "Law of the River" all users of Colorado River
water, including those with a present perfected right, must
have a water service contract with the Secretary of the
Interior (Secretary). In addition to water being diverted
"directly from the river, water being drawn from the mainstream
‘ by underground pumping is considered to be Colorado River
108| water under the 1964 Supreme Court Decree in Arizona V.
Lfa;iﬁornia, and thus requires a contract with the Secretary.

— Historically, California's use of Colorado River water
has exceeded its basic annual apportionment of 4.4 (maf) per
year. As Arizona and Nevada approach full utilization of

their annual apportionments' it is unlikely that California
109 will be permitted continued use in excess of its basic

apportionment except when surplus or excess water is
available. Wwhen California is cut back, those entities
without a contract and those with a contract entitlement with
a priority outside of the State's basic apportionment will be
Lserminated.







—

110

Mr. Jurg Hueberger
March 16, 1993
Page 2

Non-agricultural water users along the river without
contractual water rights or with insufficient rights to meet
their present or future needs, may have an opportunity to
receilve an exchange water supply under the Lower Colorado
Water Supply Project (Project). Now under construction, the
Project consists of a well field along the All-American Canal
in Imperial County where groundwater would be withdrawn and
discharged into the All-American Canal in exchange for the
rights to consumptively use an equivalent amount of water from
the Colorado River, up to a maximum of 10,000 acre-feet per
year. Exchange water from this Project is not available for
agricultural uses. The Board is of the opinion that the

111

Public Service/Safety Element may serve as a valuable vehicle

to alert those using Colorado River water without a contract
or whose contract entitlement is insufficient and may be
eligible to participate in the Project.

A

112

113

114

115

r—-‘

With respect to the groundwater and well water sections
of the Flood trol dro eme the Board stresses
that the Supreme Court has set forth that "Consumptive use
from the mainstream within a state shall include all
consumptive uses of water within the mainstream, including
water drawn from the mainstream by underground pumping...".
This element of the plan should state that any such withdrawal
is considered to be pumping mainstream water and requires a
contract with the Secretary.

s

Specific comments and suggestions are as follows:

Sec. III, pg. 160 - The second paragraph under
"Winterhaven Water District" should be modified to
read "Winterhaven has obtained rights for the use
of Colorado River water based on a present
perfected right obtained under the 1979
Supplemental Decree in Arizona v. California with a
priority date of 1856. The right was based on an
original irrigation use on 130 acres of land. The
water -is presently used for both irrigation and
municipal supplies."

i

Sec. III, pg. 196 - The first sentence in the third
paragraph under "Water Quality"” should be corrected
to reflect that the Colorado River provides water
- to 18 million people and the fourth paragraph
should reflect that the dissolved salts cost
California water users an estimated $290 million in
annual damages.




Mr. Jurg Hueberger
March 16, 1993

Page 3

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

—

Sec. III, pg. 199 - The seventh sentence under
"Salton Sea" should be corrected to reflect that

the total dissolved solids increases by
approximately 550 mg/L per year.
rgéc. III, pg. 200 - The total dissolved solids

| value for 4/27/90 should be verified.

Fgec. IIT, pg. 219 - The second sentence in the
first paragraph under "“Surface Waters" should be
corrected to read Blythe, California. The final
sentence should read %YFinal diversions are mnade
from the All-American Canal for use in the Yuma,
| Imperial and Coachella Valleys."

r_;ec. III, pg. 220 - With respect to the third
paragraph under "Groundwater", it is the Board's
opinion that only a small portion, if any, of the
400,000 acre-feet of annual groundwater recharge
contributes to the groundwater reservoir underlying

Imperial Valley. Most of the recharge is to
shallow aquifers which is lost to the extensive
‘drainage system in the Valley. Reference to the
source of the 1.1 - 3 billion acre-feet should be
| cited. The quality of water in the deep-water
reservoir is probably not suitable for all
beneficial uses as implied in the reference that
20% of the water in storage is recoverable.

Sec. III, pg. 221 - The sixth sentence of the
second paragraph under "Well Water" should be
corrected to read "The 1lining of the Coachella
Canal has reduced water loss due to seepage, but
has not affected the wells in the area." An
additional sentence may be added to reflect the
current consideration of plans to line a portion of
the All-American Canal and a portion of the

remaining unlined-Coachella Canal.

[Sec. III, pg. 222 - Under the "Flooding" heading,
the Board suggests adding the following paragraph -
"The Colorado River Floodway Protection Act, Public
Law 99-450, provided for the establishment of a
federally-declared Floodway along the Colorado
River from Davis Dam to the Southerly International
Boundary between the United States and the Republic
of Mexico. It is to accommodate either a one-in-
one hundred year river flow consisting of




Mr. Jurg Hueberger
March 16, 1993
Page 4

controlled releases and tributary inflow, or a flow
of forty thousand cubic feet per second, whichever
is greater. The forty thousand cubic feet per
second flow corresponds to the long-standing target
123 maximum flood control release objective of Hoover

Dam which was established with the closure of the
dam in 1935. The one-in-one hundred year frequency
flow is the standard level of protection that has
been adopted in the administration of the National
Flood Insurance Act."

vy

The Board again wishes to thank the County of Imperial
for the opportunity to comment on this draft plan and should
the County have any questions or comments please contact me at
the above address and telephone number. ‘

Sincerely,

m

Executive Director
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QUNTY
Mr. Jurg Heuberger, Director \MPE“}f‘L)SppmM&N‘
Imperial County Planning Department PLANNIN
Courthouse

El Centro, CA 92243

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Imperial
County General Plan Update

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the above mentioned
document. The document contained a substantial amount of material.
Although an effort was made to be as thorough as possible, this

124 office may have overlooked something. Therefore, we reserve the
right to add to our comments. Additionally, maps and other
supporting documents were not included in the report.

The following is a compilation of the Public Works Department
staff’s comments on the Environmental Impact Report prepared in
conjunction with the General Plan update.

—
1. on Page S$S-12, please provide additional information on

125 specific locations subject to landslides, the existing

statement is too broad. In addition, please provide

e source used to identify the landslide areas.

—

2. On Page S-13, it is stated that a drainage study should
be conducted by a "registered hydraulic engineer". To

126 our knowledge, no such title exists. Please be advised

that the work should be performed by a registered civil

engineer experienced in performing drainage studies.

11

3. On Page II-9, "Urban Areas", there should be a
distinction that the "Urban Areas' of Holtville,
Imperial, Westmorland, Heber, Niland, Seeley and West

127 Shores/Salton City are not recognized by the Federal

government as "Federal Aid Urban" for road funding.

Additionally, the term "Urban Area" is not consistent

with the definition of "Urban" per Federal standards.

{1

4. On Page II-10, “Circulation and Scenic Highways
128 Element®, there is no mention of public transit. It is
felt that there should be a discussion of the available

services.
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129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

L

@1l

Oon Page III-14, "Special Purpose Facility", please be
advised that there are other operators of landfills in
the County besides the County. It is suggested that
these operators also be mentioned in the documents.

on Page III-60, "Public Transportation", the information
provided in this section is not sufficient. It should be
expanded to include the same information and maps found
in the January 21, 1993 Willdan report. Information
regarding fares and private contract bus line operator
should be eliminated as they are too specific.

on Page III-65, Table 8, the minimum width cross
sections should be 40‘ for the roadbed and 60’ for the
right-of-way.

on Page III-150, "Solid Waste", the Department of Public
Works views the alternate 1landfill site, in the
Bard/Winterhaven area on Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
property, as a viable option only if BLM will transfer
the property to the County.

on Page III-150, "Solid Waste", to our knowledge, there
are no County requirements for the proposed Mesquite or
the proposed Chocolate Mountain Landfills to accommodate
local solid waste.

Oon Page III-150, "Solid Waste", this office has recently
met with the BLM and discussed the transfer of ownership
of the BLM property to the County. BLM responded
favorably and agreed to initiate the transfer of
ownership of BLM property, which had been leased to the
County for solid waste sites.

Oon Page III-151, Figure 18, rather than lumping all
landfills into one category, they should be identified
separately on the map according to classification.

on Page ITI-169, "Solid Waste", there is no
documentation to support the statement that some County
landfills, due to proximity to New River or on BLM lands,
may not continue to be available to the County due to
environmental concerns.

surveyor\ improve\genlplan
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13. oOn Page III-215, "Grading", it is stated that grading
should be minimized to reduce or avoid import or export

138 of soil. Please be advised these grading operations

may be necessary to protect properties from flooding.

1

14. on Page ITII-220, "Surface Waters", it is suggested that
the Imperial Irrigation District (IID) be consulted due

139 to the recent policy decision of the IID to act as the

Flood Control Agency for the area within their boundary.

Il

15. oOn Page III-225, "Surface Drainage and Erosion Control",

140 please refer to Comment #2 of this correspondence, as it

141

is applicable here ‘as well. Additionally, the last
statement that the study can be waived should not even be
included in the text.

1]

16. Please be advised that Appendix C, "Traffic Report For

142 Imperial County", is not the most current. It is

believed that Willdan has prepared a document dated

— January 21, 1993.

It became painfully apparent upon reviewing the document that many
references, figures and maps had not been updated or not even

143|included in the report. It is suggested that the document is

carefully reviewed prior to finalizing to ensure the highest level
of accuracy.

B

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
this office. Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment
on this project.

Sincerely yours,
S. HARRY ORFANOS
Director of Public Works

by 7/\%"& ?/cmmaa\,

Frank Fiorenza
Assistant County Engineer

sp

surveyor\improve\genlplan
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OPERATING HEADQUARTERS ¢ P O BOX 937 ¢ IMPERIAL. CALIFORNIA 922851

AGM
March 22, 1993 ‘g

A ‘r?a\g"‘
Mr. Jurg Heuberger ) ﬁ%j:g} qs
Planning Director Y = 2 A% _
County of Imperial Q®8~ Q§§‘
939 Main Street \ \’C,O &C‘\
El Centro, CA 92243-2856 SR 1 F

._\‘ < $6
Dear Mr. Heuberger: &yéy

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Imperial
County General Plan

This is in response to your letter of January 20, 1993 requesting
written comments. Our understanding is that the comment period has
been extended to March 22, 1993 (60-days).

Perhaps, there should be a reference in the document regarding IID
(Imperial Irrigation District) authority. Our letter of September
21, 1992 suggested, "The IID is a responsible agency as defined
under 14 CCR Section 15381 and possesses jurisdiction by law under
14 CCR Section 15366 (a) (3) which entitles it to exercise
authority over resources which may be affected by the project."®

[on page III-48 and following, the environmental impacts on
agriculture as a result of the proposed plan are discussed. In the
first paragraph on page III-49, it is stated, "These 28,000 acres
represent about 5% of the 560,000 acres currently under production
in the County." Apparently, the reference is to harvested acreage
as stated in Table 5 on page III-30. IID farmed acreages for the
years 1987 - 1991 are 455,718, 460,965, 463,923, 468,828, and
468,451 respectively. Using IID farmed acreage will increase the
percentage reduction of Important Farmland to 6%, based on the 1991
acreage. Other references to harvested acres should also be

corrected.



Letter to Jurg Heuberger -2~ March 22, 1993

gexnony

Reference should be made in the document regarding the impacts to
IID of the Important Farmland acreage reduction on:

° Water Revenues
146 y Drainage and Water Conveyance Facilities
° Storm Runoff and Flood Control

These impacts will most likely result in increased costs and water
rates to urban users to assure a long-term balanced financial
support for the IID water conveyance and drainage infrastructure.
S

G; second very important section of the plan is the circulation
element. Reference must be included in the mitigation measures
section on page III-66 to the requirement for highway and road
plans to be coordinated with the District to assure efficient

147 compatibility with current and future water and power plans. You

recall a meeting that was held which included County staff, Brian
F. Mooney Associates, and IID water and power department staff on
b_Ehis important issue.

Specific comments on sections of the report are enclosed as

148_§ttachment HAM, Thank you for the opportunity to provide these

comments. Please contact this office at 339-9477 if there is a
need for additional information.

Sincerely,

LA

CHARLES L. SHREVES
General Manager

ATTACHMENT
general2.pln
RAM:djb



IMPERIAL COUNTY GENERAL PLAN
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

P

Attachment "AY

Specific supplemental comments to the IID letter of March 22, 1993 are as

fol

lows:

Page/Paragraph

S-7

S=1

S-1

ITI-

ITI-

III-

III-

ITI-153 Last Par:I

I~

Par. 2

1 Par. 1
1 Par. 4
31 Fig. 5

45 Par. S

5% Par. 3

126 Par. 3

7154 Top Par.

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

56

157

Comment

It should be clarified that "...other toxic compounds;
organochlorine pestLCLdes and herbicides; municipal waste
dlscharges, erosion and siltation; and bacteria levels."
are found in surface drainage water, not all waterways
lwithin the County.

Discharge of total petroleum hydrocarbons (stormwater
| discharge) will increase.

o

In the third line, replace the word "ditches" with the
word "“drains"“.

ey

The Brock Research Center should be included on the map
as agricultural land.

prosecs.

The mitigation section for the agricultural element
should reference the requirement for communities/
developers to fund pipeline/canal/drain modifications to
accommodate urban developments.

(Also on page S$-3, paragraph 3.) %1tigation for the loss
of Important Farmland is defined as locating and securing
replacement Important Farmland. Recognition should be
given to the fact that urban land water use is one to
three AF/AC, whereas water use on agrlcultural land 1in
the Imperial Valley averages five to six AF/AC.
Significant cost could be associated with serving/
developing new lands and providing new water through
conservation or other measures to meet any 1increased
water demand. Furthermore, loss of revenue with this
change in water use per acre must be mitigated.
Reference is made to a 1980 Bureau of Land Management
estimate of a three-fold increase in electrical power
transmission facilities across the California desert by
the year 2000. A two-fold increase would be a more
reasonable estimate at this time.

With the repowering at the steam plant, the capacity will
be 260 megawatts rather than 180 megawatts.

Add at the end of the paragraph, "In 1991, the IID
authorized the asset purchase of 104 megawatts from the
San Juan Generating Station (coal fired) in New Mexico".

.



Imperial County General Plan )
draft EIR Comments Attachment -2 March 17, 1997

Page/Paragraph

ITT-154 Par.

IITI-156 Par.

IIT-156 Par.

ITI-156 Par.

ITTI-170 Par.

III-196 Par.

ITI-197 Par.

ITI-197 Par.

III-204 Second

III-219 Par.

ITII-220 Par.

1

6

2

168

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

Comment

Add to the end of the paragraph, "In 1992, the IID
initiated permitting for a 500-kV transmission line from
the Palo Verde switchyard (Arizona) to the IID service
area extending north to the Southern California Edison

Devers Substation.

poseneno.

Revise the fourth 1line to read, "...that receive
irrigation water from the IID for subsequent domestic and
drinking water treatment are:...".

[The first line should read, "IID also supplies irrigation
water to approximately 3,800 persons living in rural
areas...".

(Seventh 1line) Delete New Briar and revise to read,
" _ _ _ from these three main canals and from the lateral
canals...™.

Revise to read, "...reliance on the existing canal system
may have significant adverse health impacts".

—

The fresh waters generally have a total dissolved solids
concentration ranging from 600 ppm to 1,000 ppm.

boncey

(Sixth line) Should read, "The water flowing in these
canals is used by people in rural locations for a variety
of domestic purposes...".

bravc

[Canal water is normally filtered by a gravel filter in
the rural water user's water cistern. In some cases the
rural water is also disinfected by various means. The
seventh line should be revised to read, "...the EPA found
that some of the canals were contaminated with coliform

bacteria®.

(Also page S-11, second °) Encouraging farmers to use
irrigation methods that conserve water is listed as a
mitigation measure in the water quality section.
Irrigation measures that conserve water, in most
instances, result in poorer quality drainage water, not
| improved water quality.

[The capacity of outfall structures (tailwater structures)
ranges from one to six cfs depending on the hydraulic
conditions at the site.

Drainage from the Coachella Valley should also be

included as drainage to the Salton Sea.

Baesze



Imperial County General Plan
I 1ft EIR Comments Attachment -3- March 17, 1993

Page/Paragraph

ITTI-221 Par.

ITT-221 Par.

7-1 Par.

9-7 Par.

3

3

3

2

169

170

171

172

Comment

Surface elevations of the Salton Sea fluctuate each year,
depending on the rate of evaporation and precipitation,
and runoff from Mexico, Imperial Valley, Coachella
|Valley, and the surrounding watershed.

The last sentence should read, "The 1lining of the
Coachella Branch of the All American Canal has reduced
water losses due to seepage, but has not affected the
(wells in these areas".

Reference needs to be added that entities will be
required to provide the necessary water treatment
| facilities and sewer hookups to new developments.

'?Also S-14, paragraph 2) If additional agricultural land
were to become new irrigated land, and increases the
total irrigated acreage and/or the total water demand,

additional water supplies would be required.

Buermaces
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METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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March 22, 1993

Mr. Jurg Heuberger
Planning Director
Planning/Building Department
County of Imperiall
939 Main Street
El Centro, Califdrnia 92243

Dear Mr. Heuberg

Comments on the County of Imperial

Metropollitan has reviewed the Draft Environmental
Impact Report for] the County of Imperial General Plan. The
enclosed comments| represent Metropoalitan's response as a
potentially affected public agency.

We appr
your planning pr
please contact m

iate the opportunity to provide input to
ess. If we can be of further assistance,
at (213) 217-6272.

Very truly yours,

Kathleen M. Kunysz
Manager, Environmental Affairs

FZK:bvf
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173

174

175

176

177

Metropoli
General Pla

P.3719

Enclosure 1

tan's Comments on the County of Imperial

3

1. The fix
Recreational/Opé
of the groundwat
recovery of said
utilizing Colord
Reclamation (Red
recharging surpl
Mesa through th¢g
be recovered by
in years of need
implementation d

2. The fou
Tamarack Canyon
lakes. From th
is unclear what
the lakes. It
Irrigation Dist
contract with t
reasonably requ

e

3. Under ‘!
replace "Palo V
Replace "2.6 mi
to morxe accurat
diversion from
ghould be made
III-219.

4. Since
salinity load w
of drainage wat
amount of salt
drainage water
to the sediment
enters the food
higher trophic 1
page III-47, thi
solids (TDS) co
increase, the s
remained steady

by
]

5. From Fi
unclear whether

Please clarify.

il11 continue to rise.

as flat-tajiled horned lizard habitat.
page III-107 indicates they do exist in the sand dunes.

's Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

st paragraph, page III-13, states that the
n Space category of land use includes recharge
er basin but does not specifically mention the
water. As a way of more efficiently
do River resources, the U.S. Bureau of
lamation) is studying the feasibility of
us flows of the Colorado River in the East

old Coachella Canal. Recharged water could
wells and discharged into the Coachella Canal
. The EIR should recognize the potential

f this project.

rth paragraph, page III-24, states that the

Specific Plan Area includes constructing
description provided in the draft EIR, it
the source of the water would be for filling

hould be noted in the EIR that Imperial
ict's (IID) Colorado River water delivery

e Secretary of the Interior limits use as

ilred for potable and irrigation purposes.

Water Resources" third paragraph, page III-40,
rde Weir" with "Palo Verde Diversion Dam".
lion acre-feet" with "2.9 million acre-feet"
ly reflect IID's historical average net

@ Colorado River for 1986-1991. This change
roughout the EIR such as on pages III-156 and

@ Salton Sea is in a closed basin, the

Even if the quality

r improves there will still be a substantial
oading to the Sea. Selenium carried by the
nters the Salton Sea where it precipitates

. It is from these sediments that selenium
chain leading to biloaccummulation in the
evels. It should be noted in the EIR,

rd paragraph, that while the total dissolved
entration of the Salton Sea has continued to
lenium concentration in the water column has
at 1 part per billion (ppb).

gures 12 and 13, pages III-109, III-111, it is
the areas designated as "Mountains" also sexve
The second paragraph on
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178

179

180

181

182

6. The thi
agricultural rel
spaeclalized comn
should be noted
Pilot Knob to Dx
the Coachella Ca
be lined with fu

P.4s19

raph, page III-113, indicates

ated canals of Imperial Valley have highly
unities that will require protection. It
in the EIR that the All American Canal from
op 3 and the remaining unlined portions of
nal within Imperial County are proposed to
nding provided by a California Contractor

rd parag

holding a Colora
Secretary of th
the environment
outline appropr
and/or compensa
impacted by the
that the All Am
Impact Statemen
be released to

Lining Project

Rlso, the curre
be corrected fr
same page, to 2

7. Under
used, page III-
definition is di
many acronyns,
by including a 1
L_a_ppendlx.

8. Mitigat
sites and distuy
of the Imperial
an area that wou
should be specif
that only nativeg
intervention and
Imperial County
year, it is diff
planting should
have water avail
groundwater resg
revegetation red
consider the ava
| of the vagetatiﬁ

9. Revise
"Palo Verde Cour

the first paragy

ooy

do River water delivery contract with the
Interior. Reclamation is currently preparing
1 documentation for these two projects which

ilate mitigation measures to maintain, replace,

e for existing wildlife resources that may be
two lining projects. Reclamation estimates
rican Canal Lining Project Final Environmental
/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) will

he public in July 1993 and the Coachella Canal
raft EIS/EIR will be released in April 1993.

t surface elevation of the Salton Sea should
m 277 feet, as cited in paragraph 5 on the

7 feet.

ff-highway vehicles, the acronym "CPS" is

29, but the meaning is not clear and the
fficult to locate. Since the document uses

he reader's understanding wculd be facilitated
ist of acronyms with their definitions in an

{on measures outlining revegetation of graded
bed lands must take into account the climate
valley. It may be unreasonable to revegetate
1d require long-term irrigation. The EIR

ic, pages III-132 and III-133, in noting
plants should be used such that minimal
maintenance would be required. Considering
averages less than three inches of rain per
jcult to imagine a "rainy season" during which
occur. Many lands in Imperial County do not
able for such revegetation efforts, and some
urces may be of inadequate quality. Any

nirement ordered by Imperial County must

ilability of water and the sustainability
n in the arid climate. :

wpalo Verde County Irrigation District" to
ty Water District" in the second sentence of
aph on page III-155.
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183

184

185

186

187
188

189

b

Tt is unclear fxom the EIR what other contract is being

ooty
e

10. Revise
of the second pa
accordance with

L 4

(¢

-he discussion following the first sentence
ragraph on page III-155 to state: "In
he Colorado River compact of 1922, the Upper

and Lower Basin Btates are each apportioned the exclusive

beneficial consu

Colorado River S
addition, an opt
the use of an ad
beneficial consu
Act limits calif
the Lower Basin'
not more than on
unapportioned by
accurately refle
cited.

g

11. Revise
"By treaty signe
1.5 MAF of Colo
Compact anticipa
Colorado River
such water shall
by the Colorado

ghould be insufflicient,

equally by the
extraordinary drx
flow conditions,
same proportion
This more accura
documents cited.

12. In the
page II1I-155, reg
sentence, insert
other" as well &
reader that Colg
discussion. ReV
1931 Seven Party
Supreme Court de¢
which is claimed
in the californi
deals with othexn
1931 Seven Party

13. . Prior ¢
Agreement” on p3

nptive use of 7.5 million acre-feet (MAF) of

ystem water each year, in perpetuity. 1In

on is granted to the Lower Basin States for
itional 1.0 MAF of such waters each year for

ptive use. The 1929 california Limitation
rnia's annual consumptive use to 4.4 MAF of
7.5 MAF per year basic apportionment, plus
-half of any excess or surplus water

the Colorado River Compact." This more

ts the language contained in the documents

page III-155 to state:
on February 3, 1944, Mexico is entitled to
do River water each year. The Colorado River
ed the recognition of Mexico's rights to

ter by the United States and specified that
be first supplied from waters unapportioned
iver Compact. If unapportioned amounts

any shortfall shall be borne

per and Lower Basin states. In years of
bught or other disaster causing extreme low
Mexico's entitlement would be reduced in the
as consumptive uses in the United States."
tely reflects the language contained in the

he third paragraph on

first sentence of the fourth paragraph,

vise "Element" to "Plant" . In the second
wcolorado River" following vpistrict and

s before "water annually" to clarify for the

rado River water was the subject of the

ise the order of discussion such that the
Agreement is mentioned before the 1964 U.S.

cree. Also, the last line refers to Figure 19
to show the apportionment priorities outlined
a Seven Party Agreement. However, Figure 19
subject matter. Enclosure 2 is a copy of the
Agreement showing the priorities.

o the phrase "California Seven Party
ge III-156, insert ngxecution of the''.

referenced in tHe first sentence of the third paragraph.

14.

on page

III-156 in paragraph 5, please state the

specific tasks vyhich IID is to undertake to satisfy the
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189

190

191

December 22,

]

15. Delete
statements made

decision in Ari

199
Administrative @

paragraph on pag

under state law.

RCES Liiviziud

2 Environmental Protection Agency
rder and the schedule for compliance.

the second and third sentences of the fourth

e III-159. Metropolitan disagrees with the

that IID can transfer Colorado River water
Article 1 of the United States Supreme Court

ona v. California dated June 3, 1963 states

that "It is the

water among the

contracts,

other user of w
to authorize th

accordance with

June 3,

100-675,
beneficial cons
available to th
Party Agreement
Agreement agree
reached.

Water"

made by the Secxy
of prior appropx

the users within
is ng
follow state lau
water delivery g
California Seven
River water unde
Irrigation Distn
Ccanal in Imperia
of the subsequen
Arizona v. Calif
among other Colad
purporting to au
mainstream the g
by the United St
provided further

diversion of whi
Sstates for its p

It is a
Colorado River w
cannot unilateral
or surplus water.

Project Act, the
States Supreme C
1963 and
with the Secreta
Colorad

i
They 1

Decembe
of a Wa

(Boulder Canyon Project) Act and the contracts
etary of the Interior under § 5, not the law
iation, that controls the apportionment of
States; and the Secretary, in choosing between
each State and in settling the terms of his

t required by §§ 14 and 18 of the Act to

." Article 17 of IID's December 1, 1932
ontract incorporates the provisions of the
Party Agreement which apportions Colorado

r the third priority "...to the Imperial

ict and other lands served by the All American
1 and Coachella Valleys...." Article III(C)

t United States Supreme Court decree in

ornia dated March 9, 1964 enjoined IID,

rado River water users, "From diverting or
thorize the diversion of water from the
iversion of which has not been authorized

ates for use in the respective states; and
that no party named in this Article and no
ter in said states shall divert or purport
diversion of water from the mainstream the

ch has not been authorized by the United
articular use."

pparent from the above documents that use of
ater is apportioned under federal law and IID
1ly transfer what it may define as conserved
It is Metropolitan's position that in

the Colorado River Compact, the Boulder Canyon
california Seven Party Agreement, the United
ourt decision in zona v. California dated
subsequent decrees, water delivery contracts
ry of the Interior, and Title II of Public Law
o River water that is not needed by IID for
ptive use within its service area, is

next priority user specified in the Seven
unless all of the parties to the Seven Party
otherwise. Such agreements have been

nclude the:

r 22, 1988 "Agreement for the Implementation
+er Conservation Program and Use of Conserved
hetween IID and Metropolitan;
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191

192

193

194

195
196

197

Decembe
Metropo
and Coay

May 29,
a Test
Water a
United

Under these agre
divert certain &
of the 3.85 mill
entitled under ¢
should be mentig
page III-156.

oz
e

16. Revise
page III-159 to
District holds a
as reasonably re
for beneficial u
16,000 acres of

delivery contracg
the relationship
clear, clarifica

basecas
ey

17. Revise
"The city of Win
divert 780 acre-
that the present
States Supreme G
California dated
U.S. Bureau of R
Service, later t
until 1%02.

18. Revise
page III-160 to
| annual net divern
_§entence of the

19. In the
"on December 22,
Approval Agreeme
"Metropolitan Wa
paragraph, repla
state the amount
agreements. 1In
million (1988 do

X

P.7-19

B

r 19, 1989 “Approval Agreement" among IID,
litan, Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID),
chella Valley Water District (CVWD):; and

1992 Agreement for the Implementation of
Land Fallowing Program and Use of Saved
mong PVID, Metropolitan, IID, CVWD, and the
States.

ements, IID, PVID, and CVWD have agreed to not
mounts of conserved and saved water, a portion
ion acre-feet to which they were otherwise
he Seven Party Agreement. These agreements
ned in the EIR following the first sentence on

the last sentence in the fifth paragraph on
read: "Currently, the Palo Verde Irrigation
n entitlement to use of Colorado River water
quired for potable and irrigation purposes
se on 104,500 acres of valley lands and

mesa lands." This language more accurately

reflects the language contained in PVID's Colorado River water

t with the Secretary of the Interior. also,
of the 8,400 acres and 7,200 acres is not
tion would be helpful.

the second paragraph on page III-160 to read
terhaven holds a present perfected right to
feet per year from-the Colorado River." Note
perfected right was granted by the United
ourt supplemental decree in Arizona v.
January 9, 1979 and was not granted by the
eclamation in the 1800's. The Reclamation

o be given Bureau status, was not created

the first sentence of the fifth paragraph on
correct Bard Irrigation District's average
sions to the Bard Valley. 1In the last

same paragraph, delete "boundary."

second paragraph on page III-161 insert

1988, and both parties entered a subsequent
nt along with CVWD and the PVID" following
ter District was reached”. Also, in the same
ce 1'106,100" with "106,110" to accurately
of water projected to be conserved under the
addition, revise "233 million" to "$222
llars)." Finally, to convey to the reader
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197

198

199

200

201

202

203

204

that certain lim|
consarved water
conditions conta
| "In exchange'.

20. In para
per million with
reflect recent T
Lyater.

(g =T ]

itations do exist on the availabllity of
o Metropolitan, insert "and subject to
ined in the Approval Agreement" following

graph 1 on page III-196, replace 1,000 parts
700-850 parts per million to accurately
DS concentrations of All American Canal

21.
III-196 states t
and industrial
approximately 70
imports Colorad
15 million resi
is too low unles
California only.

N
e

22. On pag
¥*$100 million®
contained in th
Sstandards for S
the Colorado Ri

b

23. Ravise
©"g820 mg/L at Ho
:gontained in th

24. In the
“"East and West
Westside Main C

25. The fi
water from eith
irrigation. As
U.S. Salinity La
a field experime
with Alamo Riven
under proper irr
River water can
James D., et. al
Results of Imper
Division of Agri
As such, delste
sentence.

g
—

26. The twd
the concept of 4
Newﬂand Alamo Ri

The firist sentence of the third paragraph on page

at the Colorado River provides municipal

ter to nearly 14 million people and irrigates
,000 acres of farmland. Metropolitan alone

River water to a service area inhabited by

nts. The number of acres of farmland served
the discussion is intended to be limited to
Please clarify.

III-196 in the third paragraph, revise
14300 million" to reflect the information
wReport on the 1990 Review, Water Quality
inity, Colorado River System" prepared by
r Basin Salinity Control Forum.

11,000 mg/L at Hoover Dam by 2010" to
er Dam by 2010" to reflect information
above mentioned 1990 Review.

first paragraph on page III-197, replace
ighline Canals" with "East Highline and
als".

st paragraph on page III-198 states that

r the New or Alamo River is unsuitable for

a matter of record, James D. Rhoades of the
boratory in Riverside, California, conducted
nt in the Imperial valley irrigating crops
water. The study results indicated that
igation management, irrigating with Alamo
provide crops "superior in quality" (Rhoades,
., Reuse of Drainage Water for Irrigation:
ial valley Study, University of California
culture and Natural Resources, October 1988).
the phrase "or for irrigation" from the first

paragraphs on page III-198 appear to confuse
otal loading with concentrations in the
vers. For example, while salt concentration
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204

205

206

207

208

209

210

of the New River]
concentration me
total salt load
discharges into
salt concentrati
water. However,
(total mass) to

language in the

N

27. On pag
should indicate
land previously
gselenium in agri

—

28. On pag
to be implement
Imperial County'
should be consi
renovations to
shower heads,
fixtures. The
Section 17921.3
of California fo
California Code
qubchapter 4, A

£

29. 1In the

IID, CVWD, and B
the Colorado Riv

L_C_:anal.

—

30. On page
sentence should
49 miles of the
All American Can
All American Can

Drop 3.
-
o

31. The sec
water supply to
2nd Metropolitan
statement should
serve any portid

e
)

32. The sed
other pollutantg

22 '93 ©3:SEFM RESOU

loading of the New River to the Salton Sea.

_Brban use develo

"Palo Verde Weir" with "Palo Verde Diversion Dam".
the paragraph shiould be revised to clearly lndicate that

RCES DIVISION P.9719

at the Salton Sea 1is reduced from the
asured at the international boundary,

is increased. Each irrigation drain that
the New River within IID may have a lower
on, which would act to dilute the New River
each irrigation drain adds additional salt
the New River increasing the total salt
Please revise
EIR to clarify this point to the reader.

IXI-203 in the fourth paragraph, the EIR

he impact of development of urban uses on
tilized for farming on the concentration of
ultural drainage water downstream of the
ment.

III-204, under mitigation measures listed
in order to improve the water quality of
bodies of surface water, a requirement

red for new building construction and

clude the installation of low water use
cets, toilets and other water using
quirements should be in accordance with
of the Health and Safety Code of the State
r tollets and Section 1604 (g) of the
of Regulations, Title 20, Chapter 2,
ticle 4 for other water fixtures.

fourth paragraph on page III-219, replace
Also,

ard Irrigation District divert water from
er at Imperial Dam through the All Anerican

III-221 in the third paragraph, the last
be revised to indicate that lining the first
Coachella Canal from its turnout from the
al was completed in 1980 and that the earthen
al is proposed to be lined from Pilot Knob to

ond item on page V-5 states that "Adequate
the region exists via the Colorado River
Water District distribution system." This
be deleted because Metropolitan does not

n of Imperial County.

ond paragraph on page V-6 indlicates that among
selenium can be found in urban runoff which

s
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can lead to pote
respect to surfa
praft Environmen
Trifolium Interc
IID indicates th
is imported by C
source and quant
L

33, In the
Alternative in C
should be includ
Colorado River w
(included herein
available Colora

support signific
L

JLS/FZK

jlsheube
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htial significant cumulative impacts with

he and groundwater quality. The February 1993
a1 Impact Report for East Lowline and

bptors, and Completion Projects released by

bt all of the selenium of the Imperial Valley
Llorado River water. Please clarify the

ity of the selenium found in urban runoff.

Hiscussion of the Increased Agriculture
hapter IX, an analysis of water availability
d. Considering the over—-allocation of

Lter and Section 206 of Public Law 100-675
as Enclosure 3) it would appear that

Ho River water supplles are insufficient to
hnt expanded agriculture on the East Mesa.




i&%’ B3:STFM RESOURCES DIVISION Ewr.11719re 2
: + A

Appendix 1003

WATER: CALIFORNIA

SEVEN-PARTY WATER AGREEMENT,
AUGUST 18, 1931 ‘

-AGREEMENT

RzquzsTiNg THE| Drvision or WaTsR RESOURCES OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA TQ APPORTION CALIFORNIA'S SHARE OF THE WATERS
or 88 CoLorapo River AMona THE VARIOUS APPLICANTS AND
warse Usxrs| THERIFROM IN THE Srarz, CoNaENTING TO SuUCH
APPORTIONMBNTS, AND REQUEISTING SiMILAR APPORTIONMENTS BY
+xp SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR or THD Unirep Statzs

This agreement, made the 18th day of August 1831, by and be-
tween Palo Verde Irrigation District, Imperial Irrigation District.
Coschella Vallay| County Water Diatrict, Metropolitan Water Dis-
wict of Southern|California, City of Los Angeles, City of San Diego,

aad County of San Diego.
Witnesseth: .
Wheress the Sherstary of the Interior did, on November 5§, 1939,

request of the Difision of Water Resources of California & recommen-
dation of the preper apportionments of the water of and from the
Colorado River {o which California may be entitled under the pro-
visions of the Cdlorado River compact, the Boulder Canyon project
sct, and other applicable legislation and regulations to the end that
i the same could He carried into each and all of the contracts between
S 3 the United Statds and applicants for water contracts in California

! i s a uniform clayse; and

low 82 ; _Whereas the parties hercto have fully considered their respective
ST rights and requifements in cooperation with the other water users

r and s ‘ﬂd_&pplicnnt.s d the Division of Water Resources aforesaid;
¢ ~Now, thereford, the parties hereto do expressly agree to the appor-
i3 tionments and priorities of water of and from the Colorado River for
oL 136 in California|as hereinafter fully set out and respectfully request
ows: - the Division of Water Resources to, in all respects, recognize said
o spportionments 4nd priorities in all matters relating to State author-
f“!’“{ ity and to recomimend the provisions of Article I hereof to the Secre-
nited ‘ary of the Intedor of the United States for insertion in any and all
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contracts for water made by bim pursuant to the terms of the Boulder
Cenyon project act, and agree that in every water contract which ' &
eny party may hereafter enter into with the United States, provi. &
sions in accordance with Article I shall be included therein if agresabls
to the United States.

Arrtione 1

The watars of the Colorado River available for use within the State
of California under the Colorado River compact and the Boulder
Canyon project act shall be apportioned to the respective interests
below named and in amounts and with priorities therein named and
set forth, as follows:

Sgorion 1. A first priority to Pelo Verde Irrigation District for
beneficial use exclusively upon lands in said district as it now exists
and upon lands between asid district and the Colorado River, aggre-

gating (within and without said district) a gross area of 104,500 acres, 3.
euch waters as may be required by said lands. bl
W Skc. 2. A second priority to Yuma project of the United States *
o Bureau of Reclamation for beneficial use upon not exceeding & gross %
area of 25,000 acres of land located in said project in California, such f .

watars as may be required by said lands. _
Szc. 3. A third priority (2) to Imperial Irrigation District and -
other lands under or that will be gerved {rom the All-American Canal .
in Imperial and Cosachells Valleys, and (b) to Palo Verde Irrigation °
District for use exclusively on 16,000 acres in that area known as the
T ower Palo Verde Mesa,” adjacent to Palo Verde Irrigation District
for beneficial consumptive use, 3,850,000 acre-foet of water per annum
leas the beneficial consumptive use under the priorities designated jn = 2
sections 1 and 2 above. The rights designated (s) and (b) in this =
gection are equal in priority. The total beneficial consumptive uss ' :
under priorities stated in sections 1, 2, and 3 of this article shall not
exceed 3,860,000 acre-feet of water per annuis. :
Sgc. 4. A fourth priority to the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California andfor the City of Los Angeles, for beneficial - %}

consumptive use, by themselves and/or others, on the coastal plain &
of Southern California, 550,000 acre-feet of water per anpum. o
Sxo. 5. A fifth priority (a) to the Maetropolitan Water District of '+
Southern California andjor the City of Los Angeles, for beneficisl
consumptive use, by themselves and/or others, on the coastal plsin
of southern California, 50,000 acre-feet of water per annum and () -1
to the City of San Diego andfor County of San Diego, for bepsfcisl
consumptive use, 112,000 acre-feet of water per annum. The rights
designated (a) and (b) in this section are equal in priority. 1.
Sec. 6. A sixth priority () to Imperial Yrrigation District sad
other lands under or that will be served from the All-Americad &
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r sl in Imperial and Coachella Valleys, and (b) to Palo Verde
{,..48tion District for use exclusively on 18,000 acres in that area
inown 88 the “Lower Polo Verde Mess,” adjacent to Palo Verde ¢
Irrigation District, for beneficial consumptive usa, 300,000 acre-feet

of water per annum. The rights de ignated (a) and (b) in this sec-

vion are equal in priority. .

Qgc. 7. A seventh priority of all| remaining water available for '
use within California, lor agricultural use in the Colorado River Basin |
io California, as said basin is desigrjated on map No. 23000 of the .
Department of the Interior, Bureau pf Reclamation. '

Sec. 8. So far as the rights of the|allottees named above are con-
cerned, the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
and/or the City of Los Angeles shall have the exclusive right to with-
draw and divert into its aqueduct [any water in Boulder Canyon
Reservoir accumulated to the individual credit of said district and/or
said city (not exceeding at any one|time 4,750,000 acre-fest in the
aggregats) by reason of reduced ditersions by said district and/or
said city; provided, that accumulatiqos shall be subject to such con-
ditions as to accumulation, retention| release, and withdrawal as the
Secretary of the Interior may from time to time prescribe in his dis-
eretion, and hia determination thereof shall be final; provided further,
that the United States of America reserves the right to make similar
arrangemeats with users in other [States without distinction in
priority, and to determine the corfelative relations between said ;
diatrict and/or said city and such us¢rs resulting therefrom. :
" 3c. 9. In addition, so fac as thd rights of the allottees named |
above are concerned, the City of Sdn Diego and/or County of San !
Diego shall have the exclusive right Lo withdraw and divert into an ! t

[
r
.*
+
|

R R T N T TR T R Y R e

WY

aqueduct any water in Boulder Canyon Reservoir accumulated to
the individual credit of said city and/or said county (not exceeding
at any one time 250,000 acre-fcet {n the aggregate) by reason of
reduced diversions by said city andlor said county; provided, that
sccumulations shall be subject to sych conditions as to accumula-
tions, retention, release, and withdfawal as the Secretary of the
Interior may from time to time pregcribe in his discretion, and his
determination thereof shall be final; provided further, that the United !
States of America reserves the righg to make simliar arrangements N
with users in other States without |distinction in priority, and to P

[}

|

D
e

determine the correlative relations [between said city and/or said
county and such users resulting therdfrom.
Sec. 10. In no event shall the amqunts allotted in this agreement
to the Metropolitan Water District| of Southern California and/or |
'he City of Los Angeles be increased on aceount of inclusion of & [
tupply for hoth eaid district and saifl city, and either or both may ?
77881—48——t8 . ; !

. —
ORI N
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use said apportionments as may be agreed by and betweey sald
distriot and said city. ‘
"Sxc. 11. In no event shall the amounts allotted in this agreamey,
to the City of San Diego andjor to the County of San Diegy be.
increased on acoount of inclusion of & supply for both said city awnd
said county, and either or both may use said apportionments “f"
may be agreed by and between said city and said county. .
Sec. 12. The prioritics hereinbefors set forth shall be in nowig,
affected by the relative dates of water contracts executed by the
Secretary of the Interior with the various parties. :

Anrticre I

AR ORI e o
- ’ o1 o)
¥ b e ! "
P Tl dad LkES. X ou:

>

VIR 22 2o T BT S

A

That each and every party hereto who has heretofore filed an appli.
cation or applications for & permit or pormits to appropriate water 3
from the Colorado River requests the Division of Water Resources
to amend such application or applications as far as possible to bring:
it or them into conformity with the provisions of this ‘sgreement; :
and each and every party hereto who has heretofore filed a protest
or protests against any such application or applications of other
parties hereto does hereby request withdrawal of such protest or
protests sgainst such application or applications when so amended.

ArtioLe III

That each and all of the parties to this agreement respectfully
request that the contract for delivery of water between the United
States of America and the Metropolitan Water District of Southemn
Celifornia under date of April 24, 1930, be amended in conformity
with Article I hereof.

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have caused this agreement
to be executed by their respective officars thereunto duly authorized,
the day and year first above written. Executed in soven originals.

RVIDSPPIE - FPUUNIIZ REoe- L WPy € 1.7
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Reoommanded for execution:
Paro VerpE IRRIGATION DisTRIOT,

By Eb. J.
ArvIN B. Smaw, Jr.
InperiAz IRRtGATION DistRrICT,

By Caas. L. CaiLdErs. !
M. J. Dowp

Coacarua Varrzy County
Warer DisTRICT,
By Taos. C. Yaazr.
Rossuye Russtt. )
MryrrdporitaN Warer DisTrICT
_or SoutneaN CALITORNIA,

s e S & 3 S € e i A T 33

v 1.os ANGELES,
HoRrLsUT.

C. A. Davis.

Criry or Sax Dixado,
By C.L. Breas. :

H. N.[Savaaz. ‘

County or Sax Dizao, i
By H. N.[Savicz

C. L. Brers.

(The agreement was thereafter ratified by each of the seven parties.]
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ESTABLISHED iN 1918 AS A PUBLIC AGENCY

COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

POST OFFICE BOX 1058 « COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA 92236 - TELEPHONE (619) 3982651

DIRECTORS OFFICERS
TELLIS CODEKAS, PRESIDENT THOMAS E. LEVY, GENERAL MANAGER-CHIEF ENGINEER
RAYMOND R. RUMMONDS, VICE PRESIDENT BERNARDINE SUTTON, SECRETARY

JOHN W. McFADDEN
DOROTHY M. DE LAY February 3,
THEODORE J. FISH

1993 - OWEN McCOOK, ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER
REOWINE AND SHERRILL, ATTORNEYS

File: 1150.021

Jurg Heuberger

Planning Director

Imperial County

939 Main Street

El Centro, California 92243

Dear Mr. Heuberger:
This is in response to your letter dated January 20, 1993, copy enclosed,
requesting comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Imperial

County General Plan Update.

This district appreciates the opportunity to comment upon this very important
document. Our comments are contained in Attachment A, copy enclosed.

If you have any questions or require additional information please call
Robert Robinson, resource planning and management engineer, extension 424.

Yours very truly,

6§>’1/1/“\

Tom Levy
General Manager-Chief Engineer

RAR:sv/e2/jurg

Enclosures/2/as
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ATTACHMENT A

1. Page III-159, fourth paragraph. Imperial Irrigation District’'s federal
contract with the Secretary of the Interior explicity prohibits the transfer of
Colorado River water to areas outside of a very carefully defined Imperial
hlfrigation DPistrict service area.

s

2. The same contract stipulates that Colorado River diversions are conditioned
upon reasonable beneficial use.

s

3. Page I1I-202. Recommend a short description of the East Mesa area and its

potential for water storage underground. The general plan should indicate
whether such a land use does or does not conform with the General Plan.

-

4. Page II11-220, first partial paragraph. The "capacity” for a 12-inch
diameter outfall pipe submerged under 12 inches of water is approximately 4.5
CFS.

?i Page 11I-204, second dot. Recommend Imperial County list the irrigation
methods that conserve water or include an appendix describing Best Management
Practices.

3
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Southern Pacific Lines

Distribution Servicvs Department
120v Curpurate Center Drive = Montarivy Tw k, California 21754

March 22, 1993

Mr. Juri Heuberger, Planning Director
County of Imperial

939 Main St

El Centro. CA 92243-2856

Mr. Brain Mooney

Brian F. Mooney Associates
Y903-B Business Park Ave.
San Diego. CA 92131

Deur Mr. Heuberger and Mr. Mooney:
SUBJECT: Comments from Southern Pacific for
Draft General Plan Update
Drafi Environmental Impact Report

Attached arc the comments of the Southern Pacific Transportation Co. after
reviewing your two documents.

If you have any questions or clarifications regarding our comments, feel free
to write or call (213) 780-6822.

E. A. Rhodes
Director Industrial Development
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COMMENTS

County of Imperial
Draft General Plan Update - Dated January 25, 1993

Noise Flement

Page 6-b Railroad Noise
First paragraph, fourth sentence should read:

A branch on this line runs east from El Centro along Evan Hewes Highway
to Holwville.™

This line in your document refers to it as a spur when it is a branch.
Additionally, the linc north along SR 115 was abandoned by ICC on July 18, 1990 and

reference to such should be deleted. Also, Figure 1 should be revised accordingly.

Third paragraph, last sentence should read:
"The branch to Holtville averages four trains per week.”
l'ourth paragraph, first and third sentences should be modified:

A spur track is one which serves one industry. The proposed border project
may likely serve morc than one which could be either a drill or branchline. Thus, it is
suggested that the wording read "Branchline and/or drill tracks and/or spurs.”

Seismic and Public Safety Element

Pagc 14 D. Hazardous Material Accident

Fourth paragraph, Item (2) states, "Southern Pacific Pipe Line Tank Farm”.
The current owner is now the Santa Fe Pacific Pipe Line Tank Farm. Likewise, Figure 5
(2) on Page 16 should be also changed to reflect the correct owner.

Appendix B, Page B-1, Item ]

As stated previously where it states "Southern Pacific Pipc Line” (in three
places) should be corrected to Santa Fe Pacific Pipe Line.
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COMMENTS

County of Impenal
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the County of Imperial General Plan (SCH

#93011023).

—t

Summary
B. Cnvironmental Issues.
4. Noise
4. Envirommental bupacts
Page 5-5

First paragraph, first and sccon_d sentences should be modified:

"Spurs” should be changed to "rail lines” since it is unknown whether the
track will be a branch, drill or spur.
=
1. Environmental Analysis
D. Noisc
1. Existing Conditions
4. Tiansportation Sources

Page TIT - 69 Railroad Noise

First paragraph, four sentence should be changed to reflect comment made
on Page 6-b of the Draft General Plan Update.

Page II1 - 70
First paragraph, second sentence should be modified to adding before "spur”
with branch or drill or, so that appropriate conditions are reflected.

oo

First paragraph, fourth sentence should be changed to replacing "spur® with
branch line.

.

F— - -
Page II1 - 76 Railroad Noise

First paragraph should be modified as follows to reflect correct railroad
terminology:
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Holiville.

Two proposed projects could add branch line and/or drill track and/or spurs
1o the existing railway network. A proposed new international border crossing and bi-
national industrial area east of Calexico could include a rail line. The route of the rail
line conld be east-west from Calexico or north-south from Holtville, depending on
availability of right-of-way and accompanying land use, environmental and economic
considerations. The potential for adverse noise impacts exists along the proposed right of
way. There is also a potential for adverse noise impacts along the rights-of-way of

existing tracks. if usc of the new line generates greater use of the existing lines.

Appendix C - Traffic Report for Imperial Co.

Figure 7A
Remove "Stanley” from Southern Pacific.

Remove railroad line shown parallel to SR 115 from SR 78 south to

*¥% TOTAL PAGE.B4 xx



JOUTHERR CALIFORAIA
ATOCIATION Of GOVERNMERTS

818 West Seventh Street,12th Floor # Los Angeles, California 90017-3435 1.1 (213)236-1800 ® FAX (213) 236-1825

March 10, 1993

Jurg Heuberger

Planning Director

Imperial County

939 Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243-2856

RE: Dnraft Environmental Impact Report For The County of Imperial General Plan
SCAG Clearinghouse #19300073

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Dralt Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) for the County of Impcrial General Plan. As areawide clearinghouse for
regionally significant projects, SCAG assists cities, counties and other agencies in reviewing
projects and plans for consistency with the Regional Mobility Plan (RMP), the Growth
Management Plan (GMP), the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA), and conformity
with the applicable Air Quality Management (AQMP) Plan.

The attached comments are meant as administrative staff comments to provide guidance for
completing the proposed General Plan within the context of our regional goals and policies,
which are based in part upon state and federal mandates. If you have any questions, please feel
free to call Maria Souza-Rountree at (213) 236-1838. She will be happy to assist you in
addressing the comments made herein.

Sincerely,

ARNOLD 1. SHERWOOD, Ph.D. MAR 1 51993
DIRECTOR _
Forecasting, Analysis and Monitoring IMPERIAL COUMNIY

BUILDING INSPECTION
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SCAG COMMENTS ON THE DEIR FOR
THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL GENERAL PLAN

Description

The proposed project consists of the adoption of a Plan Update for development of the County
of Imperial. The proposed plan will replace the existing General Plan, originally prepared in
1973, to more effectively and comprehensively plan for the long-term physical development of
the County.

The proposed Plan Update encompasses the entire County comprising approximately 4,597
square miles, or 2,942,080 acres.

The proposed plan includes the following mandatory elements: Land Use; Housing; Circulation
and Scenic Highways; Conservation and Open Space; Seismic and Public Safety; and Noise.
In addition, the County has prepared threc additional elements: Agriculture; Geothermal and
Transmission; and Water. '

In addition to the proposed Plan Update, the County has analyzed three alternatives. The
alternatives examined include the “Increased Agriculture Alternative®, the “Increased
Development Alternative®, and the required “No Project Alternative®.

GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLAN (GMP)
Regional Growth Management Policies

There are a number of policies expressed in the GMP which are particularly relevant to this
project. Among them are policies which would:

L Promote future patterns of urban development and land use which reduce costs
of infrastructure construction and make better use of existing facilities, and
achjeve a good match between future growth and the phasing of new facilities or
expansion of existing ones.

. Encourage growth to occur in and around:
° activity centers
o transportation node corridors
) ° underutilized infrastructure systems
®

areas needing recycling and redevelopment

" Encourage mixed-use developments and other planning techniques which make
employment centers easy to walk to or reach by transit.
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= To the degree possible, achicve a balance, by subregion of the types of jobs with
the price of housing.

= To preserve, wherever possible, prime agricultural land and open space areas
identified in local, state, and federal plans and those in SCAG's Conservation and
Open Space Plan.
The direction of urban growth along urban corridors that the Plan Updale promotes is consistent
L\_».'.ilh regional policy.
SCAG commends Imperial County for the attention the DEIR directs to minimizing land use
incompatibilities that often arise adjacent to agricultural activities. The County’s incorporation
of a General Plan Agricultural Element will assist in ensuring approximately 93.4 percent of the
existing important farmland within Imperial County will be reserved for agricultural uses for the

2925 | next five years. For long term protection, a regional land usc study, prepared every five years,

226

will examine the degree of build out within each of the designated urban areas in the County.
All land designated for urban uses must be shown to be built out before development of
agricultural land will be allowed. Therefore, these studies will limit the conversion of
agricultural land.

Jobs/Housing Balance

According to SCAG's designation of subregions, in 1984 the jobs/housing balance ratio in
Imperial County was 1.11 and reaches 1.26 in the year 2010. It is not possible to compare these
figures to jobs/housing ratios that would be generated by the proposed Plan Update due to the
absence of population densities for the land uses shown in the proposed Plan Update. In order
to show that the Plan Update is consistent with regional growth forecasts, these figures should
be discussed in the Final EIR. Specifically, the total population anticipated in the County, along
witls ass volisssate of tlee Aumber of jebs that would be genoratod by tho oommoroial and induatrial

land uses in the proposed Plan Update by the year 2010 should be included in the Final EIR.

SCAG notes that it will be important for the County to ensure that a sufficicnt amount of land
is dedicated for urban uses to allow a diversity of employment opportunities in the future. The

227 | acreage allocated to urban land uses is reduced sharply in the Plan Update. However, there still

remains a very large area of devclopable land in the periphery of existing developed areas in the
county.

e
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REGIONAL MOBILITY PLAN (RMP)

—

Imperial County is classified as an ozone non-attainment area only undcr the State of California
and as such, is not subject to the Federal Clean Air Act. Although Imperial County is in non-
attainment for PM,,, under both State and Federal sources, the County is not classified as
“Severe” or "Extreme®. In either case, mobile source mitigation through the use of
Transportation Control Measures (TCMs) are not required nor applicable for a consistency
finding with the adopted RMP.

FINDINGS

e
SCAG finds that the proposed General Plan and DEIR is consistent with the goals, objectives,
| and policies of the adopted 1989 RMP at this time.

RECOMMENDATIONS

r

SCAG recommends that the County calculate the total number of residents that will reside in the
County at buildout, based on the number of acres designated for each land use and its
concomitant population density. ‘This will allow future infrastructure needs to be more

accurately forecasted.

—

If the County of Imperial General Plan Update is approved, it is requested that SCAG be notified
of the City Council’s action so that the implications for the Comprehensive Regional Plan, which
is now under preparation, can be evaluated with respect to transportation, wastewater treatment
and other service systems.

Sy
geacan

All mitigation measures associated with the Plan Update should be monitored in accordance with
AB 3180 requirements.
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ECONOMIC @& COMMUNITY DEVELOPME
CITY KALL

CITY OF BRAWLEY Cinler caonm

RECEIVED

MAR 171993

IMPERIAL COUNTY
Imperial County Planning Department BUILDING INSPECTION
ATTN: Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
939 Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243-2875

March 15, 1993

SUBJECT: Response to County of Imperial's General Plan Update

Gentlemen:
The City of Brawley has jurisdiction and management control over
private/quasi-public lands within its incorporated city 1limits.
LAFCO has established a sphere of influence for the City of
Brawley. This area marks the outer limits of the area into which
future expansion of Brawley 1is anticipated. This area 1is
233|classified as Urban Area in your proposed General Plan Update. It
is anticipated that this area will eventually be annexed or
incorporated. Therefore, development in the areas shall provide
for the extension of full urban services such as public sewer and
water, drainage improvements, street lights, fire hydrants and
fully improved paved streets with curbs and sidewalks.
S
r;hile the City commends your effort in updating your General Plan
it is vital that the designated Urban Areas encourage economic
development, and protect the existing characters of the community.
234|The key component of your Plan should establish development
standards for land use categories in order to maintain consistency
and compatibility between uses allowed in the County and City. To
this end the Council recommends the following:

B * Expands the proposed Urban area to the west. The City
is anticipating growth west of New River along Hwy. 86.
These areas may include rural residential use along
Brandt Road (1/2 mile on each side of 86); a commercial

235 strip along Hwy. 86 up to Cady Road and eventually

connecting to the Poe Subdivision, where the County 1is

currently pursuing a "Colonia" grant in order to
determine feasibility for annexing into Brawley.
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he os b ar t . With recent
development of NAFTA, CALTRANS is speeding up development
of Hwy. 111 from Ross Road to Brawley's Main Street
connecting to Hwy 78. The City is also encouraging
CALTRANS to expedite planning for the Hwy. 78 Expressway.
The Urban Area designation should coincide with both the
Hwy. 111 expansion and the Hwy. 78 Expressway. This may
be identified by approximately 1/2 mile east of Best
Road, beginning from the Rockwood canal in the southern
boundary to Livesely Drain in the north.

Thirdly, the City opposes the strip Urban Area
designation along Hwy. 111. While your Plan encourages
growth adjacent to urban area served with the necessary
infrastructure, the proposed strip seems illogical and
contradictory. The land in question also may be
jdentified as "prime" agriculture land in contrast to
"parginal® agriculture land. Finally, such a proposal
may impact economic growth to central and northern
comnunities within the study area.

The regional issues identified above effect the City of Brawley.

238‘The strip along Hwy. 111 should be analyzed for its fiscal impacts

to the neighboring jurisdictions specifically the city of Brawley
f?d included in your final environmental impact report.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed General
Plan Update and DEIR. We hope that our comments will be useful in
the final preparation of your General Plan and EIR. If you have
any questions about our comments, please contact Jerry Santillan,
city Planner, at (619) 344-8622 of our staff. .

RLB: fg
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COUNTY OF IMPERIAL
DRAFT GENERAL PLAN AMENDMERT

SUBMITTED BY: City of calexico

408 Heber Avenue
Calaxico, CA 92231

Contact: Calexico Planning Department
(619) 768-2118

The following comments were generated by City Planning Commission
and ratified by the City Council of the City of Calexico. They
are hereby officially submitted for consideration by County of
Imperjial officials in their processing and adoption of the County
of Imperial Genmeral Plan (Plan) Amendment.

1.

N |

- COMMENTS -

The County of Imperial Genaral Plan should be modified to
reflact the following Sphere of Influence and Urban Area
Designation for tha ity of calexico:

Starting at a point, west of Calexico, where the all
American canal becomes tha International Border with Mexico,
thence north, along the All American Canal, to the
intersaction of the All American canal and the New River;
thence northerly, along the Rew River, to a point of
intersection of the New River and Dogwood Road; thence
north, along Dogwood Road, to the intersection of Dogwood
Road and Jasper Road; thence east, along Jasper Road to
the intersection of Jasper Road and Highway 111; thence
north, along Highway 111, to tha intersection of Highway 111
and Interstate Highway 8; thence east, on Interstate Highway
8, to the intersection of state Highway 8 and Bowker Road;
thence south, along Bowker Road, to a point .5 miles north
of Cole Road; thence east, following a line parallel to
State Highway 98 to its intersection with Rood Road; thence
south, along Rood Road, to a point where the extension of
Rood Road would maeet the International Border; thence west,
along the International Border, to the point of origen.

The County of Imperial General Plan should also be modified
to reflect that any development and/or planning at/or the
proposed site (see Comment 1 above) will be coordinated with
the City of Calexico (as is the Plan's objectiva for 1I-8
and Highway 111 Specific Plan Area, which requires that its
development be coordinated with the City of El Centro.)
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The County of Imperial Plan be modified to raflect the city
of Calexico as a coordinating agency for the I-8 and Highway
111 Specific Plan Area. .

The County of Imperial Plan be modified to reflect the
expansion of SR 98 to four lanes from SR 7 to Highway 111
and that Cole Road be expanded to four laneg, from SR 98 to
Highway 111, and that it be designated an alternate truck
route for tha City of Calexico.

The County of Imperial Plan Circulation and Scenic Hi hways
Element be modified to reflect that the City of Calexgﬁo is
a rail origin and destination point and Calexico be
recognized as an affected agency and be allowed to
participate in all decisions affacting rail services in the

County of Imperial.

The County of Imperial Plan be modified to reflect that he
application of acoustical analysis to-projects bae applicable
only to project located outside Urban Area Designations.

The County of Imperial Plan objective to encourage thea
infilling of development in urban areas as an alternative to
expanding urban boundaries will hinder the devel ent in :
any communities. The Plan should be modified to olude the
addition of caertain criteria that will allow communities to
expand its urban boundaries without being in noncompliance
with the Plan.

The County of Imperial Plan be modified to reflect that the
sensitive habitat area designation of the New River be
waintained. But that such dasignation be limited to only
the area west and north of the All American Canal.

The County of Imparial Plan be modified to reflect that the
sensitive cultural resourcea area designation of the Wew
River be maintained. But that such designation be limited
to only the area west and north of the A1l American Canal.

Cordially submitted,

[AQIZL/9~4: & _Lomet

Alejdnafo C. Armenta, City Manaéer
City of calexico
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© COUNTY CF IMPERIAL PO ;'; /é; o
Lalipatria, Califowiia 92233
Telephone: [619] 3a3-ai1c
Gax: [619] 3a5-7035

RECEIvED

MAR 0 8 1993

SUILDING iNSPECTION:

Mr. Jurg Heuberger
County of Imperial
939 Main Street

El Centro, CA 92243

RE: UPDATED GENERAL PLAN AND EIR -IMPERIAL COUNTY

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

The following comments pertain to the updated County general plan and EIR as prepared
—ft.:)r the County of Imperial by Brian F. Mooney and Associates. The extremely small scale
of most of the maps, and the use of numbers instead of colors to delineate land use
248| categories, makes it hard to determine where one land use category ends and the other
begins. Larger scale land use maps should be provided, particularly adjacent to urban
| areas. The City of Calipatria requests that all land designated for urban uses in the City’s
adopted general plan also be designated for urban uses in the County's plan, so that the
two land use plans (City and County) will be consistent within the City's approved Sphere
249| of Influence. Again, the small scale of the maps makes it hard to determine if this is what
is proposed. On page IlI-15 of the draft program EIR, the following statement is made, "a
sufficiently large supply of appropriately designated iand is retained cutside of existing cities
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and urban communities so as to provide for development needs in the foreseeable future.”
The description and size of the Calipatria urban area, is basically consistent with the City’s
general plan land use element. The City’s adopted general plan anticipates a developed
urban area in the year 2015 of approximately 2,219 acres whereas the draft County plan
_anticipates an urban area of 2,290 acres. The Calipatria prison site is included in the City's
general plan urban land use calculations, because it is within the current City limits.
However, the City’s general plan anticipates that the agricultural land between the prison
and the current urbanized area will be annexed into the City by the year 2015 to bring the
total area encompassed by the Calipatria City limits to approximately 4,872 acres by year
2015. The City's current City limits are not contiguous between the existing urban area and
the prison, and the City’s general plan therefore recommends that the intervening
agricultural land be annexed. Therefore, in order for the City and County plans to be
consistent the County general plan should include an ultimate urban area of 4,872 acres
for Calipatria. The designated urban area should extend to the northern property lines of
the property owned by the State Department of Corrections. The prison site includes State
property located east and west of Blair Road. The approximately 1,200 acres owned by the
State at the Calipatria prison site should all be designated as special purpose facility land
use. Figure 4 depicts the prison site, but again, the small scale of the map makes it difficult
to determine if all the state property is included within the SPF designation. The mesquite
_r-nine site located east of Brawley should also be designated a special purpose facility. This
area is currently designated recreation/open space. The mesquite mine is eventually
proposed to be converted to a landfill and the SPF designation would be consistent with

this proposed future use of the mine site.

preosas

On page S-9 of the draft EIR, under air quality impacts, a statement is made as follows:
“Imperial County is a nonattainment area for ozone and PM-10, therefore, any adverse
impact to the generation of these two pollutants is considered significant.” We agree that
it would be beneficial, since Imperial County is a non-attainment area under the Federal
Clean Air Act, to include an air quality element as an optional element in the County’s
general plan. Reducing the amounts of smoke, dust and other particulates would provide
a more healthful living environment for not only Calipatria residents, but for the entire
County. An air quality element is mentioned on page S-10 of the draft EIR. 1t has been

S—
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mentioned by the State that a second Calipatria prison may be constructed on the
remaining State property. It should be noted that the State is exempt from County land use \
planning and zoning regulations and the State will therefore not need to obtain a zone
change, general plan amendment, or CUP from Imperial County in order to construct a
second prison at the Calipatria location. The construction of a second prison has the

support of the City of Calipatria.

S

Regarding the circulation and scenic highways element, it is noted that both State Highway
115 and State Highway 111 are 4 lane highways within the Calipatria City limits. It would
be beneficial economically for the City if Highway 111 were made a 4 lane expressway from
the northern City limits to 1-10 and from the southern City limits to Brawley. The City
requests that the County include language in its circulation element calling for the upgrade
of State Highway 111 to 4 lane status for its full length between Interstate 10 and Interstate
8. Such an upgrade would have a positive economic impact on the City of Calipatria. The
City does not support any concept to realign Highway 111 whereby it would bypass

_E:alipatria.

Regarding alternate modes of transportation, page 25 in the draft general plan, the County
should be aware that the City has included a bicycle route system in its general plan
circulation element. A bicycle route has been included which extends east on Highway 115
to the eastern City limits. The intent of this route is to provide a bicycle route all the way
east to Blair Road, thence north to the State prison. Portions of this route would transit
unincorporated territory. The City requests that this bicycle route be included in the
County’s general plan circulation element. The City's bicycle route map is attached to this

letter for your information.

Regarding signalization of intersections, there is no mention of needed signals at various
intersections in the County. The City hereby requests the County’s support, through the
County’s general plan, for a signal at the intersection of State Highway 111 and 115 in the
City of Calipatria. The increased traffic from the prison, especially during the peak hours,
can result in a congestion problem at this intersection, and affect the level of service. The
County's general plan circulation element should discuss the need for signals in the future




at various locations to improve traffic flow and safety, especially for those County areas

<56 L_d_esignated for urban area plans adjacent to the existing cities.

——

Regarding the County’s general plan housing element, according to the State Department
of Housing and Community Development, the County’s revised draft housing element was
found to be out of compliance with State Planning Law (article 10.6 of the government
code). The County's adopted housing element, as mentioned in the updated general plan,
has never been reviewed by HCD for compliance. The housing element should have been
included in its entirety so that it can be reviewed for consistency with the other general plan
257 elements and for consistency with the SCAG RHNA and the City’s housing element. We
request that a copy of the County’s entire housing element, as adopted, be forwarded to
our City Clerk, Margaret Hatfield. With two new prisons in the County, and a third prison
possible, the County’s housing element should be revised at this time to consider the
housing units currently needed due to recent developments during the 1991 - 1993 time

period.

Samaserccso

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft EIR and general plan. If you have
any questions regarding these comments, please contact our Consulting City Planner, Mr.
Mike Gaston, AICP, at The Holt Group.

Sincerely,

erm«w /(—Zy_éﬂwﬁ"’

ames H. Floyrney
Mayor
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CITY HALL
1275 MAIN STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 4450
£L CENTRO, CA 92244-4450
TEL. (619) 3374545 - FAX (619) 352-6177

PLANNING &
HOUSING DEPARTMENT

HAND DELIVERED

RECEZIVED

Jurg Heuberger, Planning Department HAR 22 1993
County of Imperial
939 Main Street
-2856 IMPERIAL COUNTY
El Centro, CA 92243 5 PLANNYN DEFART MENT
Re: City comments on Draft Eavircnmental Impact Report (DEIR) for
the Imperial County General Plan Update.

March 22, 1993

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

This is to inform you that City staff has completed its review of
the above referenced draft E.I.R. and our comments include the
following:

1. We would concur with the proposal to adopt the City’s land use
plan as the official Urban Area Plan for its sphere of
influence. It is our understanding that this would require
any development within the City‘s sphere of influence to be in
conformity with the City’s General Plan and development
standards. The implementation of this proposal is rather
vague and should be addressed more thoroughly. It would
appear that rezoning procedures would need to be implemented
in order for this to occur.

Specifically, how will this proposal be implemented? Will the
County be issuing development permits consistent with the
‘General Plan before the properties within the urban spheres of
influence are rezoned to conform to the City’s land use
designations? How long will this process take? What are the
developnent rights of a property owner within such city sphere
of influence pending the rezoning? If the "interim”
developnent rights on such property are limited, will not that
fact create a growth inducing impact with developers choosing
to develop urban uses in the unincorporated area outside the
urban spheres of influence before developing within the
spheres? If this were permitted to happen, we believe there
would be dire fiscal impacts to the City as ahy tax revenues
generated from the properties would be channeled to the
County. How would the cities be able to address its service
requirements to these properties once they are annexed? We
believe that language must be added to the proposed plan to
prevent this premature development from occurring; i.e. a
phasing requirement, etc.
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nli

Mr. Jurg Heuberger
Page 2

2.

wil

We would also concur with the proposal to preclude the
occurrence of leapfrog development within Urban Areas by
requiring that all non-agriculture developments (e.g.
residential, commercial, industrial) be adjoined on at least
one side by urban uses. We would interpret this to mean that
all non-agriculture developments must be contiguous to a
Ccity’s corporate boundary. Is this a correct interpretation?
We would further recommend that the requirement for annexation
be included as a mitigation measure to public service impacts
for the conversion of agricultural land to urban uses.

It is our understanding that the City’s designated Urban Area
coincides with its sphere of influence boundaries. We would
like to clarify and confirm that the City’s currently
recognized sphere of influence boundaries as being; the
Central drain to the north; Highway 111 to the east; MccCabe
Road to the south; and Austin Road to the west. The City 1is
contemplating the expansion of its sphere of influence
boundaries to include the east side of Highway 111 and beyond
Austin Road and recognize that this procedure would require
LAFCO approval. In any event, we request that the document

acknowledge the City’s sphere of influence boundaries as

described above.

The four quadrants located around the intersection of Highway
111 and I-8 freeway are proposed for commercial and service
oriented uses under a Specific Plan Area (SPA). It is our
understanding that the purpose of the SPA designation is to
allow a more thorough analysis of impacts associated with the
prescribed development of this area, prior to approval.
Although it appears that the SPA designation is proposed as a
safequard measure, please be advised that the City is strongly
opposed to the designation of this area for commercial
development for the following reasons:

- a) The propvosed designation would serve as an inducement for

premature commercial development which would have a
severe negative impact on existing City businesses.

b) The proposal would be inconsistent with the County’s
proposed policy of requiring sequential and orderly
growth for non-agricultural developments as previously
described under comment number two.

c) The City’s current land use plan for the area calls
primarily for low and medium density residential uses.
The proposal would therefore also be inconsistent with
the County’s proposed policy of adhering to the City’s
adopted land use plan for its urban area.
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Mr. Jurg Heuberger

Page 3
d) The designation would also appear to be inconsistent with
the County’s expressed goals of preserving prime
agriculture farmlands and the protection of these
farmlands from the encroachment of urban uses.
e) Lastly, the premature development of the area would

wll

o |l

©

i

establish a development well removed from existing
developed areas of the city and create an increased
demand for City services which would be costly and
inefficient to provide.

We would strongly request that the County delete the
commercial designation and instead adopt the City’s land use
plan for this area. The adoption of the City’s land use plan
would also serve as an adequate nitigation measure to the
identified impacts.

The Increased Development Alternative, which, among other
things, calls for the designation of commercial development on
each side of the Highway 111 corridor from Calexico to the I-8
freeway, would have far reaching and devastating fiscal
impacts on the City. We are very strongly opposed to this
alternative and would concur with the analysis of the DEIR in
that this proposal would; significantly reduce the
availability of important farmland and increase
urban/agriculture land use conflicts; draw business away from
existing commercial City establishments; and create
significant traffic circulation impacts. We strongly request
that this alternative be deleted from consideration and that
the County adhere to its policy of preserving agricultural
lands and promoting sequential and orderly growth.

We would like to clarify that, with the exception of mutual
aide, it is the City’s policy not to provide City services to
County developments without the assurance of annexation. Also
on page III-149, it indicates that the County currently has 13
fire contracts. Because the City no longer has a fire
contract with the County, we would request that this figure be
verified for accuracy.

Page III-149 reflects the total staffing of the three County
fire stations but a breakdown of the staffing levels for each
station is not provided. This section also indicates that
there is one paid chief and firefighter at each of the
contract station locations which we feel is not accurate. It
should also be clarified that Emergency Medical services are
contracted to Gold Cross Ambulance. Although we would concur
that free storage tank fires would be the biggest fire hazards
in the County, we would add that the biggest fire problems in
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Mr. Jurg Heuberger
Page 4

oo

the County include inadequate response time to rural dwelling
units and inadequate water supplies. It appears that the fire
and police service impacts warrant a more thorough analysis
than provided.

The impacts to health care services do not appear to be
adequately addressed. The document describes the staffing
level and capacities of each existing hospital (pg. III-167)
however, there is no analysis indicating whether they are
sufficient to accommodate the various development
alternatives. As far as the El Centro Regional Medical Center
is concerned, the hospital is operating at capacity, so we
would therefore, disagree with the conclusion orn page III-171
that impacts would be insignificant. A more thorough analysis
of the potential impacts should be provided. The analysis
should include the possibility of consolidating health care
services and/or the need to relocate existing facilities.
Appropriate mitigation measures should also be provided under
the mitigation monitoring program. It is our understanding
that the hospital administration is submitting its comments on
the DEIR by separate correspondence.

We hope the foregoing information is helpful to you and look
forward to a cooperative response to our concerns. If you have any
questions in regards to the City’s concerns, please do not hesitate
to let us know.

Sincerely,

EL CENTRO DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & HOUSING

D g 2

OCIVER M. ALVARADO
Director of Planning & Housing

OMA:rd

ccC:?

City Maﬁager
City Councilmembers
All City Departments
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DIRECTOR OF
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March 22, 1993

MAR 2 3 1993
Imperial County Planning Department
Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director IMPERIAL COUNTY

El Centro, CA 92243

Re: Comments on Draft EIR/General Plan for the County of Imperial

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

On March 17, 1993 a meeting with Brian F. Mooney, (Brian F. Mooney
Associates), and the City of Imperial was held to review the City
of Imperial’s comments and concerns regarding the County of
Imperial‘s Draft EIR and General Plan. At the meeting, Brian
Mooney requested that the city of Imperial draft a letter
specifically addressing their concerns and comments and send it to
the County.

The following are City of imperial comments specifically addressing
the County of Imperial’s Draft EIR and General Plan.

EIR COMMENTS

1. Through out the EIR document, mitigation measures have been
266 proposed. However, their is no mention of the monitoring plan
| located under appendix F.

2. Under Air Quality, stronger mitigation measures should be

267 incorporated to mitigate the burning of agricultural waste.
Support of study efforts is not a viable solution.

3. Under Water Quality, the City of Imperial strongly supports
268 the m@tigation measure requiring the participation of cities

and districts to establish programs for the agricultural re-
| use of treated waste water.

4. Under the mitigation measures for Flood Control/Hydrology, the
A EIR requires that prior to approval of a tentative map,

69| . implementing permit or grading plan, a drainage study shall be
conducted by a registered hydraulic engineer and submitted to

CITY HALL PUBLIC WORKS/PLANNING/BUILDING
120 South imperial Avenue 400 South imperial Avenue
Impenal, Catlifornia 92251-1637 imperial, Califormia 92251
Tetephone (619) 3554371 (619) 355-1152 Planning

FAX (619) 355-2013 (619) 355-1064 Building



Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
March 22, 1993
Page 2
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County Planning and Engineering. The City of Imperial would
request that projects proposed within the City’s Sphere of
Influence have copies of the drainage study and or other
studies circulated to the City of Imperial.

Under the Environmental Impacts Section page III-49, the last
bullet statement should be expanded to state whether or not
the land removal requirement applies to land outside the
City‘s Sphere of Influence, inside or both.

Oon page III-50, the EIR should expand on the significant
impacts resulting from the development of Farmland that
exceeds 100 acres.

On page III-50, the EIR should expand on the impacts resulting
from development that does not adjoin at least one side of an
existing urban use.

Under Noise, mitigation measures should be incorporated into
the document to mitigate airport noise impacts upon adjacent
properties and future development. Types of air craft which
use the airports should also be discussed. In addition,
roadway noise may be mitigated by the installation of
landscaping.

The City of Imperial does not support the Urban Area
Alternative discussed on page IX-6 of the EIR.

The City of Imperial is concerned with potential traffic
impacts on arterial roads that bisect the City. The City
requests that any developments located outside the City’s
Sphere of Influence would have traffic studies completed and
copies distributed to Imperial. A mitigation measure to this
effect may be incorporated under Traffic.

GENERAL PLAN COMMENTS

1.

As stated under Appendix A on Page A-2, the City of Imperial
was consulted regarding the County of Imperial‘s General Plan.
However, it should be noted that only one initial contact was
made to the City of Imperial.

The'City of Imperial opposes Alternative A, the increased
Agricultural Alternative. The proposed Alternative would
severely impair the future growth potential for the City.



Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
March 22, 1993
Page 3

3.

10.

11.

The City of Imperial strongly supports the wurban area
alternative which calls for Imperial’s Sphere of Influence to
be bounded by Harris Road to the North, the central drain to
the South, Dogwood Road to the East and Austin Road to the
west.

The urban area described for the City of Imperial on page S of
the General Plan should be revised to reflect what is stated
in the City of Imperial‘s General Plan. The City of
Imperial‘s General Plan states that the easterly boundary of
the Sphere of Influences is Dogwood Road not Cross Road.

Under the Specific Plan standards of criteria for approval on
page 9, the County may want to add an additional criteria for
approval which requires that the proposed Specific Plan
harmonize with the surrounding communities and or Cities.

Under Rural Residential development standards page 47, the
General Plan is proposing a density of 1 dwelling unity per 5
acres to a maximum of 2 dwelling units per acre. It should be
noted that the County of Imperials General Plan is less
restrictive and permits 1 dwelling unit per acre.

The Residential Development Standard density on page 51 is
extremely broad. It would be more desirable if the County
broke it down into the categories of High, Medium and Low
density developments.

Under the Urban Areas Program on page 55, subdivisions should
also be required to install curb and gutter, sidewalks, sewers
and water. It is recommended that the program be expanded to
include all pertinent infrastructure requirements.

On figure B-4, is there a reason why the figure states future
noise impact area and not present?

Under the Development Patterns and Locations on Agriculture
Land Policy on page 40, it states that developments must
adjoin existing urban uses. It does not address master
planned communities and if they will be permitted.

Under the Conservation and Open-Space element, on page 2 it
states that when an area falls under more than one
jurisdiction, the more restrictive plan should govern land use
decisions. This could pose potential problems to the City of
Imperial with General Plan compliance, zoning issues and
community goals. It should also be stated that if the
development is to be annexed into a City, than that City’s
General Plan should take precedence.



Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
March 22, 1993

Page 4

The City of Imperial appreciates the opportunity to review and
comment on the Draft EIR/General Plan for the County of Imperial.
If the County has any questions regarding our comments, please do
not hesitate to contact myself at (619) 355-4371.

Sincerely,

fr g
aul ‘Richards

City Manager

cc: Brian F.
Imperial
Imperial
Imperial
Imperial
Imperial

Mooney Associates

City Council

Planning Commission

City Attorney

Director of Public Works/Planning
City Planner
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March 17, 19%3 : RECE’VED

Imperial County Planning Department MAR22]
County Administrative Offices 993

Attn: Jurg Heurderger, Planning Director LMng
940 ¥est Main Street SU"-DINGALI COUNT)«
El Centro, CA 92243-2875 . NSPECTION

Dear Mr. Heurberger:

This is in response to the draft environmental impact report
(EIR) for the County of Imperial general plan, a document
which we have reviewed over the course of the last several
veeks. Our board of directors, representing some 338 dues-
paying members currently doing business in the El Centro
area, has taken the following position regarding the specific
plan area (SPA) generally located at the intersection of
Interstate 8 and Highway 111

The El Centro Chamber has serious concerns about this SPA,
wvhich dbuts El Centro’s-own sphere of influence, and has
somehow been included in each of the three plan alternatives
contained in the draft EIR document. Any commercial
development which may occur at this site would adversely
impact established business districts within the city of El
Centro. Additionally, one of the fundamental recommendations
276 of the consultant, Mr. Mooney, has been that such development
should occur within urbanized areas of the county, where
infrastructure is already in place, or could be provided
expeditiously. Finally,- if such development were to occur at
this project site in the future, it would seem that the city
of E1 Centro, and not Imperial County, ought to serve as lead
agency in determining the appropriate land use designation.

o,

Thank you, Mr. Heurberger, for the opportunity to coament on
the draft EIR document.

Sincerely.g W

Gary Glu
President
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w REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

1415 Ross Avenue ° El Centro, CA 922434398 ° (619) 339-7100

RECEIVED

March 22, 1993 MAR 2 21993

IMPERIAL COUNTY
BUILDING INSPECTION

Jurg Heuberger, Planning Director
County of Imperial

939 Main Street

El Centro, California 92243-2856

Dear Mr. Heuberger:

We greatly appreciate the opportunity to present our comments to
the County of Imperial Draft General Plan Update and EIR. We also
appreciate your office presenting the County of Imperial Draft
General Plan Update and EIR to the Hospital Board on March 1, 1993
at Scribbles. The following constitutes the comments of El1 Centro
Regional Medical Center to the County of Imperial Draft General
Plan and EIR:

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

GENERAL COMMENTS:

1. The proposed General Plan will result in a significant negative
environmental impact to our, as well as all other, acute care
hospitals in the County as no provision is made to address the
foreseeable increase in demand upon our facility caused by the
population growth called for in the plan.

2. It is noted that Chapter 2 "Housing Element" has not been
updated in this Draft General Plan Update dated January 25, 1993.
We urge that consideration be given to updating this Chapter since
the location, type, number etc. of housing units will have major
and significant impact upon the demand and location regarding
health care and other public services. Since most of the impact on
public services and infrastructure will be driven by the change in
county demographics, it is strongly urged that population and
detailed demographic data and projections be integrated into the
Plan and the implications of this data addressed. It is noted that
"clean air, water and land" is one of five basic concepts adopted
by the Board in support of the General Plan. The Draft
Environmental Impact Report acknowledges the degradation of air and
water resources due to increased population and development and it
is requested that the General Plan more adequately address actions

An Agency of the City of El Centro
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Jurg Heuberger
Cosments to County Draft General Plan Update
And Draft Envirormental Impact Report
Page 2 of S

and activities necessary to assure that this basic concept is
reinforced and that appropriate mitigations are planned to deal
with the projected degradation.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS:
1. Chapter 1, page 1

Additional information pertaining to demographics and housing is
necessary to be included in the draft to enable the Land Use
Element to "serve as a guide to the decision makers, staff and the
public to address the distribution, general 1location,™ etc.
regarding public facilities such as health care.

Further detail and goals and objectives are requested to be
provided in the draft regarding expansion of public facilities and
environmental degradation mitigation.

Additional information needs to be provided in the draft to
meaningfully assist in identifying public health care facilities
necessary to support growth and to assist in determining the
general distribution and general location for public health care
buildings and grounds.

2. Chapter 1, page 9 (a)

It is noted that an "acceptable project"™ shall have to demonstrate
that revenues from taxes, fees, etc. will fully offset the cost of
providing public services and infrastructure. It is requested that
health care services and infrastructure be specifically included in
the listing of public services and infrastructure detailed in this
paragraph and as needing such funding to mitigate the additional
costs being borne.

3. Chapter 1, page 34

Objective 8.4 - It is requested that the Land Use planning and
project review process require that the need for public health care
facilities be adequately addressed to meet population growth and
increased service demand caused by said projects. Mitigation
measures could include the adoption by the County and cities of
development fee ordinances for the benefit of the hospitals and
public health facilities.



Jurg Heuberger
Comments to County Oraft General Plan Update
And Draft Envirormental Impact Report
Page 3 of 5

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAIL IMPA REPORT

GENE co NTS:

277

278

279

280

281

1. The report does not adequately address the significant negative
environmental impact to ECRMC as well as the other acute care
hospitals and public health <care facilities and programs
foreseeably resulting from the population growth called for in the

Plan.

SPEC O NTS:

—

1. Page S-9

It is noted that "implementation of the proposed Plan Update would
result in an increased need for ..... health care services." It is
also noted that "all impacts to public services will be mitigated
below 1levels of significance ... by requiring that future
development spay fees to the County that cover the costs of
providing such services."™ This mitigation measure does not address
the impacts to ECRMC and the other acute care hospitals in the
County. As a publicly owned facility rendering public services and
with 49.1% of its inpatients originating outside the El Centro zip
codes, similar mitigation measures must be required to offset the
costs of developing and providing services at El1 Centro Regional

Medical Center.

beszaurnnny

2. Page S-10

The addition of an Air Quality Element to the General Plan is
strongly supported. It 1is suggested that this element detail
specific actions and measures to be taken to assure maintenance or
improvement of air quality in the County. Any activities or
additions to this EIR or Draft General Plan Update which focus on
the maintenance and improvement of air and water quality for the
health and well-being of the counties' citizens are supported by
the Hospital. ,

g

3. Page S-11

It is urged that all possible and reasonable measures be taken to
maintain and increase the water quality in the County to assist in
assuring the general health and well-being of the County
population.

4. Page III-3

As mentioned above, we strongly request that prior to the
development of the final plan population and housing information be
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updated, evaluated, and utilized to provide a solid foundation for
planning for the County and for public services and infrastructure.

bty

5. Page III-167

The section entitled, "Health Care" does not include information
pertaining to the Clinicas De Salud Del Pueblo, Inc. in both
Calexico and Brawley, the County Health Department services and
activities, or other public and private clinics or services
available in the County. The inclusion of these other health care
service providers is recommended as well as the development of
information pertaining to location, service capacity, etc.
Currently, the Pioneer Memorial Hospital and El Centro Regional
Medical Center frequently run at close to capacity in many
services. There must be mitigation measures to address the impact
to our facilities of growth and changes projected in the General
Plan Update and EIR. Additional information is also suggested
regarding the impact on County health services and the ability of
these services to absorb increased demand.

(6. IV-1
We suggest that the section entitled, "public Service
Infrastructure" also note that the proposed General Plan Update
would increase the "demand for public service" including health
care services. Also, the impact to the health care services has
not been addressed via tax revenues, development fees or other

means. The Plan should address these points.

7. V-4

Comment regarding the significant cumulative impact on health care
facilities due to future development is noted. It is requested
that further detail regarding the "intent of the General Plan
Public Services/Safety element ... to insure the provision of
needed public services prior to the approval of future development
project, thereby mitigating potential cumulative impacts to below
a level of significance" be provided, specifically with respect to
health care facilities and El Centro Regional Medical Center.

8. V-5
As noted earlier, mitigation measures to decrease the "significant

cumulative impact on the quality of the regional air basin" are
supported by the Hospital and it is requested that further detail

be provided in the Plan or EIR regarding these mitigations.

R
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p
9. V-6

The contribution of urban runoff to water quality degradation is
noted, specifically regarding heavy metals, etc. To decrease the
286| potential impact on the health of the residents of the County, it
is suggested that further detail regarding specific mitigation
measures for water quality be added to the Draft General Plan

Update.

S

Again we greatly appreciate the opportunity to present our comments
regarding the County of Imperial Draft General Plan Update and EIR.
With best wishes for your health, I am,

SK/Q(\
Chlef Executlve Of;j22j1:>

TF:d1lz

c: President and Members of the Hospital Board
James L. Darrow, City Attorney



